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P REF A CE

N confequence of the numerous Petitions which
I were fent to Parliament from different Countiesy
Cities, and Towns of Great Britain, in the year 1788,
for the ABOLITION of the SLAVE-TRADE, it
was determined by the Houfe of Commons to hear
Evidencé upon that fubject.

The Slave-Merchants and- Planters accordingly
brought forward feveral perfons ‘as witnefles, the firft
in behalf of the continuance of the Slave-trade, the
latter in defence of the Colonial Slavery. Thefe were

- heard and examined in the years 1789 and 1790..

Several perfons were afterwards called on the fide of
the Petitioners of Great Britain, to fubflantiate. the
foundation of their feveral petitions, and to invalidate
feveral points of the evidence which the others had
offered. ‘Thefe were examined in the years 1790,
and 1791. : S .

This Abftra& then is made up from the evidence of
the latter, in which little other alteration has been made
than that of bringing things on the fame point into one

-chapter, which before lay fcattered in different parts of

the evidence ; and this has been done to enable the
reader to fee every branch of the fubject in a clear.and
diftin&k thape. . :

- The evidence for Africa and the Middle Paffage, on
the fide of the Petitioners of Great Britain, is given by
perfons, who have been to almoft :ll the confpicuous
parts of Africa, from the River Senegal to Angola,

Many
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i PRETF ACE

Many of them have had great opportunities of infors
. mation, from having becn refident on fhore, or having
been up and down the different rivers, or from having
- made each of them feveral voyagess Among thefe, as
well as among thofe who have only had tlie opportunity
perhaps of a fingle voyage, are to be reckoned feveral
refpectable perfons of education, obfervationyand leifure,
and it is to be obferved, that the information of the
whole goes to things at different periods, from the year
1754 to 1789. The evidences again for the Weft
Indies and America are numerous and refpecable.
Many of them have Lad the advantage of being refident
there for years, and the information which they have
given, extends to things as they were zt vatious times
from 1753 to 1790, Of all thefe it muft be faid, that
they are totally dijintereficd perfons, and therefore can
_have had nothing to biafs them either one way or the
othet in the evidence they have given. The Editor,
on the other hand, feels it incumbent upon him to
acknowled;ey that fome of them came up as evidinees,
from a fenife of dutyy and this again/t thelr owh apparent
interdfy o wnider the threars and propell of fuffiring
conjidrrably for fuch a condutt, '
Of the Evidences, on the other hand, brought for.
ward by the flave-merehants and planters, there are few
indeed who are not deeply interefied in the teftimony they
have given, and the event of the decifion. In the African
part of the queftion, all but two are immediately con-
cerned in the flave-trade; and in the Weft-Indian, the
Admirals only can be fairly excepted. And of what
does their information confift but of round and general
affertions, without any fpecifick faéts ! Thele aflertions,
however, are in behalf of the planters, and tend to
prove the comforts and happinefs of their flaves.
-~ We have no right to fuppofe that perions of their
<hara&er had any intention of miflcading the publick in
a queftion of fo much importance to the interefts of
mankind ; but we may fuppofe, that in their fituation
they had little or no opportunity of obferving the treatment
of the flaves ; and this is aGually the fact. The Admir}:;ﬂs‘,
- when
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when on fhore, were almoft entirely in the towns. Now
all the evidences for the petitioners of Ingland are una-
nimous in afferting that the flaves in the towns appear
to be better treated than thofe in the country Hence
the Admirals may have been in fome meafure warranted
in faying what they have done; but they ought to have
obferved that their evidence related to but @ partial and
not the general body of the flaves, and that their opportuni=
sies of information were exceedingly limited ani confined. .

When, however, they went into the country, their
fituation again precluded them from getting the fame in=
Jformation as other men. Mr. H. Rofs, examined among
others, fays, that as to the information which may have
been gotten by thofe holding high commands in the
*Wett indies, he cannot fpeak decidedly; but if it be:
meant to know whether fuch, on occaficnal vifits to
eftates, were likely to obtain a thorough knowledge of
the treatment of flaves, be thinks they could not. He has.
often accompanied Governors and Admirals in their
tours there. The eftates vifited, belonging to perfons.
of diftin&ion, might be fuppofed under the bef? manage-
ment. Belides, all poffible care would be taken to 4ecp:
every zf%gzg/iing objeét from view,and on no account by the:
exercife of the whip or other punifhments, to harrow
up the feelings of perfons of fuch difiinttion.

The above accounts fhew that the rank and fituation
of the Admirals precluded them from feeing as much as
others, or in other words, that their opportunities of in~
Jormation were not as great as thofe of other men. Many
other circumftances may be cited to prove the fame
thing. Among thefe are the preambles and claufes of
certain laws, and extralts from the Weft Indian pub-
lick prints. I'o begin with the former.

Bahama Iflands.—So lately as in 1784 it was enalted!
there, that ¢ if any flave fhall abfent him or herfelf
¢ from his or her owner, for the fpace of three months.
¢ fucceflively, fuch flave fhall be deemed an outlaw;.
¢ and, as an encouragement to apprehend and bring to
¢ juftice fuch runaways, any perfon or perfons who fhall
¢ apprehend any fuch mnzway, either alive or dead, {hall.

' 2 : be
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* be paid out of the publick treafury twenty pounds, for

& every flave fo apprehended and taken,” &c.*
St. Chriflopher’s.—< An a& to prevent the cutting

& off or depriving any flaves in this ifland of any of
* their limbs or members, or otherwife difabling .

- @ them,”—paffed March r1th, 1784.

“ Whereas fome perfons have of late been guilty of
¥ cutting off and depriving flaves of their ears, which
¢ pralice 1s contrary to the principles of humanity and
¢ dithonourable to fociety ; for prevention whereof in
¥ future, be it enalted by the Governor, &c. That if
“< any owner or poffeffor of any negro or other flave in
* this ifland, fhall wilfully and wantonly cut or difable,
% or caufe or procure to be cut out or difabled the
¢ tongue 3 put out, or caufe or procure to be put out,
® an eye; flit the nofe, eary or lip, or cut off a nofe,
% ear, or lip, or caufe the fame to be done ; or break
% or caufe to be broken, the arm, leg, or any other limb,
¢ or member of any negro,” &c. The penalty is 500l.
currency, or about 3ool. fterling, and fix months
imprifonment.+ ‘

 Barbadoses.—“ An A& to prevent diftempered,
* maimed, and worn out negroes, from infefting the
“ towns, ftreets, and highways of this ifland.”” Pafled
- Jan. 18, 1785. - :
¢ Whereas it has, for fome time paft, been the cruel
% praltice of fome perfons poflefling negroes, who, from
< their old age and infirmities, are incapabie of further
& fervice to their inhuman owners, to drive them from
“ their plantations to beg, fleal, or flarve, which faid
€< unhappy objets are da:ly infefting the publick ftreets
¥ of the feveral towns in this ifland,” &c. The penalty
to fuch owner is §/. currency, or about 34 12s. fter-
ling; and the a& ordains that thofe unhappy objects
fhall be taken home to their mafters. | -
" Grenada, 1788, —* Whereas the laws heretofore
<« made for the protettion of flaves have been found
“ infufficient ; And whereas humanity and the intereft
<« of the colony require that falutary and adequate re-
¢ gulations and provifions thould be adopted for- ren-
# Privy Council's Report. ¢4 Ibid, || Ibid.
¢ dering
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© dering their fervitude as limited and eafy as poffible,
“ and for promoting the increafe of their population,
« as the moft likely means of removing, in the courfe
« of time, the neceffity of further importations of negrods -
“ fromAfrica; And whereas thefe defirable ends cannot
“ be o effeCtually obtained as by prefiribing reafonable
“ bounds to-the power of maflers, and others having
“ the charge of flaves, by compelling them fufficiently and
“ properly to lodge, feed, clothe, and maintain them,” &c.

As to the extralls from the Weft Indian publick
prints, the following, among many others, may
fuffice :-—

- From the Jamaica paper, called the Comwall Chro-
nicle, of December 29, 1787, it appears, That an
addition to the Confolidated Slave-law was propofed -
in thefe terms :—

“ Whereas the extreme cruelties and inbumanity of
¢ the managers, overfeers, and book-keepers of eftates,
¢ have frequently driven flaves into the woods, and oc-
¢ cafioned rebellions and internal infurre&ions, to the
¢ great prejudice of the proprietors, and the manifeft
% danger of the lives of the inhabitants of this ifland 5
¢ for prevention whereof, be it enalted,”” &c. ¢ And
 whereas alfo, it frequently happens, that flaves come
 to their deaths by hafly and fevere blows, and other
< improper treatment of overfeers and book-keepers, in
¢ the beat of paffion, and, when fuch accidents do hap-
¢ pen, the vitims are entered in the plantation. books,
¢ as having died of convulfions, fitsy or other cavjes not to
& be accounted for, and to conceal the real truth of the
“ caufe of the death of fuch flave or flaves, he or they
8 is or are immediately put under grounsy”’ &c.

The member, (Mr.Gray) who introduced the above,
premifed, ¢ That to his own certain knowledge, very
S unnatural punifhments were often infliGed on negroess
¢ and that, in feveral inflances, he had been oblized to
« interpo{e as a magifirate, to prevent actual rebellion
¢ from fuch inhuman tregtment.” .

In the Jamaica paper, called the Gazette of St. Jago
de la Vega, dated O&ober 11, 1787, we number 9%

. . runaway
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runaway flaves advertifed, viz. 45 © branded” and 52
. without ¢ brands.”” Among the former is ‘¢ William

¢ marked on the right fhoulder R ‘A, heart and dia—

“ mond between, and on the left R A, heart at top,”
alfo “ Batty on both fhoulders HP in one,” and
¢ Guy marked, on the right tfhoulder W D, and on
¢ the left I H.’>—In the fame Gazette, dated Novem~
ber 8th, 1787, there are notified 23 runaways marked,.
and 44 unmarked. Among thofe marked is ¢« Apollo,
¢ W S on his face and breaft,””—Robert RP on each
¢¢ cheek, and Kingftoi marked YORKE on each
¢« fhoulder and breafts.”—We find, in the Cornwall.
Chronicle, of Jamaica, dated December 15, 1778,
¢« 84 runaways advertifed, 13 of whom only are brand-
¢ ed.” Among thefe are *‘Pompey, a creole negro man,.
¢ marked on both thoulders and breafts M L, diamond
“on top,” James a carpenter ¢ branded on both
¢ cheeks,” and * Billy belonging to the King, marked
¢¢ broad arrow, on the fhoulder.”—In the Kingfton
Morning Poft, of April 8th, 1789, fegen runaways,
from one owner are advertifed, namely ¢ a fitherman,
¢ a taylor, a fhipwright, a fempftrefs, and three other
¢« wenches.” In the fame paper we find ¢ an old
¢ grey headed Coromantee man,” a runaway; alfo
another taylor ¢¢ marked on both fhoulders I T, and
¢ right thoulder R G.”—In the Cornwall Chronicle
of O&. 10, 1789, a runaway is advertifed named
¢« Prince, branded on the back, with a cattle mark
« TH.”—In the Kingfton Morning Poft of Nov. 4,
1789, we find again, feven runaways from one pro-
prietor, viz. * an old woman with her two fons and
two daughters, one of them very big with child,?”
alfo a field negro and a carpenter.—In the fupple..
ment to the Cornwall Chronicle of Nov. 7, 17809, there
are 135 runmaways advertifed, viz. 48 with, and 8%
without brands, Of the former fome have two, three,
and four brands on the faces. breafls, and [boulders.
One in particular is *“marked DE on both cheeks and
¢ left fhoulder.”” Among thofe not branded is ¢ a
¢ woman with a2 wooden leg.”” One man is diftin-

' . guifhed

e o ———
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guithed by having ¢ doth ears cropt,” and another by
8 his nofe and ears being cat off . ~—=In the Jamaica
Daily Advertifer of Feb. 115 1791, we find fix runa
aways advertifed by one owner, viz. tw« men and four
women, befides a girl child of one of the latter. Both
the men and two of the women are of onc familvy bea
ing an old woman, her brother, her fon, -and her
grand nephew (marked R D C) and who abfented
themfelves at differenit times.—~An advertifement in.
the Jamaica Daily Advertifer of Feb. 24, 1; 91, begins
thus :==¢ Feb, 22, 1791y Efcaped on Sunday laft with
% g chain and collar round his neck, a negro man of the
%« Mandingo country, marked T'Y 4 on top,” &ec.
In the Barbadoes Gazette of Jan. 14, 1784, the
reader will find this advertifement ———
« Abfented herfelf from- the fervice of the fubfecriber,
% a yeliow fkin negro wenchy named Sarah Deroral,”
whofe perfon and furmifed place of concealment, bea
ing very particularly defcribedy the advertifement ends
with thefe words % 7#hocver will apprebend the Jaid
avench ALIVE or LEAD, fhall reccive two moideres
% rewward, i ot ' _ :
' Joserps CrarLzs Howarpn.”

* ‘The clautks, preambles, and advertifements 5‘}"& cited
will, it is prefumed, without any farther extracls, bring
additional convition to the mind of the reader, that
the Admirals cowld have known little or nothing about
the treatment of the flaves during their refidence in the
iflands : for they thew, firft, that the flaves have been
infufficiently fed, lodged, and clothed ; that they have
been under the power of*the mafter and overleer to an
unreafonable degree ; that they have been often turned
adrift, when incapable of labour, ¢ to beg, fteal, or
ftarve ;” that their ears and nofes have been flit and cut
off; that they have been alfo otherwife disfigured, as well
as deprived of limbs and members ; that they have been.
fuddenly murdered and buried ; and that in fome cafes
where they have run away, rewards have been offered to
wndifferent perfons to bring them to their owners alive gr

dead,
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dead. They fhew, fecondly, that thefe different cir-
cumftances have happened, and that many of them
muft have been notorious (or why were laws introduced
by the colonifts themfelves for their prevention?) fince
the year 1783, for the dates of the feveral a&s or adver-
vertifements are in 1784, 1785, 1787, 1788, 1}89,
and 1791. But if they muft have been notorious fince

the year 1783, it is clear (the treatment of the flaves -

having improved though not kept pace with the im-
provement of the age) that they mu/? have been equally
notorious previous to the year 1783, that is to fay, at the

very time the Admirals were in the different iflands with
their refpeCtive fleets. Now the Admirals are as fi-.

lent about thefe notorious fa@s in their evidence,

* as if they had never exifted at all. If they knew them
and concealed them (which we cannot believe)
their evidence is unworthy of refpe& upon this occa-
fion ; and if they did not know them, it only con-
firms what has been faid before, that they bhad not the
[ame opportunities as other men, and that they were
- therefore incompetent as evidences upon fo great a
queftion. .

+ The Admirals again have fhewn themfelves egregi-

. ouflyignorant of a moff notorious law, alaw too, which
exifts at the prefent day, namely, ¢ that the evidence
of a flave is not valid againft any white man.” Had
they been acquainted with this, they would have per-
ceived inftantly that it was in any mafter’s power to
*torture or even murder his flave with impunity, and
this in the fight of a thoufand black fpectators, provided
he only took care that no white perfon beheld him.
Had they known this, they would have perceived the
unprotected ftate of the flaves, and would never have
‘fpoken as they have. It is impoffible therefore that

* Though the reader-has feen laws enaed to prevent mafters from
cutting oft the ears and nofes of their flaves, and being guilty of other
cruelties, he is not to imagine that the mafter cannot do them now as
heretofore ; for it is clear, that while aflave’s evidence is not admiflible
:gainﬁ a white man, be may de¢ them with impunity at the prcffnt

Yo

they

N ———

—— ——— e o = e




‘P REF A CE ix

they could have become acquainted with this law, and
this only brings us to the fame conclufion as before,
viz. thesr incapacity as evidences on the fubject of the
treatment of the flaves.

Before the Preface is clofed, it may be neceffary to
anticipate, that fome one may afk the Editor, why he
has given in this Abftra& the Evidence on the part of
the Eetitioners only, and omitted that which has been

adduced on the other fide. To this the Editor might
reply, that it is the bufinefs of the Slave-merchants and
Planters, if they think their cafe defenfible by the
evidence they have produced, to do it; but he would
rather with to reply, THAT IT IS UNNECESSARY : fof
admitting the witnefles on the part of the Slave-mer-
chants and Planters. never to bave feen among them all
even one fingle ilr;/)ante of enormity, either in Africa, or
on the Middle Paffage, or in the Weft Indies, (which
none of them will pretend to afert) this negative evidence
can make nothing againft the numberlefs pofitive and
Jpecifick falts mentioned in this Abftrat to have fallen
undgr the eyes of the witnefles on the other fide. Thefe
pofitive and fpecifick inftances muft therefore fill fiand
uncontradiéied and true. 'They muft ftill ftand as baving
pofitively bappened : and if but a fmall part of them only
did ever happen, this fmall part would be a fufficient
reafon for the Abolition of the Slave-Trade.

AN



ALPHABETICAL LIST

Namgs or THE WITNESSES

EXAMINED 3Y TRR

 Seled Committee of the Houfe of Commons,

QN TS "AIT ar )
The Petitioners of Great Britain
FOoOR T®R l'

Abolition of the Slave Trade,

BAILLIE (George, Efq.) refided 25 years in South
Carolina and Georgia, firft as a merchant, after-
wards as a planter, and then as Commiffary Gene-
ral of Georgia. He was in Jamaica alfo from about
December, 1778, to February or March, 1779.—

- [II1. * 181.5
BeveErLEY, (WiLLIAM, Efq. Lincoln’s Inn) was born
- inVirginia, and lived there the firft 16 years of his life:
he returned in 1786, and refided afterwards above
two years in different parts of America,——

[IV. 215.]

® The Evidence, according to the method in which it was printed for
the Houfe of Commons, is divifibleinto four parts: The Roman Capitals
therefore fhew the part in which the Evidence of the perfon is to be found,

and the Figuresthe Page whee  jtbegins, .
' BoTHaM

T
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Bornam, (Henry, Efq.) went to the Weft Indies in -
1770, and, in about two_ years, vifited all the
-iflands, Englith and French, and was employed by
Government in Grenada. - He direfted a fugar
eftate for a fhort time in theeWeft Indies ; but he
carried on fugar works many years at Bencoolen in
the Eaft Indies.—[IV. 24.1.{ )

BowmMman, (Mr. JouN) was in the African emplo{{
from 1775t0 1 J76, moftly on the Windward Coalft,
as third, fecond, and chief mate. He was alfo 8
months refident as a fallor at the head of the River
Sierra Leone, and feventeen or eighteen-months at
that of the River Scaflus in Africa.—[1V. r12.]

CrapHAM, (Joun, Efg.) was upwards of twenty

. - yearsin Maryland.—[IV. 249.]

CrLAPPESON, (K/Ir. TroMAs) was at Jamaica in1762

and 1763, and from 1768 to 1778, and from 1786
to 1789. For the firft two years he was in the fea~
faring line, but the reft of the time as wharfinger
and pilot. —[IV. 207. .

CraxTton, (Mr. Ecroipe) failed in the Garland for
Africa in 1788, as furgeon’s mate, and there, on
the Bonny Coaft, commenced furgeon to the Young
Hero flave-veflel.—[1V. 23.] :

Cook, (Captain) of the 8gth regiment, was in Bar-
b?%oes, St. Lucia, St. Kitt’s, &c. in 1780 and 1781.

. 199.] ' :

C\oor[c, (Mn?.gMAnx) arrived in Jamaica in 1774, and -

* leftitin 1790; was three years in the planting bu-
finefs ; the reft of the time as clerk and fchoolmafter
there.—[1V. 889.] .-

Coor, (HEnrY, Gent.) was in Jamaica fifteen years,
ending in 1774, as a mill-wright, chiefly in Weft-
moreland, but did bufinefs in three other parifhes:
[IV. 69.] . _

Crew, (RoBerT, Efg.)%Ns a native of Virginia, and
always refided there till 1783.—[IV. 250.]

PALryMmPLE, (HENRY HEW, Efq.) was lieutenant in

the 75th regiment, in garrifon at Goree, and on

vatiops parts of the coaft, from May to the end of
) B September,
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September, 1779. He was, on his_paffage to the,

" Weft Tndies, in a flave-veffel two months.” He
was three times. in-the Wett Indies ;- in 1773 at
Grepada fix months; in 1779 and 1780 at Anti-
gua, Barbadoes, Tobago, St. Lucia, and St. Chrif-
topber’s ; and, in"1788, and 1789, at Grenada,

. Cariacou, 8t. Vincents, and T'obago.—[HI. 2g1.]
‘Davies, (The Rev. Mi.) refided at Barbadoes fourteen,
©  years, the three laft learning the management of a
fugar eftate ; he left it 21 years ago.~[IV. 125.] -
Davison;y (BakEr) lieutciant of the late 79th regi-
‘ment, was in Jumaica from the middle of 1771 to

the end of 1783, except a few months on the Spa-
-nith main. He allo pratifed furgery in Jamaica.

. [IV.150.] : ‘ ' o
Dove, (Mr. WiLL1aM) was, in 1769, a voyage to.the
Coaft of Africa forflaves. From 1774 to 1783

, he refided at Bofton and New-York.—~—[IIL. 100.]
PoucLas, (Mr. Joun) boarfwain of the Ruflel man
- of war, was one voyage to the Coaft of Africa for

flaves in 1771.—{1V.121.] o o

Duncan, (Mr, WiLL1AM) was in Antigua from Ja<
nuary 1785 to July 1789, firft-as clerk in'a ftore for

fix or eight months, afterwards as overfeer for about

two years and a half. The reft of the time he kept,
a ftore for himfelf.—[IV. r41.] ' o .
Errison, (Mr. HENRY) gunner of the Refiftance man
of war, was in the {lave-trade from 1759 to' 1770«

He has been in many Weft India Iflands, particu-
larly Barbadoes and Jamaica. He has alfo been
many voyages to Virginia and Maryland, and often

on the t.bacco plantations while the flaves were ag
work.—[HI. 361.] o
FALCONBRIDGE, ( Mr. ALEXANDER, furgecn,) was four
voyages to Africa tor flaves, from 1780 or 1781 to
1787. In the firft he was taken at Cape mount in

the Tartar. ‘The other three were regular voyages.,

[11. 581.] ’ ' .

FITZMAURICE, (Mr. WILLIAM) was in Jamaica from
June 1771 to March 1786, as overfeer the laft ten

’ : years,

i
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‘years, but the former part of the time book-keeper,
except for the firft fix months, when he was clerk
to a ftore in Kingfton.—[IV. 2035.]

ForsTER, (Mr. ReBERT) was in every Britifh ifland
except Jamaica, in all about fix years, ending in
1778 ; the firft four years he was apprentice in a
ftore in St. John’s, Antigua, the reft of the time a
m}ipman and fecond mafter and pilot of the
King’s brig Endeavour. He lived among the town
flaves, and often went to colleét debts, and vifit
‘managers in the country. When in the King’s
thip, he fpent much of his time among them.—-

. [IV. 129.] '

GiLes, (Mr. Joun) farmer, near Hay, Brecknock-

. fhire, was in Montferrat irom 1757 to 1762, in

" Grandterre in 1763, in Grenada 1764 and part of

" 1705, in North America the reft of 1765, in St.

roix from 1774 to 1778.—[IV. 74.]

GiLes, (Captain) of the 1gth regiment of foot, was

© in Barbadoes, Antigua, St. Lucia, and Jamaica,

. from June 1782 to April 1990, except about 14 or
15 months in England.—[IV. 103.]

Havr (Captain) of the Royal Navy, was at Barbadoes
and the Leeward Iflands from 1769 to 1773, and
from 1780 to 1782 at thofe places, and at Jamaica
and 8t. Domingo.—1V. gg.]

MHarL (Captain Joun AsrLEY) now in the Weft
India trade from London, was in the African trade
from 1772 to 1776 inclufive. He made two voy-
ages to Africa for flaves as third, fecond, and chief

, mate.—[II, 513.] : .

Harrison (M. D.) was upwards of ten years in
Jamaica, from 1755 to 1765, and in America
from 17065 to 1773, and in the medical line in both

o —V.4s] -

HiLrs (Caprain Joun) of the Royal Navy, was at’

. Goree and up the Gambia, as commander of his

Majefty’s floop Zephyr, at the end of 1781 and be-

ginning of 1782, in all about fix months,.—[III.

176.]
B2 How

.
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How (ANTHONY PaANTALE0, Efq.) was in Africa
in 1785 and 1786, chiefly on the Gold Coatt, in
the Grampus man of war, employed by govern-
ment as a botanift.—[1Il. 219.]

Jackson (RoeerT, M. D.) went to Jamaica in 1774,
and refided there four years, chicefly at Savanna-la-
Mar, where he praftifed medicine. His profeffion
led him daily eight or ten or more miles into the
country. He has occafionally been in moft parts
of the ifland. He went alfo to America to join
his regiment (the 71ft) in 1778, with which he

- went through all the fouthern provinces.—[III.54.]

JerFrEYs, (Mr. NinN1an) mafterin the Royal Navy
was at Jamaica in 1773, Tobago in 1774, Jamaica
1775, Grenada 1776, Tortola 1779, as mate of a

* Weft Indiaman, and employed in taking off fugars
from the different eftates, but in 1782 Antigua,
and St. Kitt’s 1783, and at Jamaica a few days in
1784, in the Royal Navy.—(IIL. 231.)

KierNaN, JaMmes, Efq.) was.in Africain 1775, 1776,
1777, and 1778, to learn the nature of the trade,
to carry it on. He refided on the River Senegal.—
(IV.237.) .

Lroyp, (Captain THomAs) in the Royal Navy, was
in the Weft Indiesin 1779. He commanded his
Maijefty’s thip Glafzow, and was burnt out of her
in Mentego Bay, Jamaica.—[IV. 147.]

MiLLAR, (Mr. GEORGE) gunner of his Majefty’s fhip

" Pegafe, has teen in Africa. His laft voyagze was to
Old Calabar, in-1767, in the fhip Canterbury,
Capiain Sparkes.—[III. 385.]

MorLey, (Mr. Janies) gunner of his Majefty’s fhip
Medway, made fix voyages to Africa, the firft in
1760, the laft in 1576.  He has been ever fincein
the king’s fervice, He has vifited moft parts of
Africa, from the beginning of the Gold Cozft te
Angola.—[1II. 149.] '

NewTon, (The Rev. Jonn) Reétor of St. Mary

- ‘Waolnoth,
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“ Woolnoth, made-five voyages to Africa; in the:
... “hafty in 1754, he was mafter of a flave fhip. He
:  lived on {hore about ayearand a half, chiefly at
_the ifland of Plantanes, at the mouth of the River
Sherbro.—[1II. 137.]
NicuoLLs (the Rev. RoBERT BoucHER) Dean of
‘ Middleham, Yorkthire, was born in. Barbadoes,
. and refided there fome years in his youth, and two
~ years after he was o{ age, from 1768 to 1770,
_~when in holy orders. In his laft refidence, he lived
on a very large plantation, and obferved the ma-
L4 nilgemé‘ht of that and the furrounding eftates.em
. 326.]. o -
‘PgARlEBR (:%\/Ir. Isaac) fhip-keeper of the Melampus fri-
gate, failed in 1764 to the R. Gambia, and in
4 1765 to Old Calabar. He lived five months on
1, .. thore, at New Calabar. He has been more than
_ once in the Weft Indies, in Jamaica, Barbadoes,,
... . Antigua, the (Grenades, &c.—[IIl. 122.]
RookE (Major General) was in Africa, at Goree, from -
: © May o, to Aug. 10, 1779,—[III. 45.] ,
MEES (the Rev. THOMAS GWYNN) arrived at Bar-
badoes in the end of 1782, as Chaplain of his Ma-
.-, jetty’s fhip Princefs Amelia. During the fix
< ‘weeks he was there, he vifited the plantations with~
. .- in four or five miles of Bridge-town., 'He was be-
.. tween two and three months alfo at St.. Lucia,—=
" [I1. 247.] ' e
‘Ross (HercuLks, Efq.) refided from 1761 to 1782

5 chiefly’in Jamaica, and occafionally in, Hifpaniola..
.. He.was in every parith in -the former ifland.—
o [V 252.] :

Rass (Ceptain ROBERT) was from 1762 to 1786 in

- Jamaica. He was for three years and a half a

book-keeper, and afterwards an overfeer on three

eftates.. He then’ commanded a company: of

Rangers for fix years. In 1775 he fettled a pro-

ty of his own, and refidéd on it from 1781 to.
17860—[IVO 630]

B3 Savace,
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Savaer, Jonn, (Efq.) refided in Carolina from 1729
to 1775.—[1V. 247.] v

- ScorT, (Captain ALEXANDER) of the Royal Navy,

~ was from Senegal to C. Coaft in his Majefty’s
thip Merlin, in 1769. He has alfo been in the
Weft Indies.—[IV. 178.]

SimpsoN, (Lieut. Joun) of the Marines, went out in
his Majefty’s fhip Adventure, and was on the Coaft
of Africa, chiefly from Settra Crue to Accra, in
1788 and 1789.—[1V. 40.] :

SmrTH, (Caprain JouN SAMUEL) of the Royal Navy,
was in the Weft Indies in 1772, 1777, and 1u8,

. for above a year altogether.—[IV. 136.]"
8ToREY, (Lieut. RicHARD) in the Royal Navy, was
from 1766 to 1770, on every part of .the Coaft,

. from S. Leone to the R. Gaboon.—[IV. 3.]

- StuarT, (The Rev. JaMESs) vifited many of the Weft
India iflands, Englith and French, in 1778 and

« 1779, when he returned to América.. He had a 20
years acquaintance with the condition of flaves
upon that continent.—[IV. 175.] :

“TERRY, (Mr. JouN) was in Grenada from 1776 to
1790, the firft feven or eight years as an overfeer,
then a manager *.—[IV, 107.] '

‘TerRrY, (Mr MaTTHEW) was four years in Domi-
nique as book-keeper and overfeer, one at Tobago
as land-furveyor, in the King’s fervice, and feven
n Grcngda, enjing in 17813 as a colony furveyor.
— Iv. 20] i

TH()MIESON, (Captain THomAs BoLToN) of the Royal
Navy, was fecond Lieutenant of the Grampus in

" 37984, 1785, and 1786, and commanded his Ma-
jefty’s thip the Nautilus in 1787, in carrying out
the black poor to Sierra Leone, where he was from

# The chief perfon who fuperintends a fugar eftate, is called in Jao
‘saica the ovcri}c’crs and in the Windward Jflands the manager, where
#he dyiver is called overfeer, v

. the
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the beginning of May to the end of September.—o
[III. 167.]
‘TorTENHAM, (Major-General) went out to the Weft
Indies in 1779, with four regiments under his com-
mand. He wasabout 20 months in Barbadoes, and

fome time at St. Lucia, St. Kitt’s, and St. Euftatius.
~—(1II. 125.]

TownNe, (Mr. _SIAMBs) carpenter of his Majefty’s fhip

Syren, made two voyages in 1760 and 1768 to the
Ifles de Los and Grand Cape Mount. In the firft he
was between feven and eight months on the coaft as
a boy ; in the fecond, as carpenter, he ftaid more
than fix months.—[1IV. 15.] :

TROTTER, (THomAs, M. D.) furgeon in the Royal
Navy, was a voyage in the African flave-trade,
from Liverpool, in 1783, as furgeon of the Brookes,
Captain Noble. He was ten months on the coaft.
[111. 8o.]

WapstroM, (CHARLES BERNS, Efq.) Chief Direc-

“tor of the Affay Office in Sweden, was in Africa
near three months, in 1787 and 1788, with Doélor
Spaarman, engaged by the King of Sweden to make
difcoveries.—[I11. 18, & 19.] :

WiLson, (Captain THoMAs) of the Royal Navy, was
between five and fix months in Africa, between
Cape Blanco and the River Gambia, in 1781% and
1784, as commander of his Majcfty’s thip Race-
horfe : he was fent out to embark the troops and
ftores from Goree.—[IIL. 3, & 4.]

WiLson, (Mr. Isasc) furgeon in the Navy, made
one voyage to Africa in the Elizabeth, Smith,
from London. He failed the 10th of May, 1788,
and returned 6th of December, 1789.——[{[. 561.

WoopwARD, (GEorGE, Efg.) is both an owner an
mortgagee of property in Barbadoes, where he re-
ﬁdeg ‘i’n 1 782]and 1783, and was alfo there in 1777,
— .2 3. N

Woomw[,'.tum,3 (Mr. Josern) was in Barbadoes in

. 1788, 178, and 1790.~[1V. 230.] :

WooLRICH,
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WooLricH, (ThoMas, Efg.) was in the'Weft Indies
from 1753 to 1773 ; but in the interim took three
trips to England, and two to Amcrica ; he was in
the mercantile line, chielly at Tortola. He was
alfo occafionally at Barbadees, Antigua, and St.

- Kitt’s.— 1II. 264.] o

Youneg, (Sir GEorGe) Captain in the Royal Navgs,

was four voyages to Africa, in 1767, 1768, 1771,

and 1792, from Cape Blanco to Cape Lopez, in-
cluding every Englith fettlement, and fome Dutch,
, [III. 2051-; . R
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The Enormities committed by the Natives of Africa on the
Perfons of one another, to procure Slaves for the Euro-
peans—proved by the Teftimony of fuch as have vifited
that Continenty—and confirmed by Accounts from the
Slaves themfelvesy after their arrival in the Weft Indies.

HE Trade for Slaves, (fays Mr. Kiernan) in the
River Senegal, was chiefly with the Moors, on
the Northern banks, who got them very often by war,
and not feldom by kidnapping; that is, lying in wait
near a village, where there was 7o gpen war, and feizing
whom they could. ' .

He has often heard of villages, and feen the remains
of fuch, broken up by making the people flaves.

, Tnat the Moors ufed to crofs the Senegal #o catch the
negroes was fpoken of at Fort Louis as notorious ; and
he has feen inftances of it where the perfons fo taken
were ranfomed.

General Rooke fays, that kidnapping took place in the
neighbourhood of Goree. lt was fpoken of as a com-
mon pra&ice: It was reckoned difgraceful there, but he
cannot fzeak of the opinion about it on the Continent,
He remembers two or three inftances of negroes being

. brought to Goree, who had been kidnapped, but he could

not difcover by whom. " At their own requeft he imme-
diately fent them back. :

Mr. Dalrymple found that the great droves (called
Caffellas or Caravans) of flaves brought from inland,

. by way of Galam, to Senegal and Gambia, were pri-

foners of war. ‘Thofe fold to veflels at Goree, and near
ity were procured cither by the grand pillage, the lefler
o : ' ' pillage,
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pillage, or by robbery of individuels, or in confequence
of crimes. The grand pillage is executed by the king’s
foldiers, from three hundred to three thoufand at a time,
whoattack and fet fire to a village,and feize the inhabitants
as they can. The (maller parties generally lie in wait

about the villages, and take off all they can furprifey

which is alfo done by individuals, who do not belong to
the king, but are private robbers. Thefc fell their prey
on the coaft, where it is well known no qucftions as to
the means of obtaining it are afk=d.

*As Yo kidnapping it is fo notorious about Goree, that
he never heard any perfon deny it there. ‘Two men
while he was there, offered a perfon, a meflenger from
Senegal to Rufifco, for fale, to the garrifon, who even
boatted how they had obtained him. Many allo were
brought to Goree while he was there, procured in thé
fame manner, . .

Thefe depredations are alfo pra&ifed by the Moors !
he faw many flaves in Africa who told him they were
taken by them; particularly three, one of whom was a

- woman, who cried very much, and feemed to be in great
diftrefs; the two others were more reconciled to their fate.

Captain Wilfon fays, that flaves are either procured
by inteftine wars, or kings breaking up villages, or
<rimes real or imputed, or kidnapping.

Viilages are broken up by the king’s troops farround=
ing them in the night, and feizing fuch of the inhabi-
tants as fuit their purpofe.  This practice is moft com-
mon when there is no war with another ftate.

Itis univerfally acknowledged that free perfons are fold
for real or imputed crimes, for the benefit of their judges.
- Soon after his arrival at Goree, king Damel fent
2 free man to him for fale, and was to have the pricé
bimfelf. One of the king’s guards being afked whether
the man was guilty of the crime imputed to him,
anfwered, that was of no confequence, or -ever inquired
¢nto. Captain Wilfon returned the man,

Kidnapping was acknowledzed by all He converfed
‘with to be generally prevalent. * It is the firft principle
of the natives, the principle of felf-prefervation, never

: - ) te
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o go unarmedy, while q flave veff¢l is on the coaft, fog
fear of being ftolen. - When he has met with them thus
armed, and’ inquired of them, through his. interpreter,
the reafon of it, they have pointed to a French flave- -
veflel then' lying at Portudal, and faid their fea:s arofe
from that quarter. As a pofitive jnftance, he fays, a
courier of Captain ‘Lacy’s, his predeceffor, though a
Moor, a free man, and one who fpoke the French
Fanguage fluently, was kidnapped, as he was travelling on
the Contifient with difpatches on hijs Britannjck Majefty’s
account, and fold to a French veflel, from which he,
Captuin Wilfon, "after much troyble, actually got him
back. ‘ '
When he prefided in a court at Goree, a- Marahoo
fwore, with an energy which evinced the truth of his
evidence, that his brother, angther Maraboo, bad been
kidnapped in the act of drinking, a moment £zqwn to be
Jacred by their religion, at the inftigation of a formes
goverrior, who had taken a diflike to him. This was 3
fuatter notorious at Goree.

Mr. Wadftrom knows flaves to be pracured between
Sepegal and Gambia, either by the general pillage or by
sobbery by individuals, or by ftratagem and deceit.

" The general pillage is executed by the king’s troops
on horfeback, armed, who feize the unprepared.  Mr.
Wadftrom, during the week he was at Joal, accompa-
nying one of thofe embaffies which the }rench governor
fends yearly with prefents to the black kings, to feep up
the flave trade, faw parties fent out for this purpafz, by,
king Barbefin, almoft every day. ‘Thefe parties went
out generally in the evening, and were armed with bows
and arrows, guns, piftols, fabres, andlong lances.
"The king of Sallum pradifes the pillage alto. Mr.
Wadftrom faw twenty feven flaves from Sallum, twenty-
three of whom were women and children, thus taken.

He was told alfo by merchants at Goree, that king
Damel pradtifes the pillage in like manner. -
. Rebbery was a seneral way of taking fingle {laves. He
once faw a woman and a boy in the flave-hold at Goree 3
the lagter had Deen taken by ftealth from his parents in
o ' . the
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theinterior pérts above Cape Rouge,and he declared,that:.

~ fuch robberies were very frequent in his country ; the

former, at Rufifco, from her hufband and children. He
could ftate feveral inflances of fuch robberies. He very
often faw negroes thus taken brought to Goree. Ganna
of Dacard was a noted man-flealer, and employed as
fuch by the flave merchants there.

" As inftances of ftratagem employed to obtain flaves,
he relates, that a French merchant taking a fancy to a
negro, who was on a vifit at Dacard, perfuaded the
village, for a certain price, to feize him. He was accord-
ingly taken from his wife, who withed to accompan

him, but the Frenchman had not merchandize enough to,
buy both. Mr. Wadftrom faw this negro at Goree,"

the day he arrived from Dacard, chained, and lying on
the ground, exceedingly diftrefled in his' mind.

The king of Sallum’ alfo prevailed on a woman to

come into his kingdom, and fel] him fome millet. On
her arrival, he feized and fold her to a French officer,
with whom Mr. Wadftrom faw this woman every day
while at Goree.

Mr. Wadftrom was on the ifland of St. Louis, up
the Senegal alfo, and on the continent near the river, and
fays, thatall the flaves fold at Senegal, are brought down
the river, except thofe taken by the robbery of the Moors
in the neighbourhood, which is fometimes conduéted by
large parties, in what are called petty wars. '

Captain Hills faw while lying between Goree and the
continent, the natives, in an-evening, often go out in
war drefles, as he found ¢ obtain flaves for king Damel,
to be fold. The reafon was, that the king was then
poor, not having received his ufual dues from us. He
never faw the parties that went out return with flaves,

but has often feen flaves in their huts tied back to back. - -

He remembers alfo, that fome robbers once brought him
a man bound on board the Zephir, tofcll, but he, Capt,
Hills, would not buy him, but fuffered him to efcape.
The natives on the continent oppofite to Goree a// go
armed, he imagines for fear of being takea. Wh
’ - en
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" When in the River Gambia, wanting fervants on board
his fhip, he exprefled a wifh for fome volunteers. A
black pilot in the boat called two boys who were on thore
carrying bafkets of fhallats, and afked Capt. Hills if they
would do, inwhich cafe he would take them off; and bring
them to him. This he declined. From the eafe with
which the pilot did it, he concludes this was cuftomary.

The black pilot faid the merchantmen would not refufe
Juch an offir.  He apprehends thefe two boys were free
people, from the pilot’s mode of fpeaking, and from his
winking, implying, it was an illicit thing.

A boy, whom he bought from the merchants in the

.. fame river, had been carried in the night from his father’s

houfe, where a fkirmifh happened, in which he believes
he faid both his parents, but he well remembers, one were
kiled. The boy faid many were killed, and fome
taken. .

M:z. Ellifon fpoke the Mundingo language, in copfe.
quence of which he has often converfed with flaves from
the Gambia, to which river he made thrce vovages, and
they univerfally informed him; that they. had been flo/en

~and fold. .

The natives up the river Scaflus informed Mr. Bow-
man, that they had got two women and a girl, whom.
they then brought him, in afmall town which they had
furprized in the night; and others had got off, but they
expeted the relt of the party would bring them in, in.
two or three days. When thefe arrived, they brought,
with them two men whom Mr. Bowman knew and had
traded with formerly ; upon queftioning them, he difco-
vered the women he had bought to be their wives. Botls
men and women informed him, that the war-men had
taken them while affeep. » . .o

The war-men ufed to go out, Mr, Bowman fays, once

“or twice in eight or ten days, while he ‘was at Scaffus,

It was their conftant way of getting flaves, he believed,
becaufe they always came to the fattory before fetting .

out, and demanded powder, ball, gun flints, and fmall-

that; alfo rum, tobacco, and a few other articles,. When
fupplied, they blew the hom;cand made the war-cry, and
' + C fe¢
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fet off. If they met with no flaves, they would bringhim -

ivory and camwood, Sometimes he accompanied
them-a mile orfo, and he once joined the party, anxious
to know by what means they obtained the flaves. Having
travelled -all day, they came to a fmall river, when he
wastold they had but a little way farther to go. Having
erofled the river, they ftopped till dark, Here Mr.,
Bowman, (it'was about the middle of the night) was
afraid to go farther, and prevailed on the king’s fon to
Jeave him a guard of four men. In half an hour he
heard the war-cry, by which he underftood they bad
reached the town. In about half an hour more they re-
turned, bringing'from twenty-five to thirty men, women,
and children, fome at the breaft. At this time he faw the
town in flames. 'When they had re-crofled the river, it
was juft day-light, and they reached Scaflus about mid-
day.  The prifoners were carried to different parts of the
town. ‘They are ufually brought in with ftrings around
their fecks, and fome have their hands tied acros He
never faw -any flaves there who had been conviéted of
crimes.
- He has been called up in the night to fee fires, and
told bl the town’s people, that it was war carrying on.
W

atever rivers he has traded in, fuch as Sierra Le-

ene, Junk, and little Cape Mount, he has ufually paffed
burnt and deferted villages, and learned from the natives
in the boat with him, that war had been there, and the na-
tives bad been taken in the manner as before defirsbedy and
&srried to the fbips. . \

He has alfo feen fuch upon the Coaff : while trading
at ‘Grand Baflau, he went on fthore with four black
ttaders to the town a mile off. In the way, there was
atown deferted, with only two or three houfes ftanding,
which feemed to have been a large one, as there were
two fine plantations of rice ready for cutting down. A
little further on they came to another village in much
the fame flate. H‘; was told the firft town had been
taken by war, there being many fbips then lying at Baffau ;
the people of the other had moved higher up in the

country for fear of the white men. In pafling along ﬂtg.

N




(7))

the trader’s town he faw feveral villages deferted ; thefe
the natives faid had been defiroyed by wary and the people
taken out and fold. o :
Sir George Young found flaves to be'procured by war,
by crimes, real or imputed, by kidnapping, which is
called panyaring, and a fourth mode was the inhabitants
of one village feizing thole of another weaker village,
and felling them to the fhips. : :
He believes, from two inftances, that kidnapping was
frequently practifed up Sierra Leone River. - One was
that of a beautiful infant boy, which the natives after
trying to fell to all the different trading fhips, came aleng
fide his, (the Phenix) and threatened to tofs everboardy
if no one would buy it ; faying they had panyared it with
many other people, but could not fell it, though they
had fold the others. He purchafed it for fome wine. -
The fecond was, a captain of a Liverpool thip had
ot as a temporary miftrefs, a girl from the king of
gierra Leone, and inftead of returning her on fhore o
Yeaving the coaft, as is ufually done, he took her away
with him.  Of this the king complained to Sir George
Young very heavily, calling this a&ion panyaring by the

- whites.

The term panyaring, feemed to be a word generally
ufed all along the coaft where he was, not only among.
the Englith, but the Portuguefe and Dutch. )

Captain Thompfon alfo fays, that at Sierra Leone he
has often heard the word panyarizg ; he has heard alfa
that this word, which is ufed on other parts of the coaft,
means kidnappine, or feizing of men. ’

Slaves, fays Mr. Town, are brought from the coun=
try very diftant from the coaft. The king of ‘Barra
informed Mr. Town, that on the arrival of a fhip, he
has gone three hundred miles up the country with his
guards, and driven down captives to the fea-fide. From:
Marraba, king of the Mundingocs, he has heard that
they had marched flaves out of the coun:ry fome hundred
miles ; that they had gone wood-ranging, to pick up-
every one they met with, whom .they ftripped naked,.
and, if men, bound; but if women, brought down*’

Ca2 loofe
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loofe: this he had from themfelves, and alfo, that they
often went to war with the Bullam nation, on purpofe to
get flaves. ‘They boafted that'they fhould foon have a
fine parcel for the fhallops, and the fuccefs often an-
fwered. Mr. Town has feen the prifoners (the men
bound, the women and children loofe) driven for fale to
the water-fide. He has alfo known the natives go in
gangs, marauding and catching all they could. In the
Galenas River he knew fourblacks feize a man who had
been to the fea-fide to fell one or more flaves. " This
man was returning home with the goods he had reccived
in exchange for thefe, and-they plundered and ftripped
him naked, and brought him to the trading fhallop,
which Mr, Town commanded, and fold him there.
" He believes the natives alfo fometimes become flaves,
in confequence of crimes, as well as, that it is no un-
common thing on the coaft, to impute crimes falfely for the
Jake of [elling the perfons fo accufed. Several refpe&able
perfons at Bance ifland, and to windward of it, all told
Mr. Town that it was common t5. hring on * palavers
to make flaves, and he believes it from the information
of the flaves afterwards, when brought down the coun-
try, and put on board the fhips. )
OfF Piccaninni Seftus, farther down on the windward
coaft, Mr. Dove obferved an inftance of a girl be=
ing kidnapped, and brought on board, by one Ben
Johnfop, a black trader, who had fcarcely left the fhip
In his canoe, with the price of her, when another
canoe with two black men came in a hurry to the
fhip, and inquired concerning this girl. Having been
allowed to fee her, they hurried down to_their canoe,
and haftily paddled off. ~ Overtaking Ben Johnfon, they.
brought him back to the fhip, got him on the quarter-
deck, and calling him teefee (which implies thief) to the
captain, offered him for fale. Ben Johnfon remonftrated,
afking the captain, ¢ if he would buy him whom he
knew to be a grand trading man :”’ to which the cap-

® An African word, which fignifies confcrences of the natives on any
publick fubje®, or as in this place, accr arisis a4 trialss

'
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tain anfwered, < if they would fell him;. he would eer--
tainly buy him, be he what he would,” which he aceord—
ingly did, and put him into irons immediately with dn-
other man. He was led to think, from this initanee,
that kidnapping was the made of obtaining, flaves upone
this part of the coaft. C - -

Lieutenant Storey fays, that flaves are generally ob~
tained on the Windward coaft by marauding partiesy
from one village to another in the night. He has knowm
canoes come from a diftance, and carry off numbers in
the night. .He- has gone into the interior country, beé~
tween Baffau and the River Seftus; and ail the nations:
there go armed, from the fear of marauding parties, whofe:
pillages in thefe countries are termed war.

At one time in particular, while Mr. Storey was ont
the coaft, a marauding party from Grand Seftus came
in canoes, and attacked Grand Cora in the night, and:
took off twelve or fourteen of the inhabitants. Tlhg:
canoes of Grand Seftus carry twelve or fourteen men,,
and with thele go 2 marauding among their neighbours..
Mr. Storey has often feen them at fea out of fight of’
land in the day, and taking the opportunity of night to»
land where they pleafed. .

Mr. Falconbridge fuppofes the flave trade; on thefe:
parts to be chiefly fupplied by kidnapping. On his fecond:
voyage,. at. Cape: Mount and- the: Windward Coaft, a
man was hrought on board, well known to the captain
and his officers, and was purchafed. This man faid he:
had been invited one evening tu drink with his neigh~
bBours. When about to depart, two- of them gat up-
to fcize him; and he would have efcaped, but he was.
ftopped by a large dog.. He faid this mode of kidnapping:
was common in his country.. . .

In: the fame voyage, twa black traders came in a.
canoe, and informed the captain there was trade a little;
lower down. The captain went there, and finding ne-
trade, faid he would not be made a fool, and therefore:
detained one of the canoe-men.. In. about two hours:
afterwards a very fine man was brought on board, and
fold, and the canoe-man was releafed. He was informed

C3 ‘ by-
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by the black pilot, that this man'had been furrounded and
feized on the beach, from whence he had been brought
to the fhip and fold. ‘

* Lieutenant Simpfon fays, from what he faw, he believes
the flave trade is the occafion of wars among the natives.

From the natives of the Windward Coaft he underftood
that the villages were always at war; and the black-

traders and others gave as.a reafon for it, that the kings
wanted flaves. If a trading canoe, along-fide Mr.
Simpfon’s thip, faw a larger canoe coming from a village
they were at war with, they inftantly fled ; and fometimes
without receiving the value of their goods. On inquiry,

- he learned their reafons to be, that if taken they would
have been made flaves.

"Mr. How ftates, that when at Secundee, fome or- .

der came from Cape Coaft Caftle. The fame after-
noon feveral parties went out armed, and returned the
fame night with a number of flaves, which were put
into the repofitory of the fatory. Next morning he faw

ople, who came to fee the captives, and to requeft Mr.,
ﬁarfh, the refident, to releafe fomme of their children and
relations. - Some were releafed, and part fent off to Cape
Coaft Caftle. He had every reafon to belicve they had
been obtained unfairly, as they came at an unfeafonable
time of the night, and from their parents and friends
crying and begging their releafe. He was told as
much from Mr. Marth himfelf, who faid, he did not mind
bow they got them, for be purchafed them fairly. He
cannot tell whether this praétice fubfifted before; but
when he has gone into the woods he has met thirty or
forty natives, who fled always at his appearance, although
they were armed. Mr. Marfh faid, they were afraid of
his taking them prifoners. : .

The fame Mr. Marfh made no fcruple alfo of thewing
him the ftores of the fa&ory. They confifted of different
kinds of chains made of iron, as likewife an inftrument
made of wood, about five inches long, and an inch in:
diaeter, or lefs, which he was told by Mr. Marth was
thrut into a man’s mouth horizontally, and tied behind.

te
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10 prevent him from crying out, whew tranfported at night
along the country. . :
* Dr. Trotter fays, that the natives of thefe parts are
fometimes flaves from crimes, but the greater part of the-
flaves are, what are called prifoners of war. Of his
whole cargo he recolleéts only three criminals ; two fold’
for adultery, and one for witchcraft, whofe whole family
fhared his fate. One of the firft faid he had been dscoyed
by a woman who had told her hufband, and he was fen-
tenced to pay a flave; but being poor, was fold himfelf.
Such firatageins are frequent; the fourth mate of Dr. .
Trotter’s fhip was fo decoyed, and obliged to pay a flave,
under the threat of ftopping trade. The laft faid he
had had a quarrel with a Cabotheer, or great man, who
‘in revenge accufed him of witchcraft, and fold him and
his family for flaves. 4
" Dr. Trotter having often atked Accra, a principal
trader at Le Hou, what he meant by prifoners of war,
found they were fuch as were carried Zﬂ by a fet of ma-
rauders, who ravage the country for that purpefe.  The
bufh-men making war to make trade (that is to make
flaves) was a common way of fpeaking among the
ttaders. The practice was alfo confirmed by the flaves
on board, who fhewed by geftures how the robbers had
come upon them : and during their paflage from Africa
to the Weft Indies, fome of the boy-flaves played a -
ame, which they called flave-taking, or buth-fighting 3
ﬁxcwing the different manoeuvres thereof in leaping, fal-
lying, and retreating.  Inquiries of this nature put to
women, were anfwered only by viclent burfls of forrow..
He once faw a black trader fénd his canoe to take
three fithermen employed in the offing, who were imme-
diately brought on board, and put in irons, and about a
week afterwards he was paid for -hem. He remembers
another man taken in the fame way from on board a-
canoe along-fide. The fame trader very frequently [ent.
Sflaves on board in the night, which, from their own infor-
mation, he found, were every one of them taken in the
neighbourhood of Annamaboe. He remarked, that -
flaves fent off in the night, were not paid for till theyb};ad
- en



(2 )y

Been fome time on board, left, he thinks, they fhould be
claimed ; for fome were really reftored, one in particulary.
a boy, was carried on fhore by fome near relations,
which boy told him, he had lived in the neighbourhood:
of Annamaboe, and was kidnapped. '
There were many boys and girls on beard Dr. Trot-
ter’s fhip, who had no relations on board, Many of
them told him they had been kidnapped in the neigh-
bourhood of Annamaboe, particularly a girl of about
eight years old, who faid fthe had been carried off from-
her mother by the man who fold her to the fhip. .
Mr. Falconbridge was aflured by the Rev. Philip.
Quakoo, chaplain at Cape Coaft Caftle, on. the Gold
Coaft, that the greateft number of flaves were made by.
kidnapping. -
He has heard that the great men on this part of the:
eoaft, drefs ? and employ women to entice young men to:
be conne&ed with them, that they may be conviéted of
adultery and fold. v
Licutenant Simpfon heard at Cape Coaft Catftle,. and:
other parts of the Gold Coaft, repeatedlyfrom the black

traders, that the flave-trade made wars and palavers. Mr.
Quakoo, chaplain at Cape Coaft Caftle, informed him,.

that wars were made in the interior parts, for the fole
purpofe of getting flaves.

here are two crimes on the Gold Coaft, which feem
made on purpofe to procure flaves ; adultery and the re-
moval of fetiches*. As to adultery, he was warned"
againft conne&ing himfelf with any woman not pointed:
out to him, for that the kings ept feveral who were fent
out toallure the umwary, and that, if found to be conneéted-
with thefe, he would be feized, and made to pay the:
price of a man flave. As to fetiches, conﬁﬂin% o?'
pieces of wood, old' pitchers, kettles, and the like, laid,
in the path-ways, he was warned to avoid difplacing
- them, for if he thould, the natives, who were on the

watch, would feize him, and, as before, exat the price:

® Certain things of various forts, to which the fuperftition of the
country has ordercd, for various reafons, an attcntion to be paid, ¢
o

.
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of a-man flave. Thefe baits are laid equally for natives
and Europeans; but the former are bettér acquainted
with the law, and confequently more upon their guard..

* Mr. Ellifon fays, that while one of the fhips he be-
longed to, viz. the Briton, was lying in Benin river
Captain Lemma Lemma, a Benin trader, came on board
to receive his cuftoms. This man being on the deck
and happening to fee a canoe with three people in it,
crofling the river, difpatched one of his own canoes to
feize and take it. Upon overtaking it, they brought it
to the fhip. It contained three perfons, an old man, and
a young man and woman. The chief mate bought the -
two latter, but the former being too old, was refufed:
Upon this, Lemma ordered the old man into the. cance,
where his head was chopped off, and he was thrown over-
board. Lemma had many war cances, fome of which
had fix or eight fwivels ; he feemed to be feared by the
reft of the natives. Mr. Ellifon did not fee a canoe out
on the river while Lemma was there, except this, and
if they had known he had been out, they would not have
come. He difcovered by figns, that the old man killed-
was the father of the two other negroes, and that they
were brought there by force.. They were not the fub-
jeéts of Lemma. T A ,

At Bonny, fays Mr. Falconbridge, the greateft num-,, .
ber of flaves come from inland. Large canoes, fome
having a three or four pounder lathed on their bows, go
to the up-country, and in eight or ten days return ‘with
great numbers of flaves : he heard once, to the amount.
of twelve hundred at one time. The people in thefe
canoes have generally cutlaffes, and a quantity of muf~
kets, but he cannot tell for what ufe. ’

Mr. Falconbridge does not believe that many of thefe.
flaves are prifoners of war, as we underffand the word war.. .
In Africa, a piratical expedition for making flaves, is
termed war. A confiderable trader at Bonny explained
to him the meaning of this word, and faid, that they
went in the night, fet fire to towns, and caught the peo--
ple as they fled fram the flames. The fame trader faid,
that this praltice was very common. ' M

. , . .
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Mr. Falconbridge fays alfo, that in his third voyage,
which was to Bonny, a woman was brought on board
big with child. As fK )
by means of the interpreter, how fhe came to be fold.
Her reply was, that returning home from a vifit, the was

feized, and ufter being paf?ed through various hands,
was brought down to the water-fide, and fold to a trader,
* ‘who afterwards fold her to the fhip.

In the fame voyage an elderly man brought on board
faid, (through the interpreter,) that he and his fon were
{eized as they were planting yams, b profefled kidnap-
pers; by which, he means perfons WK
their conflant practice. '

On his laft voyage, which was alfo to Bonny, a canoe
came along-fide his veflel, belonging to a noted trader
in flaves, from which a fine ftout fellow was handed on
board, and fold. Mr. Falconbridge feeing the man
amazed and confounded when he difcovered himfelf to
be a flave, inquired of him, by means of an interpreter,

- why he was fold. He replied, that he had had occafion to
come to Bonny to this trader’s houfe, who afked if he
had ever feen a fhip: replying no, the trader faid, he
would treat him with the fight of one. The man con-
fenting, faid he was thereupon brought on board, and thus
‘treacheroufly fold. All the flaves Mr. Falconbridge.

ever talked ‘to by means of interpreters, faid they had

been ftolen. . _
Mr, Douglas, when afhore at Bonny Point, faw a
young woman come out of the wood to the water-fide

to bathe. Soon afterwards two men came from the wood,’

fcized, bound, and beat her for making refiftance, and
bringing her to him, Mr. Douglas defired them to put her
on board, which they did ; the captain’s orders were; when
any body brought down flaves, inftantly to put them off
to the thip.

When a fhip arrive$ at Bonny, the king (ends his war’

canoes up the rivers, where they furprifeall they can lay
hold of.  They had a young man on board, who was
thus captured, with his father, mother, and three fifters.
The young man afierwards in Jamaica having learat’

: ’ Englith,,

e attraled his notice, he afked her,

o make kidnapping

[ —




€ 15 )

Englith, told Mr. Douglas the ftory, aod faid it was
common pra&tice. Thefe war canoes are akways armed.
The king’s canoes came with flaves openly in the day ;
others in the evening, with one or two flaves bound, ly~
ing in the boat’s bottom, covered with mats,

Mr. Morley ftates, that in Old Calabar perfons are
fold as flaves for adultery and theft., On pretence of
adultery, he remembers a woman fold.

He has been told alfo by the natives at Calabar, that

they took flaves in what they call wary, which he found
‘was putting the villages in confuftan, and catching them as
they could. A man on board the fhip he was in, thewed

* how he was taken at night by furprize, and faid bis wife -
“and children were taken with him, but they were not

in the fame fhip, Mr. Morley had reafon to think, from
the man’s words, that they took. nearly the whole village,
that is, all thofe that could not get away.

Capt. Hall fays, when a fthip arrivesat Old Calabar,

or the River Del-Rey, the traders always go up into -
the country for flaves. They go in their war canoes,

and take with them fome goods, which they get previ-
oufly from the fhips.
e has feen from three to ten canoes in a fleet, each

with from forty to fixty paddlers, and twenty to thirty.

traders and pther people with mutkets, fuppofe one to
each man, with a three or four pounder lathed on the bow
of the canoe. ‘They are generally abfent from ten days
to three weeks, when they return with a number of flaves
pinioned, or chained together.

‘Captain Hall has ofien afked the mode of procu.ring'

flaves inland, and bas been told by the traders,-that they
have been got in war, and fold by the perfons taking
them.

- Mr. J. Parker fays, he left the thip to which he be-
longed at Old Calabar, where being kindly received by
the king’s fon, he ftaid with him on the continent for

five months. During this time he was prevailed upon .

by.the king’s fon to accompany him to war *. Accord-
’ ingly,

# The readeris earneftly requefted to take notice, that the word war,
as adopted into the African language, meansin general robéory, or .a ma-
rauding

RN ——
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ingly, having fitted out and armed the canoes, they went
“up the river Calabar, In the day time they lay under
the buthes when they approached a village, but-at night
flew up to it, and took hold of every.one they could fee ;
thefe they handcuffed, brought down to the canoes, and
fo proceeded up the river till they got to the amount of
forty-five, with whom they returned to New Town,
where fending to the captains of the fhipping, they di-
vided them among the fhips. , ' '

_ About a fortnight after this expsdition, they went
again, and were out eight or nine days, plundering other
villages higher up the river. They feized on much the
fame number as before, brought them to New-Town,
gave the fame notice, and difpofed of them as before
among the thips. ' :

- They took man, woman, and child, as they could
casch them in the houfes, ‘and except fucking children,

who went with their mothers, there was no care taken to .

prevent theé feparation of the children from the parents
when fold.  When fold to the Englith merchants they la-
nented, and - cried that they -were taken away by
force. ' ’

The king at Old Calabar was certainly not at war
with the people up this river, nor had they made any at-
tack upon him. It happened that flaves weré very flack
in the back country at that time, and were wanted when
he went on thefe expeditions.

Mr. Falconbridge thinks crimes are falfely imputed,
Sor the é’a&e of felling the accufed. On the fecond voyage
at the River Ambris, among.the flaves brought on board
was one who had the craw craw, a kind of itch. He was
told by one of the failors, that this man was-fithing in
the river, when a king’s officer, called Mambocoka,
wanted brandy and other goods in the boats but having ne
Slave to buy them with, accufed this man of extartion in the

vauding expedition, for the purpofe of getting flavess Two noted black tra-

ders are fi-und themfelves to have explained the termto two of the Evi-.

dences (Trotter, p. 11. Falconbridge, p. 14.) and it appears decidedly

by the accounts og Wadftrom, Town, Bowman, Storey, Morley, and

- Parker, that the catching of men is denominated by the Africans te
ware

- , ' Jale.
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Jale of bis fifb, and after fome kind of trial on the beach,
condemned him to be fold. He was told this by the
boat’s crew, who were athore when it happened, who
told it as of their own knowledge. : '
_ Befides the accounts juft given, from what the above
witnefles faw and heard on the Coaft of Africa, as to the
different methods of making flaves, there are others con-
tained in the evidence, which were learnt from the mouths -
tff dl:he flaves themfevles, after their arrival in the Weft
ndies. .
_ Some of thefe have informed feveral of the witnefles
en this occafion, that they were taken in war,~(Hall and,
Woolrich) others, that they were taken by furprife in
their towns, or while at work in their fields, (Hall). or as
they were ftraggling from their huts, or cultivating their
lands, (Dalrymple) or tending their corn (Woolrich) :
others, that they were: taken by armed canoes up the
rivers, (Douglas) others, by ftratagem, (Cook) or kid-
napped, (Rev. Mr. Davies, Dean of Middleham, Mr.-
Fitzmaurice) which kidnapping prevailed in theé inland

~ parts at a great diftance from the thore, (Dr. Harrifon)

and was with fome a profeffed -occupation, and a com-
mon practice (Falconbridge and Clappefon. )

CHAP 1L

Europeans, by means of the Trade in Slaves, the occafion Of

" thefe Enormities.—Sometimes ufe additional Means to
excite the Natives to pradtife them.—Qften attempt
tbﬂ'y’lv” to ﬁml,tbt Natiw:, and ucceed.~ Force
Trade as they pleafey and are guilty of Injuplice in their
Dealings, P

HE Moors (fays Mr. Kiernan) have always a

frong inducement to go to war with the negrocs,
moft of the European goods they obtainy being got in ex-
change for flaves. Hence defolation and wafte.

+D M.
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."Mr. Towne obferves, that the intercourfe of the Africans
with the Europeans, has improved them-in roguery, to
plunder and fteal, and pick up one another to fell. : -

Dr. Trotter afking a black trader, what they made of
their flaves when the French and Englith ‘were at war,
was anfwered, that when fhips ceafed to come; flaves ceafed
to be taken. . .

~ Mr. Ifaac Parker fays, that the king of Old Calabar |

was certainly not at war with the people up that river,’
nor had they made any attack on him. It happened that
flaves were very flack in the back country at this time,
and were -wanted when he went on the expeditions, de-'
fcribed in a former page (p. 16.)

Mr. Wadftrom fays, that king Barbefin, while he, .

Mr. Wadftrom, was at Joal, was unwilling to pillage
his fubje&s, but he was excited to-it by means of a con-
ftant intoxication, kept up by the French and Mulattoes
of the embafly, who general{y agreed- every morning on
taking this method to effect their purpofe.  When fober,
he always exprefled a reluétance to harvafs his people.
Mr. Wadftrom alfo heard the king hold the fame lan-
guage on different days ; and yet he afterwards ordered
the pillage to be executed. Mr. Wadftrom'has no doubt,
but that he alfo pillages in other parts of his dominions,
fince itis the cuftom of mulatto merchants (as both they
and the French officers declare) when they want flaves
to go to the kings, and excite them to pillages, which are
ufually practifed on all that part of the coaft.

The French Senegal company alfo, in order to obtain
their compliment of flaves, had recourfe to their ufual
method on fimilar occafions, namely of bribing the
Mbors, and [ufpling them with arms ard ammunitior, te
Jeize king Dalmammy’s fubjedts. By Janualg 12th,
1788, when Mr. Wadftrom arrived at Senegal, fifty had
- been taken, whom the king defired to ranfom, but they

had been all difpatched to Cayenne. Some were brought -
in every day afterwards, and put in the company’s flave-,

hold, in a mifcrable ftate, the greater part being badly

wounded by fabres and mufket balls.  The direétor of
the company conducted Mr. Wadftrom there, with Dr.

Spaarman
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Spaarman, whom he confulted as a medical man in the;r
behalf. Mr. Wadftrom particularly remembers one Iy-
ing in his blood, whith flowed from a wound made by a
ball in his fhoulder.

Mr. Dalrymple underftoed it common for European

traders to advance goods to chiefs, to induce them to [eize
their fubjeéls or neighbours. Not one of the Mulatto
traders at Goree ever thought of denying it.
- Mr. Bowman having f:ttled at the. head of Scaflus
River, informed the king, and others, that hc was come
to refide as a trader, and that his orders were, t5 fupply
them with powder and ball, and to encourage them to go to
war. ‘They anfwered they would go to war in two or
three days. By this timie they came to the factory, faid
they were going to war, and wanted powder, ball, rum;.
and tobacco. When thefe were given them, they went off
to the number of from twenty-five to thirty, and in fix
or feven days, a part of them returned with three flaves.

. In1769, (fays Lieut. Storey) Captain Paterfon, of a
Liverpool fhip, {ying off Briftol Town, fet two villages at
, ?j{ﬁriance, and bought prifoners, near a dozen, from both

ides. : :

» Mr. Morley owns, with fhame, that he has made the.
natives drunk, in order to buy a good man or woman
flave, to whom he found them attached. He has feen
this done by others. Captain Hildebrand, commanding
afloop of Mr. Brue’s, bought.one of the wives of a man,
whom be' had previoufly made drunk, and who wifhed to
redeem her, when fober next day, as did the perfon he

(M. Morley) bought the man of, but neither of them

was given up. He fuppofes they would have given a

third more than the price paid, to have redeemed them.

Sir George Young fays, that when at Annamaboe, at
Mr. Brue’s, (a very great merchant there) Mr. Brue
had two hoftages, king’s fons, for paymeat for arms, and
all kinds of military ftores, which he had fupplied to the
two kings, who were at war with each other, to procure
ffaves for at leafl fix or [even fhipsy then lying in the road..
The prifoners on both fides were brought down to Mr.~
Brue, and fent to the fhips.

D2 Mr.
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Mr.J. Parker has known prefents made by the cap- -

tains to the black traders, to snduce them to bring flaves.
Captain Colley in particular gave them fome pieces of
cannon, which he himfelf faw landed.

On the fubjeét of Europeans attempting to carry off
the natives, (seneral Rooke fays, that it was propofed to
him by three captains of Englith flave thips, lying under
the fort of Goree, to kidnap a bundred, or a hundred
and fifty, men, women, and children, king Damel’s
fubjeéts, who had come to Goree in confequence of the
friendly intercourfe between him and Damel. He refufed,

and was much fhocked by the propofition. They faid .

fuch things had been done by a former Governor, - but
the chief Maraboo at Rufitk did not recolle&t any
fuch event. .

Mr. Wadftrom was informed at Goree, -by Captain
Wignie, from Rochelle, who was juft arrived from the
river Gambia, that a little before his departure from that
river, three Englith veflels were cut off by the natives,
owing to the captain of one of them, who had his carg
being tempted by a fair wind, to fail away with fevergi
of the free negroes, then drinking with the crew. Soon
afterwards the wind changed, and he was driven back,
feized, and killed, with all his crew, and thofe of the two
other veflels. Mgr, Wadftrom has, by accident, met
with the infurer of two of thefe veflels in London, who®
confirmed the above fadts.

Captain Hills fays, 2 man at Gambia, who called him-
felf a prince’s brother, had been carried off to the Weft
Indies, hy an Englith fhip, but making his cafe known
to the governor, was fent by him to Europe. Captain
Hills was advifed not to go on thore at Gambia, by the
merchants there, for fear of being taken by the natives,
who owed the Englith a grudge for fome injuries re=

ceived.

. % The Editor {faw, in the month of April, 1791, in St.Thomas’s hofa
pital, a young lad, the only vne of the three crews that was futfered to
efcape upon this occafion. After having be¢n for months' in confine~
ment up the country, he was brought off by accident, by an Englifh

hip.
Mrs
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~ Mr. John Bowman fays, that when a mate under
Captain Strangeways, the fhip then lying in the river

- 8. Leone, at White Man’s Bay, ready to fail, he was fent

on fhore to invite two traders on board. They came
and were fhewn into the cabin. Mean time people were

- employed in fetting the fails, it being almoft night, and
* the land breeze making down the river. When they

had weighed anchor, and got out to fea, Mr. Bowman
was called down by the captain, who, pointing to the
Tail-cafe, defired him to look into it and fee what a fine
prize he had got. To his furprize, he faw lying faft
afleep, the two men who had come on board with him,
the captain having made them drunk, and concealed
them there. When they awoke they were fent upon
deck, ironed, and put forward among the other flaves.

‘On arriving at Antigua they were fold.

~ The Rev. Mr. Newton has known thips and boats-
‘cut off at Sherbro, ufually in retaliation. .'

Once when he was on fhore, the traders fuddenl
put him into his long-boat, telling him that a thip _]UK
pafled had carried off two people. Had it been known
in ‘the town, he would have been detained. He has
known many other fuch inftances, but after thirty-fix
years, he cannot fpecify them. It was a general opinion,
founded on repeated and indifputable falls, that depre-
dations of this fort were frequently committed by the
Europeans. 4 ,

r. Newton has fometimes found all trade-flopped,
and the depredations of European traders have- been
affigned by the natives as the caufe, and he has more than
once or twice made up breaches of this kind betwcen the
thips and the natives.. . ‘

He believes feveral captains of flave thips were honeft
Kumane men; but he has good reafon to-think, they
were not all fo. The taking off flaves by force has
been thought moft frequent in the laft voyages of cap--
tains, He has often heard mafters and officers exprefs
this opinion. Depredations ‘and reprifals made to get
them were fo frequent that the Europeans and Africans
suere in a [pirit of m}t;ual diftrufl : he does not mean

3 . that
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that there were no depredations except in their laft voy-
ages. He has known Liverpool and Briftol thips ma-
terially injured from the condu& of fome fhips, from
the fame ports, that had left the coaft.- Itis a fa& that
fome captains have committed depredations in their laft
voyages who have not been known to have done it
befare. - T

" Mr. Towne was once prefent with part of the crew of
his fhip the Sally, at an expedition undertaken by the
whites for feizing negroes, and joined by other boats to
receive thofe they could catch.  To prevent all alarm,
they bound the mouths of the captives, with oakum and
handkerchiefs. One woman fhrieked and the natives
turned.out in defence. He had then five of them tied in
the boat, and the other boats were in readinefs to take
in what more they could get. All his party were armed,
and the men of the town purfued them with firft a fcat-
tering, and at length a general, fire, and feveral of the
men belonging to the boats, he has reafon to believe,
were killed, wounded, or taken, as he never heard of
them afterwards. He was wounded himfelf. The
flaves he had taken were fold at Charleftown, Scuth
Carolina. The natives had not previoufly committed
any hoftilities againft any of the thips, whofe boats were
concerned in this tranfaction. They owed goods to the
captain, for which he refolved to obtain flaves at” any

rate. - He has had feveral fhip-mates, who have them- -

felves told him, they have been concerned in fimilar
tranfations, and have made a boaft of it, and who have
been wounded alfo. )

Mr. Falconbridge was informed by Captain Gould
of the Alert, that he had carried off a man from Little
Cape Mount.

Mr. Storey believes the natives of the Windward
Coaft are often fraudulently carried off by the Euroe
peans. He has been told by them, that they had loft
their friends at different times, and fuppofed them taksn
by European fhips going along the coaft. He has him~
felf taken. up canoes at fea, which were challenged by
the natives, who fuppofed the men in them had been
taken off the day before by a Dutchman. i

.‘ ) When
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. When once at an anchor, in his boat, between the
river Seftus and Settra Crue, he prevented the crew of
a long-boat, belonging to a Dutchman then lying off
fhore, from being cut oft by the natives, who gave as a
reafon for their intentions, that a fhip of that country
fome days before bad taken off four men belonging to the
place.

Afterwards, in 1768, being in a boat, with two other
white perfons, the natives attacked them. Both the
former were killed, aud he himfelfy covered with blood
and wounds, was only fuffered to efcape, by confenting
to give up boat and cargo, and to go to Gaboon. The
reafon the natives gave for this procedure was, that a
fhip from Liverpool (one Captain Lambert) had, fome
time before, taken a canoe full of their townfinen, and
carried her away. He heard the fame thing confirmed
afterwards at Gaboon.

Mr. Douglas ftates, that near Cape Coaft the natives
make fmoke as a fignal for trade. On board his thip
(the Warwick Caftle) they faw the fmoke and ftood in
fhore, which brought off many canoes. Pipes, tobacco;
and brandy, were got on deck, to entice the people in
them on board. ‘The gratings were unlaid, the flave=
room cleared, and every preparation made to feize them
two only could be prevailed on to come up the fhip’s
fide, who ftood in the main chains, but on the feamen
. approaching them they jumped off, and the canoes all

made for thore. ,

. The Gregfon’s people, while at Bonny, informed Mr.
Douglas that in running down the goal{ they had kid
napped thirty-two of the natives. He faw flaves on
board that thip when the came in, and it is not cuflomary
for thips bound to Bonny, to ftop and trade by the way.

Mr. How fays, that abreaft of Cape La Hou, feveral
canoes came alongfide of His Majefty’s thip Grampus,

" and on coming on board informed the captain, that an
Englith Guinea trader a fortnight before had taken off
fix canoes with men, who had gone off to them with
provifions for trade. On coming to Appolonia he was
alfo told by Mr. Buchanan, the refident there, thata

. Guineaman,
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Guincaman, belonging to one Griffith, an Englihmart,
rand a notorious trader and kidnapper, between Cape
La Hou and Appolonia, was then in that latitude.
Captain Hall was told by Capt. Jeremiah Smith, that
in 1771, a Captain Fox had taken off fome people’ from
the Windward Coaft. : ‘
He fays alfo, that the boat’s crew of the Venus,
Captain Smith, which had been fent to Fernandipo for
ams from Calabar, enticed 2 canoe to come alongfide
that .had about ten men in her. As foon as fhe got
near, the boat’s crew fired into her, on: which they
jumped overboard : fome ‘were wounded, and one was
taken out of the water, and died in lefs than an hour in.
the boat: two others were taken up unhurt, and carried

to Old Calabar to the fhip. Captain Smith was angry

at the officer for this procedure, and fent back the two
men to the bay, from whence they had been taken:.
Immediately after the boat had committed this depre-
dation, Captain Hall happened to go into the fame bay
in his own fhip’s long-boat, and fending on thore two
men to fill water, they were furrounded by the natives,.
who drove three fpears into one of the men, and wounded’
the other with a large ftick, in confequence of taking
away the two men juft mentioned. It was faid that the
crew had difputed with the natives on thore when trading
with them for yams, but the former had not done-any
of the boat’s crew any injury.

Mr. Ellifon knew two flaves taken from the ifland of

Fernandipo by the Dobfon’s boat of Liverpool, and car--

ried to Old Calabar, where the fhip lay. He went to the
fame ifland for yams, a few days after the tranfaction,
~and fired, as the ufual fignal, for the natives to bring
them. Seeing fome of them peep through the bufhes,
he wondered why they would not come to the boat. He
accordingly fwam on fhore, when fome of the iflanders
came round him: an old man fhewed, by figns, that a
thip’s boat had ftolen a man and woman. He was then
foon furrounded by numbers, who prefented darts to him,
fignifying they would kill him, 'if the man and woman
were not brought back. Upon this, the people inbthe
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boat fired fome fhot, when they all ran into the woods,
Mr. Ellifon went to Calabar, and told Captain Briggs he
could get no yams, in confequence of the two people
being ftolen ; upon which Capt. Briggs told the captain
of the Dobfon, there would be no more trade if he did
not deliver up the people, which he at length did. As
foon as the natives faw their countrymen, they loaded
the boat with yams, goats, fowls, honey, and palm -wine :
and they would take nothing for them. They had the
man and woman delivered to them, whom they carried
away in their arms. The Dobfon did not ftay above
eight, ten, or twelve days. This was the /a/? trip her
boat was to make, when they carried off the two flaves. .

Mr. Morley fays, that when off Taboo, two men
came in a canoe, along-fide his veflel. One of them
came up, and fat on the netting, but would not come
into the fhip. The captain at length, inticing him, in-
toxicated him fo with brandy and laudanum, that he fell
in upon deck. The captain then ordered him to be put
into the men’s room, with a centry over him. The
other man in the canoe, after calling in vain for his
companion, paddled off faft towards the fhore. The
captain fired feveral raufket balls after him, which did not
hit him. About three or four leagues farther down, twa
men came on board from anether canoe. While they
were on board, a drum was kept beating near the man
who had been feized, to prevent his hearing them, or
they him. ‘ )

He fays again, in fpeaking of another part of the
coaft, that Captain Briggs’s chief mate, in Old Calabar
River, lying in ambuth to ftop the natives coming downa
the creek, purfued Oruk Robin John, who, jumping on
fhore, fhot the mate through the head, : -

He fays alfo, of another part of the coaft, that a Mr,
Walker, mafter of a floop, was on board the Jolly Prince,
Capt. Lambert, when the king of Nazareth ftabbed the
captain at his own table, and took the veflel, putting all
the whites to death, except the cook, a boy, and, he
believes, one man. Captain Walker, being afked why
the. king of Nazareth took this ftep, faid it was on
L . account
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account of the people, whom Matthews had carried off
from Gaboon and Cape Lopez the voyage before. Walker
efcaped, by knowing the language of the country. .

Mr. Morley failed afterwards with the fame Captain
Matthews to Gaboon River, where the Chiefs fons
came on board him to demand what he had done with:
their fons, and the boys he had carried off (the fame as
Walker alluded to) and told him, that if he dared to
come on fhore, they would have his head.

As a farther corroboration, that fuch praltices as the
above take place, it appears in evidence, that the natives
of the coaft and iflands are found conftantly hovering in.
their canoes, at a diftance, about fuch veflels as are
pafling by, fhy of coming on board, for fear of bein
taken off, [Hall, Falconbridge, Claxton, Bowman, &c.ﬁ'

- But if they can difcover that fuch veflels are not in the

Pave trade, but are men of war, they come on board
readily, [Sir George Young]. or without any hefitation,
which they would et otherwife have done, [Mr. Howe]
and in numbers, [Lieutenant Simpfon] and traverfe the
thips with as much confidence as if they bad been on fhorey

.[Captain Wilfon. ]

Mr. Ellifon fays, when he was lying at Yanamaroo,
in the Gambia, flaves were breught down. The traders-
raifed the price. The captains would not give it, but
thought to compel them by firing upon the town. They

~ fired red hot fhot from the fhip, and fet feveral houfes on:

fire. All the fhips, feven or eight, fired.

Mr. Falconbridge heard Captain Vicars, of a Briftol
thip, fay at Bonny, when his traders were flack, he fired
a gun into or over the town, to frefhen their way.
Captain Vicars told this to him and other people there
at the time, but he has feen no inftance of it himfelf.

Mr. Ifaac Parker fays, the Guinea captains lying in
Old Calabar River, fixed on a certain price, and agreed
to lie under a [.50 bond, if any one of them fhould
give more for flaves than another; in confequence of
which, the natives did. not readily bring flaves on board
to fell at thofe prices ; upon which, the captains ufed to-
row guard at night, to take the canoes as they. paﬂ'e‘dhi the
. PSy.
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" fhips, and fo ftopping the flaves from getting to their
towns, prevent the traders from getting them. Thefe
they took on board the different fhips, and kept them-
till the traders agreed to [fell at the old prices.

Lieutenant Storey fays, that Captain Jeremiah Smith,’
in the London, in 1766, havirg a difpute with the natives
of New Town Old Calabar, concerning the ftated price
which he was to give for flaves, for feveral days ftopped
every canoe coming down the Creek from New Town,
and alfo fired feveral guns indifcriminately over the woods
into_the towny till he brourht them to his own terms. -

Captain Hall fays, in Old Calabar River there are two
towns, Old Town and New Town. A rivalfhip in trade. .
produced a jealoufy between the towns ; fo that through.

- fear of each other, for a confiderable time, 7o canse

would leave their towns to go up the river for flaves. This
happened in 1767. In-this year feven fhips, of which
five were the following—Duke ef York, Bevan,—Edgary
Lazce,—Indian Queen, Lewis,—Nancy, Maxwell,~and
Canterbury, Sparks,—lay off the point which feparates
the towns. Six of the captains invited the people of.
both towns on board on a certain day, as if to reconcile
them : at the fame time they ‘agreed with the people of:
New Town to cut off all the Old Town people who
fhould remain on board the next morning. The Old-
Town people perfuaded of the fincerity of the captains.
propofal, went on board in great numbers. Next morning,
-at eight .o’clock, one of the fhips fired a gun, as a
fignal to commence hoftilities. Some of the traders:
were fecured on board, fome were killed in refifting, and
fome got overboard, and were fired upon. When the
firing began, the New Town people, who were in ambufh -
behind the Point, came forward, and picked up the peo-
ple of Old Town, who were fwimming. and had cfcaped
the firing. After the firing was over, the captains of
five of the fhips delivered their prifoners, (perfons of con-.
fequence) to the New Town canoes, twc of whom were
beheaded alongfide the thips. The inferior prifoners were
carried to the Weft Indies. One of the ¢aptains, whe
had fecured three of the king’s brothers, delivered on;la of
! them
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them to the chief man of New Town, who was one of
‘the two beheaded alongfide ; the other brothers he kept
on board, promifing, when the fhip was flaved, to deliver
them to the chief man of New Town. His fhip was
foon flaved on account of his promife, and the number of
prifoncrs made that day ;- but he refufed to deliver the
king’s two brothers, according to his promife, and car-
ried them to the Weft Indies, and fold them. It hap-
pened in procefs of time, that they efcaped to Virginia,
and frem thence, after three years, to Briftol, where the
captain who brought them, fearing he had done wrong,
meditated carrying, or fending them back ; but Mr. Jones

of Briftol, who had fhips trading to Old Calabar, and -

hearing who they were, had them taken from the fhip,
(where they were in irons) by Habeas Corpus. After
inquiry how they were brought from Africa, they were
liberated, and put in one of Mr. Jones’s fhips for Old
Calabar, where Captain Hall was, when they arrived in
- the fhip Cato, Langdon.
So fatisfied were the people of Old Town, in 1767,
- of the fincerity of the captains who invited them, and of
the New Town people, towards a reconciliation, that the
night before the maffacre, the chief man of Old Town
gave to the chief man of New Town, one of his favourite
women as a wife. It was faid that from three to four
bundred perfons were killed that day, in the fhips, in the
water, or carried off the coaft.
The king efcaped from the fhip he was in, by killing
two of the crew, who attempted to feize him. He then
ot into a one-man canoe, and paddled to the fhore. A
ﬁx pounder from one of the fhips ftruck the canoe to
& pieces; he then fwam on fhore to the woods near the
thips, and reached his own: town, though clofely. purfued,
It was faid he received eleven wounds from mufket fhot.
Captain Hall, in his firft voyage on board the Nep-
tune, had this account from the boatfwain, Thomas
Rutter, who, in 1767, had been boatfwain to'the Cari-
terbury, Captain Sparkes, of. London, and concernéd in
the faid maflacre.  Rutter told him the ftory exadtly as
: related,
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related, and never varied in it. He had it alfo from tlve
king’s two brothers, who agreed exactly with Rutter.
aptain Hall alfo faw at Calabar, in the poffeflion of

" the king’s two brothers, their depofitions taken at Brif-
‘tol, and of Mr, Floyd, who was mate of one of the thips
‘when the tranfaction happened, but he took no copy.

Mr. Millar fays, that a quarrel happened bztween the

—people of Old and New Town, which prevented the thips

lying in Calabar river from being flaved. He believes
in June 1767, Captain S. Sparkes, (captain of his fhip,
the Canterbury) came one evening to him, and told him

_that the two towns, fo quarrelling, would meet on board

the different fhips, and ordered him to hand up fome
fwords. ] : .

The next day feveral canoes, 2s Sparkes had before ad-
vertifed him, came from both of the towns, on board the
‘Canterbury, Mr. Millar’s own fhip, and one of the per-
fons {o coming on board, brought a letter, which he gave
Sparkes; immediately on the receipt of which, he, Sparke,
took a panger, and attacked one of the Old Town peo-
ple then on board, cutting him immediately on the arms,
head, and,body. The man fled, ran down the fteps lead-
ing to the cabin, and Sparkes ftill following him with the -
hanger, darted into the boys room. Mr. Miller is fure
this circumftance can never be effaced from his memory.
From this room he was however brought up by means
of a rope, when Sparkes renewed his attack as before, on
him, who, making for the entering port, leaped over-
board. ' .

This being concluded, Eparkes left his own fhip to go
on board fome of the other thips, then lying in tne river.

" Soon after he was gone, a boy belonging to Mr. Millar's
~ fhip, came and informed him, Mr. Millar, <hat he had

difcovered a man concealed behind the medicine cheft. -
Mr. Millar went and found the man. He was the per-
fon before-mentioned to have brought a letter on board.
On being difcovered by Mr. Millar, he begged for mer-
cy, intreating th.¢ he might not be delivered up to the
pzople of New Town. He was brought on the quar-
ter-deck, where were fome of the New Town: people,
who would have killed him, h;id they not been prevent-

+ cd
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«d. The man was then ironed, and condu@ed into the

xroom of the men flaves.

‘Soon after this tranfaction, the captain returped, and
brought with him a New Town trader, named Willy
Honefty. © On coming on board he was informed of

- what had bappened in his abfeace, and Mr. Millar be-
lieves, in the hearing of Willy Honefty, who imme-
diately exclaimed, ¢ Captain, if you will give me that
* man, to cut off his head, I will give you the beft man
“ in my canoe, and you fEall be flgved the firfR fhip.’
The cagtain upon thisy‘l)ooked into Willy Ho):e&y’s ga-
noe, picked his man, and delivered the other in his ftead,
when his head was immediately ftruck. off in Mr. Mil-
Jar’s fight. -

Mr. Millar believes, that fome other cruclties, befides
this particular a&, were done, becaufe he{aw blood on

. the {f:rboard fide of the mizen-maft, though he does not

" recolle&t feeing any bodies from whence the blood might

«ome ; and others in other fhips, becaufe he heard feve-
ral mufkets or piftols fired from them at the fame time.
This affair might laft ten minutes. He remembers a
four-pounder fired at a canoe, but knews not if any da-
mage was done. :

As to othes alts of injuftice on the part of the Eu-
ropeans, fome confider frauds, (fays Mr. Newton) as 2
neceffary branch. of the flave trade. Fhey put falfe heads
anto powder cafks ; cut off two or three yards from the
middle of a piece of cloth ; adulterate their {pirits, and
fteal back articles given. Befides thefe, there are others
awho pay in bottles, which contain but half the contents
of the famples thewn (Wadftrom), ufe falfe fteelyards
and weights, (Bowman) and fell fuch guns as burft on
firing, {o that many of the natives of the Windward
Coafty are without their fingers and thumbs on this ac«
eount, (Lieutenant Storey) and it has become a faying,
« That thefe guns kill more out of the butt than the
s muzzle,” (Falconbridge). . _

Mr. Dalrymple, while at Goree, remembers a fhip
attempting to il out of the bay with a number of flaves,
without paying for them, but fhc was ftopped by the guns
of the fost. . .

’ . CHAPD
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The enflaved Africans come dejeted-on board——Caufe of this
Deje@tion—Methods of confininzy airing, feedingy an
exercifing them=—Mode ;/' fowing them, with its bad
Confeguences—This Mode and its Confequences confirmed
by another Species of Proof~—Incidents on the Paflage—
Manner of [elling them when arrived at their deflined
Ports—Deplsrable Situation of the Refufe or Sickly Slaves
—Separation of Relations and Friends—Mortality on the

. P?ﬂane, and frequently after Sale—Caufes of this Mor-
 talisy—=Opinions of feveral of the Evidences on the Trade,

HE natives of Africa having been made flaves..
in the manner defcribed in the former chapters,.
are brought down for fale to the European thips..

On being brought on board, fays Dv. Trotter, they
thew figns of extreme difirefs amd defpair, from a feding
of their fituationy and regret at being torn from their friends
and comneétions ; many tetain thofe impreffions for a long
time ; in proof of which, the flaves on beard his fhip be-
ing often heard in the night, making an howling melan-
choly moiie, expreffive of extreme anguith, he repeat-
edly ordered the woman, who had been his interpreter,
to inquire into the caufe. She difcovered it to be owing .
to their having dreamt they were in their own countr
again, and finding themfelves when awake, in the bold of
a flave fFip. This exquifite fenfibility was particularly.
obfervable among the women, many of whom, on fuch .
occafions, he found in hyfteric fits.

‘I'he foregoing defcription as far as relates to their-de-
jection when brought on board, and the caufe of it is
confirmed by Hall, Wilfon, Claxton, Ellifony Towne,
and Falconbridge, the latter of whom relates-an inftance
of u young woman who cried and pined away after being

E 2 brought
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brought on board, who recovered when put-on fhore,
~and who hung herfelf when informed fhe was to be fent
again to the fhip.

Captain Hall fays, after the firft eight or ten of them

. come on board, the men are put into irens. They are
“linked two and two together by the hands and feet, in

. which fituation they continue till .they arrive in the
Weft Indies, except fuch as may be fick, whofe irons
are then taken oft. ‘The women however, he fays, are
always loofe.

On being brought up, in-a morning, fays Surgeon
Wilfen, an additional mode of fecuring them takes place,
for to the fhackles of each pair of them there is a ring,
through which is reeved a large chain, which locks them
all in a body to ring-bolts faftened to the deck.

" The time of their coming up in the morning, if fair,
is defcribed by Mr. Towne to be between eight and
nine, and the time of their remaining there to be till four
.in.thé afternoon, when they are again put below till the
next morning. In the interval of being upon dzck they
are fed twice. ‘They have alfo a pint of water allowed
to each of them a day, which being divided is ferved out

to them .at two different times, namely, after their

meals. :

. Thefe ‘meals, fays Mr. Falconbridge, confift of rice,
yams, and horfe-beans, with now and then a little beef
and bread. After meals they are made to jump in their
irons. ‘This is called dancing by the flave-dealers. /I
every fbip he has been defired to flog fuch as would not
jump. He had generally a cat of nine tails in his hand
among the women, and the chief mate, he believes, ano-
ther among the men. i i :

- The parts, fays Mr. Claxton, (to continue the ac-
count) on which their fhackles are faftened, are often
excoriated by the. violent exercife they are thus forced to
take, of which they made many grievous compliints to
him. In his fhip even thofe who had the flux, fcurvy,
and fuch cedematous fwellings in their legs as made it
_painful to them to meve at all, were compelled to dance
by the cat. ' » . H

: . He
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" He fays aifo that on board his fhip they fometimes
Jum=, but not for their amufement. The captain of-
“dered them to fing, and they fung fongs of forrow. The
- {ubjedt of thefe fongs were their wretched fituation, and
thz idea of mever returning home. He recolleéts their
veq: words upon thefe occafions.

he above account of fhackling, mefling, dancing ¥,
and finging the flaves, is allowed by all the evidences
as far as they fpeak to the fame points, except by Mr.
Falconbridge, in whofe fhips the {laves had a pint and:
half-of water per day. - ,

Ohn the fubje@ of the ftowage and ‘its confequences,
Dr. Trotter fays, that the flaves in the paflage are fo-
crowded below, that it is impoffible to walk through:
them; without treading on them. Thofe, who are ouit:
of irons, are-locked [posnways (in:the technical Shrafe) to:
one another. [t is the firft mate’s du¥y to fee them
flowed' in this way every morning ; thofée who do nét
get quickly into their places, are compelled: by a-cat-of-
ninc-tails. ' :

When the fcuttles are obliged’ to be fhat, the gratings-
are not fufficient for-airing the rooms. He' never-him™»
felf could breathe freely, unlefs immediately. under the
~hatchway. He has feen the {laves drawing their breath:
. with all thofe laborious and anxious effotts for life,.
woich are obferv:d in expiving animals, [ubjeied by experi~
ment to foul airy or i1 the exhaufled receiver of an air pump. .
He has alfo feen them when the tarpawlings have inad-
vertently been thrown ovér the gratings,. attempting to -
heave them up ;' crying out in-their own.language,.
-} are dying:” on removing the tatpuwlings and.
gratings, they would fly to the hatchway with ail the-
figns of ‘terror and dread of fuffocation. -Many of them:
he has feen in a dying ftare, but fome have recovered by
being brought hither, or on the deck ; others were irres
coverably loft-ty fuffication,, having had no previous figns.
of indifpofition.. - e

" ®.The necefity of enercife for Kealth is the rewfén tl'en' forJv;;x-'
paling she faves w dnpeéin ‘h!b‘*é‘!““"‘?" e b .m
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Mr. Falconbridge alfo ftates on this head, that whenem-
ployed in -ftowing the flaves he made the moft of the
- room, and wedged them in. They had not fo much room
-as a iman in bis coffin either in length or breadth. It was
-impoflible for them to turn or fhift with any degree of
eafe. He had often occafion to go from one fide of their
‘rooms to the other, in which cafe he always took off bis
Jhoesy but could not avoid pinching them; he has the
marks on his feet where they bit and fcratched him. In
“every voyage when the fhip was full they complained of
heatand want of air. Confinement in this fituation was
_fo injurious, that he has known them go down apparently
-in good health at nighty and found dead in the morning. Qn
‘his laft voyage he opened a ftout man whofo died. He
found the contents of the thorax and abdomen healthy,

and therefore concludes be died of fuffocation in the night.’

. He was never among them for ten minutes below
- together, but his fhirt was as wet as if dipt in water,

One of his thips, the Alexander, coming out of Bonny,
got aground on the bar, and was detained there fix *or

- feven-days, with a great fwell and heavy rain. -At this

time the air ports were obliged to be fhut, and part of
the gratings on the weather (%de covered : almoft all the
mendlaves were taken ill with the flux. The laft time
‘he.went down to fee them it was fo hot that he took off
-bis thirt. More than twenty of them had then fainted, or
were fainting. He got however feveral of them hauled
.on deck.. T'wo or three of thefe died, and moft of the
reft before they reached the Weft Indies. He was
down only about fifteen minutes, and became fo ill by
it that he could not get up without help, and was difabled
-(the dyfentery feizing him alfo) from doing duty the reft
of the paflage.  On board tie fame thip he has known
‘two or three inftances of a dead and living flave found
in the morning fhackled togither.
. ‘The crowded flute of the flaves, and the pulling off the
fhoes by the furgeons as defcribed above, that they might
not hurt them in traverfing their rooms, are additionally
-mentioned - by furgeons Wilfon and Claxton. The
flayes are faid alfo by Hall and: Wilfen 40 complain on
« T o~ acCoum
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account of hcat.” Both Hall, Towne, and Morley de-
fcribe them as often in a violent perfpiration or dew
Jweat. Mr. Ellifon has feen them faint through heat,
and obliged to be brought on deck, the fteam coming
up through the gratings like a furnace. In Wilfon’s
and Towne’s thips fome have gone below well in an even-
ing,-and in the morning have been found dead, and Mr,
Newton has often feen a dead and living man chained to-
gether, and to ufe bis own words, one of the pair dead.

To prove that this ftowage, and of courfe that the
- confequences of it, muft unavoidably be as defcribed by
the gentlemen above, the following fpecies of evidence
and calculation may be reforted to. '

Captain Parrey, of the Royal Navy, ‘was fent by go-
vernment in the year 1788, to meafure fuch of the {lave
veflels as were then lying at Liverpool, and to make a
report of the fame to the Houfe of Commons. In this
report are mentioned the names of the different veflels,,
and their refpe&ive dimenfions as taken by him. The
firft of thefe, as delivered in by himfelf, is the Brookes,
* and as fome one fhip muft be taken to make out the
proof intended, it will be lefs objeCtionable to take the
firft that comes than any other. The dimenfions then
of the Brookes, as reported by Captain Parrey, will be
found as in the annexed plans. . -

DIMENSION
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PIMENSIONS OF THE SHIP.. Reet TancKes .
Length of the: Lower Deck, gratingsand bukk- 1
heads includedat A A - - - 100 o
Breadth of Bearm on the Lower Deck infide, BB. 2§ 4
Depth of Hoid, OO0 fromcieling to cieling 10 o
Height between-decks from deck to deck ~ - 5 &
- Length of the Mens Room, CC on the lower deck 46 o
. Breadth of the Mens Room, C: onthelower deck 25 4.
Length of the Platformsy DIXin the mens room 46 o,
Breadth of the Platforms in the mens room: &
on each fide -~ < - - : @
Length of the-Boys Room, EE. - - - 13 9.
Breadth of the Boys Room - = - . 25 q.
Breadth of Plaiforms, FF in boysroom- - . § o
Length of Womens Roem, GG~ - -« - 28 6
Breadth of Womens Room - - - - 23 6
Length of Platfrrms, HH.in womens room: 28 6.
Breadthof Platfyrmsinwomensroom - . 6 ¢
Length of the Gan Room, I onthe lowerdeck 10 6
Breadth of Gun Room on the lower deck - 12 o
Length of the %xarter Deck, KK. = - = 33 6
Breadth of the Quarter-Deck - - 19 6

Length of the Cabin, LL. - - - . 14

Height of the Cabin - - . - - 6

Length of the Ha)f Decky, MM - - - 16

Height of the Hulf Deck - Y

Length of the Platforms, NN on the halfdeck 16°

Breadth of the Plaiforms on the halfdeck < = @
Upper deck,. PP~ *

Let it now be fuppofed that the above are the real:
dimenfians of the fhip Brookes, and farther, that every
man flaveis to be allowed fix feet by one foot four inches.
for rcom, every woman five feet.ten by one foot: four, .
every bay five feet-by one foot two, and every gi1l four.
feet fix by éne foot, it will follow that the annexed plan .
of a flave veflel will be precifely the reprefentation . of
the thip Brookes, and of the exa& number of perfons, .
neither. more nor lefs, that-could be flowed in' the dif-

- ferent
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ferent rooms of it upon thefe data. Thefe, if eounted,-

( * deduing the women ftowed in Z of Figures VI. and
VII.) will be found to amount to four hundred and fifty -
one, Now, ifit be confidered that the fhip Brookes is
of 320 tons, and that fhe is allowed to carry by Aét
of Parliament four hurdred and fifty-four perfons, it ts
cvident that if three more could be wedged among the
number reprefented in the plan, this plan would contain
precitely the number which the A& dire&ls ; and if it
fhould be farther confidered that there ought to be in
each apartment in the plan one or more tubs, as well as
ftanchions, to fupport the platforms and decks, for which
no deduction has been made, in order to give every
poflible advantage in ftowing, then the above plan may
-confidered as giving a very favourable reprefentation of
the ftowing of the negroes even ({ime the late regulating
Ai. The plan therefore abundantly’ proves that - the
ftowage of thefe poor people, as well as the confequences
of it, muft have been as defcribed by the eVidences
above ; for, if when four hundred and fifty-one flaves
are put into the different rooms of the Brookes, the floors
are notonly covered with bodies, but thefe bodies actual-

ly touch each other, what muft have been their fituation

when fix hundred were ftowed in them at the time als-
luded to by Dr. Trotter, ‘who belonged to this fhip, and
fix hundred and nine by the confzffion of the flave-mer-’
chants in a fubfequent voyage t?

To come now to the different incidents on the paffage.
Mr. Falconbridge fays, that there is a place in every fhip.

% By the late aét of Parliament the fpace Z, which is halfof the half
deck, MZ, is appropriated to the feamen.

4 The fituation of the flaves muft be dreadful even on the prefent re-
gulated plan ; for their bodies not only touch each other, but many of
them have not even room to fit wpright; for when every dedu&ion has
been made, the he'ghr abswve the plaiform D F H, Fig. 1. and below it
C E G, is in the Brooks but two fect feven inches. The average height
in nineother veffels meatured by Captain Parrey was only five fect two
inches; and in the Venus and Kitty the flaves had not two feet .above
or below the platforms. 1 heflaves immediately under the beams mudt be
ina till more dreadtul fituation, as is feen by the plan; for in Fig. 1.
under the upper deck PP, and lowerdeck AA. thefe beams are reprefent-
ed by fhaded fquaves, as allo they areintroduced in Fig., 11 and111,, :

for
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for the fick flaves, but there are no accommodations for
them, for they lie on the bare planks. He has feen fre-
?:cntly the prominent parts of their bones about the

oulder-blade and knees bare. :

He fays he cannot conceive any fituation fo dreadful -
and difgufting as that of flaves when ill of the flux : in-
the Alexander the deck was covered with blood and mucus, .
and refembled a flaughter-houfe. 'The fench and foul
air were intolerable.

. The flaves, fhackled together, frequently quarrel. In -
each apartment there are three or four tubs placed for
their convenience: thofe, however, at a diftance find it
difficult to getover other flaves to thefe tubs : fometimes
if one wants to go to them, his companion refufes to go
with him; if relaxed, he exonerates, while difputing,.
-over his neighbours.  This caufes great difturbance.

He has known feveral flaves on board refufe fuftenance,
with a defign to fiarve themfelves.  Compulfion was ufed
in every thip he was in to make them take their food.
He has alfo known many inftances of their refufing to
take medicines when fick, becaufe they wifbed to die. A--
woman on board the Alexander, was dejeCted from the
moment the came on board, and refufed both food and:
medicine : being afked by the _interyreter what fhe want-.
ed, fhe replied, nothing but to die—and the did die. Many
other {laves exprefled the fame with.

‘The fhips, he fays, are fitted up with a view to pre~
wvent flaves jumping overboard ; notwithftanding which
he has known inftances of their doing fo. In the Alex-
ander two were loft in this way. In the fame voyage
near twenty jumped overboard out of the Enterprize,
Captain Wilfon, and feveral from a large Frenchman in
Bonny River. B -

In 'his firft voyage be faw at Bonny, on board the
Emilia, 2 woman chained to the deck, who, the_ctief
mate faid, was mad. QOn his fecond voyage, there was
a woman on beard his own fhip, whom they were forced
to chain at certain times. In a lucid interval fhe was
fold at Jamaica. He afcribes this infinity to their being,
tors from their ¢onnelions and friends.

Dodioe.
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Do&or Trotter, examined on the fame fubje&, fays,
that the man fold with his family for witchcraft, (of
which he had been accufed, out of revenge, by a Cabo-
fheer, p. 11.) refufed all fuftenance after he came on
board. Early next morning it was found he had attempt-
ed to cuthis throat. Dr. Trotter fewed up the wound,

* but the following night the man had not only torn out

the futures, but had made a fimilar attempt on the other
fide. From the ragged edges of the wound, and the
‘blood upon his fingers ends, it appeared to have been
done with his nails, for though ftri& fearch wasmade
through all the rooms, no 'inftrument was found. He
declared he never would go with white men, uttered inco-
herent fentences, and looked withfully at the fkies. His
hands were fecured, but perfiffing to refufe all fuflenance,
he died of hunger in eight or ten days. - ,
. He remembers alfo an inftance of 2 woman who perith-
ed for refufing food: fhe was repeatedly flogged, and
vi&uals forced into her mouth, but 70 means could make
her fwzllow it, and fhe lived for the four laft days ina
ftate of torpid infenfibility.
"A man jumped overboard at Annamaboe, and was

drowned. ~ Another alfo, on the middle paflage, but he

was takenup. A woman alfo, after having been taken
up, was chained for fome time to the mizen maft, but
being let loofe again made .a fecond attempt, was again
taken up, and expired under the floggings given her in
confequence. '

Mr. Wilfon, fpeaking alfo on the fime fubjed, relates,
among many cafes where force was neceffary to oblige the
flaves to take food, that of a young man. He had not
been long onboard before he perceived him get .thia.
On inquiry, he found the man had not taken his food,
and refufed taking any. Mild means were then ufed to
divert him.from his refolution, as well as promifes that
he fhould have any thing he withed for : but ftill he refuf-
ed toeats They then -whipped him with the cat, but this
alfo was ineffeCtual,, He always kept his teeth fo faft,
that it was impoflible to get any thing down. They their
endeavoured to inttoduce a SpECULUM ORIs betthweeh

: them ;
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them, but the points were too obtufe to enter,. and next
tried a bolus knife,but with the fame effe&. In this ftate
he was for four or five days, when he was brought up as
dead, to be thrown overboard ; but Mr. Wilfon finding
ife ftill exifting, repeated his endeavours, though in vain,
and two days afterwards he was brought up again in the
fame ftate as before. He then feemed to wifh to get up.
The crew affitted him, and brought him aft to the fire-
place, when in a feeble voice, in his own tongue, he afk-
ed for water, which was given him. Upon this they be-
gan to have hopes of diffuading him from his defign, but
he again fhut his teeth as faft as ever, and refolved ta die,
and on the ninth day from his firft refufal he died.

Mr. Wilfon fays'it hurt his feelings much to be
.obliged to ufe the cat fo frequently to force them to take
their food. In the very a& of chaftifement they have
* looked up athim with af{mile, and in their own language

Rave faid, « prefentlywe fhall be no more.” :

In the fame fhip a woman found méans ta convey below
the night preceding fome rope-yarn, which fhe tied to
the head of the armourer’s vice, then in the womens
room. -She faftenedit round her neck, and in the morn-
ing was found dead, with her head lying on her fhoulder,
whence it appeared, the muft have ufed great exertions
to accomplith her end. A young woman alfo hanged
herfelf by tying rope-yarns to a batten, near her ufual
leeping-place, and then flipping off the plat-form. The
next morning fhe was found warm, and he ufed the pro-
per means for her recovery, but in vain.

- In the fame fhip alfo, when off Annabona, a flave on
the fick Jift jumped overboard, and was picked up by the
natives, but died-foon afterwards. At another time,when
st fea, the captain and officers when at dinner, heard the
alarm of a flave’s being overboard, and found it true, for
they percéived him making every exertion to drown him-
felf. He put his head und:r water, but lifted bis hands up 5
and thus went down, as if exulting that be bad got away.

Befides the above inftance, a man flave who came on
board apparently well, became afterwards mad, and at
- length dicd infane. .

. Mr.,
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Mr. Claxton, the fourth furgeon examined on thefe
points, declares the fteerage and boys room to have been

infufficient to 1eceive the fick; they were therefore
obliged to place together thofe that were, and thofe that

' were not, difeafed, and -in confequence the difcafe and

mortality increafed more and more. 'The captain treated
them with more tendernefs than he has heard was
ufual, but the men were not humane. Some of the moft
difeafed were obliged to keep on deck, with a fail fpread
for them to lieon. This, in a little time, became nearly
covered with blood and mucus, which involuntarily iffued
from them, and thercfore the failors, who had the difa-
arecable tatk of ‘cleaning the fail, grew angry withthe
flaves, and wfed to beat them inhumanly with their hands,
or with a cat. The flaves in confequence grew fearful
of committing this invoiuntary altion, and when they
perceived they had done it, would immediately creep to
the tubs, and there fit ftraining with fuch violence, as to

produce a prolapfus ani, which could not be cured.

Some of the flaves on board the fame fhip, fays Mr.
Claxton, had fuch an averfion to leaving their native
Places, that they threw themfelves overboard, with an idea

that they fhuu.d get back to their own country. The captain,

in order tv obviate this idea, thought of an expedient,
viz. to cut off the heads of thofe who died, intimating
to-them, that if determined to go, they muft return
without their heads. ‘The flaves were accordingly brought
up to witnefs the operation. One of them feeing, when
on deck, the carpenter ftanding with his hatchet up rea—=
dy to ftrike off the head of a dead flave, with a violen¢ -
exertion got loofe, and flying to the place where the net-
tings had been unloofed, in order to empty the tubs, he
darted overboard. The fhip brought to, and 2 man was
placed in the main chains ta catch him, which he perceiv-
ing, dived under water, and rifing again at a diftance from
the thip, made figns, which words cannot delcribe, ex=~
preffeve of bis happinefs in efeaping. He then went down,
and was feen no more. T his circumftance deterred the

. captain from trying the expedient any more, and there-

fore he refolved for the future (as be faw they were detcr=
¥ »e..d
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mined to throw themfelves overboard) to keep a firi&
watch; potwithftanding which, fome afterwards contriv-
€d to unloofé the lathjng, fo that two aCtually threw them-
felves into the fea, and were loft ; another was caughg
when about three parts overboard.

All the above incidents, defcribed as to have happened
on the middle paflage, are amply corroborated by the
other evidences.  The flaves lic on the bare boards, fays
furgeon Wilfon. They are frequently bruifed, and the
prominent parts of the body excoriated, adds the fame
;entleman, as alfo Trotter and Newton. Their being
inked togcther, their guarreliing, and the difficulty of getting
%o their tubs, are additionally mentioned by Hall and
Newton. They have been feen by Morley wallowing
#ntheir Llood and e¢xcrement. Claxton, Ellifon, and Hall,
defcribe them as refufing fuftenance, and compelled to eat
by the whip. Morley has feen the pannekin dathed
agaipft their teeth, and the rice held in their mouths, to
make them {wallow it, till they were almoft ftrangled, and-
they have been even thumbfcrewed * with this view in
the fhips of Towne and Millar. -

The man alfo, fays the former, ftolen at Galenas |
River, (p. 8.) refufed to eatyand perfiffed till be died. o

A woman, fays the latter, who was broughton board;- ..’
refufed fuftenance, neither would fhe fpeak. She was -
then ordered the thumb-ferews, fufpended in the mizen
xigging, and every attempt was made with the cat to
compel her to eat, but tono purpofe. She died in three
or four days afterwards. Mr. Millar was told that the
had faid the night before fhe died,  She was going to

ber;{riequ R .

- As athisd fpecific inftance, in another veflel, may be
mentioned that related by Mr. Ifaac Parker. There was
achild, fays he, on board, of nine menths old, which
refufed to eat, far which the captain took it up in his

L3
& Tofhew the feverity of thispunifhment, Mr. Dove fays, that while
* awo flaves were under the torture of the-thumb-fcrews, the fweat ran
down their faces, and they trembled as under a violent ague fit; and
M. Ellifon has known inftances of their dying, a mortification having
&aken place in their thumbsin cenfeguence of thefe forews. hand,
: n
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fiand, and flogged it with a cat, fayiniglat the fame time,
¢ Damn you, I'll make you &at, or-Fll kill you.”” The
fame child having fwelled feet, the captain ordered them
to be put into water, though the fhip’s cosk told him it was
200 hot. ‘This brought off the fkinand nails. He then
ordered fweet oil and cloths, which lfaac Parker himfelf
applied to the feet; and as the child at'mefs-time again:
refufed to eat, the captain again took it up, and flogged
it, and tied a log of mango-wood eighteen or twenty
inches long, and of twelve or thirteen pounds weight ..
round its neck, as a punithment. He repcated the flog-
ging for four days together at mefs-time. Thelaft time
after flogging ity he let it drop out of his hand, with the
fame expreflion as befere,and accordingly in about three:
quarters of an hour the child died. He then called its
mother to heave it overboard, and beat her for refufing.

- He however forced her to take it up, and go to the fhip’s

fide, wheré holding ber head on one fide to avoid the fight,.
Jhe dropped ber child overboard, after which fbe cried for
many hours. v

" Befides inftances of flaves refufling to eat, with the:

“+. *¥iew of deftroying themfelves, and dying in confequence
« " of it, thofe of their going mad, are confirmed by Towne,

and of their jumping vv:rboard, or attempting to do it, by
Towne, Millar, Ellifor, and Hall.

Other incidents on the paflage, mentioned by fome of
the evidences in ther examination, may be divided into-
three kinds.. - .,

* The firft kind confifts of infurre&tions on the part of
the flaves. Some of thefe frequently attempted to rife,
but were prevented, (Wilfon, Towne, Trotter, Newton,.
Dalrymple, Ellifon,) others rofe, but, were quelled,.
(Ellifon, Newton, Falconbridge) and others rofe, and.
fucceeded, killing almoft all the whites : (Fa'conbridge
and Towne.)—Mr. Towne fays, that inquiring of the
flaves into the caufe of thefe infurreions, he has been
afked what bufine/s he had ts carry them from their country.
They had wives and children whom they wanted te be with.

After an infurre&tion, Mr. Ellifon fays, he has feen.

them flogged, and the cook’s t(il:mentors and tongs heated.
. P 2 to
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to burn their flefh. Mr. Newton alfo adds, that it is
ufual for captains, after infurretions and plots happeny
to flog the flaves. Some captains, on board whofe thips-
he has been, added the thumb-fcrew, and one in particu-
lar told him repeatedly, that he had put flaves to death aftcr
@n. infurrcétion by various modes of torture,

The fecond fort of incident on the paflage is mentioned
by Mr. Falconbridge in the inftance of an Englifh vef-
fel blowing up off Galenas, and moft of the men flaves,
entanglid in their irons, perifbing.

The third fort is defcribed by Mr. Hercules Rofs, as
follows: Ope inftance, fays he, marked with peculiar
circumftances of horror, occurs. - About twenty years
ago, a fhip from Africa, with about four hundred flaves
on board, ftruck upon fome fhoals, called the Morang
Keys, diftant eleven leagues, S. 8. E. off the Eaft
end of Jamaica. The officers and feamen of the fhip
Janded in their boats, carrying with them arms and pro-
vifions. The flaves were left on board in their irons
and fhackles.. This happened in the night-time. The
Morant Keys confift of three fmall fandy iflands, and he’

“underitood that the fhip had firuck upon the thoals, at
“about half a league to windward of them. When morn-

ing came, it was difcovered that ‘the negroes had gog
out of their irons, and were bufy making rafts, upors
which they placed the women and children, whilft the
men, and others capable of {wimming, attended upon
the rafts, whilft they drifted before the wind towards the
ifland where the feamen had landed. . From an appre-

- henfion that the negroes would confume the water and

provifions which the feamen had landed, they came to
the refolution of deftroying them, by means of their
fire-arms and other weapons. As the poor wretches

_ approached the fhore, they affually defirqyed between three

and four bundred of them. Out of the whole cargo only
thirty-three or thirty-four were [aved, and brought to
Kingfton, where Mr. Rofs faw them fold at public
verdue.  This fhip, to the beft of his recollection, was
configned to a Mr. Hugh Wallace, of the parifh of St.
Llizabeth’s. y .

r'
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Mr. Rofs fays, in extenuation of this maflacre, thae
the crew were probably drunk, or they would not have-

- a&ed fo, but he does not kmow it to-have been the-

cale.. .
 When - the fhips arrive at their deftined ports, the-

_ flaves are expofed to fale. They are fold either by

ftramble or by vendue, (i. e.) publick auction, or by
Yots. The fale by fcrambleis thus defcribed by Mr.

. Falconbridge. ¢ In the Emilia, (fays he) at Jamaica,.

the thip was darkened with fails and covered round..
“T’he men flaves were placed on the main deck, and the
women on the quarter deck. The purchafers on.thore:
were informed 2 gun would be fired when they were
ready to open the fale. A great number of people came
on board with tallies orcards in their hands, with their
own names upon them, and rufhed through the barricado-
door with the ferocity of brutes. Some had three or

- four handkerchiefs tied -together, to encircle as many as.

they thought fit for their purpofe. In the yard at Gre~-
nada, he adds, (where another of his fhips, the Alexan
der, fold by fcramble,) the women were fo-terrified, that:
feveral of them got out of the. yard, and ran about St.

" George’s town as if they-were mad. In his fecond:
voyage, while lying at Kingfton, he fawa fale by fcramble:
on board the. T'ryal, Captain Macdonald. "Forty or
fifty of the flaves leaped into the fea, all of which, how--
ever, he believes, were taken up again.” This is a .
very general mode of fale. MTr. Baillie fays, it was the-
common mode in America where he has been, Mr..
Fitzmaurice has been at twenty fales by fcramble in:
Jamaica. Mr. Clappefon neverfaw any other' mode of:
fale during his refidence there, and-it is mentioned as-
having been pra&ifed under the infpection of Morley and!
of 1ro ter.. ‘ ,

The flaves fold by public' auction; or vendue, are:
generally the refufe, or fickly flaves.. Thefe are in fich:

a ftate of health, that they. fell, fays Baillie, grearly
under price.. Falconbridge has known" them fold for-
e dollars each, Towne for a guinea, and Mr, Hercules:

Rofs as low as @ fingle dollar . o

gy
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The ftate of fuch is deferibed to be very deplorable by
General Tottenham and Mr. Hercules Rofs. The for=
mer fays, that he once obferved at Barbadoes a" number
of flaves that had been landed from a fhip. They were
brought into the yard adjoining the place of fale. "Thofe
that were not very ill were put into little huts, and thofe
that were worfe were left in the yard to die, for mobody
gave them any thing to eat or drink 3 and fome sf them lived

- three days in that fituation. 'The latter has frequently feen
the very refufe (as they are termed) of the flaves of Gui-
nea thips, landed and carried to the vendue mafters in a
very wretched ftate, fometimes in the agonies of death 3
and_he has known inftances of their expiring in the pi-
azza of the vendue mafler.

. Mr. Newton fays, that in none of the fales he faw
was there any care ever taken to prevent fuch flaves as
were relations from being feparated. They were feparated
as fbeep and lambs by the butcher. ‘This feparation of
relations and friends is confirmed by Davifon, Trotter,
Clappefon, and Fown. ~ Fitzmaurice alfo mentions the
fame, with an exception only to infants; but Mr.Fal-
conbridge fays, that one of his captains (Frazer) re-
commended it to the planters never to feparste relations
and friends. He fays he once heard of a perfon refufing
to purchafe a man’s wife, and was next day informed /¢
man had hanged himfelf.

With refpect to the mortality of flaves in the paffage,
Mr. Falconbridge fays, that in three voyages he pur-
chafed 1100, and loft 191 ; Trotter, in one voyage,
about 600, and loft about 703 Millar, in one voyage
490, and loft 180 ; Ellifon, in three voyages, where
he recolleéts the mortality, bought 895, and loft 356.
In one of thefe voyages, fays the latter, the flaves had-the

rq~ " "

fmall-pox. In this cafe he has feen the platform one

continued fcab : eight or ten of themwere hauled up dead in
a morning, and the flefb and fkin has peeled off their awrijs
_qwben taken bold of.

Mr. Morley fays, that in four voyages he purchafed
sbout 1325, and loft about 313. Mr. Towne, in two
voyages, 630, and loft 115 Mr, Claxton, in one

voyage,
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voyage, 250, and loft 132. In this voyage, he fa
they were fo ftreightened for provifions, that if they had
been ten more days at fea, they muft either-have eaten
the flaves that died, or have made the living flaves walk
the plank 5 a term in ufe among Guinea captains formaking
the /ave: throw theméws overboard. He fays alfo, that
he fell in with the Hero, Captain Withers, which had
loft 360 flaves, or more than°half of her cargo, by the
fmall-pox. The furgeon of the Hero told him, that
when the flaves were removed from one place to another,
they le{t marks of their fkin and blood upon the deck, and it
was the moft horrid fight he had ever feen. :

Mr. Wilfon ftates, that in his thip, and three others,
belonging to the fame concern, they purchafed among
them 2064 flaves, and loft 586. He adds, that he fell
in with the Hero, Captain Withers, at St. 1’homas’s,
which had loft 159 flaves by the fmall pox. Capt. Hall,
in two voyages, purchafgd 550, and loft 110. He adds,

‘that he has known fome fhips in the flave trade bury

quarter, fome a third, and others kalf of their cargo. It

1s very uncommon to find fhips without fome lofs * in their
aves.

‘Befides thofe which die on the paffage, it muft be no~
ticed here that feveral die foon after they are fold. Six-
teen, fays Mr. Falconbridge, were fold by auction out
of the Alexander, all of whom died before the {hip left the
Weft Indies. Out of fourteen, fays Mr. Claxtorn, fold
from his thip in an infe&ious ftate, only four lived ; and
though in the four voyages mentioned by Mr. Wilton
no lefs than 586 perifhed on the paflage out of 2064,
yet 220 additionally died of the {fmall pox in a very little
time 2after their deliveryin the River Plate, making the
total lofs for thofe thips not le(s than 836 out of 2064.

"The caufes of the diforders which carry off the flaves
in fuch numbers, are afcribed by Mr. Falconbridge to be
a difeafed mind, fudden tranfitions from beat to colds a putrid

# Total purchafed 7904, loft 2053, exclufive of the Hero, being above
one-fourth of the number purchaled. The reader will obfer ve, that Mr.
Cll:xmn fell in with the Hero on one voyage, and Mr; Wilfon on an-
-o8her,
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atmefphere, wallnwing in their gwn excrements, and’ being
Shackled together..  A:difeafed mind, he fays, is undoubt-
edly one of the caufes; for many of the flaves on board’
refufed medicines, giving as a- reafon that they wanted to
die, and could never be cured. Some few, on the other
hand, who did not appear ts think fo much of their fitua~
tion, recovered.  ‘That fhackling together is alfo-
another caufe, was evident from the circumftance of the
men dying in twice the proportion the women did; and:
fo long as the trade continues, -he adds, they mu/l be
fhackled together, for no man will attempt to carry.
them out of irons.

Surgeon Wilfon, examined on the fame topick, fpeaks
nearly in the fame manner. He fays, that of the death of
two-thirds of thofe who died in his fhip, the primary-
caufe was melancholy. This was evident not only from:
the fymptoms of the diforder, and the circumftance that
ro one who had it was ever curedy, whereas thofe-who bhad:
it noty and yet were ill, recovered, but from the lan-
guage of the flaves themfelves, who declared that they:
wifbed to die, as alfo from Captain Smith’s own declar—
ation, who faid their deaths were to be afcribed to their
thinking fo much of their fituation. Though feveral died of "
the flux, he attributes their death primarily to the caufe-
before affigned ; for, fays he, their original diforder was-
a fixed melancholy, and the fympto s, lownefs of fpirits-
and defpondency. Hence they refufed food. This only:
increafed the fymptoms. The ftomach afterwards got.
weak. Hence the bely ached, fluxes enfued, and they
were carried off.

. Mr. Towne, the only other perfon who fpeaks of the:
caufes of the diforders of the flaves, fays, « they often fall
fick, fometimes owing to their crowded- ftate, but mo/tly
to grief for being carried away from their country and
riends.”” This he knows from inquiring frequently
(which he was enabled to do by underitanding theix
language) into the circumftances of their-grievous com-

plaints *, ,
® It is evident from hence, shat mo Regulation of the trade can heal
the cvils in this branch of the fubje@. It can nevex cuse a melancholy K Py
T 3
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" As the trade may be faid toend on the delivery of the
flaves in the Weft Indies, it may not be improper to
ftate the opinion of fome of the Evidences concern-
ing it, .

ng. Wilfon ftates, that his reafon for quitting™his late
employment was, that he did not like to continue in a
trade, “that did not perfe&tly coincide with his ideas, and
was not to his fatisfattion, being obliged to make ufe or

- means for the prefervation of the cargo, contrary to his

telings, and fenfe of humanity.

4 Mf. F alco'ﬁbr[idgfe declares, that in his firft and fecond
voyage he refleCted but litile on the juftice or injuftice
of the trade. In his laft voyage he reflefted more, and
the more he did fo, the more he was convinced it was an
unnatural, iniquitousy, and villainous tradey and he could
not reconcile it to bis confeience. '1'his was the reafon
for his leaving it. He adds, that he belicvesat the time
he left it, he could have gone again with Capt. Frazer,
if be had chofen it, and he was afterwards repeatedly fo-
icited to go to the Gold Coaft by Captain Thompfon.

Captain Wilfon declares from the whole of his ex-
perience, as an impartial man, he has long fince formed
an opinion, (which each fucceeding day’s expericnce has

Juftified and confirmed) that it is atradz evidently founded
on injuflice and treachery, manifeftly arried on by oppre/-
Sion and cruclty, and not unfrequently terminating in
murder. . o

Captain Hall makes a declaration alfo, that when he
left the trade he could have obtained the command of a
thip in it, which command at that time wou/d have been
a very lucrative one, but that he quitted it from a con-
viction that it was perfectly illegaly, and founded in blood.

difiafed mind. Ttcan never prevent an hjured people from rifisg if out of
#ons, nor can it take away corrupted air, unlefs it reduce the number
to be carried fo low, as to make it not worvh the while of the flave-mere
ehants to tranfport them,

/
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CHAP IV

" Afvicans, when boughty their general Eftimation and Treat—
ment—T hefe become either Plantation or In-and-Out-
door-Slaves—Labour of the Plantation Slaves in and
out of Crop—Their Days of Reft—Food——Clothing—
Houfes—Property—Situation of the "In-and-Out-door
Slaves—Ordinary Punifbment of the Slaves by the
Whip and Cow-fkin—Frequency and_ [everity of thefe
Punifments — Extraordinary  Punifbments q/‘f many.
Kinds—The concern which the very Women take in tircfe
Ordinary and Extraordinary Punifbments—The dif-

ferent nominal Offences mentioned in the Evidence, which
- occafion them—Capital  Offences and .Punifbments—
Slaves turned off to fleal, beg or flarve, when incapable of
Labour—Slaves have little or no Redrefs apainft il
}]/hge of any fort— Laws lately enatted, but not with an
ntention to ferve the Siaves, and of littls or no Ufs..

HE natives of Africa, when bought by the FEuw

ropean Colonifts, are generally efteemed, fays.

Dr. Jackfon, a fpecies of inferior beings, whom the righe
of purchafe gives the owner a power of ufing at his will.
“onfiftently with this definition we find the evidence af-
ferting with one voice, that they ¢ have no legal pro-
tetion againft their mafters,” and of courfe that « their
treatment varies according to the difpofition of their
mafters.” If their mafters be gaod men, fays the Dean.
of Middleham, they are well ofé but, if not, they fuffer.
The general treatment, however, is defcribed to be very:

fevere. Some fpeak more moderately than others upon it,

but @/l concur in the general ufage as being bad. Mr.
S Woolrich,,

o o e ——— -
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“Woolrich, examined upon this point, {ays, that he nevey
knew the beft mafter in the W. Indies ufe his flaves {o
‘well as the worft mafter hisfervants inEngland ; that their
ftate is inconceivable; that it cannot be defcribed to the
full underftanding of thofe, who have never feen it, and
that a fight of fome gangs would convince more than
all werds. Others again make ufe of the words,
¢ ufed with great cruelty,—like beafts, or worfe :”” and
the Dean of Middleham, after balancing in his mind all

-his knowledge upon this fubje&, cannot fay, (fetting

afide on one hand particular inftances of great feverity,
and on the other hand particular inftances of great hu~
manity) that treatment altogether humane and proper
was the lot of fuch as he had either obferved or heard of, .

To come to a more particular defcription of their
treatment, it will be proper to divide them into different
slafles. The firft may be faid to confift of thofe who
are bought for the plantation ufe. Thefe will be arti-
ficers of various defcriptions, and . the field * flaves.
‘Thg fecond will confift of what may be termed In-or
Qut-door flaves. The former are domefticks, both in
town and country, and the latter porters, fithcrmen,
‘boatmen, and the like. -

‘T'he field flaves, whofe cafe is the firft to be confider~
d, are called out by day-light to their work. For this
purpofe the fhell blows, and they hurry into the field. If
they are not there in time they are flogged. When puf”
totheir work, they perform it in rows, and withcut ex-
«ception under the whip of drivers, a certain number of
whom are allotted to each gang. By thefe means the
weak are made to keep up with the ftrong.  Mr. Fitz-
aurice is forry to fay, that from this caufe many of
them are hurried to the grave, as the able, even if
placed with the weakly to bring them up, will leave
them behind, and then the weakly are generally flogged
up by the driver, This, however, is the mocﬁ'e of their

labour.  As to the time of it, they begin, as before faid,

* Among thele are agaia included watchmen, drivers, and head-.
megrocs, . , N
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at day-light, and continue, with two intermiffions, (one -
for half an hour in the>morning, and the other for two
hours at noon) till fun-fet.

The above defcription, however, does notinclude the
whole of their operations-for the day, for it is expected
that they fhall range about and pick gra's for the czttle.
It is clear from the different evidences, that the cuflom
of grafs-picking varies, as to the time in which it is to
be done, on different eftates; for oh fome it is to be done
within the intervals of reft faid to be allowed at noon,

. and on others after the labour of the day. It is complain-
ed of however, in either cafe, as a great grievance, inaf-
much as it lengthens the time of work ; as alfo becaufs,
particularly in droughts, it is very difficult tofind grafs at
all, and becaufe if they do not bring it in fufficient
quantities, they are punifhed. Grafs-picking, fays Capt,
Smith,'is one of the moft frequent cauies cf punifhment,
He has feen fome flogged for not getting fo great a
quantity of it as others, and that at a time, when he
has thought it impoffible they could have gotten half the
guantity, having been upon the fpot.

It is impoflible to pafs over in filence the almoft total
want of indulgence which the women flaves frequent!
experience during the operations-in the field. Itis al}-'
ferted by Dalrymple, that the drivers in ufing their
whip never diftinguifh fex. As to pregnant women, and
fuch as had children, Mr. Davics belicves they were al-
Jowed to come into the field a little later than the reft,
They did little work after they were four months gone
with child, in the experience of Mr. Duncan. Dr. Har-
rifon alfo has known fome overfeers allow complaining
pregnant women to retire from work, but he has fecn
them labouring in the field, when they feemed to have

_but a few months to go: they were generally worked as
long as sble. Much the fame work, fays Mr. Cook,
was cxpected from pregnant women 2s others. He has
feen them holing till within a few hours of their delivery,
and has known them receive thirty-nine lathes while in
this ftate. Mr. Woolrich thinks the pregnant women had
fome little indulgencies, but it was cuftemary forthem

' te
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to work in the field till near their time. The whip was
occafionally ufed upon them, but not fo feverely as upon
the men. ~Mr. Rees obferving the gangs at work, faw
a pregnant womaf rather behind the reft. The driver
called her to come on, and going back ftruck her with
the whip up towards her fhoulders. He afked another
pregnant woman, if fhe was forced to work like the reft,
and fthe faid, Yes. Sir G. Young adds, that women
were confidered to mifcarry in geweral from their hard
field labour ; and Captain Hall fays, that, where they had
children, they were fent again after the month to labour
with the children upon their backs, and fo little time af-
forded them to attend their wants, that he has feen a wo-
man feated to give fuck to her child, roufed from that
fituation by a Fevere blow from the cart whip.*

The above accounts of the mode and duration of the
labour of the field flaves, are confined to that feafon of
the year, which is termed, © Out of Crop,” or the time
in which they are preparing th¢ lands for the crop. In
the crop feafon, however, the labouf is of much longer
duration. - Weakly handed eftates, fays Mr. Fitzmau=
rice, which are far the moft numerous, form their negroes
in crop into two fpells, which generally change at twelve
at noon, and twelve at night. The boilers and others
about the works, relieved at twelve at noon, cut canes
from fhell-blow, (half paft one) till dark, when they
carry cane-tops or grafs to the cattle penns, and then
they may reft till twelve at night, when they relieve the
fpell in the boiling-houfe, by which they themfelves had
been relieved at twelve in the day. On all eftates the
boiling goes on night and day without intermiffion : but
well handed’ eftates have three fpells, and intermiffions
accordingly. ,

Mr. Dalrymple, fpeaking alfo of their labour.ir time
of crop, fays they are obliged to work as long as they can,

. which is as long as they can keep awake or ftand on

their legs. Sometimes they fal alleep, through excefs

* In (ome efates, it is ufual to dig a holeia the ground, in which
thev put the bellies of pregnant' women, while they whip them, that they
may not excufe punithment, nor yet endaoget the life of the weman or
child. (Dr. Jackfom, Licutenaat Davifen.). - .
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of fatigue, when their arms are caught in the mill, and
torn o:f. He faw feveral, who had loft their arms in
that way. :

Mr. ‘(¥ook ftates, on the fame fubjed, that in crop-
time they work in general about eighteen hours out of
the twenty-four, and arc often hurt through mere fatigue
and want of fleep. He knew a girl lofe her hand by the
mill while feeding it, for being overcome by fleep, fhe
dropped againft the rollers. He has heard of feveral in-
ftances of this kind. ) .

"'o this atcount of the labour of the flaves, both in
and out of crop, it muft be added here, that on fome
eftates, it appears by ‘the evidence, they have Sunday and
Saturday afternoon out of crop to themfelves, that is, to’
cu'tivate their own grounds for their fupport ; on others,
Sunday only ; and on athers, Sunday only in part ; for’
fome people, fays the De.n of Middleham, required
meat for the cattle on Sundays to be gathered twice in
the day; and Licutenant Davifon fays he has known
them forced to work on Sundays for their mafters. ~ It
appears again, that in crop, on no eftates, have they
more than Sunday for the cultivation of their lands..
"The Dear of Middleham has known them continus

“boiling the fugar till late on Saturday night, and in ore
- inftance remembers it to have been proirccted till fun-’
tife on Sunday * morning : and.the caie afwerwards of .
fetting up the fugar-jurs: ‘muft huve requred fever.l
hours. : '
‘The point, which may be confidered ncxt, may be
that of the flaves food. This appears by the evidence
to be fubj-& to no rule. On fome eitates they are
allowed land, which they cultivate for thenrfelves at the
times mentioned above, but they have no provifions .
allowed them, except perhaps a {mall prefent of {1t fith’
or beef, or falt pork, at Chriftmas.  On others they are
allowed proviions, but no land : and on others again
they are allowed land and provifions jointly. Without -
enumerating the different ratios mentioned to be allowed -
them by the different evidences, it may be fufficient te

@ Tvappears, that they have three or four holidays in the year, but

the days are mot fpucificd. . o
' take
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take the highe®. The beft allowance is evidently ae
Barbadoes, anl the f llowinz is the accountof it.  The
flaves in genaral, fays G :neral Tottenham, appeared to
be ill fed: each flave had a pint of grain for twenty-four -
hours, and fometimes half a rotten h=rring when to be
had. When the herrinzs were ufit for the whitesy they
were bouzht up by the plantzrs fir the flaves. Mr.
Davis fays, that oa thofz eftites in Barbadoss where he
has feen the flaves allowance dzilt out, a grown negro
had nine pints of corm, and aboat one pouad of alt hfh

- a week, bus the grain of the W :ft-Indies is much lighter

than wheit. Heis of opidion, thatin general they were
ton [uaringly fed.  The Dean of Middleham alfo men-
tions ninz pints per wezk as the quantity given, but that
he has kaow. maiters ahridze it in the time of crop.
‘Tnis is the greateft allowance mentioned throughout the
whol: of the evidence, and this is one of the cafes in
which the flaves had provifions but no land.. - Where, on
the other hand, they have land and no provifions, all the
evidences agree that it is quite ample to their fupp&t, but
that they have not fufficicut time to cultivate it.  Their
lands too are often at the diftance of three miles from their
koufes, and M-. Giles thinks the flaves were often fo
fatizued by the labour of the week as fearcely to be capable
of warking in them on Sunday for their own ufe. Itis allo
mentioned as a great hardthip, that often when they had
¢leared thefe lands, their matter has taken them away for
tines, giving them new wood-land in th' ir ftead, to be
cleared afrefh. Th's circumftance, tozether with the
removal of their houles, many of them have fo taken to
heart, as to have died. .
Whether or no their food may be coafidered as fuf-
ficient in general for their fupport, may be bett r feen
from the foliowinz than the preceding accoust. Mr.,
Cook fays that tiey have not fufficient food. Hc nas
known both Africans and * Crzol:s eat the putrid carcafes

® Al thofe bown ir:the iflunds, are called Coeskes.  Some have artribated
the cating of the putrid carcafes of animals to the vitand tafc of the
flaves, cotracted 1 tbiir own ey at-y, but the chicumftance of thufe
eating them, who are born in the iflands, totally difproves the allo-
gation, and points out the real caufe as alligned above,

. G2 of
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of animals, and is convinced they did it through want.
Mr. J. Terry has known them, on eftates where they
- bave been worfe fed than on others, eat the putrid carcafes
of animals alfo. Dead mules, hotfes, and cows, fays
Mr. Coor, were all burnt under the infpeion of a white
man. Had they been buried, the negroes would have
dug them up in the night to eat them through hunger. It
was generally faid to be done to prevent the negroes from
eeting them, left it thould breed diftempers.

Befides thefe, there are proofs of a different nature.
Giles, Coor, Captain Giles, Captain Smith, Davifon,
Duncan, Harrifon, and Dalrymple, agree, that many of
the flaves in the Welt-Indies were thieves, but they all -
agree alfo in affertinz, that they ftole in confequence of
bunger, or being ill fed. The ufual objeéts of their theft
are faid by Terry, Clappefon, Duncan, Harrifon, and the
Dean of Middleham, to be provifisns or food. Where
they were well fed, on the other hand, fay Davifos and
Captain Giles, they + did nct fleal, and where they were
ill fedp faid Terry and Duncan, they ftole at the very
bazard of their lives. The Dean of Middleham and
Harrifon "confirm this, by ftating that feveral in confe-
quence of attempting io fteal provifions, have been
brougbht home wounded, and almoft cut te pieces by the
watchmen.

On the fubje& of their clothing, there is the fame
variation as to quantity as in their food. It depends on
the difpofition and circumftances of their mafters. The
largeft allowance in the evidence is that vhich is men-
tioned by Dr. Harrifon. The men, he fays, at Chrit-
mas, are allowed two frocks, and two p.ir of Ofnaburgh
trowfers, and the women two coats and two fhifts apiece.
Some alfo have two handkerchiefs for the head. They
have no sther clothes than thefe, exce;t they get them by
their own extra labour. Woolrich and Coor agree, that
as far as their expericnce went, the mafters did not ex-
pend for the clothng of their flaves more than half a

4+ There is a faying in the Weft Indies, ¢ -that you never feea negro
but you fce a thief;”—a faying which has a tendency to hurt the nea
groes in the eftimation of thole who hear it, but which it is eafy to
explain from the abave accountss
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crown ot three fhillings a ycar ; and Cook fays that they
are in general very indifferently clothed, and that one
balf of them go almif} naked in the field.

With refpe& to their hoafes and lodging, the accounts ~

of the three following gentlemen will fuffice. .

Mr. Woolrich ftates their houfes to bz finall fquare
huts, built with' poles, and thatched at the top and fides
with a kind ef bamboo,and built by the flaves themfelves.
He defcribes them as lying in the middle of thefe huts
beforz a {inall fire, but to have no bedding. Some, he
fays, obtain a board or mat to lie on- before the fire.
A few of the head-flaves have cabins of boards raifed
from the floor, but no bedding, except fome, who have
a coarfe blanket. : :

3 The Reverend Mr. Rees, defcribing their houfes nearly

in the fame manner, obferves that their furniture confifts
of ftools and benches, that they had no beds or bedding
in the houfes he was in, but that fome of them flept on
the ground, and others on a board raifed from it.

Some of the new flaves, fays Dr. Harrifon, have a few.
blankets, but it is not the general praétice : for in gene-
ral they have no bedding at all.

Of the property of the field flaves, (the next article
to be confidered) the following teftimonies will give a
fufficient illuftration.

. Many field flaves, fays Mr. Woolrich, have it not in
their power to earn any thing, exclufive of their mafter’s
work. Some few raife fowls, and fome few pigs, and fell
themn, but thzir rumber is very fow. '

- Mr. Dalrymple does not fay, that flaves never become
pofelled of mucn property, but he never knew an in-
ftance of it, nor can be conceive.how they can have time

Sor it.

. The Dzan of Middleham obferves, that the quantity
of ground allowed to field flaves for. raifing provifions
does not admit of their frequently poflefling any confider-
able property. It is not likely they can fpare much of
their produce for fale. Sometimes they poflefs a pig, and
two or three fowls, and if they have alfo a few plantain
treesy, thefe may be the ngans ‘of fupplying them with
3

s
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knives, ironipots, and fuch other conveniences their
matfters do not allow them. : :

The greateft property Mr. M. Terry ever knew a
field flave to pofiefs was two pigs, and a little poultry.
A field flave has not the means of getting much property.

Mr. J. Terry has known the field flaves fo poor as not
to be able to have poultry. They were not allowed to
keep fheep on any eftate he knew. On fome they might
keep two or three goats, but very few allowed it. Some
keep. pigs and poultry, if able to buy any.

To thefe teftimonies it may be added, that all the
evidences, to whom the queftion has been propofed, agree
in anfwering,. that they never knew nor heard of a field
flave ever amafling-fuch a fum, as enabled him to purchafe
bis own freedom.

With refpe& to the artificers, fuch as houfe-carpenters,
coopers, and mafons, and the drivers and head-flaves,
who form the remaining part of the plantation. flaves,
they are defcribed as having in geperal a2 more: certains
allowance of provifions, " as being better off..

- Having now defcribed the ftate of the plantation, it
will be proper to fay a few words on that of the fr~and~
QOut-door flaves. The In-door flaves, or domeftics, are
allswed by all the evidences to be better clothed, and lefs
worked than the others, and invariably to look better.
Some, however, complain. of their being much pinched

for food.* and the women often fo' as to be driven ta
proftitution, but the general account is that they arer
better fed than the field flaves. Their life, however, is.
defcribed to be often wretched by being continually un-
.der the eye of their mafters and miftrefles, and therefore
continually fubje& to be teized and mortified at their
caprice, fo that Forfter, (as will be explained hereafter).
thinks their fituation even harder in this refpect than that
of the field flaves, and Coor has known many of them
wifh to be fent into the field. ' -

* Some give them one, two, or three bits a week to mn.intain them-
felves upon, but the mode of feeding shem, as well as their allowance,

is futjett to mo rule.
. i . With
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With refpe&t to.the Out-door flaves, {everal perfons,
who have a few flaves, and little work, allcw them to
work out, and oblige them to bring home threz or four
bits a.day. The fituation of thefe is confidered to be
very hard, for they are often unable to find work, and to
earn the ftated fum, and yet, if they fail, they are feverely
punithed. Mr. Clappe{};n has known them fteal grafs,
and fell it, ta make up the fum required.

In this: defcription may be ranked fuch.as follow the
occupation of. porters. %hefe are allowed to work out,
and at the end of the week obliged to bring home to their
mafters acertain weekly fum. Their fituation is much
aggravated. by having ne fixed rates. If, fays + Forfter,
on being offered too little.for their work they remonttrate,
they are often beaten, and receive nothing, and fhould
they refufe the next call from-the fame perfon, they
are fummoned before a magiftrate; and punifhed on
;h‘& parade for refufal, and he has known them fo pu-

ithed. g

To the fame defcription belong thofe unhappy females,
who have leave to go.out for preftitution, and are obliged
to bring their owners a certain payment per week.
Handfome women are expeted to.bring home more mo-
ney than the ordinary. ‘They are punifbed if they return
without the full wages of their grg/litution.

Having now defcribed the labour, food, clothing, houfes,
property, and different kinds of employment of the plan-
tation, as well as the fituation of the In-and-out-door
flaves, as far as the evidence will warrant, it may be
proper to advert to their punithments; and, firft, to tﬁofé
that are infliGted by the cowfkin or the whip. '

In the towns many people have their flaves flogged aporr
their own premifes, in which cafe it is performed by a
man, who is paid for it, and who goes round the towm
in queft of delinquents. But thofe, fays Mr. H. Rofs,
who".do not chufe to difturb their neighbours with the
flaves cries, fend them to the wharfs or gaol, where they
alfo are corrected by perfons paid. At other times they -

8 Mr. Forfter. fpeaks Vof. Autigua.
. - are
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are whipped publicly round the town, and at others tied
down, or made to ftand in fome publick place, and re~
ecive it there.

- When they dre flogged on the wharfs, to which they:

go for the convenience of the cranes and weights, they
are defcribed by H. Rofs, Morley, Jeftreys, Towne, and
Captain Scott, to have their arms tied ta the backs of the
craney and weights of f fiy-fix pounds applied to their feet.
In this fituation the crane is wound up, fo that it lifcs

them nearly from the ground, and keeps them in a
ftretched pofture, when the whip or cow-ikin is ufed.
. After this they are again whipped, but with ebony bufbes
(which are more prickly than the thorn bufhes in this
country) in order to /e out the congealed blood. Captain
Scott, defcribing it, fays, that he faw a white man
purfue a negro into the water, bring him out, and take
him to the wharf, where he had him hung up to a crane
by the hands, which were tied together, and weights tied
to his feet. When thus hoifted up, but fo as flill to
touch the ground, another negro was ordered to whip
him with a prickly buth. He walked away from the
difagreecable iignt.  The next day he faw the fame ne-
gro lying on the beach, and, with the afliftance of an-
other, taking the prickles out of his breech, feemingly
fwelled and bloody. The negro afligned as a reafon for:
the whipping, the wharfinger thought he had flaid tee
long on an errand. :

Refpecting the whippings in gaol and round the town,.
Dr. Harrifon thought them too fevere to be inflited on
any of the human fpecies.. He attended a man, who had
been flogzed in gaol, who was ill in confequence five.
or .ix wecks. It was by his matter’s order for not coming
when be was called. He could lay two or three fingers-
in the wounds made by the-whip, .

On the other mode Genegal T'ottenham obferves, that
he was at a planter’s houfe when the Jumper came. He
heard him afk the mafter, if he had any commards for.
him. The Mafter replied, No. The Jumper . then:
atked the Miftrefs, who replied, Yes. She direGed
bim to take out two very.decent womeny who attended

at.

-~ -
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at table, aimd to give each of them a dozen lafhes. Ge-
neral Tottenlam expoftulated with her, but in vain.
They were taken out to the publick parade, and he had
the curiofity to go with them. The Jumper carried 2
long whip like our waggoners. He ordered one of the
women o turn her back, and to take up her clothes
entirely, and he gave her a dozen on the breech. Every
ftroke brought fleth from her. She bchaved with
aftonithing fortitude. After the punifhment, the, ac-
cording to cuftom, curtefied and thanked him; the
othér had the fame punithment, and behaved in the
fame way. '

The punithments in the country by means of the
whip and cow-fkin appear to differ, except in one in-
ftance, from thofe which have been mentioned of the
town. -

It is ufual for thofe, fays Mr. Coor, who do not come
into the field in time, to Ke punifhed. In this cafe a few
fteps before they join the gang they throw down the hoe,
clap both hands en their heads, and patiently take ten,
fifteen, or twenty lathes. ,

The mode of punithment, asfeen by Captain Smith
and feveral others (and which is the general mode) was
as follows :—A negro was ftretched on his belly on the
ground, with a flave to hold each hand and leg, or each
hand and leg was faftened to a ftake. The punifhment
was inflicted by a negro- with a long whip tapering from
the fize of a man’s thumb to 2 fmall lath. At every

firoke a piece of fleth was drawn out, and that with
much unconcern to the direftor of the punifhment.

There is another mode defcribed by Mr. Coor,
About eight o’clock, fays he, the overfeer goes to break-
faft, and if he has any criminals at home, he orders a
black man to follow him ; for it is then ufual to take
fuch out of the ftocks, and® flog them before the over-
feer’s houfe. - The method is generally this :—The de-
linquent is ftripped and tied on a ladder, his legs on the
fides atd his arms above his head, and fometimes a rope
js tied round his middle. The driver whips him on the
bare (kin, ang if the overfeer thinks he does not lay jth:r?l
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hard enough, he fometimes knocks him down with his
own hand, or makes him change places with the delin=
quent, and be feverely whipped. Mr. Coor has known
‘many receive on the ladder, from one hundred to one
hundred and fifty lathes, and fome two cool hundreds, as
they are generaily called.  He has known many rerurn-
ed to confinement, and in one, two or three days,
brought to the ladder, and receive the fame compliment,
or thereabouts, as before, 'T'hey feldom take them off
the ladder, until all the fkin, from the hams to the
fimall of the back, appears only raw fleth and blood, and
then they wafth the parts with falt pickle. . This ap-
peared to him, from the convulfions it occafioned, more
cruel than the whipping, but it was done to prevent mor-
tification. He has known many after fuch whipping fent
to the field under a guard and worked all day, with no
food but what their friends might give them, out of their
own poor pittance. He has known them returned to the
ftocks at night, and worked next day, fucceffively. This
cruel whipping, hard working, and ftarving has, to his
knowledge, made many commit fuicide. He remem-
bers fourteen flaves, who, from bad treatmenty rebelled
on a Sunday, ran into the woods, and all cut their
throats together. : :

In fpeaking of the punifhments of the flaves by means
of the whip and cowfkin, it is impoffible to pafs over
the frequency and feverity of them as defcribed in the
evidence, as well as the lengths to which fome of their:
ewners go, upon thefe cccafions.

On the frequency of thefe punithments fomething may
be deduced from the diffcrent exprefiions which the dif=
ferentevidences adopt according to their different oppor—-
tunities of obfervation. AMany of the field flaves are faid
by Duncan, Dalrymple, Fitzmaurice, and Rees, to b=

marked with the whip A great propertion of them is the '

term ufed by Captain Wilfon.  That they are marked
commonly or generally, or that the generality of them are
marked, are the expreflions agreed in by the .Dean of
Middleharg Lieutenant Simpfon, Captain Rfs, Captain
Hall, (navy) Captain Giles, Captain Smih, anJ Lieus

. . tenant.
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tenant Davifon. The greater part of them, fays Jeffreys,
mojl of them, fay Coor and W oolrich, bear the marks of

the whip. “The{> marks again, fays G les, you will find’

on almefl all the weaker part of tne gang; and Falcon-
bridge, General Tottenham, -and Towne, agree in fay-
ing, either that they bardly ever faw any, or that very
few were to be fsen without fcais or other marks of the
whip. i :

V[\)’ith refpe&t to the feverity of thefe punifhments, it
may be fhewn by deferibing the nature of the inftru-
ment with which they are infli¢ted, and the power it
has, and the effe&t it produces, whercver it is ferioully
appl ed. : :

The whip, fays Woolrich, is gensrally made of plaited
cowfkin, wiih"a thick ftrong l:.th. It is fo formidable
an inftrument in .the hands of fome of the overfeers
that by means of it they can take tiefkin off a horfe’s
back. He h-s heard them boaft of laying the marks of

it in a deal board, and he hasfien it done. On itsap- -

plicat o1 on a (lave’s back, he has fezn the blood fpurt
out immedi: t ly on the firft ftroke *,

+ Nearly the fame-account of its conftrution is given
by other evidences, and its powecr and effets are thus
deferibed. At every ftroke, fays Captain Smith, a piece
of fi2/h was d-awn ort. Dalrymple avers the fame thing.

t will even bring biood through the breeches, fays J. Terry;
and fuch is the effufion of blood on thofe occafions,
adds Fitzmaurice, as to make their frocks, if immedi-
atcly put on, appear as /7 as buckram ;. and Coor ob-
ferves, that athis firft going to Jaunaica, a fight of a com-
mon flogging would put him in a tremble, fo that he did not

Jeel right for the reft of the day. It is obferved alfo by Dr.

% The military whip, favs General Tottenham, euts the skin, whereas
that o~ the negroes cuts out the tieth. -

4 Dr. Jackfon and others mention aaother kind of whip in ufe,

which they deferibe to be like what ‘our wagzoners ufe, and to be thrown
at the diftance of three or tour paces, which the former obferves greatly
increafes the weigi-tof the Jathes. To this whip Caprain Cook zlludes,
when he fays, a dixtrous fiogger could firike fo exaétly as to lodge the
point of the lath juft witiun the fleth, where it would remain till picked
out with his finger and thumb. ’ .
s Harrifon
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Harrifort-and the Dean of Middleham, that the incifions

are fometimes fo deep that you may lay your fingers in the
wounds. There are alfo wheals, fays Mr. Coor, from
their hams to the fmall of their backs. 'Thefe wheals, cuts,
or marks, as defcribed by Captain Thompfon, Dean of
Middleham, Mr. Jeffreys, and General Tottenham, as
indelible, as lafting to old age, or as fuch as no time can erafe,
and Woolrich has often feen their backs one undiffin-
guifbed mafs of lumps, holes, and furrows.

. As farther proofs of the feverity of thefe punifhments
by the whip or cowlkin, the following falts may be ad-
duced. Duncan and Falconbridge have known them
fo whipped that they could not lie down. Fitzmaurice has
often known pregnant women fo feverely whipped as
to have mifcarried in confequence colf' it. CLppcfon alfo
knew a pregnant woman whipped and delivered on the
Jpot. Davifon was once fent for to a woman flave,
who mifcarried from fevere flogging, when both fbe and
the child died. He knew alfo a new negro girl die of &
mortification of her wounds two days after the whipping
had taken place. A cafe fimilar to the laft is alfo men-
tioned by Mr. Rees. Finding one day in his walks
a woman lying down and groaning, he underftood from
her that the had been fo feverely whipped for running
away, that the could hardly move from the place where
the was, Her left fide, where fhe had been moft whip-
ped, appeared in a mortifying flate, and almoft covered
with worms. He relieved her, as fhe was hungry, and
in a day or two afterwards going to vifit her again,
found fbe was dead and buried. T'o mention other in--
ftances : a planter flogged his driver to death, and even
boafted of it to the perfon from whom Mr. Dalrymple

had the account. Captain Hall alfo (of the navy)
knows by an inftance that fell under his eye, thata
Slave’s death may be octafioned by fevere punithment. Dr.
Jackfon thinks alfo fevere whippings are fometimes the

. occafion of their death. He recolle&s @ negro dying un-
© der the lafb, or foon afterwards ; and Captain Rofs avers,
that they often die in a few days after their fevere punifh-

- ments, for having but little food, and little care l:ing
. : ea
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taken to keep the fores clean after the whipping, their
death is often the confequence. _ .

. Having now collected what is faid on the punithments
by the whip and cowlkin, it will be proper to mention
thofe other modes with which the evidence prefents us.
Thefe, however, are not eafily fubjett to a divifien from
the great variety of their kinds. ,

1. Captain Cook, fpeaking of the towns, fays, he
has been thocked to fee a girl of fixteen or feventeen,
& domettick flave, running in the ftreets on her ordinary.
bufinefs, with an iron collar, having twe hooks projecting

veral inches both before and behind. ‘

Captain Rofs, fpeaking of the country, has known
flaves feverely punithed, then put into the flocks, a cattle
chain of fixty or feventy pounds weight put on them,
and a large collar about their necks, and a weight of fifty-
fix pounds faftened to thz chain when they were drove
a-field. , : o

* Mr. Cook ftates that, when runaways are brought in,
they are generally fevercly flogged, and fometimes have
an iron boot put ori one or both legs, and a chain or collar
round their neck. The chain is locked, the collar faf-
tened on by a rivet. When the collar is with three pro-
Jectionsy it is impoffible for them to lic down to /Ieeip > even
with two, they muft lie uneafily. Hehas feen collars with
four projettions.  He never kpew any injury from the
chain and collar, but feverely galling their necks. He
has, however, known a negro lofe ‘his leg from wearing
the iron boot.

2. Mr. Dalrymple, in June 1789, faw a negrefs
beought to St. George’s, Grenada, to have her fingers
cut off, She had committed a fault, and ran away to
avoid punifhment ; but being taken, her mafter fufpend- .

“ed her by the hands, flogged her and cut her cruelly on
the back, belly, breaft, and thighs, and then lft ber fu/-
pended till her fingers mortified.  In this ftatg Mr. Dal-
rymple faw her at Dr. Gilpin’s houfe. e

3. Captain Rofs has feen a negré woman, in Jamai-
cz, flogged with ebony bufbes (much worfe than our own
thorn-buthes) fo that the fin of ber back was taken of;
dzion to ber heels.  She was then turned round and ;-

‘ - ' &1 s 4
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ged from her breaft down to her waiff, and in confequence
he fdw her afterwards walking upon all fours, and unable
to get up. B '
4. Captain Cook being on a vifit to General
Frere at an eftate of his in Barbadoes, and riding one
morning with the General and two other officers, the
faw near a houfe, upon a dunghill, a naked negro nearly
Jufpended, by firings from his elbows backwards, to the bough
“of a tree, with his f{;t, barely upon the ground, and an irom
weight round his neck, at leaft, to appearance of 141b.,
weight : and thus without one creature near him, or ap-
parently near the houfe, was this wretch left expofed to
the noon-day fun. Returning a few hours after, they
Jound him fiill in the fame flate, and would have releafed
him, but for the advice of General Frere, who had an
«ftate in the neighbourhood. The gentlemen, through
“difguft, fhortened their vifit, and returned the next

morning. . , ' ,

5. iieutenant Davifon and Mr. Weolrich men-
tion the thumb-fcrew, and Mr. Woolrich, Captain Rofs,
-Mr. Clappefon, and Dr. Harrifon, mention "the picdet, .
“as inftruments of punithment. A negro man, in Ja-
maica, fays Dr. Harrifon, was put on the picket fo long
as to caufz a mortification of bis foot and hand, on fufpicicn
.of robbing his mafter, a publick officer, of a fum of
money, which it afterwards appeared, the mafler had taken
bir&ﬁf: Yet the mafter was privy to the punifhment,
and the flave had no compenfation. He was punifhed
by order of the mafter, who. did not then chufe to make it
Aknown that be himfelf had made ufM/’ the money. .

6.  Jeffreys, Captain Rofs, M. Terry, and Coor,
mention the cutting fif of ears, as another fpecies of pu-
nifhment. ~ "The laff gentleman gives the following in-
ftance in Jamaica. One of the houfe-girls baving brok.u
a plate, or [pilt acup of tea, the do&tor, (with whom Mr.
‘Coor boarded) nailed her ear to a pof. Mr. Coar re-
monftrated with him in vain. They went to bed, and
left her there. In the morning the was gone, having

torn the head of the nail through her ear. She was foon
brought back, and when Mr. Coar came to breakfaft,
he found fhe had bzen very feverely whipped by the doc-
: ’ S : - tor,
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tor; who in' his faryy clipped both her ears’ off clofe 0 hey’
bead, with a pair of large fciffarsy, and the was fent to-
pick feeds out of cotton, among three or four more, ema-
ciated by his cruelties, until they were fit for nothing elfe.-

7. Mr. M. Cook, while in' Jamaica, knew a run-~
away flave brought in, with part of a turkey with him,

- which ke had flolen,- and' which- Mr. Cook thinks, he

bad flolen from bunger. as- he was nothing but fRin and

. bone. His mafter immediately made two negroes hold

him down, and with a-hammer and a punch, 4nocked out’
two of his upper,y and two of his under tecth.-

r. Dalrymple was informed by & young woman flave,:
in Grenada, who had no teeth, that her miftrefs had,
with her own hands, pulled them out, and given her a:
fevere flogging befides, the gharks of which fhe then:
Bore.. This relation was confirmed by feveral town’s:
people’ of whom he inquired concerning it.-

- 8 Mr. Jeffreys has feen flaves with one of their’
hands off;. which. he underftood to:have been cit off for'

difting it up againft a whit: man.. Captain Lloyd alfor

w at Mrs. Winne’s at Mammee Bay in Jamaica, a:
female flave, with but ohe hand only; the other having’
been cut off for the fame offence. Mrs. Winne had:
endeavoured to prevent the amputation, but in.vain, for’
her indented white woman could not be difluaded from:
fwearing that the flave had ftruck her,. and the hand was:

~accordingly cut off.. :

9. Captain Giles,. Db&or’ Jackfon,: Mr. Fitzmau~
rice, and Mr. M. Terry,. have feen negroes whofe legs
bave been cut mﬁ, by their mafler’s orders, for running’
away, and Mr. Dalrymple gives the following account :
A French planter, fays he, in the Englith:ifland of Gre—-
rada, fentfor a furgeon to cut off the leg of a negro who'
had run away.. On the furgeon’s refufing to do it, the
planter to0k an iron bary and broke the leg in pieces, and
then the furgeon cut it off. This planter did-many fuch:
acts of cruelty, and-all with impunity..

10. Mr. Fitzmaurice mentions,- among other in--
ftances of cruelty, that. of dropping hot lead upon ne--
groes, which he often faw practifed by a planter of the:
name of Ruthie, during his refidence in Jamaica.

H 2 . Mr..
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. 1. Mr. Hercules Rofs, hearing one day, in Jamais
ta, from an enclofure, the cries of fome poor wretch
under torture, he looked through, and faw a young fe-
male fufpended by the wrifls to a tree, fwinging to and fro.
Her toes could barely touch the ground, and her body
was exceedingly agitated. The I%ght rather confounded
him, as there was no whipping, and the mafter was juft
by, feemingly motionlefs; but, on looking more atten-

tively, he faw in his hand a_ffic of fire, which he held fo..

as occafiomally to touch her about her private parts as
fhe fwung. He continued #his toriure with unnoved.
countenance, until Mr, H. Rofs, calling on him to defift,
and throwing ftones at him over the fence, ftopped it. -
* 12, Mr. Fitzmaurice once fecund Rufhie, the Ja-
maica planter before mogtioned, iz the ait of hanging
a negro.  Mr. Fitzmauric® begged lcave to intercede, as
he was doing an a¢tion that, in a few minutes, he would
" repent of. Rufhie, upon this, being a paffionate man,
ordered him off his eftate. Mr. Fitzmaurice accord-.
ingly went, but returned early the next morning, before
Ruthie was up, and going into the curing-houfe, beheld
the fame negro lying dead upon a board. It was notorious
that Rufhie had killed many of his negroes, and deftroyed

them fo faft, that he was obliged to fell his eftate.wa.

Captain Rofs fays alfo, that there was a certain planter
in the fame ifland, who had hanged a negro on a pafty chofe
to bis houfe, and in three years deftroyed forty negroes,
out of {ixty, by feverity.* The reft of the condutt of
this planter, as defcribed by Captain - Rofs, was, after a
debate, cancelled by the Committee of the Houfe of
"Commons who took the evidence, as containing cir-
cumflances too horrible to be given to the world ; and

therefore the reader will find their places fupplied by

afterifks, in the evidence at large. ,

13. On Shrewfbury eftate, in Jamaica, fays Mr.
Coor, the overfeer fent for a flave, and in talking
with him, he hattily fruck bim on the heady with a fmall
bangery and gave bim two flabs about the waiff. The

# Tt is not improbable, but that Captain Rofs, and Mr. Fitzmavrice,
allude to the fame perfon, )

flave

——
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fTave faid, ¢« Overfeer, youhave killed me.” He puthed’

him out of the piazza.” 'The flave went home, and died”
that night. He was buried,. and no more faid about it..
A manager of an eftate, fays Mr. Woolrich, in Tor-
tola, whofe owner did notrefide on the ifland, fitting at

" dinner, in a fudden refentment.at his cook, went dire&ly

to his fword,, and ran: the negro woman through the body,.
and fbe died upon the floor immediately, and the negrocs -
were called in-to take her away, and bury her..

14. Mr. Giles recolle&s feveral‘fhocking inftances
of punifhment.. In particular, on- the eftate where he
lived,- in Monfervat, the driver at day-break once in--
formed the overfeer,. that- one of four &r five negroes:

. chained in the dungeon would not rife.. He accom-

panied the overfeer to the dungeon,. who fet the others:
that were in. the chain to.drag him out, and not rifing-
when out, heordered @ bundle of cane-trafh to be put:
round him,. and fet fire to.. As he ftill did not rife, he-
had a finall foldering iron heated, and thruff betweey his
tecth, As the'man.did not yet rife, he had the chain:
taken off,. and fent him to the hofpital,. where he lan--
guifbed fome days,. and died. -

15.. An overfeer, on the eftate where Mr. J..
Terry was in Grenada,. (Mr..Coghlan) threw a flave:
into the boiling cane-juice,. who- died in four days.. Mr..
J. Terry was told of: this by. the owner’s fon,.by the-
carpenter, and by many. flaves on the. eftate.. He has
heard it often.. '

16.. Mr. Woolrich: fays, a negro ran away from:
a planter in Tortola, with whom he was well acquainted.
The overfeer having orders to take him dead or alive,,
a while after found him in one of his huts, faft afleep, in-
the day time, and fbot him through the body. The negro-
jumping up, faid, “ What you kill. me aflecp ;”” and.
dropped dead immediately, The overfeer- took off his.
head, and carried it to the owner: Mr. Woolrich knew-
another inftance in the famesifland. A planter, offended:
with his waiting man, a mulatto, {tepped fuddenly to his:
gun, on which the man ran off, but his mafter fhst bim:
through the head with a fingle ball,.

. -~ Hz3 ) From:
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;F‘rom the above accounts, there are no lefs than fix=
teen forts of extraordinary punifhments, which the ima-
gination has invented in the moments of pafiion and ca-
price. It is much to be lamented, that there are others
in the evidence not yet mentioned. Butas it is neceffar
to infert a new head, under which will be explained
the concern which the very * women take, both in the
ordinary and extraordinary punifhments of the flaves,
and as fome of the latter, not yct mentioned, are infepa-
rably connefted with it, it was thought proper to cite

~them under this new divifion rather than continue them
und:r the old.

e will appear extraordinary to the reader, that many
women, living in the colonies, fhould not only ordcr,
and often fuperintend, but fometimes aQually infiicF with
their own hands fome fevere punithments wpon their
{laves, and that thefe thould not always be women of a
low order, but frequently of refpeciabiiity and rank.

In the inftance of whipping, mentioned by General
Tottenham (p. 60) we find the order for it givenby
the wife of a planter, whom the General was vifiting,
though the hufband had declined it on his part. ~ 4 ludy
is reprefented by Mr. Cook as having her domeftics
flogged every Monday morning. Capt. Cook reprefents
a ‘'woman of refpectable condition as fending her fervant to
be flogzed for a miffake only. Lieutenant Davifon has
often known the miftrefs fend her domeftics to be, pu-
nithed and without telling them for what. He has feen
~a flave alfo, both whafe no/irils bad heen flit by ber miftre(s's
ordery who was of fome confequence, being the wife of
the chief engineer of the illand; and he alfo remembers
a new negro girl, flozged by the order of her miftrefs,
who died in two days aftervsards of her wounds.

Licutenant Davifon, Captain Smith, and Dr. Jack-
fon, all agree that it was coramonfor ladies of refpeciability

#* The Editor feels a relu@ance in mentioning women on this occafion,
but when he corfiders how much the explanation of their conduét will
fhew the iniquity of the fyftem of flavery, and its baneful influence on
thofe moft difpofcd to benevolence and compaiiion, helecls it a duty to
procecd i the nerration® without any farther apology. y
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and rank to fuperintend the punifoment of their flaves.
Conformably with this, we find Dr. Harrifon ttating
to the Committee, that u n=gro, in Jaumaica, was fiogged
to death by her miftrefs’s order, who ftood by to fec the

-punifhment. Lieutenant Davifon ul{o ftates, that in the

fame ifland, he bas feen feveral negro girls at work
with the needle, in the prefence of their miitrefles, with
a thumb-fcrew on their left thumbs, and he has feen

~ the blood guth out from the ends of them. He has alf>

feen a negro girl made to kneel with her bare knees on
pebbles, and to work there at the fame time; a fort of
punifhment, he fays, among the domeftics, which he -
knows to be in common ufe. -

On the fubjest of women becoming the executioners
of theirown fury, Doflor Jackfon obfcrves, that the firtt
thing that fhocked him in famaica was a.creole lady, of
Jome confequence, fuperintending the punifpment of her flaves,.
male and female, ordering the number of lafbes, andy, with
ber awn handsy flogging the negro driver, if he did not
punifs properly. '

.. Capt. Cook relates, that two young ladies of fortune,
in Barbadoes, fifters, one of whom was difplcafed at the
pregnancy of a female flave belongin% to the other, by
the fon of the furgeon attending the eftate, proceeded to
fome very derogatory alts of cruelty. ith their own.
garters tiey tied the young woman neck and heels, and
then beat ber almoft to death with the heels of their thoes.
One of her eyes continued a long while afterwards in
danger of being loft. They after this continued to ufe
her ill, confimng and degrading her. Captain Cook
came in during the beating, and was an eye witnefs to
it himfelf. o .

Capt. Cook flates farther; that he faw a woman,
named Rachael Lauder, beat a female flave moft unmer-"
cifully. Having bruifed her head almoft to a jelly, with
the heel of her thoe, fhe threw her with great force on
the feat of the child’s neceflary, and then tried to flamp.
her head through the hole, and would have murdered her,
if not prevented by two officcrs.  The girlls crime was
the not bringing money encugh from on board thip,

' s  Where
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where fhe was fent.by. her. miftrefs for the purpofe of
proflitution.. \ ’

. Lieutenant Davifon ftates, in. his evidence,.that the
clergyman’s wife at Port Royal, was remarkably cruel..
She ufed to drop hot fealing wax on her negroes, after
flogging them. He was fent for as furgeon to one of
them, whofe breaft was terribly burnt with fealing. wax..
He was alfo once called in to 2" woman flave,. who had-
been tied up all night by her hands, and had been abufed
with cayenne peppery.by the fame miftrefs, and ina way
too horrid and indecent to mention. He lived next
door, he flates alfo, to a2 wather-woman at Port Royal,,.
who was almoft continually flogging her negroes. He:
has often gone in and remonfirated againft her cruelty,.
when he has feen the negro women chained to the wafbing
tubs, almoft naked, with their thighs and backs in a gore of
blood, from flogging.. He could mention various other
capricious punifhments, if neceffary. 7

Mr. Forfter, examined on the fame fubje®; fays he
has known a creole woman in Antigua,. drop bot fealing -
wax on a girl’s back, after a flogging. He and marny-
others faw a young woman of fortune and charalter .
flogging a negro man very feverely with her own hands..
Many fimilar inftances he could relate if neceffary. They-
are almof? innumerable among the dom%?id flaves.

Ifit fhould be afked for what offences the differens.
punifhinents now cited have taken phce, the following .
anfwer may be given.

The flaves appear to have been punithed, as far as can.
be afcertained from the evidence under the head of ordi--
nary punifhments, for not coming into the field in time,.
not picking a l{uﬁdent quantity of grafs, not appearing
willing to work, when in fa& fick-and nat able, for ftaying
too long on an errand,. for not coming immediately when
called, for not bringing home, (the women) the full.
weekly fum enjoined by their owners, for .running away,
and for theft, to which they were gften driven b 1unger.

. Under the head of ¢ extraordinary punifhments,’”
fome appear to have fuffered for running away, or for
lifiing up a hand againft a white man, or for breaking g
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plate, or fpilling a cup of tea, or to extort confzffion.
pOthers ag{?in ingthe nlxlafr,ner'tft; of fudden refentment, z:{ one
ona diabalical pretext, which the mafter held out to the
world o conceal his own villainy, and which he knew to be

alfe. - '

- '{I'nder the head of ¢ the part which the very women
take in thefe punifhments,” a female flave is punithed for
being found pregnant ; another for not bringing home the
Sfull wages of proftitution ; another for jealoufy on the part
of her miftrefs; others again, from an opinton that flaves
could not be managed without feverity ; and others in
the moments of paffion, without even the allzgation K’ a
Jfault. In fhort, it appears that they are often punithed
as caprice and paffion di&ates ; and to {u¢h lengths do
people go whafe minds are depraved by the exercife of
unlimited power, that we find an inftance in the evi-
dence, related by Dr. Harrifon, (who knows alfo others
of the kind), of a man buying a negro, who belonged to
another man, but who mimicked him, for the purpofe of
gratifying his revenge. After having bought him, he or-
dered him to be punifhed, and the confequence wus,
that the flave cut his own throat.

On the fubject of capital offences and punithments, a
man and a woman f{lave are mentioned to have been
hanged, the man for * running away, and the woman
for haviny fecreted him. The Dean of Middleham faw -
two inftances ef flaves being gibbetted alive in chains,
but he does not fay for what, only that this is the pu-
nithment for enormous crimes: and Mr. Jeffreys, the
only other pzrfon who fpeaks on this fubjcét, fays, that he
was in one of the iflands, whzn fome of the flaves mur~
dercd a white man, and deftroyed fome property on the
eftate. -'The execution of thefz he defcribes as follows :

He was prefent, he fays, at the exccution of feven ne-
groes in Tobago, in the year 1774, whofc right arms
were chopped oft'; they were then dragged to feven
ftakes ; and a fire, conﬁ({ing of trath and dry wood, was

# Slaves running away are punjthed varioufly, but on abfenting thems
felves for a certain timae, they may be punithed with death.

lighted
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lighted about them. They were there burnt to-death:-
He does not remember hearing one of them murmurs.
complain, cry, or-do any thing that indicated fear. One
of them in particular, named Chubb, was taken in the
woods that morning, was tried about noon, and was
thus executed with the reft in the evening. Mr. Jeffreys-
ftood clofe by Chubb when his arm was cut off. He
ftretched his arm out, and laid it upon the block, pulled
up the fleeve of his fhirt, with more coolnefs than he,.
(Mr. Jeffreys) fhould have done, ifhe had been to be
let blood. He afterwards would not fuffer himfelf to be~
dragged to the ftake, as the others had been, but got
upon his feet, and walked toit. As he was going to the-
ftake, he turned about, and addrefled himfelf to Mr..
Jeftreys, who was ftanding within two or three yards:
of him, and faid, ¢« Buckra, you fee me now,. but to-
“ morrow I fhall be like that,” kicking up the duft-
‘with his foot. (Here Mr. Jeffreys folemnly added in-
his evidence the words, ¢ So help me God.””) The
impreflion this made upon his mind, Mr. Jeffreys de-
clared, no time ever could erafe. Sampfon, who made’
the eighth, and a negro, whofe name Mr.. Jeffreys does-
not recollect, was prefent at this execution. Sampfon,
next morning was hung in chains alive,. and there he-
hung till he was dead, which,. to. the beft" of his recol--
leCtion, was feven days. The other negro was fen--
tenced to be fent to the mines- in South: America, and,.
he believes, was fent accoendingly. Neither of thofe
two, during the time of the execution, fhewed any-
marks of concern, or diiinay, that he could obferve.
A ftronger inftance. of human- fortitude, he declared, .
be never faw.

Having now ftated the fubftance of the evidence-
en the fubje&t of offences and punifhments, we come
to a cuftom which appcars too general to be pafled -
over in filence.. .

Dalrymple, Forfter, Captain Smith; Captain Wilfon, .
and General Tottenham, affert that it /s #no uncommen
thing for perfons to negledi and turn off their flaves when-
patt labour.. They are turned off; fay Captain Wilfon,

: Y "Licutenant.
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“Lieutenant Davifon, and General Tottenham, to plunder,
beg, or ftarve. Captain Cook has known fome take
care of them ; but fays, others leave them to farve and
die. They are often defired when old, fays Mr. Fitz-
maurice, fo provide for themfelves, and they fuffer much,
Mr. Clappefon knew a man who had an old, decrepid

woman flave, to whom he would allow nothing. When

paft labour, the owner did not feed them, fays Giles; and
Cook ftates that, within his experience, they had no food
but what they could get from fuch relztions as they might

* bave bad. This is the ac¢count given by the different
witnefles ; and accordingly we find fome of the fuper-
.annuated flaves on the different eftates, whé wanted every
hing (Harrifon); others bogging (Rees); others dizging in
the dunghill for food, (Dalrymple); and others lying, mi-
ferable objells, about the wharfs and bcaches, and in the
roads and fireets (Jeffreys, J. Woodward, and Cook).
«General Tottenham has often met them, and, once in
particular, an.old woman, paft labour, who told him that
her matter had fet ber adrift to fhift for berfelf. He faw
her about three days afterwards, lying dead in the fame
place. This cuftom of turning them off when old and
helplefs is called in the iflands (Captain Wilfon and
Captain Lloyd) ¢« Giving them free.”

As a proof bow little the life of an old flave is regarded '

in the Weft Indies, we may make the following extract
from the evidence of Mr. Coor. Once when he was
dining with an overfeer, an old woman who had run
away a few days, was brought home, with her hands tied
behind. After dinner, the overfeer, with the clers,
-named Bakewell, took the woman, thus tie!, to the
.hot-houfe, a place for the fick, and where the ftocks are
in one of the rooms. Mr. Coor went to work in the
mill, about one hundred yards off, and hearing a mo%
diftrefsful cry from “that houfe, he atked his men, who
and what it was. They faid they thought it was old
Quaftheba. About five o’clock the noife ceafed, and
about the time he was leaving work, Bakewell caine to
him, apparzntly in great fpirits, and faid, « Well, Mr.
Coor, (gld Quatheba is dead. We took hef to the

, ' ftocks-
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ftocks-room ; the overfeer threw a rope over the beam,
1 was Jack Ketch, and hauled her up, till her feet were
off the ground. 'The overfeer locked the door,'and took

the key with him, till my return juft now, with a flave

for the ftocks, when I found her head.”” Mr. Coor faid,

€ You have killed her, I heard her cry all the after~

noon.” He anfwered, « D—n bher for an old b—p,

Jhe was good for nothing; what fignifies killing fuch an

o/d woman as her.”” Mr, Coor faid, « Bakewell, yote

fhock me,” and left him. The next morning his men

told him, they had helped to bury her. .

But it appears that the aged are not the only perfons
whofe fate is #2 be commiferated, when they become of
no value ; for people in youth, if difabled are abandoned

.to- equal mifery. General Tottenham, zbout three
weeks before the hurricane, faw a youth, about nine-
teen, -walking in the ftreets, in a moft deplorable-fitua-
tion, entirely naked, with an iron collar about his nechk,
with five long projeciing fpikes.  His body, before and be-
hind, his breechy belly, and thighs, were almoft cut to pieces,
and with running fores all over themy and you might put
your finger in fome of the wheals. He could not it doron,
owing to bis breech being in a flate of mortification, and it
was impoffible for him to lie down, from the.prajection of
the prongs. 'The boy came to the General.and afked re-
licf. He was fhocked at his appearance,” and atked him’
what he had done to fuffer fuch a punifbment, and who.in-
flilted it. He faid it was his mafter, who lived about
two miles from town, and that as be could not work, be
would give bhim nothing to eat. S ,

If it be poflible to view human depravity ina worfe
light than it has already appeared in on the fubje& of the
treatment of the flaves when difabled:from labour, it
may be done by referring to the evidence of Capt. Lloyd,
who was told by a perfon of veracity, when in the Weft
Indies, but whom he did not wifh to rame in his evi-
dence, that it was the pratice of a certain planter to

Jiame pretences for the execution of bis old worn out flaves,

, : : in
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in order get the * ifland allowance. And-it was fuppofed
that he dealt largely in that way.

Having now cited both the ordinary and extraordi-
nary punithments inflicted upon the {laves, it may be
prefumed that fome one will afk here, whether, under
thefe various a&ls of cruclty, they are wholly without
vedrefs ? To this the following anfwer may be given—

That, with relpe ta the ordinary punithments, by the
" whip and cotvikin (where they do not terminate in
death) the power of the mafter or overfeer is under little
or no controul. ‘ :

Firft, Becaufe, as we have already feen, they can
order or infli¢t punithment for any, even imaginary, of-
fences. .

Secondly, Becaufe the law of thirty-nine lathes (the
greateft number allowed to be given toa flave, at any one
time) is a mere farce, and never attended to by mufters
or owners, if they fhould think it proper to inflict more :
for, Woolrich fays, that the chief whipper lays on their back
farty, fifty, fixty, or more lathes, at the pleafure of the owner
or overfeer. Captain Rofs has known negroes receive twe
bundred lathes, where the law would give only thirty-
nine. Mr. Cook has known a3 field flave receive twe
hundred lafhes, by order ;)f the overfeer, and a domeftick
Jifty, by order of his mifirefs. Mr. M. Terry alfo ob-
ferves, that the Jaw was reftricted to thirty-nine, but it
was not in the leaff attended to during his experience.
He has, in thort, feen it broken repeatedly. 'The fame lan-
- guage is alfo fpoken by others. - ’
. Thirdly, Becaufe, if there fhould be fome, who bear
the law in their minds, at the time of punifhing, they
evade it by various means. Whipping, fays Mr. Fitz-
-maurice, was underftood to be limited to thirty-nine
-lathes s but it was often evaded by putting the negro into
she flocksy and giving him thirty-nine for the fame offence,
-next day. We find alfo, by Captain Rofs’s account, a
magifirate, and of courfe, a guardian of the laws, evading’
it in like manner; for that gentleman has feen Johs.

) - % The iﬂgnd allowance ina]amaica to the mafter is 4ols currency for
any oac of his flaves if cxecuted for a breach of the Jaws, '

t+1 ' Shackles
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Shackle, Efq. a magiftrate in Jamaica, flogging a regro
three times in one day, namey at breakfaft, dimnery and at
Jox in the evening : but the negro was in the flocks between
the floggings. Captain Cook alfo exprefsly fays, that
the law may be evaded by fplitting a crime into many,
and, by intervals, dividing the times of punifbment ; and of
this, where flaves are punifhed at home, he fays there are
daily irflances.  Returning home one evening late with
Major Litch of the goth regt. they heard moft dreadful
«<ries, and, on approaching the fquare at Bridge-town,
found they proceeded from the houfe of a man that fold
diquor, and heard the repeated lathes of a whip, on a crea-
ture whom they conceived to be dying. On their re-
quefting admiflion, the cruelty feemed to be wantonly in-
creafed, which fo provoked them that they broke open
the door, and found a negro girl of about nineteen, chain-
ed to the floor, almoft expiring with agony and lofs of
blood. The man taking refuge behind his counter from
their indignation, and thinking himfelf free from the
law, immediately cried out with exultation, that he had
-only given her tiirty-nine lajbes at one time, and that only
three times fince the beginning of the night. He then
#hreatened them for breaking his doory and interfering be-
2ween him and his flave,, whom he would flog to death_ for
. all any one, and he would give her the fourth thirty-mine
Jafhes before morning}; which muft have killed her, as
Jhe feemed then to be dying. In fhort, -to ufe the lan-
guage of the different evidences, it appears that the flaves
have no legal redrefs, in the cafe alluded to, againft their
'mafters and miftrefles, the latter of whom, even when
they become the executioners on fuch occafions, are not
weceived the worfe for it in fociety. Perhaps, fays Dr.
Jackfon, « fuch g me might be called a termagant, but fhe
.was not the lefs refpecied. It was indeed thought neceffary
Jor an indrliﬂrious wife to be rigid in the punifbment of ber
flaves.” It is impoffible to omit mentioning here that
“Lieutenant Davifon was fo hurt at the fevere and fre-
.quent whippings of one of thefe women, that he com-
plained to a magiftrate, who faid &e had nothing to do

with it.
With
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With refpe@ to the overfeer, whom we have feers
alfo exercifing a difcretionary power, he is certainly fub+-
ject to the controul of the malter, if he refides, and in.
cafe of his non-refidence,. to that of the attorney of the’
eftate : but then, fays J. Terry,the flaves, if feverely punifh--
ed for trifling faults, dare not complain of him to the mafter’
for fear of worfe treatment. J. Terry has known them
punifbed by their mafter for fo doing, and fent back to-
the plantation, though their complaints were juft. Mr..
Cook alfo has known flaves punifbed for complaining to
the mafter, and, in his abfence, to the attorney againft the
overfeer, for ill ufage. If again,. fays Coor, the ilaves
complain to the attorney, and the attorney liftens, the-
overfeer fays he will leave the eftate. He has alfo feen
the attorney wink at the oppreflion of the ilaves, becaufe
he has a per centage on-the crop, and the more the over—
feer puthes them, the more the attorney gains. The
Jame per centage on the crop is acknowledged alfo by
Lieut. Davifon. Captain Rofs neverthelefs ftates that
overfeers are often. turned away for fevere whippingss.
but he is the only one of the evidences who fays fo, and.
it appears that there muft be frequently great obftacles
to this; for it is obferved by Davifon, Fitzmaurice, and
Cook, that fome attornies live thirty, forty, or fifty miles
from the eflate, and “of courfe the flaves * cannot go

“to complain; and the fame three gentlemen, together

with Coor, J. Terry, and Duncan, ftate that on fome.
eftates one perfon holds the office of attorney and.
overfeer at the fame time, where his power is of courfe:
under no controul.

As to fuch of the extraordinary punifhments before
mentioned as did not terminate in death, fuch as picket-
ing, dropping hot fealing-wax on the fleth, cutting off-
ears and the like, it appears that flaVes had no regrefsA
whatever, for that thefe ations alfo on the part of the
maiters were not deemed within the reach of the law..
In the inftance cited of -the Do&or clipping off the ears

) * If a flave thould be.feen"any day, except Sunday, wandering about, -

and even then without a tickct, he would be taken up, put into gcol, and-

advertifed as a runaway.- .
I2a : of
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of a female flave, no more notice wwas taken of it, fays. Coor,
than if a dog’s ears bad been cut off; vhough it muft hawve
been krvwn to the inagifirates.  In the dreadful inftance
alfo cited of a planter’s breaking his flave’s leg by an
sron bar, to induce the furgeon to cut it off, as a punith-
ment, Mr. Dalrymple obferves that it was not the pub-
lick opiniony that any punifbinent was due to -him on that
account, for though it was generally kivown, he was equally
well received in fociety afterwards as before: and in the
vafe alfo mentioned of the owner torturing his female
flave by the application of a lighted torch to her body,
Mr. H. Rofs ftates only, that this owner was not a
man of charalter: with refpet to his fuffering by the
law, he obierves that he was never brought to-any trial
Jor it ; and he did not know that the law then extended te
the punifbment of whites for fuch acls as thefe.

With refpect to fuch of the punithments as have ters
minated in death, the reader will be able to colle&,
what power the mafters and overfeersy and what pro-
tection the flaves have had by the law, from the follow«
ing accounts. :

There are no lefs than feven fpecifick inflances men«
tioned in the evidence, in which flaves died in confequence
of the whipping they received, and yet in no one of them
was the murderer brought to an account. One of the pera
petrators is mentioned by Mr. Dalrymple as having
boafled of what he had done; and Dr. Jackfon fpeaks of
the other in thefe words ; < No attempts, fays he, were
made to bring him to juflice : people faid it was an unfortu-
nate thing, and were furprized he was not more cautious,
as it was not the firft thing of the kind that had happened
2o bims but they dwelt chicfly on the proprictor’s lofs.”

In fuch of the extraordinary punithments, as termi-
/mated in death, there are no lefs than feven fpecifick ir«
Sances alfo in the evidence.  In one of them viz. that of
throwing the flave into the boiling canc-juice, we fi: d
from Mr. J. Terry, the overfeer punithed, -but his pus
nithment confifted only of replacing the flave and leaving
bis owner’s fervice.  In that of killing the flave by light-
ing a fire round him and putting a hot foldering iron inta

kis
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his mouth, the overfeer’s condu&, fays Mr. Giles, was

not even condemned by his mafter ; nor in any of the reft

were any means whatfoever ufed to punifh the oftenders.

In the three mentioned by Mr. Woolrich he particularly

fays, all the white people tn the ifland were acquainted with
#hefe facts.  Neither of the offenders, howevery were called
to an account, nor were they fhunned in fociety for ity or con--
JSidered as in difgrace. .

. In going over the evidence we find three or four other

inftances, not yet cited in this chapter. The firft is that

of an huckfter in Antigua, who murdered his woman

flave with circumftances of the mosl atrocious barbarity, .
‘T'his man however was tried, conviéted, and -fined.

He is reprefented by Mr. Forfter, as having been uni--
verfally blained, but he was dealt with as wufual in the
éourfe of trade.

At Grenada in the town of St. George, a mafon,.
named Chambers, killed a negro in the middle of the day, .
and Mr. Dalrymple believes in the church yard, but no-
notice was tgken of it.. :

Two flaves, fays Captain Cook, were murdered and:
thrown into the road during his refidence in Barbadoes 3
yet no legal inquiry ever took place that he heard of. .

He. was repeatedly informed by the inhabitants that"
they did not chufe to make examples of white men there,.
fearing. it might. be attended with dangerous- confe--
quences.

Going over the evidence we come at laft to an in--
ftance (and the only inflance of the kind mentioned) of 2
white man being hanged for the murder of another’s flave ;..
and’it is very remarkable, - that he fhould be reprefented -
as having been hanged more becaufe he was an obnoxsous.
man, than that the murder of a flave was confidered as a
crime : for Mr. Dalrymple ftates that the Chief Juftice -
of the Ifland (Grenada) told him, he believed if this
murderer, whofe name was Bacchus Prefton, had been a
man of good- charaéter; or had had friends or money to
have paz‘flfo'r the flave, he would not have been brought to
trial, e was of a- very. bad characler and had - been.
obliged to leave Barbadoes upan that account.. At Gre~

. - 13 ’ nada
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‘nada he had been a Bailiff’s follower, and, from his vi:our
in executing his office and bad character, he was particu-
darly obnoxious to the inhabitants of the t:-wn of §t. George.
Such appears to have been, in the experience of the dif-
ferent evidences cited, the forlorn and wretched fituation
of the flaves. They often complain, fays Dr. Jackfon,
that they are an opprefled prople ; that they fuffer in this
world, but expec? happine/s in the next ; whilft they de-
nounce the vengeance of God on the white men their op-
preffors : if you fpeak to them of future punithments they
fay, « Why fbould a poor neiro be punifbed; he does ne
svrong s fiery cauldrons, and- fuchb ings, are referved
or white people, as punifbments for the oppreffion of flaves.”
4 Ifit {hgulg be aﬂfed here, wl{‘;ther fo]x)rj:e 'xqt;w lgws have
ot lately pafled the. legiflature of fome of. the iflands
with a view of amending the fituation of the flaves, it
muft be anfwered in the affirmative. The firft is the
celebrated confolidated a& of Jamaica, and the other is
an a& of the affembly of Grepada, entitled ¢« an a& for
the better protection and promoting the increafe and po-
pulation of flaves.” Thele aéls, however, the evidence
obliges us to obferve, never vriginated in any intention te
erve the flaves, and are in reality of little or no ufe.

Captain Giles, who was in Jamaica both before and
fince the paffing of the confolidated aét, gives his evis
dznce without any diftinction of this epoch, and as if” ne

difference had happened in the treatment of the flaves.

““Mr. Cook, long refident alfo in the fame ifland, and

fince the paffing of the a&, knows of no legal proteétion
that flaves have againft injuries from their mafiers.

" Mr. Clappefon, examined exprefsly on.the fubjed,
fays that he was in Jamaica when the aflembly patfcd
the confolidated law.- He has often heard it was pafied
becaufe of the fiir in England about the flave trade. He
never heard that any regard was paid to it, flaves being
Jtill treated as before : nor did he ever hear of any profe-
cution for fuch difregard. He recollets an inftance of
difregard to it, which came under his eye. 'The owner
of an old and decrepid female flave would allow her nei-
ther viftuals nor clothing; upon which he advifed a fox}

ol
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of the woman to complain to a magiftrate, who would
perhaps order her to be taken care of, if he regarded
the law ; but he believes be was deterred from fear of pu-
ni/bment, as that owner treated his flaves very harfhly in
general.

With refpe& to the other a&, namely that pailed in
Grenada, Mor. J. Terry fays, that the opinion there upon
pafling it was, that it never would have the intended cffict.
He did not obferve it make any difference, except in the
balf days in the weck. The clergymen of the parith
wiere he refided, never performed the duty the a7 impofed
on them, and he never heard of any complaints againft
them for the non-performance of it. . .

Mr. Dalrymple ftates he was in Grenada, in 1788,

- when the a&t was pafled. The principal objection, and
* which he repeatedly heard, to its pading was, that it
might make the flaves believey -that the autherity of their
maffers was I;ﬂérml : but otherwife, many thought it
would be of /little ufe, as it was alaw made by themfelves
againft themfelvesy and to be executed by themfelves : they
obferved betides, that fuch laws were unneceflary for the
protection of negroes who were treated well; and that
others had fo many opportunities of evading the law (the
evidence of negroes not being admitted) that it would be of
no u{}. At the time of paffing the faid a&l, the propofal
in the Britifh Parliament for the abolition of the flave-
trade was a matter of general difcuffion in the ifland: -
and he believes was a principal reafon for paffing it. Mr.
Dalrymple believes it will prove ineffetual : becaufe, as
no negro cvidence is admitted, thofe who abufe them will
SPill do it with impunity ;" and people, who live on terms
of intimacy, would dillike the idea of becoming fpies and
informers againft each other.

All the faéts having beep now cited, and the obfers
vations made, which it was intended to introduce intb
this chapter, it may be concluded in the words of the
Rev. Mr. Stuart, and General Tottenham, .

* 'The former fays, he is warrantcd in declaring the ne-
groes an opprefled and much injured race, and in no
better eftimation thap labouring. cattle, .and every des

o fcription
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fcription of their treatment he has met with falls fbort of
theiy real flate. Heread Mr. Ramfay’s Effay in manu-
feript at St. Kitt’s, and comparing it on the ftot with the
treatment of the flaves, he thought it tao favsurable.

The latter ftated to the Committee, thathe thought
the flaves in Barbadoes were treated with the greate/t bar-
barity, and that he was very pofitive that the impreflion
concerning their treatment was made on his mind at the
time and on the [pot, for he repeatedly told the people of
Bridgetown, that he hoped tolive to fee the unfortunate
fituation of thefe poor wretches taken up by fome Alem-
ber of Parliament, and that, fhould fuch an event take
place, he fhould look upon it as bis duty to offer a voluntarsy.
declaration of what he knew of the matter..

CHAP. V.

. Whether the Natives of Africa,thus procured, tranfported;.
and enflaved, are not equal to the Europeans in Capacity;.
Feeling, Affectiony. and Moral Charaéter; and whether; .
if Indsviduals fhould- be found icryerior in Moral Cha+
radler, it be not owing to their Conneétion with the. lat<-
tery or tothe Trade in-Slaves..

R. WADSTROM thinks the underftandings of

the natives of Africa capable of equal improvement

with thofe of the whites,- and, as a proof, he ftates feverak

-of the manufatures, which they carry on from the Ri=
- ver Senegal to the River Sallum. . '

The natives, fays he, are particularly fkilful in manu-

faluring gold and iron. 'The art of working thgformir,
, e
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he bclieves, they derived from the Moors, but theyare
now almoft the fole artiits themfelves, having never feen
but one Moor working in that branch. They are equal
to any European gold{mith in filagree or trinket work,
and even in other articles, fuch as buckles, except in the
chafes, tongues, and anchors, which they do not manu-
falture fo well. The iron which they forge is on anvils
of a remarkable hard and heavy wood, when they cannot
get ftone for the purpofe. ,

They manufature alfo cloth and /eather with uncom-
mon neatnefs. The former they dye alfo blue, yellow,
brown, and orange. ‘The cloth is made beft at Sallum.
The latter they tan and work into fandals, and into a
variety of ufeful and ornamental articles.

Befides the above, they are fkilful in making i#digo and
foap. They make alfo g:tery ware, and prepare falt for
their own ufe from the fea water.

They make alfo canoes, but as wood of a fufficiently
clofe texture is feldom found on the fea fhore, they make
them principally in the interior parts. Here they fhaps,
but do not hollow them. When fhaped, they are dragged,
by a number of the natives for weeks together (each"
village gen crally undertaking to drag them to the next,
and receiving in return partly Earopean merchandize,
and partly fith-and falt) till they come to the fea fhore.

- “The ropes, with which they drag them, are made of a
kind of aloe, growing abundantly in the country; and
when well made by the natives, they are exceedingly
ftrong and good.

Mr. Wadftrom offered to produce, if neceffary, fpe-
‘cimens of feveral of the above manufaltures, which he
had brought with him from the coaft. )

Nearly the fame accounts are giv:n of their manufac-
tures by Dalrymple; Kiernan, and Captain Wilfon: and
Hall, Newton, Surgeon Wilfon, Sir George Young,
Falconbridge, Captain Thompfon, and Towne, (without
enumerating many of their manufactures like the former)
declare their capacities, cither to be gasd, or egual to thofe

of the Eurapeans.
‘ : With
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With refpe to their fecling and affetion one inftance
may be taken from Mr. Falconbridée. Being fent to
choofe fome flaves out of a yard at Cape Coaft Caftle,
he objected to one that was meagre, and put him afide.
Mr. ]!"alconbridge obferving a tear fteal down the man’s

cheek, which the man alfo endeavoured to conceal,
inquired of him tie reafon,—upon which he faid he was
going to be parted from his brother.

As a fecond inftance, Surgeon Wilfon fays, that at
Bonny, one of the people called Breechies, of the higher
clafs, was brought on board. He feemed to take his
fituation to heart, and became ill; but from indulgencies,
which none of the reft had, he partly recovered. When
he was convalefcent, a young woman was alfo brought
on board, who proved to be his fifter. On their firft
meeting, they ftood in filence, and looked at each other
apparently with the greateft affection ;—they rufhed into
each others arms—embraced—feparated themfelves again,
—and again embraced. Surgeon Wilfon perceived the

" tears to run down the female’s cheeks. . The man had
a return-of his former complaint, and his fifter attended’
him with the greateft care. The firft thing fhe did of 2
morning, was to come to Surgeon Wilfan, and alk how
her brother did. He at length died—on the news of this,
his fifter wept bitterly, tore her hair, and thewed other
figns of diftraCtion. They carried her fafe to South
America, and there delivered her as a flave. :

As a third inftance, that mentioned by J. Parker may
be introduced, (page 43) of the poor woman turning her
head on one fide, when obliged by the whip to drop her
dead child overboard, and weeping afterwards for many
hours.

Mr. Wadftrom is clearly convinced, that the natives
of Africa a&ually furpafs in affeGtion fuch of the Euro-
peans as he has known.

On the moral charadter of the natives, Mr. Wadftrom
fays, that they are wvery honeft and hofpitable. He has
often pafled days and nights alone with them without
the Jeaft fear, and was treated with all civility and
kindnels, .

Captain
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Captain Wilfon calls them grateful and affectionate.~
‘They treated him moft kindly, he fays, when many miles
up their country, and unproteted, vying with each other
in entertaining him, and numbers fhed tears at his de-
parture.

Captain Thompfon, in fpeaking of them, calls them

- barmlefs and innaceng. Storey, Dalrymple, Howe, Towne,
and Bowman, join in the epithets of ¢ Friendly and hs/=
pitable;” to which the latter adds,  ju/? and punctual in
their dealings;” and they are defcribed by Hall to be as
capable of virtue as the whit.s.

Such appears to be the moral charalter of the Africans
when they have but little intercourfe with the Europeans,
or the trade in flaves: but as they become conneled with
thife, it appears by the evidence, that it becom:s propor-
tionably changed. v

In proof of this, Mr. Newton obferves, that the
natives are often fricndly, and may be trufted, where not
previoully deceived by the Europeans. He has lived in
fafety among them when the only white man there. The

beft zeople be ever met with were on the river Gaboon and

at Cape Lopez.. 'Thefe had then the laft interciurfe
with Europe, and he believes no trade in flaves, for their
trade was rvary and wax, and he has heard them fpeak
in emphatick terms again/t the other. :

Dr. Trotter fays, they are fufceptible of all the focial-
wirtzes, and he has feen no bad habits, but among thofe
(one inftance excepted) who were engaged in trade with
the whites.

Lieutenant Storey fays, that they are more honeft in-
land than upon the fhore.

They are alfo defcribed by Mr. Towne to be in general
hofpitable and kind, but to differ as our own people in
charalter. Thofe, who live inland, are innocent : thofe
on the coa/? learn to be roguifh, which he af:ribes to their
sntercourfe with the Europeans.

The fame accouats are alfo given of them after their
arrival in the Weft Indies. Giles and Woo'rich obferve
their intelle&ts ¢ be good, and Harrifon, Jackfon, Duncan,
Sctuart, Cook, the Dean of Midslcham, and Rees, #o bal

: : : , © o equi
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egual to thofe of the Europeans. The fame equality te
the whites is mentioned by Harrifon, Cook, Duncan,
and Davies, to hold good with refpeQ to their difpofitions
alfo. Generofity, fidelity, and gratityde, are allowed them
by Stuart. T'hele virtues Dr. Jackfon enumerates, and
adds, charity to all in difirefs, and a ftrong attachment. on
the part of the parents to their children. Baillie infifts on
the jame, of which he gives fome inftances, and Wool-
rich, after ftating that he knows of mo exception to their
poflefiing the focial affeciions as firongly as the whites, fays,
that he never knew an African, who could exprefs him-
&lf, but allowed of a Supreme Being.

To this account may be added the words of Captain
Smith, who fays, he always confidered them as a keen,
fenfible, well-difpofed people, 1wkerz their hatits were not
vitiated by cruel ufage on the part of the Europeans.

!

A}
N

'--—--—--———-.-
CHAUP VI

Whether the Natives of Africa have not many and ya-

luable Produtions in their own Country, in which they.

could offer a Trade to the Eurcpeans in the Place of
the Trads in Slaves. .

g

MONG the produions of Africa, mentioned by

the different evidences, may be reckoned rmi/let of
various forts, pulfe, Indian corn, and rice.t Of the laft
of thefe articles it appears to have been proved often by
experiment, that it is much beartier and better than the
Carclina, :

1 The African rice has a red hufk, but is beautifully” white when the
hufk is taken of. - .

In

’
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1n the next clafs may be reckoned cotton, indize, tol accs,
and the fugar canc. Dalrymple fays of the cotton, that it
is efteemed far fuperior to that from the Wefi Indi.s. He
fays the fame of the fugar cane, and as to the indigo, it
is confidered to be egual to that from Guatimala.

In the next clafs may be mentioned black pepper, the
fame as from the Eaft Indies, dong fpepper, Malaguetta,
or grains of paradife, red pepper of various forts, but
particularly the cayenne, a {pecies of ginger, cardamoms,
wild nutmezs, and cinnamon.  Mr. How fays of the cin-
namon, .that one fort of it is not inferior to that imported
Sfrom the Baft Indies, Some of the former brought to
England fetched a better price than the latter. He has
feen the real cinnamon both at Bombay and Cambay,
brought there as prefents from Ceylon, and fays, that the
bark, leaves, and whole ftruture of the tree are alike in
Afvica and the Eafl Indies. He has no doubt whatever
but that * fpices in general might be cultivated witn
great fuccefs in the African foil and climate.

In the fourth clafs it may be mentioned that there are .
gums of various kinds, but particularly the gum copal-
A[ifetidaallos to be found in Africa, and Mr. Wadftrom
aflerts, that the celebrated Dr. Spaarman, his fellow-
traveller, among nearly three thoufand plants, which he
colle&ted there for the Cabinet of Natural Hiftory of the
Royal Academy at Stockholm, found a great part, if nct
the whole, of the Materia Medica, as well as drugs for
various manufaéturing u/es. )

In the fifth clafs may be included woods and roots.
Among thefe are mentioned iron, wood, bar-woed, cam=~
wood, and ¢hony : alfo various woods, roots, and vegeta-
bles for dying : the root of a pMnt called Fooden, dyes
fearlet, and the ftalks of it a beautiful yellow. There
are alfo orange and brown dyes produced from vegetable
productions, which grow in fuch abundance, fays Mr.
Wadftrom, in the dominions of Damél, that his whole
army is drefled in cloth that is dyed from thefe. - The

# Captain Thompfon only Leard of the wild nutmegs being there,
whereas the othur asticles have both been teen and colle®cd.

+ K {zme
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£ame’ gentleman mentions alfo a kind .of bean, in his
poflefiion, which is alfo ufed in dying, and carried on
.camels for this purpofe, in quantities, to Morocco. There
are alfo timber trees. Of the latter a fpecies of the
- Ticktonia grandis is found in plenty all over the Gold
Coaft. This wood is confidered as the beft in the world '
for fhip building, the worm neither touching, nor the iron ,
«corroding it.  Sir George Young fays, in addition to _
his, that he has found a great deal of fine timber fit for
thip-building on other parts of the coaft, and he once ’
daw a veffel a&ually built of the woods of Sierra Leone.
Befides thefe, it is aflerted by feveral of the evidences,
that there are beautiful woods for cabinet work, and
Mr. How ftates, that there are many parts of Africa,
‘where the foil is the fame as that in the Province of
Guzzerat in the Eaft Indies, where he found the real
fandal-wood. - ‘ ‘

To the produétions above may be added, in a fixth
clafs, wax, honey, palm-oil, ivory, and gold; and in a
feventh, plantanes, yams, fweet potatoes, eddoes, caflada,
«ocoa nuts, bananas, pine apples, oranges, limes, wild grapes,

.and all other tropical produions.

R
C H AP VI

e*her the Natives of Africa bave not a fufficeint fpirit
%ﬁammeﬂg, as we[lfafft.z Jufficient Par't[{'on 9 Inﬁ;ﬁry
among them, to embark in a new Trade in the Produc-
Zions of their own Country 5 but whether the Slave-trade
e not an infuperable Impediment thereto.,
—————
R AR. WADSTROM obferves of the natives of .
Africa, that they have an extraordinary gemius =
‘for commerce, and that their induftry is in all regards pro~
portionate to their demands, .
. Confift«
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i Confiftently with this idea, we find fome of them nbe
¢~ - enly cultivating fulficient provifions for themfelves, buc:
¢ . an overplus for certain towns (Kiernan, Wadftrom,.
— Wilfon, and Howe); others cultivating corn and rice
5@'0:‘ the thipping that come among them, (Kiernan,
». & Falconbridge, Dove, Bowman, Wadftrom, Hall, New-
n ‘ggton); others bringing large bundles of rice on their

-Jheads of forty or fifty pounds weight from- the inland:
. country to the fea thore, and then travelling back loaded:
with European s, (Hall, Storey, Bowman); others-
going in armed bodies even a month’s journey inland
: with various articles for trade, (Storey) ; others wooding
™ and watering the fhips, (F alconbridge); and others hiring
; " themfelves out to the Europeans to work at a low price’

.z both in boats and on the fhore, (Newton, Sir George
;—? Young, and Thompfon.) .
' In fhort, fays Hall, they were never indolent whem
/ they could work to advantage: They were willing to do
14 any thing,. fays Morley,. for which they bad a profpeét j
i being paid. "They were always induftrious, fays Dal-
s  rymple, where there was a demand. Bowman believes:
they would have put more land into cultivation than
they did when he was there, had a greater fupply of rice
been wanted by the fhipping—they tolds him that they
fhould like to trade more in’ their own produce; and-
Falconbridge is fo fure, that, if properly encourageds.
" they  would make any change the Europeans pleafed,.
that he _is bimfelf going again to Africa to make the ex--
periment. - :
Mr. Kiernan fpeaks in the famé terms. They culti-

d L .

" vats, fays he, cotton, indigo, and tsbaccs, but this they do-
. for themfelves only 5 for though they are never backward
i when encouraged, yet the Europeans have encouraged

them only to raife provifions, and never the other articles.:

It is evident then, from the above accounts, that the

< ant of encouragement is at leaft one reafon why the na-
tives of Africa do not eftablifh a trade in the productions

of their own country, as enumerated in the laft chapter,
Now this want of encouragement we trace from Wad-
Syom finally to proceed from the trade in flaves, for fuch
K.2 conftant

. g
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conftant encouragement he obferves is given by the mer-

chants to the flave trade, and the minds of the natives

are in confequence fo wholly occupied in it, that little or
no encouragement remains for the other.

Sir George Young, and Licutenant Storey, both
come to the fame conclufion; and Lieutenant Simpfon
avers, that on repeatedly afking the black traders what
they would do if the flave trade were abolifbed, he was
repeatedly anfwered that they would foon find out another
trade. . .

Mr. Wadftrom alfo mentions the flave trade as an
impediment to a trade in the natural produltions of the
country, not only becaufe it diminithes the enceurage-
ment of the latter, as juft explained, but becaufe it fub-
je€ls the natives, who might be willing to follow it, to
be made flaves, for, as he obferves, they never, dare go
out into the fields unlefs well armed.

Mr. Wadftrom is fupported in this fecond eircum-
ftance as a caufe by Captain Wilfon, who, in giving a
reafon why the flave trade obftruéls the civilization and
commerce of the natives, fays, they will not for a tem-

_ porary gratification rifque the being kidnapped, and
carried into perpetual flavery, . -

That the flave trade then, either by diminifhing the
proper encouragement to the natives, or endangering
their perfons, or by doing both, is the real caufe why
they do not or cannot exert their induftry in cultivating
the various articles, which their country has been proved
to produce, can be afcertained from fa&ts ; for Mr. Dal-
‘rymple has remarked, that in thofe parts of the coaft
where there is /ittle or no trade for flaves, they are a&ually
more indufirious than in thofe places where the rrade 15
carried onm.

Captain Hall fays alfo, that he found cultivation in Zy
far the highefi flate at the ifland of Fernandipo, fo that

* the yams, which were the principal produce there, were
‘made to run up like vines upon fticks. But here he
‘obferves, firft, that the natives had great encouragement,
for all the fhips from Calabar, Del Rey, and the Came-
Toons, fent their boats there for thefe articles, as to the

: 1 gular
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regular market, and, fecondly, that they had no trade in:
AUVeS.

M. Falconbridge alfo has occafion to obferve, that at
Bonny, the moft confiderable place for flaves, there was
a time in the late war when the flave trade was fo inter=-
rupted, as #o ceafe to be carried on; and that on his afking:
the black traders what they had done during this interval,.
they anfwered they had been obliged to cultivate the earth

- for their l{hppart. o

Mr. How adds, that he has been almoft upon every:
fettlement that belongs to-the Englifh on the coaft of
Africa, and that he found the culture always in @ higher
dz7ree,. where there was but little of the flave trade, and

- ju? the reverfe where the flave trade was carried on more:
at large.. '

3

C‘ H A P0~ VIII.‘ -

iWbether the Slave Tradr be not a Grave for the Seamen
employed in it—and whether a Trade in the Naturad:
Productions:of /#'ri(q would be tbz_ Jame.

HE ftatements, made by the different evidences, of

. the lofs of fearcen while on board their refpective
fhips, unqueftionably prove the flave-trade to be the:
grave of our marine : but as an-account has been fince-
made for the Houfe of Commons exprefsly upon . this
point, taking all the flave-fliips promiifcuoufly from the
ports of Liverpool and Briftol for a number of years
back, and made up from the mufter-rolls of each fhipy.
it will be more proper to quote from fo general and.
. ‘K3 extenfive
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rextenfive an account, than from the teftimony of a few,
sven the beft informed, individuals.

ABsTRACT of fuch of the Mufter-rolls of Liverpool
and Briftol Slave Ships as were returned into the
Cuftom-Houfes there, from September; 1784, vo:

January 5th, 1790. -

" |No. of} Original |Diedof| Br.ught 7
PERIODS. N ffels} Crews  |priginall Home of
Gl'tw.f Ol'igx'nai
Creaus

From 1784 to 1785,;— 74| 2915 615 1279°
From 1785 to 1786, —— 62| 2163l 436| o044
From 1786 to 1787, ——} ~66} 136 | 433. 1073
From 1787 to 1788, —| 68| 2422) 623 1114
From 1788 to Jan. 5, 1790, 8 2627| 536 1350'. )

Total 350(12,263 12643 5760°

It appears firft then, that if we look at the feamen:
- while employed on board their refpeive fhips, and judge
of them from the above accounts, we fhal fee the de-
ftructive nature of the flave trade, for it appears that in'
350 veflels 12,263 feamen were employed, out of whom
2643 were loft, that is to fay, that more than a hifth of
the whole number employed, or more than feven in every
fingle voyage, perithed. : : .
1f -again we look at fuch of them as are difcharged or
defert in the Weft Indies, where the mufter-rolls ceafe
to take an account of them, (for {o fyftematical does the
management of the trade appear by the'fecond and fourth
columns, that nearly one-half of thofe who go out with the

Pips
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Bips are conflantly ® left bebind) and judge of them by
what the different eviderrces have to fay of them there,
we fhall fee great reafon te apprehend another very fevere
Yofs befides that alveady flated to happen among them while-
on board their refpeive fhips.

To- thew this in the moft unqueftionable manner,

_ we may begin with Captain Hall, (of the merchants fer-
vice.) Zi'he crewsof the African thips, {iys he, when they
arrive in the Weft Indies, are generally,. (be docs not
know a fingle inflance to the contrary)in a dﬁd—ly debilitated
flatey and' the feamen,. who are difcharged or defert from
thofe thips in the Weft Indies,. are the moff miferable
6bjeéts he ever met with in"any country in his life. He
has frequently fcen them with. their toes rotted off; their-
legs fwelled to the fize of their thighs, and in an ulcerated
fate all over. He has fecn them on the different
wharfs in the iflands of Antigua, Barbadoes, and Jamaica,.
particularly at the two'laft iflands. He has alfo feen
them lying under the cranes and balconies of the houfes
near the water-fide in Barbadoes and. Jamaica expiring,.

. and fome gquite dead. He met with an inftance aft July
(1789) of @ dead feaman lying on. one of the wharfs in
Bridge town, Barbadoes; who: had ‘been landed out of an
African fbip. -

To confirm the afertion of Captain Hall, of the mer~-
ehants fervice, that the'crews of Guinca-men generall
arrive at their deftined ports of fale in a fic/ly, debilitated

Slatey we may appeal to Captain Hall, of the navy, who
afferts, that in taking men (while in the Weft Indies)
out of merchant thips for the king’s fervice, he has, in
taking a part of the crew of a Guinea thip, whofe number
then confifted of feventy, been able to fele€t but thirty,
who could have been thought capable of ferving on board
any fhips of war, and when thofe thirty were furveyed
by order of the admiral, he was reprimanded for bringing
fuch men into the fervice, who were more likely to breed
diftempers.than to be of any ufe, and this at a time when

*® Some of thefe are again taken up by other Guinea-men, but very
few. When a veflel has once fold her flaves, the requires but few feamen
to bring hei home. :

feamen
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feamen were fo much wanted, that almaft any thing would
bave been taken. He adds alfo that this was not a fingular
inftance, but that it was generally the cafe; for he had’
many opportunities betwéen the years 1769 and 1773 of
feeing th: great dﬂi;ﬂe: of crews of Guinea fhips, when:
they arrived in the et Indies.

We may appeal alfo to Captain Smith, of the navy,
who aflerts that though he may have boarded near twenty
of thefe .veflcls in the Weft Indies, for the purpole of
imprefling men, he was never able to get more than two-
men. The principal reafon was the fear of infefliony.
baving feen many of them in a very difordered and ulce~
rated flate. ' »

The affertion alfo of Captain Hall, of the merchants-
fervice, relative to their fituation after their arrival at
their deftined ports of fale, is confirmed by the reft of
the evidences in the minuteft manner; for the feamen"
belonging to the flave-veflels are there defcribed, as lying
about the wharfs and cranes, or wandering about the-
fireets or iflands * full of fores and ulcers, by Jeffreys,.
Dalrymple, Ellifon, Morley, Davifon, Baillie, Towne,
Bowman, H. Rofs, Douglas, Simpfon, Thompfon, and'
~ Forfter. The epithets allo of fickly, emaciated, abjeft;
deplorable objects, are applied to them. They are men—
tioned again to be deffitute and farving, and without the
means of fupport; no merchantmen takiog them in, be--
saufe they are unable to wort, and men of war refufing.
them for fear of infection. Manyof them are alfo defcribed:
to be lying about in adying ffate ; and others have been.
actually found dead, and the bodies of others have been.
feen car?'ing by the negroes to be interred. .-

As a farther proof, and that an undeniable one, that'
the above defcription of perfons is notorious in the iflands,
it appears by the evidence, that they are marked by a
peculiar and cant-name, according to the fort of place
which they ufually haunt. When they are feen lying
about the cranes and wharfs, they are termed wharfingers,

? It is afferted by the evidences, that they never faw any other than
-Guinea feamen in that flatc in the Weft Indjes,

whea
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when on the beach, and where there are no wharfs,
Beach- Horners, and they are known by the appellation
of Scowbankers at Dominique. :

Tt may be remarked here, that this difeafed and forlorn
ftate of the feamen is fo infeparable from the flave trade,
that the different evidences have not only witnefled it at
- Jamaica, Antigua, and Barbadoes, (the places mentioned
by Captain Hall) but wherever they have feen Guinea-
men arrive, namely at St. Vincents, Grenada, Domini-
que, and in North America alfo.*

Having now traced the bad effells of the flave trade as
vifible among the feamen, while.employed in it, and
‘among thofe alfo who leave it at the port of delivery, it
may be proper to add, that they are perceptible among
many of them, even after their return to their native
country : for Mr. Falconbridge fays, that he was a pupil

“in the Briftol infirmary for twelve months, and that
‘the greateft part of the difeafed feamen there, in that
“time, were feamen who had belonged 1o the.flave veffels;.
and though thefe generally went out of the infirmary
better than when they came in, yet their health appeared
vo be {o far deftroyed as never to be able to be perfeitly
reftored. . ' : , :

As to the queftion, whether the trade in the natural
productions of Africa would be equally deftructive to the
feamen employed in it as the trade in flaves, there cannot,
in the nature of things, be that fort of pofitive evidence as
in the former cafe. There are, however, three fpecies of
prefumption, from whence fome conclufion may be drawn.
- The firft is the following. Captain Thompfon, when.
on the Coaft of Africa, lay for feveral weeks near a.
veflel, which traded in wood; ivory, and gum, (which is.
a cafe in point) and he had.the beft acconnts from his
officers.of the healthinefs and good order of this fhip,

* The reafons why fuch immenfe numbers are left behind in the weft
Indies, as are found in this deplorable ftate, aré the following.. The fea=
men leave their thips from ill.ufage, fays Ellifon. 1t.is: ufual: for cap-
tains, fays C_lap{ve(on,aﬂd Young,- to treat them ill, that they may de-
fertand forfeit their wages. Threeothers ftate,. they are left behind pur~
pofely by theirCaptains ; and Mr. H. Rofs adds, in thefe emphatical
words: ¢ that it was no uncommon thing for the captains to fend on

fhore, a few hours betore they fail, their.lame,.emaciated; and fick fea-
men,, leaving them to periih,?” . .
This,.
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‘This, however, is the only veflel of the kind, which any
of the evidences have feen.

A fecond fpecies of preéfumption is to be entertained
from the opinion of thofe, who have vifited the Coaft ot
‘Africa. The fame Capt. Thompfon fays, that he does
not think a-trade in the natural produttions of Africa
would be fo detrimental to the health of the feamen as-
the flave trade, for they would not be liable to fo much:
unpleafant and hard work, or fuch expofure to dews and:
s#weather. Mr. Newton afferts alfo that fuch a trade
might be carried on without much expofure to weather
and ill treatment, the * natural attendants of the flave
trade: and Sir George Young is of opinion, that a
trade in the natural produétions of Africa would niot be-

. attended with more inconvenience to thehealthof the fea—
men employed in it than theprelent + Weft India trade.

The third fpecies contifts in certain veflels going ta-
the fame coaft, viz. men of war, which do not expe~

_rience the fame degree of lofs. .

Captain Scott, of the Merlin, which carried 100
men, loft eight, of whom only four died of the diforders
of the country. . o '

Sir George Young, in the thip he commanded, which.
had 100 men,. loft two, who wer¢, fick when. they left:
Enéland, and a boy by accident.

apt. Thompfon, of the Nautilus, out of 100 buried.:
‘one, who died by his own neglect. ‘

Captain Hills, of the Zephyr, out of go buried none..

And Captian Wilfon, of the Race-Horfe, out of 100,.
did not lofe a man. Thus, out of 4g0. in the fhips of
war, only twelve were buried ..

® It is evident, that Infurre@ions and contagious diforders from the
flaves muft be natural’caufes of mortality to feamén in flave fhips, which
could not exift in fhips in the other tr'a&.

4 It was formerly urged by the enemies of the abolition, that the
Weft India trade was as deftrudtive to feamen as the Slave trade, but by
an agcount made up for the Houfe of Commons, from the Mufter-Rolfs
of Wett lndiamen, it appears, that out of 462 veflels, carrying 7649
feamgen, only 118 were loft, or about one in 65

1 1t muft be remarked, that when Captain Scott loft eight out of 100, .
it was in the year 1769, fince which great improvements have been made -

for the health of the feamen; and the Editor knows, that the men of
war, now going to Africa, fcldom bofc a man,
CHAP..
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C H AP IX

Whether the Seamen employed in the Slave-Trade be mot
barbaroufly ufed in general, and whether Juch barbarous
ufage be not peculiar to, or [pring out of the very nature
ofs this Trade.

-

N\HAT the feamen employed in the flave trade are

I . worfe fed, both in point of quantity and quality of

provifions, than the feamen in other trades, is allowed

by moft of the evidences, and that tiey have /little or no

Joelter night or day from the inclemency of the weather,

during the whele of the Middle Paffage, is acknowledged
by them all,

With refpe to their perfonal ill ufage, the following -

extrats may fuffice.
Mr. Morley afferts that the feamen in all the Guinea-
men he failed in, except one, were generally treated with

‘great rigour, and many with cruelty. He recolle@s

many in; es: Matthews, the chief mate of the Venus,
‘Captain Forbes, would knock a man down for any fri-
volous thing, with a cat, a piece of wood, or a'cook’s
axe, with which he once cut a man down the thoulder,

by throwing it at him in a pafion. Captain Dixon

likewife, in the Amelia, tied up the men, and gave them
four or five dozen lathes at a time, and then, rubbing
them with pickles, made ufe ofcertain vulgar expreffions.
Mr. Morley alfo himfelf, when he was Dixon’s cabin.

boy, for accidentally breaking a glafs, was tied to the -

tiller
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tiller by the hands, Zlogged with a cat, and kept hanging
for fome time. . L
Mr. Morley has feén the feamen lie and die upon deck. ‘
They are generally, he fays, treated ill when fick. He
has known men afk to have their wounds or ulcers
" drefled ; and has heard the do@or, with oaths, tell them
to take-their own dung and-drefs them. .
+ Mr: Ellifon alfo, in defcribing the treatment in the
Briton, fays, there was a boy on board, whom Wilfon,
the chief mate, was always beating. One morning, in
the paffage out, he had not got the tea-kettle boiled in
- _time for his breakfaft, upon which, when it was brought,
Wilfon told him he would feverely flog him after break-
faft. The boy, for fear of this, went into the lee fore
chains. 'When Wilfon came from the cabin, and called
for Paddy, (the name he went by, being an Irith boy) he
would not come, but remained in the fore chains; on
which Wilfon going forward, and attempting to haul
him in, the hoy jumped overboard, and was drowned.’

- Another time, on the Middle Paflage, the fame Wilfon
ordered one James Allifon, (a man he had been conti-
nually beating for trifles) to go into the women’s room
to fcrape it. Allifon faid he was not able, for he was

- very unwell ;' upon.which Wilfon obliged him to go
down. Obferving, however, that the man did not
work, he afked him the reafon, and was an{wered as
before, ¢ that he was not able.”” Upon this, Wilfon
-threw a handfpike at him, which ftruck him on the
breaft, and he dropped down to appearance dead. —
Allifon recovered afterwards a little, but died the next
day. ‘ , ‘ ' :

yMr. Ellifon relates other inftances of ill ufage on
board his own fhip, and with refpe& to inftances in

‘others, hefays, that in all flave fbips they are moft com-
monly beaten and knocked about for nothing. He re-
colleé&ts that on board the Phcenix, a Briftol thip, while
lying on the coaft, the boatfwain and-five of the crew
made their efcape in the yawl, but were taken up by the -
natives. When Captain Bifhop heard it, he ordered
them to be kept on fhore at Forje, a {mall town at th!e:

o - mout
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mouth of Calabar River, chainéd by the necks, legs,
‘and hands, and to have each a plantain a day only. The
‘boatfwain, whofe name was Tom Jones, and an old
_ fhipmate of his, and a. very: good feaman, dsed raving
mad in his chains there. ‘The other five died in theet
chains .alfe. SO SO ST
: Mr. Towne, in ﬁg:king of the treatment on board
the Peggy, Captain Davifon, fays, that their chefts were
brought upon deck, and ftaved and burnt, and themielves
turned. out from lying below ; and if.any.murmurs were
heard among them,.they were inhumanly: beaten with
any thing that came in the way,. or:flogged, both legs
put in irons, and chained abaft to.the pumps, and there
madé to work points ‘and gafkets,-daring the Captain’s
pleafure ; and very often beat juft as.the Captain thought
proper. He himfelf has often feen the Captajn -ss. .he
thas walked by, kick them repeitedly, and if they have
Aaid any thing that he might deem ey ke has im-’
mediately aﬁtd for a ftick to beat them wish ; they, at
the fame time, baving both’ legs in iroms, am:iron collar
about their necks, and a.chain; and when oms:the Coaft
of Guinea, if not releafed before theiriarrival there from
their confinement, they were. put into the boats, and
.made te row backwards: and forwards, -either with.the
:Captain from fhip to fhip, or on any.ether .duty, ftill
both legs in irons, an iran collar abeut their. necks,. with
. .a chain locked to the baat, and taken out when ho other
.duty was required of them at night, and. locked faft
-upon the open deck, expofed. to the heat'y rains and
dews, without any thing to lie upon, or any.thing to
-cover them. : This was a praltice on board the Peggy. -
" He fays. alfo, that fimilar treatment pyevailed on board
‘the Sally, another of the thips in which he failed..~One
-of the feanen had both legs.in irons; and a collar :about
his neck, and was chained to the boat far three months,
-and very often moft inhumanly beaten’ for:zpmplajning
-of his-fituation, both by the captaie¢ andsdther officers.
. At laft he'became fo weaky that he could mot.{it upon
- the thwart’ or feat. of the boat "to row; or.do'any thing
¢lfe, Thep them put. him Eutoédwboay;d:{m
L + ' him
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ln pick . oakum on. board: the fhip, with osly three
pounds-of bread a week, and.half 2 pound of falt beef
per day.. . He remained in :that fituation, with bath hie
tegs in irons, but the latter part. of the time without a
«collar. . ‘One_exening he.came aft, during the Middle
Paflage, to beg fomething to eat, or he thould die. - "Fhe
Captainr on this inhumanly beat him, apd ufed a great
nwmber:of reproaches, aid - ordered him to go forward,
and dis and .be domined. "The man died in the night.
“Fhe ill: creatment on beard the Sally was general. :
5.. As another; particular imftance, a.landman, one Edw.
Hilton, was.in the.bogt watering, and complained of his
deing long in:the .boat without meat or drink. The
boatfwain, being - the officer, beat him with the boat’s
tillery having nething elfe, and cut his head in feveral
plaessy o that when he came on board. he was all over
$leod. ; Mr. Eewne atked him the reafon of it. *~ Hilton
hegan to selkhimybut before he could properly tell the
ftory,. the dnawe.came:farward, -(by order of the.captain)
the ean.angsbe: haatfwain, and all of .them together
feli to hensing:bim with their canes. . The furgeon fruck
Aim. on- dhe {rde of :his eye, fo that it afterwards morti-
died, . and was loft. | He imovediately had both his 1
-put. in:inans,.aftec._he had been fo beat, that he cou
snat frand. . The mext mornisg he was put into the boat
woix; the -famrecduty.as before, fiill . remaining with both
-legs iniiromsy and locked with.a chain to the boat, until
fuch time.as;he became {0 weak, that he was not able to
remain any longer there. He was then put.on board the
fhip, and.laid forwards, ftill in irons, very ill. His
.allowance was immediately ftopped, as it was the fur-
wgeon’s opinion: it was. the:-only method of curing any one
-of kheta 'whe complained uz illnes. He remained in'
“thabs fituation, after, being taken out of tke boat, for fome
weeks: after., ‘During this time, Mr. Towne was obliged
Lomo sa. Juwk River, and on his return he inquired for
.Hilton, and was. told that he was ?'ing before the fore-
1 mgft, abwoft dead. ‘He went and fpoke to him, but
»Hilton fechmed infonfible. The fame day Mr. Towne
<tocaived: his.oeders. to.go.a fecond . time in she-fhal :i
eod - [
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Junk River. ‘After he had: gotten: uniier wibigh; the
commander of the fhallop-was-ordered to bring fo; and
take Hilton in, and lave him on fiore any whers. He
lived that evening and night dut, and -died-caly the

next morning, and ‘was thrown owerboard' off
Mezzurade. - ' ce

Cape

Mr: Falconbridge, being called upon alfo to fpeak to-
the ill u‘age of feamen, fays that on: board the Adexandéry.
Capt. M'.‘Ta%gart', he-has feen' them tied up-and flogied:

with_the cat

requently. He remembers alfo an-inftance

of arr old man, who was boatfwain of the Alexandery
having one night fome werds with the mate, when the

boatfwain was feverely beaten, and’ had one or two

of his"

teeth knocked out. 'The boatfwain faid he would jump

everboard ; upon which he was tied to the rail

of the-

quarter-deck, and a pump-bolt put inte his mouth: by

way of gagging him. He was thefr umtied, put

undér-

¢he half-deck, and a centinel put over him all night—in
the morning he was.releafed. Mr. Falconbridge always'
confidered him as'a quiet, inoffenfive an. I the-
fame voyage a black boy was beaten every day, and.one
day,. after he was fo beaten, he jumped through one of
the gun-ports of the cabin into the river. A canoe was
lying along-fide, which dropped aftern, and picked hiny
up. Mr. Falkonbridge gave him one of his own: fhirts te-

‘put ony and afked him if he did not expeét to be de-

voured by the fharks. The boy faid he did, and that it
would be much better for him to be killed at once, than -

to be daily treated -with fo much cruelty.

- Mr. Falconbridge remembers alfo, on board the fame

fhip, that the black cook ome day broke a plate.,
this he had a fifh-gig darted at him,  which

. Fer

would

certainly have deftroyed him if he .had not ftooped or
dropped down. ‘At another time alfo, the carpenter’s
mate had let his pitch-pot catch fire.. He and the cook
were accordingly both-tied up, ftripped, and flogged, Bat
the cook with the greateft feverity. After that the cook
had falt water and cayenne pepper rabbed upon his back.

L2

‘A man alfo came on board at Benny, belonging toa-
Batle thip,,(Mr, Falconbridge believes the captain’s name

waé
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was Dodfon, of Liverpool) which had been everfet .at
New Calabar. - This man, when he came on board, was
n a convalefcent ftate. He was feverely beaten one

night, but for what caufe Mr. Falconbridge knows not s

wpon which. he came and .applied .to Mr. Falconbridge
for fomething to rub his back with. Mr. Falconbridge
was told by the captain not to give him any thing, and
the man was defired to go forward.. He went accord--
inFl_y;:‘fand lay under the forecaftle. - Mr. Falconbridge
vifited. him very often, at which times he complained of
kis bruifes. After this, he had a.return of his flux, and
died in about three weeks from the timé he was beaten.
‘The laft words he ever fpoke to Mr. Falconbridge were’
{after fhedding tears) ¢ [ eannot punifh him,” (meaning
the captain) “ but God will.”” - Thefe are the moft re-

markable inftances which Mr. Falconbridge recolleéts.

- Hé fays, however, that the il treatment was fo general,
shat only three in this fhip efcaped being beaten out of
fifty perfons. ... * - ) :

To thefe inftances, which fell under the eyes of the.
evidences now.cited, we may add the -obfervations of a
gentleman, who, though never in the flave-trade, had
yet great opportunities of obtaining information upon
this fubje®. Sir George Young remarks, that thofe.
feamen, whom. he faw in the flave-trade, while on the
eoaft in a man of war, complained of their ill treatment,
bad feeding, and cruel ufage. They a/ of them wanted

- o enter on board his fhip. It was likewife the cuftom

for the feamen of every fhip he faw at a diftance, ta -
eome on board him with their boats ; moft of them guite -

naked, and threatening to turn pirates, if he did not take

them. This they told him openly. He is perfuaded, if

he had givea them encouragemeént, and had had a thip
of the line to have manned, he could have done it in a
very {hort time, for.they would all have left their fhips.
He has alfo received feveral feamen on board his fhip
from the woods, where they-had no fubfiftence, but te

which they had fled for refuge from their refpetive

veflels. .
: R  That

-

!
i
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* That the above are not the only inftaneesof barbari
contained in the evidence, and that this barbarous ufage
_ 6 peculiar to, or fpringing out of the very naturg of the

trade in flaves, may be infifted on from the following

accopnts ; . ‘ Ce

Captain Hall, (of the merchants fervice) behiebes the
feamean are in general treated with great barbarity in th
flave-fhips, and he dees not know of their being cﬁ
treaged in any other /wiw T T
. Captain Thompfon concludes, from the many come
phaints he received from feamen, while of the coaft,-that
they are far from:being well treated on board the fave.

JBips. - One Bowden fwam. from the Fither, of Liverpooly
Gaptaisr Kéndal, to the Nautilus, amidft 2 number of
fBarks, to.clim his proteCtion. Kendal wrote for the
pean, who_refufed tp return, Qying his life would be
. endangered. He therefore kept him in the Nautilus £l
the was paid off, and found him a- diligent, willing,
afkive feaman.. Several of the crew, he thinks, of the -

Brothers, of Liverpool, Captain-Clark,.fwam towards

the Nautilus, when paffing by.. T'wo only reached her, .

The reft; he believes, regained their own fhip.’ The

mmajority of the crew had the- day before come on boaid .

the Nautilug in-a boat'to complain of ill ufage, but he

bad returned them with-an officer to iaquire into and:
redrefs their-complaints. . He received many letters from
feamen in flave-thips, complaining of -ill ufage, and de--
firing him to prete&t them, or take them on board, Heis:
inclined to think, that fbips trading.in the produce of Afvica,
are not fo ill-ujed as thofe in the fluve-fbips. Several of his-

-ewn officers gave him, the beft accounts of the treatment -
in the /7is, a veflel trading for woad, gums, and ivery, near
which the Nautilus-lay for fome weeks.

Licutenant Simpfon fays, that orf his firft voyage; when .
lying at:-FortsAppolonia, the Ely Guineaman was in the -
roads: O the return of the Adventure’s boat from the -
fort, they were hailed by fome:feamen belonginhg to the -
Fly, requefting that they might be taken from o board !
the Guincaman, and put on bogrd the man of> war, for -
shat.. their tseatment-was fuch as to makeé their lives

L 3: miferable, .
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- miferable. The boat, by the dire®ion of Capt. Parry,
was fefit to the Fly, and one or two men were brought
on board him. 1In his fecond voyage, he recolle&s, that
on firft feeing the Albion Guineaman, fhe carried a prefs
of fail, feemingly to avoid them, but finding it imprac-
ticable, the fpoke them ; the day after which the Captain
of the Albion brought a feaman on board the Adventure,
‘whom he withed to be left there, complaining that he
was a very riotous and diforderly man., - 'The man, on
the contrary, proved very peaceable and well-behaved,
nor was there one fingle inftance of his condu®, fromm
which he could fuppofe he merited the charaler given
him. * He feemed to rejoice at quitting the Albion, and
informed Mr. Simpfon, that he was cruelly beaten both .
by the captain and furgson; that he was half flarved ;
and that the furgeon neglected the'fick feamen, allegi
that he was only paid for attending the flaves. H:gn‘.llg
informed Mr. Simpfon, that their allowance of provifions
was increafed, and their treatment fomewhat better when
% man of war was on the coaft. He recollects another
inftance of a feaman, with a leg thockingly ulcerated,
requefting a paflage in the Adventure' to England
alleging that he was left behind from a Guineaman. He
alleged various inftances of ill treatment he had received,

" and confirmed the failor of the Albion’s account, that theis

" 4llowance of provifions was increafed, and treatment
better, when a man of war was on the coaft. During
Mr. Simpfon’s ftay at C. Coaft Caftle, the Adventure’s
boat was fent to Arinamaboe to the Spy Guineaman ; on
her return, three men were concealed -under her fails,
who had left the flave-thip—they complained their treat-
ment ' was’ fo bad, that their lives were miferable on
board—beaten and half flarved.-—There -were' various
other inftances which efcape his memory. Mr. Simpfon
fays; however, that he has never heard any complaints
Jrom Weft Indiamen, or other merchant fhips ; —on the
contrary, they withed to avoid @ man of war ; whereas,
if the captain of the Adventure had liftened to-all the
complaints mhade to bim from failors -of flave-fhips, and

A [ . o, . 'v"‘“movd
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reﬂzved them, he muft bave greatly diftreffed the African
}I'ﬂ (3 ) B . . . : c .

‘Captain Hall, of the navy, fpeaking on the fame fub-
je&, aflerts, that as to peculiar moges of punithment
adopted in Guineamen, he once faw 2 man chained by
the neck in the main top of a flave-thip, when paffing
under the ftern of his Majefty’s thip Crefcent, in King-
fton-Bay, St. Vincent’s; and was told by part of the
crew, taken out. of the.thip, at their own requef?, that

- the man had been there one hundred and twenty days. He

fays he has great reafon to believe, that in 7o trade are

* feamen fo badly treated as in the flave-trade, from their

ahoays flying to men of war for redrefs, and whenever
come within reach; whereas men from Weft Indian
or other trades [eldom apply to a foip of war.*

The laft evidence, whom perhaps it will appear ne-
eeflary to cite on this occafion, is the Rev. Mr. Newton.
‘This gentleman agrees in the t ill ufage of the feamen
alluded to, and believes that the flave-trade itfelf is a
great caufe of it, for he thinks that the real or fuppofed
meceflity of treating the negroes with ::50_“!’, gradually

ers moft of thofe

who are engaged in 1t too indifferent to the fuffsrings of their
ellow-creatures; and he fuppofes there 18 no trade in
‘which feamen are treated with fo little humanity as in

- # The circomftance of feamen in the §lave-trade being defirous of
leaving their thips; and of thofe in other trades ftaying by them,. when
'iox} fight of men of war, is confirmed alfo by Capfains Smith and Wilfon,
the navy. : o : .
+ It w:ﬂ be proper to mention here, that feveral fpecifick falts of the
ill treatment of feamen in the Slave-trade have been omitted in thefe
accounts,, as well as that this ill ufage is confirmed by more of the wit-
nefles, viz, Trouter, Dove, Parket, Storey, and Forfter; on the other
hand, about feven captains may: be traced, three of whofe names onl
are ruentioned, (viz. ﬁntlgr, Smith, and Frazer} who have had the mierit
of going againft the current of bad example in the abufc of feamen in this
trade. If it fhould be atked how it happens that feamen eater for flave-"
veflelsy when fuch general ill ufage there can hardly. fail of being known,
the repl{ muft be taken from the evidence, “ that whereas fome of them
enter voluntarily, the greater part of them are trepanned, for that it iv
the bufinefs of certain landlords to make them intoxicated, and.get them
amto debs, after which tbeir only alternasive is @ Guincaman or a gaol.” .

[
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the African flive-trade. He has himfelf f6en the failors,
121::» b{;ﬁ, beaten for being lazy,. till they have died. wender
the blows, S

eSS
€ HAEPB X

Whether it be truey.as fome Jiy,.that the Natives of Afriie.
are bhappier in the European Colonies than in their
-own Country.. :

> a

[ F' there be any-of the flaves: happier in the cphonies:
l than they were at home, they muft be fuch as were:
formerly flaves in their own country; and if {o, the Af--
rican muft be fhewn to be more oppreflive than the coe-
Jomal flavery. .

This,- however, is fo far: from being the cafe,.that, as'
Mr.. H. Rofs obferves,. though on another. occafion,
any comparifon:between the ftate of the. two is an * in-
fult to common fenfe. Tlhe flaves in Africa are men--
tioned by Mr.. Towne as never ill ufed by their own-
people. They are treated, fays Mr.. Keirnan, as Eu--
‘ropeans treat people of their own family.. They are de-.
fcribed again by Hall and Dalrymple as eating and drink--
ing with their- maflers.. Captain Wilfon fays-alfo they,
bive- with their maflers, and are not diftingnifbable from.
them.. M. Falconbridge never. faw any whom by, their -

* Some have evén gone fo far asito fay that they are happier thanthe -
Tabouring poor of this countxy ¢ but it :has been moft amply refuted by:.
Woolrich, . ain Wilfon, Jefireys, Rees, Dean. of Middleham, and.:
M. Rofs, the.latrer of. whom, though he compared the diffesent circums
flances in their refpeive fitwatipns at the requett of the Comynitees, prey -
faced it by faying, that any comparifon between the ftate .of the two was
o infuls 2 eommon fenfes :

treatment
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" teaatmnt be eould fay were flaves. Mr, Wadftrom fpeaks
I,MJ‘ of them as well iﬁd, mm. Morley as treated with
i kindnefs, and better than in the Weft Indies. ‘
| Now, if the lives of the flaves in Africa fhould be fo
,' much happier (as may be feen by comparing the above
| accounts with thofe in Chap. IV.) than the lives of the -
flaves in the European colonies, it will net be doubted
that freemen in the former parts of the world muft be
happier than flaves in the latter. - . '
« Though the obfervations already made might be fuf-
ﬁcientmz%oth with refpect to fuch as having been origi-
/ / nially freemen, and fuch as having been originally * flaves
/%" in their own country,-are fent to the European colo-'
5% nies).to difprove the affertion infinuated in the title to
this chapter, yet as there are other very ftrong proofs’
in the evidence, it would be unpardonable not to cite
/  them in the prefent cafe. : : . :
- Mr. M. Cook has often heard Africans in the Weft-
Indies exprefs their pm]ije of their own country and their-
«|  regret at leaving it. . Lieutenant Davifon obferves it is
common for fick: Africans to fay, with pleafure, they are
&oing 1o die, and are iw'ng home from this Buccra {or’
White man’s) country. 1t is alfo notorious that the Afri
cans, when brought into the colonies, frequéntly deftroy
themlelves. Dr. Harrifon, Coor, M. Terry, Cook,
Fitemaurice, Clappefon, Baillie, Dalrymple, Davifon,
Dean of Middleham, Captain Rofs, and Woelrich, all’
a in this fa&t.. The caufes of it are defcribed in ge-
neral to be #ll treatment, the defire of returning home, and’
the preference of death to life when in_the fituation of '

flaves, all of which are fo many proofs of their fuperiour
t is alfo very remark-

bappinefs in their own country.

aﬂ as we find from Mr. Coor, that thefe alls of def-’
peration fhould have been fo frequent as to have occa-:
fionad it to have paffed into an obfesvation, ¢ that the
Gold Coaft negroes, when driven to defpair, afways cut

#- Very. few flaves in the Wef Indies are fach as hewe been flaves i
A frics, for fays Dalrymple and Wadftrom, there are very few flaves iw -
Africa as all, and thoflc who have them, fags Morlcy, do not like to.fell’
hemm. - R B
. R their
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sbeir throais, and thofe of the moft inland country maghy
ha:llg themfelves. , , :

To give a few extralls from the eviderices on this
eccafion. A negro boy of his, fays Dr. Harrifon, de-
tefted flavery fo much that he refufed all fupport, which
‘brought on a dropfy that killed him. Another negro,
who had been a great man in his owa country, refufed te
work for any white man, and being thercfore punithed
by the overfeer, he defired him to teﬁ his mafter that be
wonld be a flave to no man. His mafter ordered him to
be removed to another eftate. Flis hands were tied be<
hind him, and in going over a bridge he jumped intox
the water and appeared no more. Thefe are two facts
of Dr. Harrifan’ own knowledge, out of z great many
which he cannot new recolle@. . ,

Mr. Fitzmaurice too has known many fuicides,.
among new negroes elpecially, both by hanging thorm--
falves-and dirt-eating; which™ they dnew to e fatal. He
loft one aﬁ.w twelve new negroes by it; though he fed:
ibem g Onhis remonftrating, they conflantly told.

im they preferred dying to living. A great proportiom
of the t;};g nfe.grocs that go on fugar cftates, dic in this,

mn N .

A planter, fays Mr. Woolrich, purchafed: fix- avers
flaves out of a Guinea thip, and put them .on 2 fmalk
ifland ¢o plant cotton. Tliey had a white man. with.tem
as overfeer, who left them of a Saturday night. " There:
were no white inhabitants on the ifland. On the Mon-;
day following the overfeer returned, when he found aX#
the fix banging near together in the weods. Mr. Wool-.
rich often inquired of the moft fenfible negroes what
could be the caufb of fuch ations, and the anfwer was,,
& that they would rather die than hve' in the ftudtion:
they were in.”’ : .

As the-laft proof in the evidence, and that an irre-
fragable ‘ane, how much happier the  Africans are' in
their own country than in the colonies, may be ad--
duced the greet joy which is difcovered at their funerals
by their fellow-flaves, and which joy is faid to proceed:
from the idea that the deceafed are returning home. .

. Mr. Douglas
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Mr. Douglas faw " three funerals of Guinea flaves im
the Weft Indies. At thefe funerals, fays he, they fing,
and are erry, and, naming the deceafed, fay, be is gone

to Guinea,
‘ Great rejoicingsy fays Cook, are made by African

oes at the funerals of each other, from a belief

- DegT 7! eac .
g that the deceafed are gone to their own country again.
ex-

it
#  African negroes, fays Forfter, thewed the mg
ieving

dravagant joy at their friends funerals, from

the decedfed gone back to their country. ‘
Captain' Willon confirms the above by flating, that
he never faw any figns of happinefs among the imperted

h- Jlaves, except at their funerals, when they thew extra-

wagant joy, from a perfuafion that the deceafed is efcaped
from flavery to his own country.  Captain Wilfon, how-
ever, does not ftop here, for he goes on to declare, that
in Africa their funerals are attended with the moft mourn~

* ful eries.
-It is impoffible to conclude this chapter better than by

an -extraét from the evidence of Mr. Dalrymple..~
ht have had the means of

That gentleman fays, he 1;1;5‘
putting his eftate 'in Grenada under cultivatian, as he
might have had flaves from the houfe . of Backhoufe and
Tarlton ; but having had an opportunity, when on the
coaft of Africa, of knowing bow happy the nmegroes
were in their own country, and knewing the unjudi-
fiable means by which they were made flaves there,
their cruel ufage when on board fhip, and their fevere
wfage when in the Weft Indies, he could not canfiftent-

1at was right, purchafe any flaves,

ly with his ideas of
-as he did not intend to yemain an the

Y

and. particularly
plantation l_xiim{lﬁ o . ) Do
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"'C H AP XL

Whether the Africans by .good ufage have not in feveral
inflances inlg:cy:d b‘y]birtbs in/tbe Colonies 5 an't{wln-
ther it be not clear from other [aﬁs as well as the opinions
of perfons in the Evidence, that they would increafe by

tion, generally, in confequence of general geod

- Ufagey fo as to fuperfede entirely the neceffity of the

- Slave Trade. ; o :

. APTAIN ROSS. fays, he knows of three eftates
. in the ifland of Jamaica, one belonging to Lord
‘Dudley, another to Meflrs. Muir and Atkinfon, and a
third to Mr. Malcolm, on which there was a confiderable
‘increafe of the fgves by birth.

. Lieutenant Davifon confirms the account given of
-Mr. Malcolm’s eftate : that gentleman, he fays, had not
Jbought a negro for ten or twelve years, during which
time the flaves had confiderably increafed. ' Lieutenant
-Davifon alfo knew an eftate, where the negroes were
all Creoles.

- Mr. M. Cook knew two eftates in the fame ifland,
en which he really believes the negroes to have in-
creafed by births. ,

Mr. fays, there was a plantation in Jamaica be-
loaging to a Mr. Dunn, which, when he (Mr. Coor) firft
went there, was a fmall one, not for want of land but
of negroes. This eftate at that time made about fifty
hoztheads of fugar yearly. In confequence, however, of
‘good ufage, the negroes increafed fo faft (the children

' feeming
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feeming to fwarm on this eftate) that, before Mr. Coer
quitted the iland, Mr. Dunn had not only doubled the
produce, but had fettled another effate out of it, which
made fixty hoglheads per year, and he had never bought

but fix new negroes in the whole time.
In the fame ifland, and parith of Clarendon, the ne-
groes on Ramfbury eftate increafed fo faft, fays Mr,
Fitzmaurice, that a gang of them was drawn off te
fettle a new eftate, ca!%ed Yarmouthy which he had then
the care of, but the fettlement was difcontinued from the
change of the attorney. On Orange, in St. James’s,
no negroes were bought for at leaft fifteen years, and
tiey increafed ; as alfo on Eden in the fame parith.

He lived on both thefe eftatcs,

¢ Mr, Forfter, fpeaking of the ifland of Antigua, fays,
f that on the whole of Colonel Farley’s plantations they
had no nced of new negroes. He has heard the Colonel
fay there was a confiderable increafe, but on one particu-

larly. Mr. Thomas Gravenot’s negroes alfo increafed.
y g

He knew Captain Thomafon, of Seacow Bay, Tortola,

who wanted no new negroes for many years,

© Mr. Duncan obferves, that the treatment on the

eftate that he lived on, which was in the ifland of

Antigua, was better than common : the effett was
that the flaves increafed. The flaves alfo on Sir G.
Thomas’s Belfaft eftate, and Carlifle’s, and feveral
others he cannot now name, increafed, or kept up their
numbers without any addition by purchafe.

Mr. Giles fays, that on two eftates where he lived, the
increate of the flaves, under a milder treatment in the
ifland of St. Croix, exceeded their decreafe by one per
cent. ‘

Capt. Hall, of the navy, mentions an eftate, belonging
to the Marquis de Rouvray, in the Ifland of St. Domingo,
where in confequence of good ufage the flaves increafed
o faft as to have rendered any farther purchafes unne-

eflary. _ o ‘
Mr. Bifthop told Mr. Towne, that in a plantation of
is, in Barbadoes, they hhaf not bought a Guinea negro
: for

B D > T Raeai
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for upwards of forty years, and that by good ufage these
¢ Awere a great many more now there than formerly. .

The Reverend Mr. Davies fays, that on Kendal plan.i
tation, in the ifland of Barbadocs, belonging to Mr.
Steel, the ftock of flaves was kept up by births. He
knew alfo a few other eftates-which kept up their num-
ters without importation.

The Dean of Middleham, while in Barbadoes, under-
dtood from Dr. Mapp’s fon, that the ftock en the eftate,
o which hg had juft fucceeded, had increafed fo much by
‘births, that there was a redundance fufficient nearly to
ftock another eftate, ‘The Rev. Mr. Carter’s flaves alfe
increafed confiderably, and thefe cultivated his glebe and
planted canes. The Dean’s brother alfo informed .him,
hat his own negroes had doubled their number by natu-
ral increafe in twenty years, and they were employed, he
believes, in.common field bufinefs as other negroes. The
Dean had heard of feveral others of his acquaintance, who
hhad kept up their ftocks by the natural increafe, without
* purchafe.

Having now mentioned thofe eftates, on which it ap-
prars that the flaves have increafed by birth, it will be
jproper to mention thofe other falls in the evidence, by
which it will be clear, that the Africans, by general good
ufage, will increafe fo generally as to fuperfede the ne-
ceflity of the flave-trade. :

1.” In the lfland of Barbadoes the field flaves appear
&0 be better treated than elfewhere. Accordingly we find
from Mr Woodward, that while refident there, in the
years 1782 and 1783, he never heard any complaint of
the want of negroes to carry on the plantation or ether
bufinefs. And yet he does not recollett the Jfale of a

+ fingle cargo of flaves during that time. ’

. 2. Field flaves cultivating cotton, pimento, and coffee,
are defcribed by Mr. Cook as being treated better, and as
i:;{reaﬁng fafter by birth than thole employed on fugar
eftates.

3. Domeftics are univerfally faid to be treated better
.on the whole than fie/d flaves, and thefe are generally faid
o ipereafe. There are many more children, fays Jeffreys,

: among
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among domeffics than field flaves. Captain Hall fiys, that
in his time the domeftics were under(tood to increafe by birthy
and Lieutenant Davifors; that' they did acually increafe.
Mr. Forfter gives an inftance of rapid increale among

the domeftics. A widow Shervington was left in debt *

with five or fix negroes, who by kind treatment in fifteen:
or twenty years increafed to fifteen or more.. He knows
Jeveral inftances of the kind. )

~ 4. The Maroon negroes, originally Africans, whor
Yive in fmall communities in Jamaica, as free people, and
who of courfe are not fiuhjet to ill ujaze like the flaves, are

faid to increafe alfo. M. Cook believes the Miroim

negroes to be increafing very faft. Lieutenant Davifon:
afierts, that in his time they increafed moft certainly. He
has often been in all their towns, and always faw great
numbers of children. Their numbers were confiderably
more when he left, than when he came to the ifland. It

was impoffible for them to have reccived any addition of

number from other quarters. - '

5. African negroes alfo, when tranfported'to th: Eaft
Ladies, have, by good ufaze, increafed there. Mr. Botham
fays, that in the year 1764, the Eaft India Company fent
flave-thips to Africa and Madagafcar, and tranfported to

Bencoolen, for their public and other works, hearly a thou-

fand flaves, and in much the fame proportion of men, wo~
men, and children, as they are carried from Africa to the:
‘Weft Indies, that is, more men than wonen and children.-
‘Thefe flaves, on the firft years of their arrival, from the
unhealthinefs of the climate, and other caufes, decreafed :
but when they had been at Bencoolen a few years, where'
they were humanely treated, they began annually to increafe .
notwithftanding from the little attention that was paid to
their way of life, both men and women lived in the moft
abandoned way. The wonder was, that they did increafe,-
as the young women flaves were common proftitutes to-
the foldiers and failors. "

6. African negroes alfo, tranfported to different parts:

of North America, have, in confequence of being * tetter

ufed, increafed by population there.

% The evidences unanimoufly maintain, that their ufage is better jn-

PAmeiica than in the Weft Indies.

Mz Dr. Harrifon’s

~

-

a



( 116 )

Dr. Harsifon’s diftinion between the differenee of

the treatment of the neiroes by the Weft Indians and
Americans, is as follows. In Jamaica, he fays, flaves-
were generally treated ill," and only individuals treated
them well ; in Carolina, on the other hand, they were
generally treated well, and only individuals ufed them.ill,
~Let us now fee the confequences. '
_ Mr. Dove fays, that from 1774 to 1783 there were no
tmportations of flaves to Bofton or New York, .and yet
~ he thinks that they did not decreafe in their number
during that time. ;

It was generally believed, fays Mr. Stuart, that the
Carolina flaves increafed without importation. .

Mr. Savage fays alfo, that where they were well ufed
in Carolina they increafed greatly. * A friend of his,
Gabrie! Manigault, Efq. informed him, that in 1737,
he had on his eftate eighty-fix negroes, of which twelve
or fourteen were fuperannuated. The latter he replaced
by others. With no more addition than this, they had
increafed to two hundred and feventy about a year or two
(1773) before he left the country.

ZVIr. Baillie alfo, (peaking of Carolina, believes the
negroes are raifed there in as great a proportion as children
in Europe, when they are in healthy fituations ; notwith-
ftanding which he obferves, that the cultivation of rice
§s as laborious as that of fugar, and that the climate ?‘
Famaica is much more favourable to the conflitution of the
negroes than that of Carolina.
~ Dr. Harrifon alfo gives his opinion as a medical mam,
that the climate of Jamaica is more favourable to the
increafe of flaves than that of Carolina’; notwithftanding
which difadvantage Carolna increafcd in flaves, while
thofe inf?amaica ecreafed. ,

" "Mr. Irving mentions the increafed population of flaves
by birth .in Carolina to have been reckoned in his time at
Jrom two to ten per cent. and yet he {peaks of the climate
in the fame manner as the reft.  The breeding of flaves, he
fays, was confidered fo advantageous, that the planter
generally valued a child, 6n the day of its birth, at five

nds.
pol Mr. Clapham
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Mr. Clapham, examined on this fubje&, for Maryland,
fays, the negroes kept up their numbers there by propa-
ﬁation, and increafed, fo that the overpius, in fome in+
ances, were /bipped to the Wejt Indies. He has knowa
an hundred fales, where proprietors have had t0s many for
their ufe, in confequence of increafe by propagation, yet
they were not thought to be * well treated, though better
than to the fouthward, and the climate was fubj ét to great
and fudden variety of beat and cold. .
Mr. Beverley, examined refpeing Virginia, ftates,-
that the negroes there always kept up their numbers, and
generally increafed.  His father’s more than doubled their
numbers. In 1761 he had about two hundred, and in
1788 he paid taxes on above five hundred and forty, of
whom not above twenty or thirty had been added by
purchafe. oo .
Mr. Beverley was told in America, that when the’
abolition of the flave-trade was firft agitated in 1774,
many doubted the pradticability of keeping up the num-
_bers by births ; and the perfons.of doubting have, fince:
the abolition of the flave trade, exprefled to him @ con-
wiltion that their fears were groundlefs. =
Mr. Crew ftates: allo, that the negroes in Virginia-
increafed rapidly without importation, fo much fo, that: |
it was a general opinion that it was profitable to hold flaves |
on this account, excluffve of the profits of their labour. ‘
1
|

~

| He thinks, at the fame time, that the cuiture of tobacce

is nearly as laborious as that of fugar, and that the climate-

of Virginia is not fo favourable as that of the Wef} Indies-

to African confiitutions, on account of the fevere + cold in-
the winter. IVir. Crew obferves, that the importation of '
African flaves into Virginia has been generally difcon- '

tinued fince 1772. ,

From the above accounts, (by which the natives of:
Africa have been viewed in different climates and fitua-- .

. % The evidence warrants us in faying, that a flave in America, faid to

be not. well ufed, would be confidered as well ufed in the Weit Indies. :

4 As a farther proof, that the climate of North America is not cone ‘

genial to the African conflitutien, it appears from Baillic and Beverley that: .

the negroes arc always healihier in the fummer than in the winter. _ '
M3 tions) :
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flons) but . particularly from the haft, it is evident theae
If they were in general well ufed in the European colo-
nies, they would fo generally increafe, as to fuperfede
the neceffity of the flave trade: for if in the American cli~
mate, totally uncongenial to their conflitutions, they have
generally increafed by births, much more would they in
the Weft Indian, which is reprefented as much more fa
vourable to their propagation. This will be ftill more
evident, if we prove that they are prolifick in their
own country, and that the Weft Indian climate is the
fame as their .own at home. Mr. Falconbridge fays,
that the females are more prolifick than thofe of other
countries. Qut of four or five deliveries, at which he
was prefent, there were twice twins, Captain Hall has
feen as many children in the towns and villages in Africa
. in proportion to the grown people, as he has met with
in this country. Sir é Young declares, that the negra
women on the coaft of Africa appeared to him as pro/fick
as any race of people he ever faw in any part of the world,
and the climate of the Weft Indies to be not lefs favourable
20 them than their own.. Hence he fays, the ftock of
flaves might be kept up or increafed without any importa-
tions from Africa. At firft the deficiencies might be fele
for a few, perbaps twenty years, but after a while, they
would dowble their numbers ; for he fees no phyfical caufe
to prevent a black man and woman being equally prolifick
w1 the Weft Indies as in Africa. .

There are others, who from their experience in the
Weft Indies are of a fimilar opinion. Dr. Jackfon can-
not conceive, if flaves were well ufed, why they fhould
not keep up their numbers. They are naturally prolifick,
and the iflands in general congenial to their conflitutions. —
It is the opinion of Mr. Coor, that, with kind and ju-
dicious treatment of the infants, the flaves in Jamaica
would increafe without any importations from Africa. Mr.
Davies fays the fame thing for Barbadoes. Mr. Wood-
ward is not apprehenfive that the abolition of the flave-
trade would ruin bis Wil Indian property. He thinks it
would be of advantage to Barbadoes. By ufing the{l‘;

-
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. well, and by good manageme;wt, the ftock of flaves would

naturally increafz without importation. And Mr. Giles
believes, that, if they were properly treated, their increcfe .
wonld be general throughout the iflands.

o

. ———

C H AP XL

What appear to bave been the principal caufesy implied in
the term Good Ufage, of the Increafe by Births, in the
inflances mentioned, and what Regulations ought to take
place in the general pracdice of the Coloniesy to infure an
univerfal Increafe. :

HE caufes of the increafe by births, on one of the

eftates mentioned, viz. on the Marquis de Rouv-

ray’s of St. Domingo, are defcribed by Captain Hall
as follows : ’

The flaves were never hard prefled in their work.
The Marquis fuffered no improper intercourfe between
the males and females: every man had his own wife,
and no white was fuffered to disjoin that union. Hof~

. pitals were built for the fick and pregnant. The latter,

when far advanced, were taken in there, and employed
in trifling work; till the time of their delivery. ere
they might remain, feparated from their hufbands, and,
excufed from field labour, till the child could be fupported
without the mother’s help, or when their ftrength would
permit, return with the child to their hufbands, and take
the chance of work. In confequence, the Marquis had
not, for fome years, occafion to buy negroes. Having,
however, left his eftatc to the care of a nephew, upon
his return, after an abfence of two years, inftead of the
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happinefs that reigned when he left it, he found nothing
but mifery and difcontent. The whites had feized upon
the pretty women: their hufbands, through difcontent,
ran away, and.the labour falling heavier upon the reft, -
they became difcontented, and their work was badly car-
ried on : fo that it coft him two years, before he could
re-eftablifh order. It was a pleafure to walk through his
eitate ; for the flaves ufed to look upon him as a father.

It is of importance to cite this eftate, becaufe, in con-
fequence of the above regulations, its gang increafed ;
becaufe, when they were violated, it went back ; and be-
caufe, when they were re-eftablithed, it was reftored to
its former ftate, Thefe regulations alfo include all the
regulations, except two, in confequence of which the
flaves increafed by births on the other eftates mentioned
in the preceding chapter, and therefore the citation of
thefe, in particular, avoids a repetition, and faves time.
‘The two regulations not included in thefe, are the fol-
lowing :—Mr. Giles afferts, that the purchafing of a
few mules, on an eftate which he managed, to carry the
canes which the negroes had before this been accuftomed
to carry on their heads, fo lightened their labour, as to
.occafion them to increafe in population, whereas they
had decreafed before : and, on.the eftate cited by Lieut.
Davifon, the circumftance of Mr. Malcolm’s goin
among his own negroes, hearing their complaints, and -
not fuffering them to be punithed without his knowledge,
are reckoned among the caufes that contributed to their
increafe. . '

. Let us now fee what is the general pra&tice in the
colonies, and what alterations fhould be made in it, to
infure an univerfal increafe. :

1. It isthe opinion of Mr. Fitzmaurice, as obferved
in chap. 4, that the forcing the flaves to labour beyond
their ftrength, is the means of bringing many of them
to the grave. Mor. Baillie fz;ys, that many of their com-
plaints arofe from extreme fatigue, and that a little reft
generally reftored them, without any medicine being
neceffary. In general, fays Farfter, the planters have
no idea of improvements 10 cafe their flaves, Itfeemed

: a generdl
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& gencral epinion, that if negroes ware not conftantly
eptat work, they would become uaruly. :

2. Wechave {een, inchap. 4, the very trifling faults,
for which flaves are frequently punifhed, atthe difcretion
of the overfeer, and the unlimited feverity of thofe pu-
nithments by the chain, dungeon, ftocks, projecting iron
collar, iron boot, cowfkin, cart-whip, picket, and the
like; all of which have a manifeft tendency to harrafs
human nature, and in conjun&tion with other caufes, to
fubdue it.

3. Itappears that no attention is paid to the marriage
of the flaves, fo that one man ihould be reftrited to one
wife, but that there is a promifcuous intercourfe amongft
one anothcr as they pleafe, (General Tottenham, Capt.
Smith, Sir G. Young, Foriter, Coor) ; and that this is
not only the cafe of the negroes one with another, but
with the negro women and the whites, the latter of whom
violate the chaftity of the former at difcretion, (Dean of
Middleham, Captain Smith, Davifon, Cook, Harrifon,
Coor, and Dalrymple). If the women are fent for by
.the overfeers, fays. Cook, for thefe purpofes, they muf
come or be flogged, and to fuch a pitch has Dalrymple
known this intercourfe to proceed, that female flaves
are offered by their mafters, even to thofe who vifit
them, and he has known compulfion ufed to oblige fuch
to fubmit to proftitution. :

4. It appears again, from chap. 4, that pregnant
women, to get the moft out of them, are frequentl
worked within a very little time of their delivery, andfo
hard and fo near to lgiis period, that they often mifcarry,
as well as tiat, even in this fituation, they are not ex-

“empt from the whip. ,

5. The fides of the huts, fays Coor, in which the
pregnant women are delivered, and children born, are
no more defence againft the cold night damps, than one
of our pafture hedges. Bedding they have none, but a
board or bafs mat. The infant, for the firft eight days,

is never put to the mother’s breaft, but given to a wo-
man out of the field, who nurfes it, and who probably
has a.child two, three, or four months old : andl;\z:e



( 124 )

M. Coor fubmits it to medical men what effet the
milk of a woman hardly wrought and badly fed would
have on a tender infant. They motftly die convulfed
about the eighth day. ~ This want of care is the more
Jamentable, becaufe, if they furvive the eighth day, they
moftly do well. 'What convinces him farther it is for
want of care, is, becdufe, where they have warm boufes,
kind treatment, and the child is fet to the mother’s .
éreafl, he very feldom knew any die.

Moft of the negro-houfes, fays Fitzmaurice, are open.
to the weather, being wattled without plaifter. They
fleep on a board on the ground, near the fire, and after
it goes out, they fuffer from cold and damp. This caufes
many diforders, efpecially to /ying-in women, who lofe
more children by this than any other caufe, as they ge-
nerally die of the locked jaw. -

6.. The Dean of Middleham fays, it ftruck him, to
fpeak generally, that negro mothers commonly went int6
the field too early after their delivery, taking their chil-
dren with them ; that the milk of the mother became-
feverifh with labour, and the heat of the fun was too
powerful for the child, which was commonly expofed in
a bafket, and, in rainy weather, untheltered. The fame
is confirmed by others.

It is evident then, if the above be the general prac-
tice in:the colonies; if the flaves are over-wrought
and haftily and feverely punithed ; if promifcuous'in-
tercourfe be allowed : if the women are oppreffed dur=
ing their pregnancy ; if, while-lying-in, they and their
. infants are fo much expofed to damp and cold in their
houfes, that many of the latter perith: dnd if, after
delivery, they are too foon hurried, with their furviving
infants, into the field, itis evident, we repeat, thatthey.
cannot poflibly, in general, increafe: but that fome
change muft be made in the fyftem, and that the fol-
lowing regulations are the moft likely to anfwer the end,.
inafmuch as, upon the adopting of them or fimilar
ones, the flaves on the eftates cited have experienced an
increafe, '

Regulatit;nv
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Regulation 1. The maxim obferved on the eftate of
the Marquis de Rouvray, and fome of the others cited,
¢« of never prefling the {laves hard in their work,”” and
¢« the fubftitution of animal for human labour, wherever
« it is pra&ticable,” as mentioned by Mr. Giles, thould
be adopted on every eftate.

2. A more general refidence of proprietors on their
own eftates, as on Mr. Malcolm’s, to attend to the
complaints and punifhments of their flaves, is necel-
fary.

! Marriaze, or the union of one man to one wo-
man, Thould take place, as in the Masquis de Rouvray’s
plantation; and this union no white or other perfon
thouald be fuffered to difturb or disjoin. -

4. The women flaves, when advanced in their
pregnancy four months, fhould be taken from the field,
and fhould have little and hght work, as pra&tifed on
fome of the eftates cited to have increafed by births.

5. During the time of their lying-in, they thould be
put into convenient hofpitals, or, if allowed to remain
in-their huts, thefe fhou!d be fo conftruéted as to exclude
the cold and damp, and every female fhould fuckle her
own child from the birth. : .

‘6. In fuch hofpitals or huts, they-fhould remain, as
on the Marquis de Rouvray’s eftate, and beexcufed from
field-labour, till the child could be fupported without
the mother’s aid, or, when their ftrength would permit,
return with the child to their hufbands, and take the

<hance of work.

Now, if it could be made appear, as it can, that the
flaves in fome of the cftates cited, increafed by the
adoption of fome vne of the above regulations alone,
and that they increafed on others by adopting two or three-
of .them, and no more, and that on no one eftate, as
appears by the evidence, were all of them in force at a
time, it is plain, that if all of them combinzd were put
into execution on each and every eftate in the colonies,

sbere muft be an uriverfal increafe of the flaves there.

CHAP. XII'.
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"C H A P, XIIL

Ihether other Regulations may nst be deduced from the
Evidence, which would accelerate this Increafe by
Population.

WE have found, that lightening the labour of the
flaves, attending to their grievances, punifh-
ments, and the like, have been the means of contribut-
ing to their increafe by population; hence any new modes
fuggefted by the evidence, that will produce the fame
effefts, or will tend to their better nourifhment or eftab-
lithment in fociety muft accelerate that increafe.

1. Let the plough be introduced on every eftate
which will admit the ufe of it. :

The introdu&ion of the plough would, in the opinion
of Forfter, Sir G. Young, Rees, Harrifon, Giles, and
Duncan, fave the flaves much labour. Mr. Fitzmaurice
has known it anfwer this end. Mr. Woodward and
Mr. J. Woodward farther confirm the fame : the for-
mer has reduced its utility on his own eftate to the fol-
lowing rule: one plough, twe men, and four horfes, do as
much work as thirty negroes, and, after the plough, it does
not require, fays he, much negro labour to prepare the
.ground for the cane. He thinks that the largeft part of
the cane and ginger land in Barbadoes, may be ploughed
to the advantage of the proprietor, and the faving of ne-
groes labour. )

2. In the earthing of cancs, let the Eaft Indian
fhovel be introduced, in the place of the hoe, where it
is praticable. .

When the cane is ready to earth up, fays Mr. Botham,
the fpace between the rows s ploughed deep, the cane.

tops
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- ops tied up, and an inftrument liké a broad thovel; with. -

teeth at the bottom, a fpade handle, and two cords fixed
to the body of the fhovel, ending by a wooden handle
for a purchafe, is ufed by two perfons to earth up the
cane, the ftrongeft holding the handle of the fhovel, and
prefling it into the ploughed earth, while the other on
the oppofite fide of the plant, by a jerk of the cord, draws
up to the plant all the earth that the plough had loofened.
Two perfonsy, fays Mr. Botham, and he has been in the
‘Weft as well as in the Eaft Indies, with this inftrument,
will earth up more canes in a day than ten negroes with
their hoes according to the W, Indian method. '

3. Let the commiflions or premiums paid in fome
iflands on the crops, be taken from the attorneys and

" overfeers of eftates, and let falaries or an augmentation

of falary be fubftituted in their ftead; or, let the pre-
‘miums and commiffions continue, but be paid fo much
per head for the increafe of the flaves. ' ‘

- It is the common pralice for attorneys, and often
for overfeers, to have a commiffion on the crops (Cook,
Davifon, Fitzmaurice, Clappefon, and Coor). T hishas
a manifeft tendency to make them pufh the negroes be-
yond their ftrength.  Accordingly we find, from Davi-
" fon, that he has been with attorneys to vifit the eftates,
and he has feen them dolittle elfe than inquire about the
¢crops. He never heard them make any inquiries into the
treatment or flate of the flaves. Coor fays, he has known
attornies wink at overfeers * prefling the flaves to per-
form more work than buman nature could bear.

4. Let the picking of grafs neither be extra work,
nor done in the intervals of reft; butlet a grafs-gang
be felefted for this purpofe ; or entirely abolith grafse
. picking, by laying out pafture land. : .

This regulation, as may be feen in Chap. I¥. would
tend wonderfully to leflen the labour and punifthment,
and, of courfe, promote the' increafe of the flaves.

* There is al{o a very deftro&tive notion prevalent, viz, ¢ That he is
the beft overfoer who makes the largell crops.” To this criteriop of an
overfeer's merit it is owing that thoufands of flaves have becn killed by
being overworked, This notion ought to be changed for the following :
¢ That be is the beflk overieer who rreferves the Raves,”

t N 5. Let

’
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.hes. Let the corn given to the negroes be ground for
them. ‘ : : ) Co
This regulation® would tend much to leflen their la-
bour, as will be feen from the following account. When
the women return home, fays Davies, they have to grind
their corn, by the firength of their arms rubbing it between
two ftones. They muft rife with the earlieft dawn to
‘prepare their food, that they may be in the field in time,
to cfcape punifhment. Thefe circumftances, but particu~
larly the grinding of their corn, tended to difcourage mar-
riage, the woman’s life becoming harder then from being
thus a flave to her hufband. Forfter alfo obferves, that
the grinding of their corn at night, by hand, was in
crop-time a great hardfhip. v

6. Let tafks of fuch parts of the work, as will admit
them, be affigned to the flaves, as practiled in America.

In America, fays Baillie, the overfeer roufed the
flaves, and fet them to work in the morping. They did
not work for fet hours, but by tafk-work, generally 2
rood of land to each, when eafily cultivated ; when othei-
wife, the overfeer fets the ftrongeft to the hardeft work,
and vice werfa: and indeed it was ufual to leflen the
piece of land confiderably, when uncommonly foul.

The negroes generally helped thofe who could not finifh
as foon as the reft, fo that they left the field at once,
presty early in the afternoon, when their work ceafed,
and they were at perfe@t liberty for the reft of the day.
Mr. Baillie adds, that the drivers feldom or never whip-
ped the flaves through their day’s work ; becaufe it was
_impoflible to know till towards the clofe of the day,
whether a flave would or would not finith his tafk, and
jt was.thought time enough to punifh when the negroes
deferved it.

This politick method of workin%‘ by tafk has been
~ triedin Jamaica, Mr. Fitzmaurice hired fixty negroes,
all Americans, from a. Mr. Douglas who refided there,
and employed them in this. manner. They had a tafk
seafured out to them every mornin bJ' Mr. Douglas or
bis overfeer, and which they fini by one or twe
©o’clock yand had the reft of the dav to themfelves. a The

, river
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driver carried no whip, and only went occafionally to fee
that the work was properly done.

It will now be evident to the reager how much the
introdu&ion of tafk-work into the Weft Indies would
add to the eafe and comfort, and of courfe to the na’
tural increafe, of the flaves ; for, by this wife and poli-
tick method, the work is apportioned to the firength Zf the
flaves, and the weak are not obliged to keep up with the
Jirong.  The whip alfo, by which they are inceffantly
harrafled, is avoided. This alone is of great importance,
Mr. Crew thinks the #/z of the whip frrmed a difference
in the treatment of American and Iyt Indian flaves great-
by to the difadvantage of the latter. They have allo, by
means of the fyftem recommended, the important ad-
vantage of a part of the afiernaon and evening 10 them-
Jfelves, in which they ean cultivate their little portions
of lands, prepare their provifions, and yet have fufficient
time to reft: all which would greatly add to the cem-
fort of their lives. : _

~ If there fhould be any obje&ion to the introdultion
of tafk-work into the Weft India iflands, after what has
been faid, it can only arife from a fuppofition, that the
flaves getting their work done by two-or three in the af-
ternoon, cannot do fo much for their owner, as thofe
who work till fun-fet, on the prefent fyftem. The very
reverfe, however, is the cafe: for Mr. Fitzmaurice ob-
ferves, that thofe negroes whom he empleyed by tafk in
Jamaica, finithed their work by one or two o’clock,
whereas the plantation negrees on the adjoining land
would not finith till dark, euen with the drivery the fame
quantity of land. :

. Having now ftated all that appears in the evidence,

- on the futje& of eafing the labour of the flaves,- as the

means of increafing them by birth, we come to a few
regulations of another kind. : )

7. Never let the fame perfon hold the offices of at-
torney and overfeer, or manager: nor let an cftate be
put under the care of an attorney who either has many
eftates to attend to, or who lives many miles from the
efate he is to fuperintend. ~ : -

N2 ' Al
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All thefe evils are abundantly ftated in the evidence,
and, it is therefore clear, that the above regulation would
havé a tendency to obtain prote@ion for the flaves, in
cafes of unmerited or exceflive punithment, on the part’
of the overfeer : for, by the 3d regulation, it weuld be
the intereft of the attorney to inquire into their com=~
plaints, and redrefs them, and not, as at prefent, to
wink at their oppreflion; and by this regulation, he.
would be at hand and have time to do his duty. The
flaves alfo would not be precluded by diftance, from pre-
ferring their own complaints.., This fuperintendance of
punifhments, was one of the caufes that contributed to
the increafe on an eftate mentioned in the preceding -
chapter.’ ’ -

8. Let a fmall part of the cane-lands be difmantled
and turned into provifion grounds, for the flaves. . _

The great want of provifions, which the flaves experi-
ence, has been amply explained in Chap. IV. It has
been proved that thofe who have land.enough allowed
them have not fufficient time to cultivate it; but that evil
will be removed by the introduétion of tafk-work
(Regul. 6.) and’ thofe who have little or no land will
poflefs it'by the prefent. This would be particularly
ufeful, becaufe provifions raifed, fays Botham, feed ne<

roes better than any dry or other provifions imperted.
%t would alfo preferve them from falling off as they do at
prefent. Epidemicks, fays Coor, are more fatal to poer
and ill-fed, than to well-fed, hearty flaves. But:one
fatal epidemick prevailed while he was in Jamaica. It
attacked all ranks of whites and blacks, and generally
poor, ill-fed negroes died of it. Few well-fed negroes
died of it, and not one white man. Nor need the planters
be afraid that the difmantling of the canes for provifion
Iand, will rob them of their former profits. If a hun~
dred negroes cultivate as many acres of canes, and fifty
acres be deduéted for their fupport, it is not improbable
but that the fifty in canes, with the labour of a hundred
perfons, may product as much as the hundred acres be-
fore ; for a hundred labourers are better able to cultivate
and improve fifty, than twice the number of acres, z:gd

. e
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the earth will remunerate in proportion to the toil and
improvement beftowed upon it.  Of this we may ad-
duce a ftriking inftance, from Fitzmaurice. He ob-
ferves that a gentleman had two eftates in Clarendon,
one of which Mr. Fitzmaurice managed. “This gentle-
man had too few negroes for both citates, but fufficient
for one. He, however, cultivated both. They pro-
duced him together 150 hogfheads of fugar per annum.
He became in debt, and his negroes fuffered. At
length, changing his plan, he difmantled one of.his
eftates, and put both the gangs on the other. Thefe
were then amply fufficient, and he is now making 400
hhds, that.is 250 more hhds. per year upen this one eflaté;
than upon both together before, and is now a clear man,
This regulation then would tend to the proprietor’s be-
nefit, as well as to the increafe of the flaves..

9. Let every encouragement be given-to the moral
and® religious inftru&ion of the {laves. .

A dehciency in this particular, appears threughout.
the whole of the evidence. There has becn, however, .
here and there, a folitary inftance of a contrary nature,.
in the knowledge of: Coor, Forfter, Captain Smith,.
Duncan,. and Fitzmaurice; and thefe declare, that.
where fuch. moral and religions inftrutions  have been
encouraged, the flaves- have thewn a better difpofition and
belaviour ; that they have alfo paid a more general at=-
tention to marriage,.and that they have increajed more by.
the births. : :

Having now- mentioned the principal regulations
which the evidence fuggefts, in addition to thofe recom-
mended "in: the - former chapter, for producing a natural
increafe of the-flaves, it is plain that were ail thofe re-
gulations combined, and generally enforced in the co-
lonies, that increafe would be proportionably accelerated, .

Ny CHAP
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CH AP XV

Whether the Colonifts could carry on the neceffary Cultiva-

. tion of their Lands,without a frefb Importation of Slaves
while this Increafe was becoming effeétive 5 ory in other
Words, while the Generation immediately [ucceeding thefe
Regulations were growing up to [upply the natural
Deaths of the Slaves of all Ages, now in their Pof-

. feffion,

’

peared in fome of the preceding chapters.

aves have been.fhewn to have been wounded by
the watchmen, in ftealing provifions to which they have
been impelled by hunger ; but as, by fome of the fore-
going regulations, they would be fufficiently fed, (and
where they have been fufficiently fed the evidence has
fhewn that they have not ftolen at all} thofe watchmen
would become unneceflary as fuch, and might be turned
into the effeétive field-gangs. _ ,

It has appeared alfo, that where tafk-work is intro-
duced the whip is unneceffary : hence the drivers, whofe
only bufinefs is to force labour (and of whom there are
four or five, fays Coor, to every 100 flaves) might them-
felves be converted into field-labourers.

.+ Ithas been thewn too, that, in confequence. of their be-
. ing

THIS queftion may be anfwered from what has ap-
1
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ing better fed, according to fome of the regulations fug~
gefted, they would be far lefs liable to fuffer from epi-
demicks ; and it is evident, that, being better fed, lefs
worked and harrafled by the whip, that is, in eyery re-
fpe&, better ufed, their lives would be proportionably
prolonged. .

It has likewife appeared, that two flaves, affifted by
the plough, do the work of thirty withoat it; and that,
in the earthing up of the canes, two flaves ufing the
Eaft Indian implement méntioned, would do the work of
ten with the hoe. .
» From the prefent compulfive and oppreflive, fyftem, it
has appeared in evidence, that numbers of flaves run
away, and are laid up fickly. But the regulations would
put an end to thefe evils, and the gangs, not being deferted
and thinned as before, would become more eficient ini

. ftrength and number. ‘

This firength and this number would be" rendered ftill
more effeftive, by the affiftance and labour of fuch, as we
have feen, are under the prefent fyftem, often crippled or
badly wounded by the watchmen, From the above
then it appears, *

1. That on the day the importation fhould ceafe, thé
colonifts, by incorporating the watchmen and drivers in
their fleld-gangs, would have an additional number (and
thata con%derable one) of feafoned hands by which they
would be compenfated for the .natural deaths of the
working flaves, during at leaft a part of the time in
which the rifing generation were growing up for la=
bour. :

2. That the natural deaths of the working flaves
would be greatly and progreflively retarded, from that
dayy; and could not poffibly happen fo frequently as
before. . . i

3. That, taking into confideration the retarding of
the deaths of the working flaves, and the augmenting of
their number, they might not, in three or four years be

. fo reduced, but that their nuymber might be then equal
‘to what it was on the day of -ftopping the impartation,

. when
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when. the whole of the efficient hands under the. former
wretched fyftem were not thus called into employ..

4. That even if no augmentation could be made. to
the number of working flaves, and their natural deaths
were as frequent as before, it by no means follows that
the cultivation need be impeded till the rifing generation
could grow up ; becaufe a much. lefs number of hands,
aflifted by cattle and the implements mentioned, would
evidently do much more work than.a greater, under the
prefent fyftem.

In fhort, after the circumftances ftated, and confider~
ing alfo that there is now in the colonies a feries of
Creoles of all agcs, ready to fupply fucceflively the places
‘of many that would go off by natural death, no man.
can rationally fuppofe, that the number of working
flaves could ever be reduced fo low, while the rifing ge--
neration were growing up, as not to be as fully adequate
to- the cultivation of the colonies, as they are at prefent.
Mr.. Botham. fays, that by means of two-thirds, nay even
one-half of the prefent force (and-he (peaks experimentally),
the iflands might be much better cultivated, under certain,
regulations, than under what he terms, the prefent mifer-
able management: and yet the regulations fuggefted by -
Mr.. Botham are not fo numerous as thofe deduced fromy
the evidence, in the preceding chapters. . .

If,. however, any one fhould difpute- this point, he-
muft be told, that the colonifts have yet' many other.
refources.. They have' generally, in-the firft place, a.
number of domeftick flaves that. are. {upernumerary
and ufelefs. They have a great number of {uperfluovs:
domefticks at Barbadoes,. fays Woodward,. in town.
~and country. Mr. Giles thinks half the domefticks"

of Grenada and Montferrat unneceffary. Iicutenant .
Davifon has known, in Jamaica, from twelve to twens
ty domefticks in a_houfe, . where half the number would -
have done as well.. Dr.. Jackfon too.obferves, that
there are three times more domefticks in- Jamaica than.
would be in England, for the fame work;.and Jeffreys,
fpeaking of thofe in the fame ifland, fays they are too
many ; they are a nuifince from their numbers. Henge.

’ it
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it is clear, that were it poflible a failure of hands for the -
field could take place before the affigned epocha ar-
rived, many domefticks might be fpared, without any
inconvenience, for field -labour. Nor would this change
be at all difagreeable to many of them: for we have
feen their lives often rendered miferable, by being con-
ftantly under the eye, and fubjec to the caprice of their
mafters and miftrefles. Coor, indeed, has often heard
many of them fay, that they would rather be under the
field hardthips, than in the houfe.

. This refource, though very confiderable, is yet not
l the only one the planters are poffefléd of: for many of
n the flaves are coopers, carpenters, mill-wrights, copper.-
i
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fmiths, black-finiths, and the like, all of whom could
" perform field-labour, and their places, if neceflary, be
fupplied with white men, who, if temperate, would not
fuffer in their health. Land-furveying, fays Terry, .
is exceedingly laborious in the Weft-Indres ; and yet-he
followed it for feven years, without injury to his health.
He has often feen white mill-wrights at work in the
fun, whofe health did not fuffer. There are alfo white
coopers and black-fmiths there, but the former only di-
re& negroes working under them. Lieutenant Davi-
| fon is fure whites, if temperate, could, without material
injury, do any kind of out-door work. It is well known
that the thip-wrights and other tradefmen in the king’s
ard, Port-Royal, often work all day long, and he never
1 new them unhealthier than people in general. - White
, artificers do work at’ their trades in the Weft Indies,
i without materially hurting their health. Captain Cook
| has no doubt, and he fpeaks from many. inftances, that
, white people by habits of temperance and regularity of
[ hours, might bring themfelves to go through nearly as
' much labour and fatigue in the Weft Indies, as any
. people whatever. Mr. Clappefon thinks the whites,
[ if temperate, are able tolabour in Jamaica. He fays, -
" no people work harder than the Englith failors there :
| agd Dr. Jackfon apprehends, as a medical man, that
) white men may work as artificers, in the Weft Indies,
, without any material detriment to their health. . .



( 134 )

C H ' A Po XV-

* Whether there be not a prevailing Opinion in the Cobonies,

thatit is cheaper to buy or import Slaves than thus to
. dncreafe them g Plpuiation—and whether the very re~

verfe of this Op

more profitable te breed than smport.

too evident. D ple, Captain Wilfon, Har-
on, and Sir George Young, all affirm, that in theix
time it was thought by fome planters to be cheaper to bu
thanto breed. 'The prevalence of the fame notion is alfoa
confirmed by others. Mr.. Rees was informed that the
planters did not think it worth their while to breed more
than they did. The buying fyftem is faid by Dr. Jack-
fon to have been generally preferred. éaptain Hall
fays, the planters efteemed the charge of rearing a child
to maturity, more troublefome and greater than buying a
flave, fitfor work ; and the fame opinion is defcribed as
prevailing by Fitzmaurice, Duncan, and Davifon. As

-THAT fuch an opinion f;revails. in the eolonies is
ri

 a farther proof of the exiftence of fuch a notion, we may,

refer to the calculations made upon thefe occafions..1fa
negeo lafted a certain time, fays Baillie, his death was
: : - accounted

inion be not true 3 namely, that it is
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accounted nothing. This time is defcribed by Fitz«
maurice to be feven years. Captain Giles alfo heard
the term of feven years affixed for the exiftence of a
gang of ne%roes, which .he faw, and we find 2 man of
the name of Yemman, by Captain Scott’s account, re-
ducing his calculation to four years, treating his flaves
moft cruelly, and faying that four years labour of a negro
was enough for him ; for that he then had his pennyworth
out of him, and he did not care' what became of him after-
wards. - S '
As this notionis fo fatal to population, and is indeed
evidently one grand fource from whence the prefent

- evils in the colonial fyftem fpring, it will be proper to

examine the evidence, to fee if we cannot fhew the re- -
verfe of it to be true. -

There is one circumftance that leads us ftrongly to
fufpect that it is not fo well founded as its general pre-
valence would warrant, which is, that one-third of all
that are bought die in the feafoning. ‘This feafoning is
not a diftemper, but is the time an African takes to be
fo habituated to the calonial labour, as to be counted
an effeGive fupply. .

Some planters, fays Woolrich, who have bought lots
of flaves, have informed him, that they have loft one-
third of them or more in the firft year of their feafoning..

Mr. Terry ftates, that very confiderable lofles were
common among the newly imported Africans. One-
third die within the firft year. Of a lot of fix, bought
by himfelf, two died within the firft year, and at the end
of ive years, two only furvived. :

Mr. Forfter recolleits a planter, who bought thirty
"new negroes, and loft them all within the year.

* Mr. %"itzmaurice, in the laft four years he was in Ja-
maica, bought ninety-five new negroes, At the end of -
that time, he fold hfty-two, all that were then alive,

" and thofe not feafoned. Had he kept them till feafoned,

he fhould have loft more, and for this very reafon he fold

them. He thinks, upon an average, at leaft one-third of .

the new negroes imported, die in the firft three years. .
Though this circumftance would induce us to think
that it was cheaper to rear than to buy ‘a flave, (for in
. ~ - elimating
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eftimating the price given for one that is bought, not
only the prime coft is to be confidered, but a third more
is to be added to it, with various other circumftances)
yet, as fufficient data are not to be found in the evidence
‘to enable us to come to a calculation, we muft be con-
tent to abide by the fa&ts that follow.

+* Thofe eftates, fays Forfter, which bought the greateft
number of new negroes, were not thought to be the
moft flourithing. [t was exactly the reverfe.

Onan eftate, which Mr. Coor knew, the proprietor
was often buying lots of twenty, thirty, or forty flaves, and
yet this man, by ill ufing them, (which ill ufage is infe-
parablg conneéted with the buying fyflem) fuffered a reduc-
tion both in the number of his negroes and the produce

of his eftate ; fo that, from good circumftances, bis credit
was in eleven years reduced to a low ebb.
Captain Scott was prefent at the fale of Yemman's pro=
gerty, the perfon mentioned to have adopted the fyftem of
uying in preference to that of breeding, and working
his negroes up in the fpace of four years. :
Lieutenant Davion believes owners of flaves are very
commonly involved with Guinea merchants; for they
often flay on the eftates all the week, except Sundays,
with their gates always locked.
The dependence on the imported flaves, fays the Rev.
‘M. Davies, certainly contributed to embarrafs planters.
Mr. Woolrich, who is qualified to give the hiftory of
- "Tortola in this particular, fays, that when he firft went
there, there were but few flaves, and that at this time
the planters were in good credit, and none of them in-
volved in debt. In about three or four years, however,
after his arrival there, fome Guinea fhips came down
with cargoes of flaves. The planiters in general bought:
‘many of the new negroes died in the feafoning, and
Guinea thips coming down time after time, the planters
bought to fupply their places. ‘This continuing, many
of them got much into debt, by purchafing flaves on
credit,’and were obliged-to mort%;ge their eftates and
flaves to merchantsin England. He has 'never known
a planter, who thus mortgaged, pay off the debt. Some
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in confequence have been obliged to have them fold by
auction, ‘much under value; and he, has known others,
even obliged to become owfereers where they were proprie
stors before. Since he left Tortola, he has been informed,
by means of correfpondence, or feeing fome perfon from
the ifland, (which is generally the cafe once a year) of
its annual ftate to the prefent time. The laft informa-

. tion reprefented the planters to bein very diftrefled cir-

cumftances. Divers of their eftates, mortgaged in Eng-
Iand, had been fold -at publick vendue upon very low
terms, becaufe few were able to pay for them, and the
general credit fo low with the planters, that but few
could obtain the neceffaries they wanted from the ftores
kept there, by reafon of their debts to the Englith mer- -
chants. It has been his epinion for many years, that the
anneceffary purchafe of African flaves has been the main
caufe of their embarraffinents, and the accumulation of their
debts. He is fure that feven eighths of them would
have been in much Better circumfiances, if they had not
bought any negroes during the time of his refidence there,
but had ufed thafe they had with humanity and care.

To the above accounts we may fubjoin the following
from Mr. Savage. In the year 1739, he obferves, a
duty was laid in Carolina on the importation of flaves,
which amounted to a_prohibition, and which continued
to 17]4.. The purchafe of new regroes having involved
the planters greatly in debty, was the reafon why the legif-
lature laid it.

Thefe are fome of the circumftances, which are in-
tended to thew, that the reverfe of the notion or opinion
mentioned, is true, that is to fay, that it is cheaper to
breed than to import. Others are, that wherever eftates
are mentioned in the evidence as flourithing, and the
proprietors of them as clear men, it is where they have
adopted the principle of breeding, and of treating the
flaves they have had with humanity and care *. It may

# Many other advantages appear by the evidence to refult from the
fyflem of breeding flaves and ufing them well,  Suicide and rebellion are
peculiar to the imported flaves.  Hence the peace of mind and intereft of

* the proprictor are materially concerned, and it fully appears that fuch

flaves do much more work than others in the fams time.

alfe
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alfe be added here from the evidence, that the breediig’
of flaves was confidered fo profitable in fome parts of

America, that people beld them for this purpofe alone, ins

dependently of any profpe® from the  fruits ef their
fabour,

C H AP xvi

" Whether it be more politick to extend the Cultivation of 1he
- Golonies by the Continuance of the Slave-Trade, or wait
till the rifing Generation foall be capabls of performing

]

. AR, IRVING flates, by means of official papers
from the Cuftom-houfe,. that the Britith Weft
dndia Iflands, in their prefent ftate, produce annually a
greater quantity of fugar and rum thar is requifite for
the confumption of Great Britain, her immediate depen=
dencics, and the kingdom of Ireland, and, to extend the
cultivation, he confiders to be very impolitic, for two
reafons:
Firft, becaufe fuch extenfion can only be made from
Britith capitals, which might be employed in carrying
on and extending the manufactures, cammerce anél u?tgu!;;‘
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ultare of the mother country, but which muft thus be

transferred to the moft vulnerable parts of the empire,

and there invefted in purfuits, which do not appear to

him to be produive of a profit to the proprietor, or -
of advantage to the public, in any degree adequate to the

precarious fituation in which fuch property ftands, from

the contingencies of climate and of war: for, ifbut

one ifland thould be loft, it is a complete lofs of fo much
capital to the empire: and Mr. Irving fhews their ex-

tremely hazardous fituation, by the capture of fix o

them, and the final feparation of Tobago in the lateg
war.

Secondly, becaufe the fugar and rum to be produced
by extending the cultivation (the prefent cultivation be-.
ing more than fufficient for the demand of England and
her dependencies) muft be exported to foreign ftates. This,
fays Mr. Irving, is exceedingly impolitick; for the fugar
made in the French iflands can be afforded (which he
thews by official sapers) fo much cheaper than the
Britith, that, in order to enable the planters to fell it at
the fame price as their rivals, Government muft give
large and deftrutive bounties. Mr. Irving even flates,
and this again officially, that, in the moft favourable
period for the Britifh iflands, viz. before the late war,
the French planters were able to fell their fugars from
twenty to thirty per cent. cheaper than the Britith plan-
ters : and he conceives it to be a maxim thoroughly
eftablithed in national commerce, that it is unwife to
Eu.ﬂ: forward by monopolies, reftrictive regulations or

ounties, any branch of commerce or manufaures,
which cannot be carried on, after a fair trial, within
fifteen per cent. of the prices of other rival countries.

To the above reafons, given by Mr. Irving, we may
add, that the extenfion pfg the cultivation, by means of
purchafing new flaves, muft be exceedingly impolitick,
1f we bear in mind the evidence adduced in the preceding
chapter: inafmuch as it muft be, as it has ever been,
attended with debts, mortgages, and ruin.

Now, if the above argsments thould, in the opinior;'

' ' ) 2 )
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f the reader, fully prove the impolicy of the meafure of
carrying the cultivation beyond its prefent bounds by
means of the prefent fyftem, it will be very eafy to evince
the policy of doing it by means of the rifing generation
of flaves, and by them alone.* This will appear, firft,
becaufe the breeding of flaves where it has been attended
to as an object; has been fhewn to increafe the proprie-
tor’s capital : for this reafon thercfore, and from the
circumftance of the flaves being in this cafe the growth
of the eftates, and not, as by the former fyftem, pur+
chafed, no capital need be drawn from the mother country,
20 the hazard and detriment defcribed.  Secondly, becaufe
thofe eftates mentioned in the evidence, upon.which the
breeding fyflem has been moft attended to, are almoft
univerﬁ?]ly noticed, with this remark, namely, that
they had « got out of debt,” or, “ awere flourifbing,” or
 wwere making money.”” Now, if eftates get out of
debt, or flourifh, where the negroes are bred, while the
reverfe is the cafe, where they are purchafed, it can only
be becaufe the fyftem of cultivating by means of popula-
tion muft be cheaper than in the other way : hence the
Britifh planters would be enabled, without any deftructive
bounties from Government to meet their rivals on an equal,
or perhaps more favourable footing -in foreign markets.
It is evident alfo from the expreflions mentioned above
to have been annexed to thofe eftates where attention
was paid to breeding, that the planters would cultivate,
in this cafe, to their own certain emolument, and not, as
in the prefent {yftem, to their equally certain embarrafl-
" ment and ruin.

" Having now mentioned the principal faéts contained
in the evidence offered to Parliament by the petitioners
of Great Britain, in behalf of the abolition of the flave
trade, we cannot clofe this compilation better than in

% S'r George Young ftates his belief, that if the flave-trade werg
abolithed, and every proper regulation adopted, to encourage the biceding
of negroes in the Weft Indies, the ftock of negroes would gradually in=
creafe, fo as to be adequate to the clearing and cultivation of all the
iflands, to the full extent of which they are capable. (he
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the words of Mr. Hercules Rofs : he fays, * finally as the
< refult of his obfervations and moft ferious refletion, he
¢ hefitates not to fay, that the trade for flaves ought to
¢ be abolithed, not only as contrary to found policy, but
% to the laws of God and nature ; and were it poflible,
¢ by the prefent inquiry, to convey a juft knowledge of
¢ the extenfive mifery it occafions, every kingdom of
¢ Europe muft unite in calling on their Legiflatures to
¢ abolifh the inhuman traffick. ‘This is not a hafty nor
“a new fentiment, ‘formed on the prefent difcuilion,
¢ which has, in no refpe&, influenced his judgment.
% The fame opinion he publickly delivered feventeen
“ years ago in Kingfton, Jamaica, ina fociety formed

- % of the firft charalters of the place, on debating the

¢ following queftion, (propofed, he thinks, by the late
¢ Mr. Thomas Hibbert, who had been forty or fifty
¢ years the moft eminent Guinea fa&or there) « Whe-
¢ ther the trade to Africa for flaves was confiftent with
“found policy, the laws of nature, and morality?"
« This difcufion occupied feveral meetings, and at laft
« it was detcrmi.ned by a majority, That the trade to
“ Africa for flaves, was ncither confifient with found po-
“ Jicyy the laws of nature, nor morality.”

FINIS.
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A New Edition in 12mo, of the DEBATE on a Mo«
tion for the ABoritioN of the SLAVE-TRADE;
in the Housk of Conmons, on Monday and Tuefday,
April 318 and 19, 1791, reported in detail.

Lately Publifbed, Price §s. in Boards,
With Plates.

LETTERS on the SLavE-TRADE, and the State
‘of 'the Natives in thofe Parts of AFrica, which are-
contiguous to Fort St. Louis and Goree, written at
Paris, in December, 1789, and January, 1790, addrefled
to Mirasrav. By T. Crarkson. :
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