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TO THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE
LORD AMHERST,

&c. &c. &c.

MY LORD,

Tue high- situation held by Your Lordship as head of
the Embassy of which these pages contain some account,
will, in the public mind, point out the propriety of the
present Dedication. Permit me to declare that this
consideration has less influenced me than the desire
of publicly thanking Your Lordship for your sanction
and support to my scientific pursuits, and uniform
kindness to myself.

I am, My Lord,

With the greatest respect,
Your Lordship’s
Obliged and obedient humble Servant,

CLARKE ABEL.
London, July, 1818.
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was exclusively seen by the latter. The work that had for its object
the establishing ¢ the point of rank which China may be considered
to hold in the scale of nations,” has so exhausted the topics which
in this view might be dwelt upon, and has so illustrated them by
the writings of the Missionaries, as almost to preclude the hope of
a further elucidation of the same subjects from similar sources of

information.
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PREFACE.

I uave laboured under great difficulties and many discouragements
in preparing the following pages for the press. A narrative,
having for its principal subject a journey through the interior of
China, must derive its interest either from the novelty and im-
portance of the incidents which it relates, or from the quantity
of original information which it contains respecting that singular
country. In both these respects I am in a great degree antici-
pated. The tale of the Transactions of Lord Amherst’s Embassy
has been too well and too circumstantially told by an official
pen to leave me much expectation of finding public curiosity
unsatisfied respecting them. The close delineation of that part of
the country equally visited by Lord Macartney’s and Lord Amherst’s
Embassy, contained in the accurate and laboured work of the late
Sir George Staunton, has left very little to tell respecting it, and the
production just alluded to has in a great measure described what
was exclusively seen by the latter. The work that had for its object
- the establishing ¢ the point of rank which China may be considered
to hold in the scale of nations,” has so exhausted the topics which
in this view might be dwelt upon, and has so illustrated them by
the writings of the Missionaries, as almost to preclude the hope of
a further elucidation of the same subjects from similar sources of
information.

4



vi PREFACE.

I am in scarcely less difficulty respecting the natural history of the
countries which I have visited. Sickness abridged, and shipwreck
almost annihilated the materials which would have afforded extensive
scientific communication respecting China. My illness, indeed, was
comparatively of little importance, except as it prevented my observ-
ation of the country; for the exertions of my friends more than
compensated the loss of my individual efforts in making collections.
But the shipwreck deprived me of all the fruits of those means
which the wisdom and liberality of the East India Company placed
at my command; and has only left me the duty of stating, in
justice to others, what was the nature of those means, and something
of the results to which they led.

My appointment to the Embassy was at first simply medical;
but through the recommendation of Sir Joseph Banks to the
East India Company, I was permitted to take upon me the office
of Naturalist, and received an ample outfit of all the apparatus
for scientific research. To give greater effect to my exertions in
collecting and preserving the vegetable productions of the coun-
tries to be visited by the Embassy, a botanic gardener, from the
Royal gardens at Kew, taking out with him a plant cabin, for the
preservation of living specimens, was placed under my directions;
and to assist generally in my pursuits my brother-in-law, Mr. Poole,
was alloﬁéd\to attend me. With such facilities, it would have been
strange, ever.in countries often trod by scientific men, if I had not
gleaned some new and important facts. But in China, scarcely
touched by the foot of the naturalist, nothing short of a rich harvest
could have been received as a token of my due exertions. The
proofs of what these were, of their efficiency or abortiveness, are
buried in the straights of Gaspar. But it is incumbent on me
to bear testimony to the exertions of Mr. Hooper, the Botanic
Gardener, whose industry was equally unremitting and availing.
His more peculiar department having been to collect and preserve
seeds, he placed, on our leaving China, three hundred packages,
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in my keeping, many of which were taken from plants of unde-
scribed genera, and by far the greater number from unknown species.
They formed part of the shipwrecked collection. *

From the kindness of Sir George Staunton, to whom I gave a
small collection of China plants, and of Captain Basil Hall, to whom
I gave a small cq]lection of China rocks at Canton, I have derived all
the specimens which have enabled me to give the slight geological
and botanical notices of China contained in this work. To the latter
gentleman, and to his friend, Mr. Clifford, I am also under other
obligations of an important kind; and in naming them, have to
mention the loss of collections equalling my own in value. In
taking leave of the Embassy on its disembarkation in the Gulf of
Pe-tche-le, they took charge of a case of bottles with spirit, for the
purpose of preserving any interesting marine animal. production
which might fall in their way ; and the necessary means for the
preservation of plants. On rejoining the Embassy five months after-
wards, they presented me with a collection of Zoophytes. and an
extensive collection of plants from the Lew-chew Islands. These also
perished with the Alceste, but do not complete my catalogue of losses.
‘A fine collection of madrepores made by Capt. Maxwell may be added
to them, and will still leave it unfinished. Whilst the Alceste and
Lyra explored the Corean coast and the Lew-chew islands, the other
ships of the Embassy visited the coast of Tartary. Lieut. Maughn,
of the East India Company’s service, went with them, and hav-
ing taken directions as to the mode of preserving dried specimens
of plants, surprised me on my arrival at Canton with an extensive
‘geological and botanical collection from the coast of Tartary. These,
encreased by a collection which had been made from the same part of
the world, for Mr. Livingston, one of the surgeons to the British fac-
tory at Canton, and which I received from the kindness of that gentle-

* After leaving the wreck of the Alceste, I had the mortification of hearing that the
cases containing these seeds had been brought upon deck and emptied of their contents by
one of the seamen, to make room for some of the linen of one of the gentlemen of the
Embassy. ' '
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man, were also placed in my possession, and shared the fate of my
other specimens. But I should fatigue the patience of my readers
without doing justice to my own feelings, if I attempted to state all
that I owe to the kindness and exertions of my friends and all that
they have left me to regret.

After these declarations respecting the loss of materials which
would have given value and interest to these pages, what, it may fairly
be asked, have I remaining of importance to the public? In looking
over my observations on the countries that I had visited, I was of
opinion that they contained something to interest, and something
to inform. It is not for me to judge how far I may have correctly
estimated the value of my matter; but I trust that the exclamation
of the Poet,

€
¢ Effusus labor.”

ibi omnis,

will not entirely apply to my pages. I have endeavoured to describe
things as I saw them ; and when subjects arose incidentally from my
narrative, have tried to give them an extrinsic interest by noticing
the opinions of others and comparing them with my own. In doing
so, I have respected the freedom of my own mind, and have never
hesitated to express my thoughts, even when they differed from
high authority. I trust that my language has, on these occasions,
expressed the deference of my feeling. If, however, it should mot
always be found exactly suited to my purpose, I beg that my readers
will charitably attribute it to my little experience in the niceties of
speech. Indeed, it is in what concerns the style of this work that
I am especially anxious to bespeak their indulgence. Little prac-
tised in composition, I have been desirous to give my own thoughts
in my own words, and in doing so have not, I fear, benefited
the language of these pages, and have delayed them longer than
the merit of their contents may seem to have deserved. In
what regards my facts and conclusions I cannot feel much appre-
hension: the first are, to the best of my judgment, strictly stated, and
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the last were drawn because they seemed to follow the premises, and
if they be not adopted will only have the fate of others better than
themselves. :

In making acknowledgments it seems almost superfluous to state
that I am under the deepest obligations to Sir Joseph Banks, whose
support to my scientific views was the natural consequence of their
being laudable and useful. In leaving England I carried with me
his instructions respecting the objects to be kept most closely in
view during my absence, and since my return have derived from
the freest access to his library and herbarium all possible facilities
in constructing this work.

Of the assistance of Robert Brown, Esq. the following pages bear
sufficient evidence. His description ‘of a new genus, which, in
friendly partiality, he has named Abelia, and of two new species of
plants, the one leading to the establishment of a new natural order,
and the other fixing the place in the natural method of a genus
hitherto of doubtful affinity, gives unequivocal value to my Appendix.

To Mr. Morrison’s journal I owe in a great measure the short
account of the progress of the Embassy during the period of my
illness, and some interesting notes respecting transactions from which
I was absent. Some of these notes would have been incorporated
with the text had I possessed the journal at an earlier period. To
Mr. Cooke’s journal I have been also much indebted, and to the .
same gentleman I owe two drawings which illustrate the book. The
drawings of the Quercus Chinensis and Eurya Chinensis are from
the tried pencil of my friend W. Hooker, Esq. To Mr. H. Raper,
an officer of the Alceste, I am indebted for all the geological views,
except two, of the Cape of Good Hope, taken on the spot, and pos-
sessing not their least value in their minute accuracy. The.plate
of the temple of Quong-ying is from a sketch which I obtaimed from
the kindness of Sir George Staunton. The other drawings, not
bearing the names of professed artists, I am answerable for.

a
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For that part of the « Chart showing the track of the Alceste,”
which gives the line of the Corean coast and the Corean archipelago, I
have to thank the Rev. Mr. Taylor, chaplain of the Alceste. The
more general map of China, and the map of the route of the Embassy
on the Yang-tse-kiang, are reduced from the great map of the Jesuits.
My object in giving the former has been to convey to the reader some
notion of that very peculiar character of the country, which arises from
its universal intersection by navigable rivers and canals, as well as to
show the whole route of the Embassy. Its accuracy of course depends
on.that of the Jesuits, which we had no opportunity of verifying, but
had no occasion to. suspect. It so far, however, differs from the
map of the Missionaries in containing the names-of a greater number
of places in the line of our route than the original, and in having
the nature of the banks of the rivers passed over by the Embassy
marked upon it, when this could be done without producing con-
fusion by crowding the letter-press. The same observations apply
to the map of the Yang-tse-kiang and Po-yang lake.

The nieteorological tables contained in the Appendix, although
very imperfect, will be thought perhaps to have merited insertion as
adding to the very few facts that we already possess regarding the
atmospherical phenomena of a part of the world so little known. I
have scarcely as much to say for the Itinerary of our route. It is of
some consequence in reference to the maps, and in containing dis-
stances extracted from a Chinese Itinerary: an excuse for its msertlon
may be found in the small space which it occupies.

In conclusion, I must not forget to point out the fidelity with
which the engraver, Mr. Fielding, has executed his department of the
work, or to acknowledge the interest he took in the progress of it,
and his anxiety that the accuracy of his pencil should correspond
with the nicety of my own wishes in subjects not so frequently under
the eye of an artist.
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EMBASSY TO CHINA.

"CHAPTER 1L

DEPARTURE FROM PQRTSMOUTH.

A three o’clock of the afternoon of February 8th, 1816, I embarked
with His Excellency Lord Amherst, on board H. M. S. Alceste, then
lying at Spithead. Getting under weigh at eight o’clock the fol-
lowing morning, in company with H. M. S. Lyra, Capt. B. Hall,
and General Hewitt, Capt. Campbell, we steered with a fine breeze
through the Needles. In passing the shores of the Isle of Wight,
my imagination dwelt painfully on its white cliffs and verdant slopes,
which but three days before I had visited with friends who gave
the best value to my existence, and from whom I was separating,
perhaps for ever. But the painful feelings excited by such reflec-
tions, too intense, indeed, for long continuance, were quickly
destroyed by my share of the bodily suffering which attacked, in
succession, the greater number of those, who then, for the first time,
felt the motion of a ship at sea. Scarcely had we cleared the western
extremity of the island, when an intolerable giddiness, languor, and
sickness, drove me to my cot, and had but slightly mitigated, when
the mountains of Madeira were descried from the ship.

Early in the morning of the 18th February, going upon deck, I
saw this interesting island bearing S. S.W., distant about six leagues.

B .



2 MADEIRA.

A thick white cloud covered its mountains, which gradually dissi-
pating as we advanced, disclosed their snowy summits beautifully
contrasting with the dark foliage of their declivities. The squadron
hove to about ten o’clock in the forenoon, off the town of Funchal,
at the distance of two or three leagues from the land.

Having prepared every thing for collecting objects of natural his-
tory, I waited impatiently for the appearance of a boat, to carry me
to the fulfilment of my anticipations. Examining with my glass
the aspect of the rugged shores, I exulted in the geological interest
of their appearance, and collected, in imagination, plants which,
from number and rarity, would give a long and delightful em-
ployment. What then was my disappointment, when I was informed
by His Excellency, that he wished no one to leave the ship, lest any
chance of delay should arise to the sailing of the Alceste, as soon as
she had obtained the necessary supplies. As Lord Amherst denied
himself, for public reasons, the pleasure which he much desired, of
visiting the island, no one of his suite had a shadow of right to
remonstrate, and I prepared to suffer my disappointment with all
possible patience. After the lapse, however, of two or three hours,
Capt. Campbell, of the General Hewitt, came on board, and offered
to take me on shore; and, being almost immediately to return, I
readily accompanied him.

On approaching the beach, where I had hoped to find some spe-
cimens of sea-weed, I found the depth of water up to the shore so
great, that a vessel might almost anchor with her bowsprit over the
land, and consequently, that no marine production was to be met
with. The beach is made up of large rounded fragments of lava,
generally of a vesicular structure, very ponderous, and of a bluish -
colour. Landing to the westward of the town, I found a mountain
torrent, having its bed sides formed of huge masses of volcanic matter,
as far as the eye could follow its romantic windings. I entered its
bed in search of plants, but found very few, as the apprehension of
losing my chance of returning to the ship prevented my looking very
narrowly. The Fumaria Parviflora, which was growing in great
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abundance in all the crevices of the rocks, and a few geraniums, ferns,
and mosses, composed my collection. ¥

Not finding the boat in readiness on my return to the beach, I
walked into the town, which I entered under an archway that led to
a long narrow street very well paved with round pebbles, and per-
fectly clean, and which was intersected by others of a similar cha-
racter. The houses are lofty, and completely overshadow the narrow
streets, forming an effectual screen against the beams of a hot sun.
The softer sex, for here they cannot be called the fair sex, were
enjoying the air on virandas which projected from the first floor of the
better-looking houses,and were enabled by the narrowness of the streets
to converse freely with their opposite neighbours. The young ladies
of Madeira, although dark brunettes, possess many charms. Their
hair, and arching eye-brows, are of a jet black, and their eyes sparkle
under lashes of the same colour ; their face is oval and expresswe, and
handsome rather than beautiful.
- The streets were filled with foot passengers, of whom no inconsi-
derable number were priests, in long loose robes, and without hats.
They had evidently fared on the fat of the land; and many of them
exhibited in their countenances and deportment, a full share of self-
satisfaction and self-importance. But the faces of others seemed
to be lightened with a paternal feeling, and physiognomists might
have traced in them characters of mildness, benignity, and religiom
Neither did they all receive the same marks of respect from the pass-
ing populace. Sometimes the hat was simply raised, and the body
bowed, without any regard being directed to the object of this salute,
which was begun and ended at the instant of meeting. In other
cases, 4n eagerness was shown to catch the observation of the Father,
long before he approached, while a deprecating and beseeching manner
appeared to implore the blessing of a superior being. It was agreeable
to the harmony of my own sentiments, that these last attentions were
paid to those alone, whose exterior almost incited me to a similar
display of respectful feeling.
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4 FLYING-FISH.

On quitting the town, I was disposed to conclude, that it had been

much improved since it was visited by its last describers; but as it
was Sunday when I was there, and all classes were enjoying the lei-
sure of the day in their best apparel, and as first impressions are
frequently erroneous, I shall confine myself to the remark, that what
I saw did not correspond with what I had read.
"~ When I reached the Alceste, I found that I might have remained
on shore several hours, as some circumstances had occurred, which
prevented her immediate sailing; and she did not leave Funchal
Roads till the evening, when we got under weigh with a fine breeze.

As we proceeded on our voyage towards the Line, the tedium of
our situation was in some measure relieved, by the amusement we
derived from observing the habits of the flying-fish, which continually
surrounded us. This animal, equally interesting in its structure, and
in the circumstances of its persecuted life, has been so often the
theme of the traveller’s description, that its very mention comes
with the heaviness of a twice-told tale. Yet, although its descrip-
tions are numerous, much is still wanting to the completion of its
natural history ; and it is a subject of regret with naturalists, that its
species met with by voyagers, are not ascertainable. For these

" reasons, and because ¢ nature is an inexhaustible source ‘of inves-

tigation,” I shall state the few observations which I made on a
specimen that was brought me on the morning of the 27th February,
when in lat. 10° 38 N., and 25° 47 W. long. ; and I do this the more
readily, as its characters did not entirely accord with the description
of any other species. '

The colour of its back was a deep blue, which passed on its sides
into a yellowish green, terminating in a silvery white, which, near
its tail, had a pinkish hue. Several small patches of white reached
from above its eye, to the pectoral fin. Its fins were six in number ;
two pectoral, two ventral, one caudal, and one dorsal. The pectoral
fin consisted of fourteen rays, and was five inches in its greatest
length, and as much in its greatest width. The two undermost rays,
when the wing was expanded, were very short, and scarcely distin-
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guishable from those next them, and the uppermost ray was the
longest. Each ventral fin consisted of six rays, and was situated
immediately behind the insertion of the pectoral fin. The dorsal
fin, the rays of which were so indistinct that I cannot venture to
state their number, had its origin about two-thirds down the back.
The caudal fin was an inch long, and terminated at the setting on
of the tail.

From the above description, it will appear that my specimen
resembled the Exoceetus Volitans in the position of the ventral fins,
but differed from it in colour, which in the latter is brownish red on
the back. It agreed with Exoccetus Exiliens and Mesogaster, in its
general colour, but differed from them in the position of its ventral
fins. It was distinguished from them all by the position of its dorsal
fins. Should these differences be considered sufficient to establish
it as a new species, I would propose to call it Exocoetus * Splendens,
from the brllhancy of its colours.

The species which I have Just descnbed is furmshed with as ample
means of supporting itself in air as any of its congeners. Its air-
bladder reaches from the pharyngeil bones along the spine-to the
extremity of its body, occupying eight-tenths of its whole length. The
widest part of the air-bladder is situated immediately in front of the
pectoral fins, and it tapers gradually towards the tail. It is equal in
bulk to about four-tenths of the whole fish.

A particular purpose seems to be answered by the greater dimen-
sion of the air-bladder near the head, namely, the compensation of the
great gravity of the animal at this part in consequence of its breadth.
This compensation is necessary to the support of the animal’s body in
the air in a favourable position for flight. The situation of the pec-
toral fins before the centre of gravity in this, as in other flying-fish,
also tends to elevate the head, as remarked by Lacépéde. -

* If the white spots on its head be peculiar, Exoccetus Maculatus would be a better
name,

+ Histoire Naturelle des Poissons, vol. v. p. 406. Lacépéde has made the situation of
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It has been stated by a naturalist * of the highest eminence, that
the pectoral fins of the flying-fish serve only as a parachute, and by
another t that ¢ the animal beats the air during the leap, that is, it
alternately extends and closes its pectoral fins.” With this last observ-
ation my own experience perfectly agrees. I have repeatedly seen
the motion of the fins during its flight, and as flight is only «swim-
ming in air,” it appears natural that these organs should be used in
the same manner in both elements. The flying-fish is also much
nearer in conformation to the bat, which supports itself in the air by
repeated percussion, than to the flying squirrel, and other animals,
whose structure only enables them to fall slowly. I may also remark,
that when the fin of the flying-fish expands, its rays do not open in
the same line, but describing a curve strike the air with repeated im-
pulses.

I found it impossible to satisfy my mind with any probable con-
jecture respecting the greatest space through which these fish can
support themselves in air, but I have seen them fly without once
touching the water for fifty seconds, and my eye could not follow
them till they fell. I have little doubt that they take to the air, as
well for pleasure as to escape their enemies, since they were often
seen rising about the ship in all directions, when no foe was visibly
near, and when they had not been disturbed by the ship’s motion
through the water. Indeed I have been disposed to think myself
unfortunate in not witnessing, during the whole voyage, a single
flying-fish taken by a frigate-bird, or dorado; and I therefore venture
to hope that these poor animals are not so persecuted a race as travel-
lers have been led to imagine.

It is impossible to reflect on the habits of the flying-fish without
considering its power of respiring in air. In treating of the respir-

the dorsal fin opposite to the anal fin an essential character of the genus Exoceetus. Isita
universal character, or is the situation of the dorsal fin in my specimen a mere exception
to a general law ?

* Cuvier, Régne Animal, tom. ii. p. 188.

+ Humboldt, Personal Narrative, vol.ii. p. 14.
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ation of fishes, the possibility of their air-bladder acting subsidiarily
to the branchise, has not passed unnoticed by authors ; but I am not
aware that this organ in the flying-fish has been pointed out as likely
to assist the respiration of that animal out of the water. And yet,
I had once flattered myself with the belief that I had discovered its
communication with the mouth under such circumstances of organ-
isation as precluded any doubt of its aiding the function of aerial
respiration. But I had only one opportunity of dissecting the animal
when recently taken, and I dare not trust to a single observation. I
would recommend however those, whose opportunities are frequent
of possessing the flying-fish soon after death, to examine attentively.
the termination .of its air-bladder at the pharyngeal bones. These
bones, in all other fish * which I have examined, are two in number,
and much apart, their office being to assist deglutition and to shield
the blood-vessels which ramify under them on their way to the
branchiz. In the flying-fish their number and position is different,
allowing the inference that their function is also different. They are
in this animal four in number, two large and two small. The two
former in close apposition are situated immediately above and behind
the anterior orifice of the cesophagus, and are compressed by the
latter, which are united to them by a strong elastic membrane.
Muscles are attached to the larger bones so as to separate them by
their contraction. The anterior termination of the air-bladder is at the
posterior portion of the larger bones. The question to be determined
is, whether the air-bladder has an orifice at this part, which is opened
and closed by the separation and re-union of the pharyngeal bones.

On the evening of the 4th March we passed the line, and on the
following morning shortened sail, to pay the usual homage to Nep-
tune, which being accomplished we proceeded on our voyage.

* Since my return I have examined a specimen of the Exoccetus Mesogaster, preserved
in spirit, in which the two large bones were united, but there was an orifice between them
and the small ones; whether it led into the air-bladder or not I was unable to determine.
The same specimen had only eight, instead of ten, rays to its branchiee.

*p 4
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On the 10th, being in 10° 39’ S. Lat., and 82° 47+ W. Long., the
Alceste parted company from the Lyra and General Hewitt, which
shaped their course for the Cape, whilst the former steered for the
harbour of Rio de Janeiro. On the 20th, we were off Cape Frio, and
all those who had never before visited the shores of South America
anxiously speculated on the scenes they were about to witness in the
New World. .

The affections of different minds on first approaching an interest-
ing coast, might form a subject of curious and instructive specu-
lation. When the land indeed appears but as a dark undefined
speck in the distant horizon, first reflections cannot widely differ,
although their vividness may depend on the sensibility of the indi-
vidual, and their extensiveness on the number of his associations.
But few educated men will approach a country for the first time of
their lives, without reverting to the history of its conquest or
discovery. On making the coast of the New World, so interesting
in the history of man and of the earth, every thought must centre in
Columbus. All the circumstances of his situation on the day of his
discovery, all the attributes of his mind, and all the heroism of his
conduct, array themselves in the imagination. But as the land -
developes itself, as its larger features become visible, speculation is
extinguished in a general glow of undefined but delightful feeling.
Never can I forget the pleasing, yet almost awful emotion of my
mind, when rising early in the morning I first beheld the shores of
South America expanded before me. To describe the scenery by
words would be a vain attempt ; the pencil of a painter enthusiastic
in genius and in feeling, could alone convey to those who have never
beheld it an imperfect apprehension of its grandeur.

As objects become still more defined and palpable, various trains
of thought arise in different characters. In the commander of a
British ship of war, the hope of finding refreshments for his
- crew, of meeting old friends, of carrying his ship into port in
a skilful and gallant style, and of supporting the proud pre-
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eminence of his flag, is perhaps on ordinary occasions the leading
sentiment of his mind. — In many of his officers, an escape from
subordination to the independence of a rove on shore, with all
the importance really and in imagination attached to the character
of a British naval officer, may -be the chief pleasurable expect-
ation. In one or two of them, indeed, very different feelings
may arise. Habit sometimes acts so powerfully on a seaman’s
nature, that all his pleasing associations are of a nautical cha-
racter, and whatever interrupts their train is to him a positive evil.
To such a character the appearance of land, so dear to others,
brings with it no pleasing emotion, and is irksome in proportion to
his chances of delay. — The professor, or admirer of the pictorial art,
dwells on the exterior characters of the scene, collects all the
great traits by which a sublime picture is formed, and anticipates
the interior beauties of the country of which he contemplates the
outline.—The speculator on human character, varied by the mo-
difying influence of climate, religion, and government, takes his
own species as the subject of his examination. As the inhabitants
of different classes appear, he combines them in an imaginary so-
ciety, owing its character to his previous conclusions, but which he
expects will be found consistent with reality. — Over all these, the
naturalist has many advantages both with respect to pleasurable ex-
pectation and the chances of its fulfilment. The objects of his
studies are infinitely numerous, and each in its simple relations is so
completely a centre of observation, that he must always be repaid for
the labour of research. On first entering the harbour of Rio Janeiro,
he feels unutterable delight. No apprehension of disappointment
darkens his prospect. The certainty of meeting Nature in her gayest
and most exalted colours, in all her varied and attracted forms, gives
him unmixed enjoyment. The brilliant tints of the mountain foliage
feed his botanical imagination, whilst the dazzling insects which
flutter about the ship tell to him the stores of animated nature. As

a geologist, he may almost remain on the deck of the vessel and pro-
*c
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secute his labours. Immense ridges of primitive mountains, traversed
by deep ravines, and rising in succession to the very boundary of
his vision, afford him an ample subject of interesting investigation.

Long before the Alceste reached her anchorage, the firing of
cannon at regular intervals announced the occurrence of some great
public event, and as soon as we communicated with other ships in
the harbour, we were informed of the death of the Queen of Por-
tugal. Vessels of all nations that were at this time lying off St.
Sebastian, showed their respect to the King of Portugal by crossing
their yards, hoisting flags half mast high, and firing guns every five
minutes. The Alceste followed their example ; and as a farther mark
of respect, the British Ambassador determined to appear on shore
with some outward badge of mourning, and requested the gentlemen
of his suite to do the same. .

It was the afternoon before we anchored, and dark before I could
gratify my impatience to visit the shore. The city of St. Sebastian
has undergone so little alteration since it was described by Mr. Bar-.
row, that any account of it which I could give from my limited
means of observation would be superfluous. The darkness of the
night prevented my seeing much of the inhabitants, but those. who
did fall under my passing notice were priests riding in their carriages,
friars in procession, and ladies peeping from latticed doors. In com-
pany with some friends I hastened to the Caza de Pasto in the
Rua D’Alfandaga, the best English hotel in the place, which, al-
though it did not possess the comforts of a similar establishment
at home, afforded no ordinary fare, and very civil treatment made us
less fastidious respecting our entertainment. Having partaken of a
supper at which we were supplied with tolerable claret at three
shillings a bottle, we enquired for beds. The house contained no
distinct bed-rooms and but few beds; but in a large billiard-room,
with the assistance of the billiard-table, chairs, and sofas, our party,
though numerous, mustered a sufficient number of separate resting
.places. The dread of musquitoes, the scourge of Europeans in hot
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countries, did not disturb our repose, and we were glad to ﬁnd in
the morning that we had not suffered from their attack.*

I set out at an early hour on my return to the ship, and on my way
through the town had an opportunity of taking a hasty glance at the
morning employments of some of its inhabitants. Walking by the
chief fountain which supplies the city, I was surprised at the great
number of slaves who were waiting with vessels to receive in succes- .
sion a measured quantity of water, and I witnessed the same scene at
whatever hour in the day I passed this spot. St. Sebastian is badly
supplied with this article, dithough numerous springs rise every where
in its neighourhood within the distance of one or two miles. But the
Portuguese in this country require some powerful and present neces-
sity to rouse them to any great exertion, and it is less a matter of
wonder that they suffer this inconvenience to exist, than that they -
ever should have attempted and completed so extensive a work as
the aqueduct which supplies the city.

In passing the fish and vegetable market at the southern ext.remlty
of the town, every sense I possessed became disagreeably impressed.
My hearing, by the jargon of the different languages used by the
slaves who were bartering for their masters, and by the old women
who were endeavouring to obtain the highest price for their articles
of sale. My sense of sight and of smell, by a horrible combination of
every sort of filth, which sent forth the most sickening effluvia that
ever exhaled from the corruption of a charnel-house. The very air
tasted of putridity, and my clothes felt unctuous to the touch from
accidental contamination. Some of my companions who were old
travellers felt .disposed to joke at my squeamishness, and having
bought a large quantity of fruit and fish, hired a canoe which camed
us and our steaming cargo on board.

* A drought had prevailed at Rio for some weeks previous to our visit, which is always
unfavourable to the propagation of these formidable insects. I have found that rubbing
the skin with camphorated oil is the best protection against their attack.

c 2
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“On reaching the ship, I prepared every thing for making collections-
of plants, and set off in company with some friends on an excursion
to the Braganza shore.* We landed at the foot of a small fort, which
was in a state of as complete disservice as it is possible to imagine.
The guns, from their rust and the rottenness of their carriages, could
be formidable only to those who should attempt to discharge them.
Yet as the war had but recently terminated, and this fort commanded
an important part of the harbour, it might have been expected to be in
a tolerable state of repair. . From the fort we divided ourselves into
different groups, and ascending the rocky hills that surrounded
us, entered the woods which every where covered their summits.
Taking a road which led-through one of the thickest, I soon found
myself encompassed by all the beauties of Flora. Sensations never
before experienced, for some minutes, entirely overwhelmed me.
It was the first time that I had ever seen the glorious productions
of a tropical climate in their native soil. Plants, which in England
are reared at great expense, and obtain under the best management
but a puny and uncharacteristic form, flourished around me in all the
vigour and luxuriance of their perfect being. A thick coppice was
formed by numerous species of cassia caesalpinia and bauhinia, whose
gay colours and elegant forms were curiously contrasted with the
grotesque characters of the aloe and the cactus. The trunks of the
farest-trees were covered with beautiful creepers, and parasitic ferns
occupied their branches. Emerging from the waod, I entered groves
of orange-trees, bearing fruit and flowers in the greatest profusion.
I approached them in wonder, and scarcely dared to taste their abun-
dant produce, when I was astonished by receiving permission to gather
them in any quantity ; and this permission was not confined to myself,
but granted to all my companions, who successively visited the place of
their growth. Indeed, nothing could surpass the liberality of the
proprietors of orange-groves, or of the Portuguese peasantry whom I

* The shore on the opposite side of the harbour to that on which the city of St. Sebas-
tian stands.
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met with in my different excursions in the neighbourhood of Rio.
Whenever they could understand me they gratified my wishes in the
most prompt and obliging manner. Having laden myself with plants,
I returned in the evening along the rocky beach to my boat, walking
at every step over land-crabs and the larvee of insects, whose numbers
. gave an appearance of animation to the soil.

On the following morning I again visited the town; and, having
procured horses, went with two of the officers of the Alceste on a
visit to the Sugar-Loaf Mountain, but was unable to approach it very
near. I ascertained, however, that it was surrounded by interesting
scenery, and determined to revisit 1t by water the suoceedmg
mormng ,

-~ Returning from my ride through the city of St. Sebastlan, I fell
in with a group of negro slaves who were assembled at the corner
of a street, listening with great delight to one of their own tribe
playing on a very rude musical instrument. . It consisted of a few
wires fixed to a small square frame, placed over. a large segment of
the shell of the coco-nut. I requested one of his companions to
accompany the instrument with his voice, which he immediately did,
in a monotonous, though not unpleasing tone. Another performer
accompanied the last notes by wild and expressive gesticulations, in
which he was followed by most of the bye-standers. It was more
than probable that national remembrances animated both performers
and auditors. Nothing less powerful, surely, could excite the strong
emotion which agitated their frames; and I was, in some measure,
confirmed in this opinion by what followed. Having bought the
instrument, Islung it on my arm, and rode with it through the streets
to the English hotel. Every slave whose eye caught my appendage
uttered as I passed a cry of surprise: it was also one of joy and
exultation. His dark countenance assumed the liveliest expression,
and his whole attitude marked the strong sensation excited by the
appearance of a stranger, a white and a free man, bearing, perhaps,
his national emblem, under such circumstances, reviving the recol-
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lection of that liberty and that home from which he had been impiously
and for ever torn. *

The mumber of slaves imported into Rio Janeiro has greatly
increased during the last year, in consequence of the abolition which
is to take place in five years, according to the treaty between the
British and Portuguese governments. But although this effect of
British interference in behalf of suffering humanity is mueh to be
deplored, the great and beneficial alteration which it has produced
in the treatment of its unfortunate objects more than compensates
the temporary evil. With the view of obtaining a stock of slaves
that may supply the wants of the colony when the trade in them.
shall have become unlawful, the Portuguese have adopted the
measure of selecting from the market the most vigorous and hand-
some of the two sexes, and establishing them in pairs in different
parts of their estates. The object of this plan is sufficiently obvious,
and it will probably be obtained. Promiscuous and. unrestrained
intercourse has been much allowed among the slaves in Rio Janeiro,
and experience has of course shown that it is unfavourable to popu-
lation. Whilst a ready, cheap, and exhaustless supply was open, slave-
owners cared very little about tke best means of keeping up their
stock by breeding; but they have been induced by the apprehension
that the trade will become contraband at the-expiration of five years,
to attempt every possible method of increasing the number of their
buman cattle; and as this cannot be accomplished without attention
to good feeding and general comfort, they will, probably, (without
any better feelings on the score of humanity,) render the state of
slavery more tolerable amongst them. I blush to observe the
phraseology I use in writing of my fellow men, but I can in no other

* On the subject of the slave-trade in South America, I had collected some facts
during my short continuance at Rio, which I had intended to give as illustrative of its
extent, increase, cruelty, and impolicy; but I find in the lucid and ample details of
Mr. Koster, so complete a developement of every circumstance which it involves, that any
detail from me respecting it, would be equally useless and impertinent.
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way express the relation which exists between the master and his
slave. : ‘

It is affirmed that three-fourths of the population of St. Sebastian
are blacks; and, indeed, their visible number is so great, that a
stranger unacquainted with the slave-trade, and visiting this city,
might imagine that the slaves were its proper inhabitants, and their
masters its -casual dwellers. He would also be liable to conclude
that its municipal laws were not very effective, as he could scarcely
traverse a street without meeting troops of Africans chained together,
dragging heavy clogs, or exhibiting on their shoulders the marks of
lashes.

It was stated that within the last year, twenty thousand had been
imported into the province of Rio Janeiro through the port of St.
Sebastian, a part of whom filled the markets, and others had not yet
disembarked. A ship-load of them was one of the first objects which
met our sight on reaching the harbour. They were arranged upon
~deck, tier above tier, and their bare heads and uniform countenances,
(uniform from equal expression of despondence,) exhibited a frightful
picture of aggregate misery. It may be thought, perhaps, that since
the slave-trade is diminishing, and the state of slavery ameliorating,
these remarks are unnecessary; but, in my opinion, the subject is
not an exhausted one. Those countries that have consented through
the interference of England to its abolition, have done so most reluc-
tantly, and in no instance from principle. They all carry it on in a
smuggling manner ; and unless the good sense and humanity of the
enlightened part of mankind be constantly on the watch against the
sordid views of those persons whose immediate interest and opinions
favour this bloody traffic, it will rise to all its former capabilities
of inducing human misery, although its practices may not be so
flagrantly displayed to the world. I much fear, from what I have
heard, that in some of our own colonies, human bondage yet exists
in its worst form, and still operates in producing its peculiar effect
that of hardening the heart of man against the sufferings of his fellow-
creatures. »
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"It ought always to be kept in mind that the slave-trade, and not
slavery, has been attempted to be abolished ; that both exist in
several parts of- the world in the full possession of their horrid attri-
butes; and, to use the words of -an elogtient writer, « that from
slavery in. its mildest form, oppression, injustice, and cruelty are
inseparable. These crimes have, from the beginning of it, formed
its basis, and without them it can no more subsist than a house
without a foundation.”

I visited the Sugar-Loaf Mountain by water on the following da.y,
and forgot, in the delightful scenery of its vicinage, my previous
unpleasant reflections. As I approached a small fort near its base,
I was challenged by a sentry, who ordered me to land, and to satisfy
his officer respecting my object in visiting the coast. I obeyed,
and was.led into a fortress, strong in itself, but overlooked by the
adjacent hills. Its commandant questioned me at first rather roughly
as to my intention in coming there; but as soon as he ascertained
the nature of my pursuits, and that I belonged to.the British embassy,
he became very civil, and described to me the nearest way to the
foot of the mountain.

The Sugar-Loaf Mountain is a huge entire rock of granite, seven
hundred feet in height, and owes its name to its conical form. It
stands by itself, and the side facing the harbour is nearly perpendicular
throughout. I had hoped to ascend to its summit, but the appearance
of its precipitous sides effectually prevented my making the attempt.
The scenery about its base was more pleasing than any other which
I had an opportunity of seeing while at Rio Janeiro. Other parts of
the country afforded views more imposing, fromthe immensity of their
features ; but they rather disappointed than satisfied the mind, from
its incapacity to grasp their extent. On the contrary, in the neigh-
bourhood of this mountain, they are on a scale within the compass
of the mind’s observation, and yet possess those characters of wild-
ness, richness, and grandeur, which mark the landscape of this
country. Standing on the beach, with my back to the sea, I had
immediately before me the dark face of the mountain rising from a
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wood of flowering trees. On my right hand, the same wood climbed;
in a curve, the sides of precipitous :ground, and was intersected by
winding paths leading to a rugged rock. On the verge of this hung
a picturesque cottage, and at its foot, groves of orange trees afforded
a retreat from- an unclouded sup, whose beams, darting through. the
intervals of their foliage, exhibited beautiful contrasts of light- and
shade. On my left, the: land sloped in gentle undulations towards
the sea, into which it ran in a narrow and rocky ‘premontory: on
this was built the fort near which I.had landed. The effect of the
scene was much heightened by the cooling sea-breezes; which;
blowing over fields of flowers, came charged with delicious: fragrance.
. Having satiated myself with the contemplation of the objects
around me, and collected many interesting birds, insects, and plants,
I returned to my boat, and. coasted along the rocky shore,” which
runs in steep declivities to the water’s edge. I gathered on my way
several specimens of Fuci and Confervee, which included a greater
number of species, than from the reported barrenness of these shores
I had been led to expect. I doubt not, that a botanist, with a suffi-
cient command of time, might collect from them treasures that would
more than repay. him for the trouble of his research. It is true, that
as the shores are rocky and steep, they are seldom thrown upon land;
and must therefore be gathered from their places of growth, which
cannot be accomplished without frequently wadmg ; but this, in-ahot
climate, is both wholesome and pleasant.

My next excursion led me to the Botanic Garden, distant about
six miles from the town of St. Sebastian. The day was excessively
hot ; and my walk was through a deep sandy lane ; but small houses
of refreshment were numerous on the side of the road, which afforded
the means of allaying thirst, at the most moderate expense: for
three half-pence, as much lemonade, or . weak brandy and water,
was handed to me, as I could prudently drink. Such beverage
would have been more grateful, had it partaken less of a loeal cha-
racter ; but as a traveller, I did mot scruple to swallow, at every
draught,. a considerable number of ‘ants, and a -proportionate quané

D
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tity of dirt. .On reaching the Botanic Garden, I received from the
kindness of Senhor Gomez, its curator, refreshment of a more sub-
stantial and attractive kind.

The Botanic Garden is of considerable extent; and if its support
by the Portuguese government was proportionate to the zeal of its
superintendant, and the means of its improvement, it would become
the first establishment of the kind in the world. The climate would
favour the growth of all the plants of the east; and there can be no
doubt, that such of them as afford commercial produce, might be
cultivated with success and profit. But it has no other care bestowed
on its management than what it receives through the judgment and
exertion of Senhor Gomez, whose particular appointment is that of
superintendant of some powder-mills situated in its neighbourhood.

This gentleman has, notwithstanding the defects of its establishment,
contrived through the aid of a few Chinese gardeners, to cultivate
the Tea-plant with great success. It was in seed at the time of my
visit, and its leaves had been repeatedly and effectively manufactured.
The process pursued is very simple. The leaves are gathered in the
month of January, after heavy falls of rain, before they are wholly
expanded, care being taken that no foot-stalks are mingled with them ;
they are then put into an iron vessel, and exposed to heat till they begin
to shrink ; when they are taken out, and rolled between the hands till
they become spirally folded. They are then returned into the vessel,
and again exposed to heat till it becomes intolerable to the hand, which
oontinually agitates them, to prevent their burning ; and thus the
process is finished.

Many other Chinese plants, besndes the Tea, were growing in the
garden in full vigour. Amongst these, the Tallow-tree (Stillingia
Sebifera), the Wax-tree (Ligustrum Lucidum), and Camellia Sesan-
qua, were the most conspicuous. The last-mentioned plant, Senhor
Gomez was disposed to call the Thea Oleifera, from the belief, that
it is not a Camellia, but a Thea, and that it is the Oil-plant of the
Chinese. In the former opinion, he is probably correct; in the
latter, he accords with the statement of others; but in another part
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of this work, I shall have occasion to show, that the Camellia sasan-
qua is not the oil plant of the Chinese.  The Cactus opuntia, which
was formerly cultivated in this garden for the purpose of rearing the
Cochineal insect, is now altogether neglected.

The Ipecacuanha plant of the Brazils grows in great quantity in
the woods in the neighbourhood of the Botanic Garden, whence
it is collected by the country people for the market. I lamented
much, that the shortness of my stay at Rio di Janeiro prevented my
obtaining this plant, of which so many confused accounts have
been given. The difficulty of determining the plants producing the
* Ipecacuanha of commerce, appears to have been occasioned by the
‘supposition, that it is entirely derived from one species; whereas
there can be no doubt that it is afforded by two at least of different
genera. A short history of the descriptions given of these by various
-writers, will perhaps be decisive in showing from what plants it is all
obtained. , o

Piso and Margraave were the first who described the Ipecacuanha
plant of the Brazils, but neither their figures nor descriptions were
sufficiently precise to determine its genus. In 1781, Linnzeus pub-
lished a description which he had received from Mutis, governor of
Santa Fe, of the Ipecacuanha plant of New Spain, under the genus
Psychotria.* In 1801, a complete monograph of the Ipecacuanha
plant of the Brazils was published by Broterot, at Lisbon,
from specimens furnished to him by Bernardino Antonio Gomez,
-who accompanied them by a dissertation on the characters, pro-
perties and culture of the plant. It was named by these authors
Callicocca ipecacuanha. The plant of Gomez and Brotero has since
been confounded with that of Mutis : in other words, the Psychotria
emetica of Linnzeus, and the Callicocca Ipecacuanha of Brotero,
have been referred to the same plant} by Persoon, who has described

A

* Linn. Suppleﬁ. Plant. p. 144.  + Memoria sobre A. Ipecacuanha Fusca, p. 57.
t Persoon, Synopsis, p. 203.
*p2
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it under the genus Cephaelis. That they are essentially distinct,
however, will readily appear from the comparison of their descrip-
tions given in the Appendix.* Humboldt{ and Bonpland have
also very lately described and figured the Psychotria emetica as the
Ipecacuanha of New Spain.

The Callicocca ipecacuanha grows, according to Brotero, in shady
and moist places in Pernambuco, Bahia, Rio di Janeiro, and othes
provinces of the Brazils. The Psychotria emetica according to Hum-
boldt ¢ is cultivated in the warm and humid valleys of the mountains
of San Lucar, near Simiti and Giron ; and also in the district called
La Vara de Guammoco, to the west of the river Magdalen.” It is
therefore evident, that two plants of different genera, one a native of
North, the other of South America, produce the Ipecacuanha of com-
merce. The first reaches Europe from Carthagena in America, by
the way of Cadiz ; and the latter probably from the ports of St. Se-
bastian and St. Salvador, through Lisbon. ’

The plant which grows in the neighbourhood of the Botanic Garden
was, indeed, supposed by Senhor Gomez, to be the Psychotria emetica
of Linnzeus ; but the description with which he favoured me proves,
I think, that it is the Callicocca of Brotero.

Two other plants also grew in the immediate vicinity of t.he
Botanic Garden, which possess emetic and purgative properties, but
in a less degree than the Psychotria or Callicocca. These are also
ccollected for medicinal purposes, and are sometimes confounded with,
and sold for the true Ipecacuanha. They are the Rickardia scabra
of Linneeus, called in Rio the White Ipecacuanha, probably the

A

* Sce Appendix, A. + Plantes Equinoxiales.
t ¢ Calix — Involucrum tetraphyllum.
Corolla — Infundibuliform: 5 fid.
Stamina — 5 intra tubum. Antheris simplicibus.
Pistillum — Germen ovatum. Stilus brevis. Stigm: bifid :
Pericarp. Bacca flaccida 2 sperm.. Semina, arillata, sulcata, contorta, hinc
convexa, inde plana.”
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Ipecacounha Blanca of Piso, and the Viola Ipecacuanha of Linnseus,
known under the name of the false Ipecacusnha. . . v 4

During the time I remained at the Botanic Garden, I received
every possible attention from S. Gomez, and lamented much thas
the advance of the day obliged me to quit it when I had seen only
a small portion of its treasures.

As I returned to St. Sebastian, Iy path was ﬂlummated by
myriads of fire flies, whirling in the air, or lighting on trees. At a
distance these insects resembled stars of great brilliancy, but as I
approached them, their rapid and varied motion, and their vivid
scintillations amidst dense foliage, disclosing patches of its most
attractive hues, exhibited a transporting scene of novelty and beauty.
It was perhaps equalled by the waves of silvery light, over which
the boat glided that carried me from the shore to the Alcéste.

One more excursion completed my opportunities of examining the
scenery and productions of Rio. In this I visited many of the
islands, scattered in great numbers over its harbour. These are much
diversified in their forms, but are all of a similar geological struc-
ture. Their basis is granite, with large flesh-coloured crystals of
Felspar. Their surface is a thin but rich soil of a red colour, and
- formed by the decomposition of the rock beneath. They are clathed
with a luxuriant foliage, mingled with blossoms, whose colour and
fragrance is only surpassed by the flavour and refreshing qualities of
their fruits. Oranges, bananas, Cashew apples, and water melons,
are their common produce. o :

These islands vary very much in size, bemg from 200 yards to.one
mile in diameter, and are frequently occupied by a single habitation.
The oranges which grow on them were larger, more juicy, and of a
better flavour than any I had tasted from the main land. The sailors
were permitted to gather them in any quantity, with no other request
on the part of their owners, than that care should be taken not to
break the branches of the trees.

These well clothed  islands are in. some .respects: less. mtereetmg
than the bare rocks in their neighbourhood, which rise ip isolated
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masses from the surface of the water. They are generally of a conical
form, rising from 10 to 50 feet in height, and are seldom more
than 60 or 100 feet in circumference. They seem to be the’apices
" of cones, whose bases are under water. I sounded round one of
the smallest, and found within a yard of its side 15 feet water, which
rapidly deepened as I withdrew from it. The larger of these rocky
islets do not consist of single masses, but are broken into several of
singular shapes. -In more than one instance, I saw a large cone of
granite, 30 feet high, split from its very apex to its base, the parts
of which had seceded against their gravity ; proving, I imagine, that
their separation could not have been the consequenee of disinte-
gration. Was it produced by a cause coéval with their appearance
above the surface of the water?

Could I have dwelt on the appearances presented by the exposed
surfaces of these rocks, I should have found perhaps many interesting
geological facts, traced upon them in very legible characters. But
the time I was enabled to spend in their examination allowed me to
derive little else from their contemplation than the pain of awak-
ened, but unsatisfied curiosity.

My pursuits having separated me ﬁ'om the suite of His Excellency,
I lost the opportunity of witnessing the funeral solemnities of the
Queen of Portugal. But from the information I obtained from those
who saw them, I missed but little which my imagination had not
supplied. I heard the tolling of bells, and the firing of cannon; and
when to these my fancy added their other elements in the church,
illumination, magnificent bier, chanting, and solemn response; in
the streets, the glare of torches, priests, and nobles in procession,
crowds of by-standers, and soldiers keeping the ground, I formed
a picture which, if not agreeable to reality, was at least satisfactory
to myself.

- On taking leave of Rio de Janeiro, I feel desirous of leaving on
the minds of my readers some general notion of the characteristic
features of the city of St. Sebastian, and of the country in its neigh-
bourhood; but I fear any description in my power to give would be
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inadequate to this object. The strongest efforts of the imagination
cannot picture any thing so heavenly as the country, or so disgusting
as the town. The first contains many of the noblest works of nature in
their greatest freshness and beauty, on a magnificent scale ; the latter
exhibits all the disgusting objects which pride, slavery, laziness, and
filth can possibly engender. When I state that the face of high
mountains is often covered with a sheet of blossom, a faint appre-
hension may perhaps be formed of the beauties of the country; but
when I aver. that on entering some parts of the town, I almost
lamented that I had an organ of smell, I give no idea of the stench
which exhales from the accumulated ordure of its streets.
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CHAPTER IL

Tue Alceste left the harbour of Rio de Janeiro on the morning of
the 31st of March, and after a very rapid passage, arrived off the Cape
of Good Hope, and anchored in Table Bay, on the aﬁemoon of the
18th of April. o

- 'We'remained at the Cape till the 5th of May, when the Alceste
salled for the Straights of Sunda. -The Lyra'and General Hewitt
had been dispatched nine days before, but our superior sailing enabled
us to gain rapidly upon them, and we anchored in Anyer Roads on
the 9th of June, two days after them.

Whilst at anchor I had an opportunity of examining a large shark,
which was taken the day after our arrival. This animal, which mea-
sured twelve feet in length, was torn in pieces by the sailors the
instant it was fairly on deck. They drew from its stomach a whole
buffaloe’s hide, two buffaloes’ tails, one whole fowl, and the bones of
another, the remains of several snakes, and a mass of matter of
which it was impossible to ascertain the nature.

With some difficulty I made sufficient interest with its furious
mutilators, to obtain its eye, the structure of which I was anxious
to learn. It is supported on a firm cartilaginous stem, which
arises from the bottom of the socket¥®, and passing by the side of
the optic nerve, is articulated to the ball by a joint which permits
motion in every direction. This joint is the centre of motion
to six strong muscles that arise from the interior of the orbit,
and are so inserted in the ball of the eye, that their whole action

* This structure has been pointed out by a celebrated naturalist, who considers the
cartilaginous stem as a lever to the muscles. The same naturalist also observes, that
the stem is articulated with the lower partof the orbit. Legons d’Anatomie Comparéc,
tom. ii. p. 425.
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amounts to the circumference of a circle, whose diameter is that of
the portion of the ball comprehended within their points of insertion.
This organisation seems necessary in the shark, which takes its prey
by turning on its back, to enable it to keep its object in view when
preparing to seize it. The eye balanced on a pivot is obviously
capable of a greater extent of motion, in any direction, than when.
imbedded in the gelatinous matter, which lines the eye-sockets of
most other fish.

With the shark I obtained a specimen of the sucking fish, (Eche-
neis Remora,) which I mentiomr chiefly to remark, that it adheres as
strongly to any surface when dead as alive. It is very difficult to
‘remove it from any body to which it is applied, by pulling it perpen-~
dicularly, or backwards, but it readily yields when drawn off in the
direction of its head. On examining its organ of adhesion with a
lens, the cause of this readily appears. The plates composing it,
which look single and membranous to the naked eye, under a mieros-
cope are seen to be divided each into several smaller plates, and
armed with a row of fine teeth directed hackwards. T was not sur-
prised that its English name had produced a steady belief in some
of my ship-mates, that it derived nourishment from the shark to
which it adhered. ,

This fish has no air-bladder, and must therefore (as its fins and
tail are, small) depend chiefly on the animals to which it is attached
for progressive motion. For the same reason it cannot go in
search of food, but must depend on something that passes near it for
subsistence. The stomach of the specimen which I examined
contained some filmy matter which looked like the remains of
zoophytes.

These notices may appear of little importance. I insert them:
from the conviction, that if every observation was recorded which. -
has been made on the structure and habits of rare animals by those
who have seen them alive, and in their native climates, much valuable
information would now eéxist which is lost to the world. I know
from experience, that many individuals of a ship are often well qua-

E
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lified to ascertain important facts on both these points. I have
repeatedly seen an ardent curiosity excited by my pursuits in the
minds of those whose general habits of life would appear least likely
to render them observers of nature ; and I have been indebted to their
industry, intelligence, and kindness, for the possession of a number of
specimens and remarks, which, if they had not been unfortunately
lost in the shipwreck of the Alceste, would better prove than words
the correctness of my statement.

The medical officers of ships of war, and of Indiamen, are especially
fitted for the pursuit of natural history, and still more so for that
of comparative anatomy, and they do frequently make these depart-
ments of knowledge the objects of their study. But their modesty,
looking to the extent of knowledge embraced by the masters of
science, underrates the value of their acquirements. . Many also are
deterred from aiming at discovery, from the belief that they cannot
tread a path which has not been before explored, or that the quan-
tity of information necessary to give effect to their endeavours, requires
exclusive occupation v obtain. But, surely, no part of knowledge
is yet exhausted, and much that has been done requires to be modi-
fied; and it is one of the peculiar advantages of the present age,
that the lover of natural history, instead of toiling through myriads
of books to ascertain the amount of existing information on any of
the subjects of his research, may find it comprised in a few volumes.
But let me quit a subject which may be considered as irrelevant to
the nature of this work ; and which, if pursued, might lead into a
wide field of statement and discussion.

Means of conveyance having been provided to take Lord Amherst
and the gentlemen of his suite overland to Batavia, they set off on the
morning of the 11th June for Sirang, which is about half-way between
Anyer Point and Batavia. His Excellency, with his usual attention
to the furtherance of my pursuits, permitted me to select my own
mode of travelling. I therefore took possession of a dooly, and
accompanied by Mr. Havell, who also preferred this mode of travel-
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ling, commenced my journey in the rear of the carriages which con-
veyed the other gentlemen of the embassy. *

It was dark before I arrived at the house of Col. Yules, the resident
of the district of Sirang, from whose hospitality I obtained the plea-
sure of remaining in a part of Java interesting in the highest degree
from its scenery and productions, during the stay of the Embassador
at Batavia.

At day-light the following morning, Lord Amherst and many of
the gentlemen quitted Sirang for Batavla, leaving behind Mr. Havell
and myself.

As my stay was to be limited to a few days, I consulted with
several gentlemen at Col. Yules respecting objects of interest in the
neighbourhood of Sirang, and directed my attention to those whith
were more immediately within my reach. Of these, Gunong Karang,
a volcanic mountain distant about 18 miles S. E. of Sirang, parti-
cularly excited my curiosity, through the accounts that I received of
its magnificent crater. I therefore, at three o’clock in the afternoon
of the 13th June, left Sirang in company with Capt. Soady, intend-
ing to sleep at the native village of Plassur Pittee, situated on its
declivity.

Our way, during the first half of the journey, lay through a plain
highly cultivated, covered with rice fields, and intersected by rivulets.
By the side of the road, at the distance of every three or four miles,
we met with small sheds, intended as stations for coolies or porters,
who relieve each other in transporting packages, or who act as bearers
of palanquins. They also serve as places of refreshment, their neigh-
bourhood always abounding in cocoa-nut trees and bananas; the
fruit of which, together with the areca-nut, and betel-leaf, are exposed

* A dooly is a kind of palanquin formed of bamboo, and resembling in shape a small
house. It is well defended from the weather, and is carried by four or eight men, accord-
ing to the size, who support it by transverse pieces of bamboo crossing the ends of poles
which pass along its sides. Double sets of bearers generally attend it, to render the
burden as light as possible, and they are relieved every four miles, by fresh relays.

E 2
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for sale on a small table in the centre of the shed. The areca-nut,
betel-leaf, and a small quantity of slaked lime, form the favourite
masticatory of the Javanese. The better class carry them constantly
about their persons in boxes sometimes of rather elegant forms, one
of which is figured in the annexed engraving. Some of them add
to this. appendage two small instruments¥*, with which they bruise
the ingredients for mastication before they take them into their
mouths. One of these is a small hollow cylinder, having a piston
which works within it. Having drawn back the piston, they fill the
cylinder with the areca-nut, betel-leaf, and lime, and bruise them.
with an instrument shaped like a chisel, by working it about in the

3]

* These instruments are shown by figures No. 4 and 5.
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hollow of the cylinder. Having done this, they place its open end
between the lips, and forcing down the piston, drive the masticatory
into their mouths. But these instruments are, I suspect, confined to
old men, who use them' as a substitute for teeth. We halted at one
of the sheds, about half-way on our journey, and partook of the never-
failing and ever-grateful beverage in this climate, cocoa-nut juice.
This fluid is very sensibly cool when taken from a nut fresh gathered,
and as far as my experience goes, is free from any deleterious qua-
lities. The end of the nut in a green state, is readily cut off with a
strong knife, and the juice is drunk from the opening thus made.
The natives climb the tall tapering palms which produce this fruit,
with wonderful dexterity; oftentimes ascending them without arti-
ficial aid, depending on their hands and feet for support. Sometimes,
however, they notch the trees, or place against them long and thick
bamboos, to which they affix a row of pegs that serve as the steps
of a ladder.

Soon after leaving this place, the road, which' before was tolerably
level, became rugged, continually ascending, and sometimes' very
steep.- The scenery on each side was composed of  hillocks speckled
with clumps of trees. At their base ran mountain torrents, in which
natives were watering their buffaloes. On our right, Gunong Karang
rose majestically in the back ground; and smoke ascending above
trees, marked the-site of the village of Plassur Pittee. As we ad-
vanced, the inequality of the ground increased, and had obliged the
natives to cut it into terraces, for the cultivation of rice.  These
they had irrigated by filling up the bed of a stream at an elevated
point, where its waters were first required. Having overflown the
first, or uppermost field, it passed to:a second; from a second to a
third, till it reached the lowermost, when it was led into its old chan-
nel by a trench cut for the purpose. I was informed that the natives
obtain from their paddy fields two crops of rice annually, in the high
lands. Besides rice, they obtain two crops of esculent vegetables ;
sweet potatoes, and after these, cucumbers with a species of bean.
They allow no repose to the soil, which is a rich vegetable mould
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constantly watered by rains and heavy dews, and fertilised by moun-
tain torrents charged with the decay of vegetation, and the moulder-
ing of rocks. The method of reaping in Java is the same as in many
other parts of the East: the stems of the corn are divided singly.
The instrument used by the Javanese for this purpose is shown by
Fig. 10. in the wood engraving. '

Continuing our route, we entered, about eight miles short of Plassur
Pittee, an extensive forest formed of distinct woods, which were
separated from each other by plains of the richest greén: over these
were strewn the huts of the natives surrounded by palms contrasting
with trees of freer foliage. The natives, in their picturesque dresses,
were every where issuing with their buffaloes from the woods, or
loitering with careless indifference in their shade. The beauty of the
picture could not be surpassed ; and its various parts so harmonised
together, that in their adjustment, nature seemed to have been directed
by the hand of design.

Having passed two miles of this delightful region, we turned
suddenly to the right, and soon lost all marks of a beaten track.
My companion, notwithstanding he had previously visited the moun-
tain, missed the path, and became entirely bewildered. Night would
probably have overtaken us in a situation where beasts of prey are
numerous*, but for the natural benevolence of a Javanese, who seeing
us from a distance, guessed our embarrassment, and hastened to our
relief. He pointed out some branches of trees which were fixed in the
ground, and made us understand, that the inhabitants of Plassur
Pittee, when informed of our intended visit, had planted them for our

* Tigers abound on the island of Java. Not far from the spot where I then was, my
companion had been obliged, some time before, to encamp for the night; when a boy
who slept near him was carried off by one of these animals, notwithstanding the pre-
caution of fires. I was informed by Professor Reinwardt, during my last stay in Java, that
no less than thirty persons had been destroyed by them, in the space of two months, near
the village of Buitenzorg. His Excellency Baron Van de Capellan, the present governor
of Java, fell in with three tigers whilst on a shooting excursion, about a mile from his
residence at this place. I saw the skin of one which was shot by his party.
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guidance, and that we should find them continued to the village, which
was distant about three miles. Thus directcd, we pursued our route
till within about a mile of our destination, when the precipitous nature
* of the ground obliged us to dismount. Looking back from this spot,
at a fourth of the ascent up the mountain, we commanded a view of
a great extent of country, expanding to the computed distance of
thirty miles. The woods which we had passed seemed to be dwindled
into spots of green, and the huts of the natives were scarcely visible.

At six in the evening we reached Plassur Pittee. This village
stands on a platform that is terraced from the declivity of Gunong
Karang, which towers at its back. The summit of this mountain is
covered with thick and impenetrable woods, which, extending beyond
the village, flank it on both sides.

We were surrounded by the villagers as soon as we arrived, who
busied themselves in preparing for our accommodation and refresh-
ment. To defend us from the cold and damp of the evening, and to
keep off the musquitoes, they lighted fires about the hut intended
for our reception. Looking at these men armed with daggers, and
formed into groups about the fires, and reflecting that we were
defenceless in the midst of a people who had been often represented as
assassins, I felt something like alarm, and the first incident I met
with for a moment increased it. Whilst examining a lamp sus-
pended before the door of a hut, the natives who had been lying
around me on the ground hastily started up, and seizing a bundle of
lighted bamboos, ran towards me. My apprehension was needless.
Observing me handle the lamp, they imagined I wished for a light,
and their sudden movement was the consequence of their zeal to
please me.

On entering the hut, I found my companion seated with the Ingabz*
at a table covered with bananas and oranges. Having added to
these some of our own stores, we soon found ourselves perfectly

* Native district officer.
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at our ease. The hut consisted of three apartments, separated
from each other by bamboo mats ; the centre, apen at both ends, was
our sitting-room ; the others, divided from it by matting, formed our
bed-rooms. A plank of wood, simply hewn from a tree, and sup-
ported on four legs of bamboo, formed our table, and our seats were
of similar construction. Three lamps of different forms lighted our
apartment ; one étanding on the table consisted of a small block of
wood, in which was fixed a piece of bamboo supporting a segment of a
cocoa-nut ; the second was the half of an oblong fruit hollowed in its
centre, and through its sides was passed a slip of bamboo, by
which it was suspended ; the third was more complex in its fabrica-
tion, and more elegant in its shape. Each was furnished with cocoa-
nut oil.

Our beds were bamboo frames, covered with mats; on these,
with our saddles for pillows, we passed the night. I suffered severely
from cold, the thermometer having fallen in the evening, between
the hours of six and twelve, from seventy-five to sixty-six degrees.
Leslie’s hygrometer marked the point of extreme moisture.

At day-break we recommenced our journey to the crater of the
mountain, accompanied by natives in great numbers, part of them
being appointed as guides by the Ingabi, the others attracted by
curiosity. The ascent of the mountain from the village was ex-
tremely steep from its commencement; and although a road had
been cut by the natives through a wood, over a narrow ridge,
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between two deep ravines, its difficulties would have been insur-

mountable but for the methods used to overcome its greatest obstruc-

tions. Whenever it was very' precipitous, with no projections of"
the roots of trees by which to cling, strong bamboos were placed

perpendicularly in the ground on either side of the path, and branches

of trees were hung transversely between them, forming flights of steps

which, in some places, continued for fifty feet. Having ascended

for about an hour; we reached an open space, from which I had

been promised an extensive prospect, but to our great disappoint-

ment, thick masses of cloud rolled at our feet, and hid every thing

from our sight beyond the distance of a few yards. Having refreshed

ourselves, we again advanced, and in another hour attained a part of
the mountain where a large surface of its rock was entirely exposed.

- It consisted of strata very highly curved in their centre, was compact

in its texture, approached to basalt in general character, and con-

tained radiated zeolite. This exposed mass was on the ridge over

which we passed, and its strata had been probably bent by one of
those eruptions of the volcano which at different periods had con-

vulsed the mountain. The strata were parallel with the sides of the

ravines, to which the line of their disturbance was perpendicular.

The ridge over which we were ascending narrowed as we proceeded,
and the ravines on both sides proportionably enlarged, appearing -
‘to have been the paths of lava at some distant period. Although
thickly clothed with verdure, it was easy, when the clouds occa-
sionally cleared, to trace their general form. They are narrow at
the commencement near the bottom of the mountain, but widen as
they ascend into immense semicircular basins. * Still advancing, and
having completed a large poi'tion of the ascent of the mountain,
we gained the verge of the crater, which it was my principal ob-
ject in this excursion to visit; and now with regret I ascertained, that
without ropes it was impossible to descend to its bottom; and that
there would not be sufficient time to despatch any of our attendants
for them. I was therefore obliged to content myself with the view I
could obtain of it from the point where I stood. Its shape is that of a

F
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horse-shoe, and, like the ravines, its narrowest is its lowest part.
The sides are nearly perpendicular to the apparent depth of three
hundred feet. Their upper part, to within one hundred feet of
their base, is clothed with a thick foliage, but below, quite bare.
The bottom of the crater is formed, as I afterwards ascertained, of
masses of crystallized sulphur, and of sulphur mixed with fine white
voloanic ash. At its narrowest part, which bore south from the point
where I stood, I could distinctly trace ridges, looking, at a distance,
like furrows. Smoke wasissuing from it in many places, which,
rising upwards, surrounded us with a sulphureous atmosphere. Clouds
frequently rolled from the bottom to the top of the crater, and were
in perpetual oscillation, sometimes filling its whole area, and hiding
every object ; then receding and leaving every part visible. The
ground shook beneath us, and appeared to be composed of little
else than the roots of trees and the decay of vegetation. The interval
separating the ravine on the right and the crater on the left, was not
more than two feet in width ; but the thickness of the wood, whilst
it afforded firm handhold, prevented us from observing much danger
in our situation. I had no barometer with me, and therefore could
not accurately measure the elevation of the highest part of the verge
of the crater. Fahrenheit’s thermometer stood at 68° at 11 A. M.,
when in the plains, it was at 84°. and Leslie’s hygrometer* was less
than zero. Water boiled at 206°. _

During our whole ascent we had been surrounded by interesting
plants. The ferns and mosses were especially beautiful. Of the former
the smaller tribes were in the greatest variety ; and the tree ferns
were occasionally so abundant that they formed perfect woods occupy-
ing a considerable space of ground, to the exclusion of other plants.
Of mosses I collected a great number; some of them of a size unusual
to theirorder. In a cave formed in the bare rock, before described,
I found the Polytrichum undulatum, in all respects resembling the

* Of the use and defects in the structure of this instrument, I shall have occasion to
speak in another part of this work.
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British species. It was delightful to find, so far from home, a plant
familiar to my eye, and connected in its associations with the dearest
scenes of my life. .

Amongst the flowering plants, the most remarkable was the Ne-
penthes distillatoria*, which the natives of the mountains call the king
of plants. They believe that the water contained in its basket-like
appendages possesses medicinal properties, and that it strengthens
the sight. This plant grows near the roots of trees, varying much in
size and appearance: in the latter particularly, from bearing, in what
I conceive to be a young state, its peculiar organs without a corre-
sponding leaf. I have seen specimens of the plant with few leaves
and many appendages. I generally found a great number of drowned
insects in the water of these receptacles, but could ascertain nothing
in its taste or smell that was likely to have attracted them. The same
circumstance is met with in Sarracenia adunea.
~ In descending the mountain I was obliged to use great caution,
as the path must always be very slippery, in consequence of the heavy
dews which fall upon the mountain ; the thickness of the woods pre-
preventing their evaporation. On our return it was especially so,
as it was raining heavily during our descent. I stumbled frequently,
" and should have fallen more than once, but for the attention of
the natives. They followed me closely, uttered a cry at every false
step I made, and caught me by the arm whenever I was in danger.
It is impossible to do justice to the active and emulous good-nature
of these mountaineers, who were anxious to excel each other in
rendering me service. During my stay on the mountain I received
great assistance from them in all my pursuits, although they could
not comprehend their object. They were at first much amused at
my collecting plants familiar to their daily observation, yet vied
with each other in gathering them for me. If I pointed to a flower

* When in China, I received specimens of this plant from some islands in the neigh-
bourhood of Macao, which I could not discover to be different from those gathercd on
Gunong Karang. See Note (B) in Appendix.
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at a great elevation, several started to obtain it, and he who suc-
ceeded evidently triumphed in his fortune. Neither was my presence
necessary to excite them to this benevolent activity. . Not being able,
from the advance of the day, to reach the top of the mountain, I
despatched several natives to collect specimens of rocks from it;
and on their return, I was surprised to see them laden with pieces
of rock, bundles of plants, and joints of bamboo full of water col-
lected from hollows at the top of the mountain.  This they seemed
to consider as holy, advising me to wash myself with it as a secu-
rity against danger. But I should exhaust the patience of my reader
were I to mention but a small proportion of the numerous proofs
I personally experienced of the innate principles of benevolence
that enter into the moral character of the Javanese. Not only in
the excursion of which I am now giving the narrative, but during
the whole period of my first and second visit in Java, they repeat-
edly-occurred to me. That their intellectual is equal to their moral
excellence, may be inferred from the specimens of their poetry
which have lately been given to the world. * Yet these are the

eople who have been pursued as beasts of prey, and of whom
upwards of four hundred have been barbarously and uselessly slaugh-
tered T since the island of Java has been given up by the English.
Thank God, I did not hear that any of my countrymen had ever
oppressed them, but often heard, and often saw, that the Javanese
looked upon the English rather as benefactors than as masters,
and it was notorious that the name of Raffles was almost idolized
by them.

The natives whom I saw in the mountain had limbs of more elegant
shape, and greater symmetry of form, than those of the plains; and
also appeared more active in their habits.

’

* See the extensive and valuable work on Java, by Sir Thomas Raffies.

+ See Quarterly Review for August, 1817. I may here remark, that I frequently heard
of the massacre in Java, of which a statement is given in that publication, during my con-
tinuance on that island, and that its horrors have been rather extenuated than aggravated,
by its narrator.
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Having reached Plassur Pittee about 5 o’clock in the evening, we

set off for Pandigalang, a village five miles to the east of the mountain;
and at this place, which was formerly famed for the manufactory of
bracelets, we passed the night.
- On the following morning several natives brought different kinds
of arms and ornaments for sale, in consequence of its having been
given out by the Ingabi, the preceding evening, that I wished to pur-
chase some. There was, however, an evident reluctance to dispose
of them, and it was stated that those only parted from their weapons
who were embarrassed by gaming. Ilearned from general testimony
that the Javanese have a kind of superstitious attachment to their
arms, especially when they have descended to them from their ances-
tors, or have been illustrated by use in war. Of those brought to me,
the kriss was the most remarkable. It is a dagger worn by all classes
of the natives of Java, and by the Malay tribes in its neighbourhood,
" having .sometimes a crooked or curved blade, and a handle very
beautifully carved. Its sheath is generally of wood or metal ; fre-
quently of gold. The gold thus used is of various degrees of purity,
from an equal mixture of copper to a fineness which permits the most
delicate assay ; but it is generally very thin, being a mere covering to a
case of wood. A variegated wood is also in great estimation for the
manufacture of sheaths: it has a light ground, marked either with
dark spots or veins. A knife of rather elegant form, and neatly orna-
mented with silver, was also brought for sale. The natives wear these
arms in different parts of their dress, and they derive from them in
the eyes of a stranger a formidable aspect : they place them generally
in their girdles, either before or behind, and sometimes on one side.
The kriss seems formed for a back stroke, and is easily concealed
by turning it under the fore-arm. I made a drawing of these instru-
ments; and specimens of those which I thought interesting from
their form or workmanship, are shown in the annexed engraving.
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Gold and silver ornaments are much worn by the Javanese women,
and are very complicated in their pattern. I saw the commence-
ment of the manufacture of one of these, a silver belt for the waist.
The workman having beaten out the silver to the requisite dimensions,
placed it in a bed of wax; he then, with a small hammer and chisel,
began to trace the outline of the pattern by successive indentations ;
and in this simple but tedious manner the work was to be finished.

Before I left Pandigalang, my friends the mountaineers brought
some splendid specimens of native sulphur, which they had collected
from the bottom of the crater of Gunong Karang. With it they also
brought me a specimen of the Goramy*, a fish found in many of the
rivers of Java, and celebrated for its flavour. It is beautiful in its
hues and singular in its form. The ground colour is orange, that
of the back a dark bronze, which passes in undulating lines over its
sides. Its form is a roundish oval, the head short, with a somewhat
recurved snout; but the animal is particularly distinguished by the
prolongation of its pectoral fins into thread-like processes, several
inches in length. The native princes of Java keep these fish alive in
large quantities in reservoirs near their dwellings. Its general cha-
racters are well marked in the annexed engraving.

* Probably the Trichopus Goramy of Shaw, who supposes it to have been introduced
into the rivers of Java, from China. Zoology, Vol. IV. Part Il.
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We returned to Sirang on the evening of the 15th, and on the fol-
lowing morning made an excursion to a place called Epetan, about
eighteen miles to the north of Sirang, to see some mineral springs.
These springs are in the midst of a jungle on the right hand side of
the road from Sirang to Batavia, and the country for many miles around
is a perfect flat. On approaching them I smelt the sulphureous gas,
which they throw out in immense quantities.. They are situated on
a piece of barren ground about fifty yards square, composed of a
hard rock, . which seemed to have been  formed by deposition
from the springs. In the midst of this  space were several small
pools of water in violent commotion. They so’ exactly exhibited
the appearance of boiling, . that I immersed’ my hand in them with
considerable caution, and scarcely credited my feeling when I found
them of the temperature of the “surrounding atmesphere. The
central pool was the largest, having an area of. eight or ten feet.
The water bubbled up from several parts of its surface. For the
sake of ascertaining the cause of thesé phzenomena, I walked in
and discovered its greatest depth to be about three feet. Its bot-
tom was formed of rock, broken into masses of different shapes.
On searching immediately under the place where the agitation of
the water was most vielent I found a small funnel-shaped aperture,
the lower part of which was not more than. an inch in diameter.
Through this, sulphuretted hydrogen rushed up in such quantity and
with so much force, that I could with great difficulty keep my hand
close to its orifice.

On examlmng the senmble properties of the water on the spot, I
found it to be of a dirty white colour, containing a considerable
portion of earthy matter in suspension. The smell was that of Har-
. rogate-water. 'The soil on the margin, and at the bottom of these
pools, is soft and of a yellowish grey colour on the surface; but a
few inches beneath, it becomes of a rocky hardness, and red. At
the distance, however, of two or three feet from the pools, the sur-
face itself is equally hard, but of a blue colour, and bearing evident
marks of having been at some distant period, the seat of agitated
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water. A ‘loud bubbling noise is distinctly heard, on placing the
ear close to any part of the barren spot in which they are situated.
The natives believe that the water possesses medicinal properties, and
that it is especially efficacious in cutaneous disease. *

On my return from the Springs, I made an excursion to Bantam,
which is seven miles to the north of Sirang, for the sake of obtaining
some specimens of the large bat of Java, which resort to groves in its
neighbourhood. -

Bantam differs but little in appearance from other native towns of
Java; consisting for the most part of leng streets formed by the
huts of the natives, surrounded on all sides by plantations of fruit-
trees, of which the cocoa-nut and the banana are the most conspi-
cuous. Passing through a lane formed of these dwellings, my attention
was attracted by the firing of a musket and the sound of music; and
on looking into an enclosure surrounding a cottage I saw a number of
natives assembled, some of whom were gaudily dressed. As soon as
I was perceived by them, they invited me in, not, as I had imagined,
to witness a marriage-festival, but the rite of circumcision. I was
ushered into a small square room, full of people. A wide bench
passed from one side of it to the other, on which were spread three
mats covered with plantain-leaves; and over these hung as many
curtains formed into small tents. This preparation had been made
for the reception of three little boys about five years of age, who
underwent in my presence the operation of circumcision ; which was
performed by a native surgeon with great dexterity and dispatch. §
On the completion of each operation a musket was discharged and

* At the period of my visit, I was annoyed by some troublesome ulcers from the bites of
musquitoes, which had covered my hands for several days; but they healed immediately,
after having bathed them with the water of these pools.

+ Unus ex iis qui adsunt super ejus genua puerum ponit, oculis hujusce pueri amictu
quovis coopertis. Chirurgus, arundinem parvam, inter glandem, et preeputium intro-
missam, hinc atque hinc versus latera versat, quo hee partes melius separentur, et instru-
mentum quod postea utendum est, facilius applicetur. Manu deinde depressa id efficit ut
arundinis pars extrema exterius, punctum quasi tumidum, sentitur, quod statim cum
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music played. .The little patients evinced no signs of pain, and
immediately after their respective operations were conveyed to their
separate plantain-leaves, which were to be renewed as often as
coolness and clednliness required. The parents of the children con-
sidered the presence of a stranger on this occasion as a propitious

- Leaving this place, I paid a visit to the Sultan of Bantam, to whom,
being ill, I wished to tender my medical assistance. On my way I
passed . the ruins of the palace of his predecessors, lying in' shape-
less confusion, and possessing no other interest than arose from the
beautiful ferns * that every where covered them. The present resi-
dence of the Sultan is an old Dutch house on the banks of a canal
which nearly. encompasses it. In front is a court-yard, containing
at the time of my visit several old-fashioned European carriages ; cages
with different birds and animals placed against its walls; and vases
of water filled with fish standing without order in different parts
of its area. I was received at the door of the house by the Regent
of . Bantam, and conducted by him into a long room hung round with
the arms of the Sultan: spears, swords, and daggers, glittering with
diamonds and gold, hung against bare and mouldering walls, and
contrasted with a few mutilated chairs of European manufacture.

A groan directed me to the dying Sultan, who lay stretched on a
small pallet at one end of the room, supported in the arms of an
interesting looking woman, and attended by two of his male relatives.
Although the last struggles of life agitated his frame, he had sufficient
strength to grasp my hand, and by a motion of his head to decline my

assistance : it would have been unavailing, as he died a few hours after
I left him.

cretd notatur. Arundo extrahitur, cujus locum supplet unus e ramis forcipis e ligno (cui
nomen Bamboo) constructse. Ejus ramus usque ad notam supradictam pervemit; hoc
instrumento preeputium a glande deducitur quo alia ex forcipe includi possit.  Scilicet heec
forceps preeputii partem comprimit, ut in hoc situ, facile cultro abradatur. Sanguinis
effusio a pulvere quodam albo supprimitur.

~ “® Of these ferns I dare only mention two, the Pteris piloseloides and Acrostichum aureum.
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On. quitting this house of mourning, I hastened to a grove, where
I expected o find many of the great bats of Java, which. had: been
represented to me as Vampires, and which in look:and ferocity might
be. supposed. to appropriate the fables of those frightful -beings. 1
had often seen, since my arrival in Java, flying in the day-time:at.
a great elevation, an animal making a noise so resembling the cawing
of a crow, that at first I mistook it for a species of this bird. = I now
saw many of its species suspended in large clusters with their heads
downward from the branches of trees; and so firmly did they adhere,
that although I fired at them, and must bhave destroyed two or three,
they did not fall. By throwing large stones, I.obliged them to. qui¢
their resting places and to take wing, many of them with yoang
ones clinging to their breasts. They then hovered about, screeched
violently, and, flapping their enormous wings, circled close over my
head, reminding me of the harpies of antiquity. : After some trials,
I succeeded in shooting two, a male and female: the male being the
larger. Nothing could be more hideous than: their aspect.  Their
bodies, covered with long hair, resemble that of a fox in colour,
smell, and form, but that of a full grown rat in size. They are sus-
pended between wings, similar in texture to those of a common bat,
but extending five feet from one extremity to the other. The tail,
which is four inches long, is also like that of the fox, and is enclosed
by the membrane uniting the hinder extremities. The female, which
was only wounded in one of its wings, endeavoured to strike me
with the other, screeching violently at the same time, and grinning
horribly. When left to itself it exerted its fury on the wounded limb,
which it smashed with its teeth. .

The great bat of Java*, as far as I could ascertain, is not carni-
vorous, but is much dreaded for the destruction it occasions to fruit
trees, whole orchards of which it denudes of their blossoms. The

* The great bat of Java bears the same name as that of New Holland, flying-fox. It
also in some respects resembles it, but differs from it in having an undivided membrane
between its hinder extremities.
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stomach also connects it with herbivorous animals®*; and that it
does not feed on mice, as supposed by some authors, is rendered
probable by its habit of flying at great heights. It is often seen in
the day-time passing over the Straits of Sunda in large flocks. This
fact is stated by Mr. Marsden 1, in his History of Sumatra, and has
been corroborated by the experience of Capt. Ross, of the East-
India Company’s ship Discovery, who assured me that he had wit~
nessed it.

On my return from Bantam to Sirang, I passed a large house
situated on a small island in the midst of a bog, which the legends
of the natives had peopled with formidable serpents. The house
was said to be the prison for the refractory or unfaithful wives of the
Sultan of Bantam. The effluvia of the marsh would probably be
more destructive than its monsters to the inmates of such a dwelling.

On reaching Sirang, I was gratified by finding that during my
absence a skin of the large snake of Java, measuring nine feet in
length without the head, had been brought in. It had been taken -
from a snake that had been killed in the act of swallowing a kid, but
two days before. This serpent, often met with in Java twenty feet
in length, inhabits woody and swampy grounds, but sometimes
approaches the huts of the natives, and makes great havoc amongst
their poultry when no larger animals fall in its way. In its attacks

* The stomach consists of four divisions. The first is a sort of pouch, formed by
the expansion of the cesophagus. The second is distinctly separated from the first, by
a muscular contraction, but is equal to one half of the whole stomach : it contracts into a
gut-like pouch for nearly a third of its length, before it terminates in the third division,
with which it communicates by a small muscular orifice. The two last divisions are
equal to about one fourth of the whole stomach ; of this proportion the third division occu-
pies full three fifths, the fourth division being very small, but thicker in its coats than
any of the others. It communicates with the third division, and the duodenum by very
contracted orifices. I know not whether the bat of Java be of the same species as the
one dissected by Sir Everard Home, the stomach of which has been described by him
in his work on Comparative Anatomy; but the structure of this organ in both appears
to be the same.

+ History of Sumatra, p. 118.
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upon them, it resembles the Boa constrictor of authors; destroying by
the force of its muscular folds deer, goats, wild hogs, and sheep;
which it gorges whole.

It has been stated by an author * often quoted for his authenticity,
that ¢ he bought one of these snakes of a hunter, and on dissecting it
found in its body an entire middle-aged stag covered with its skin ;
that he purchased another which had swallowed a wild goat in spite of
its large horns ; and that he drew from the stomach of a third, a por-
cupine armed with its quills:” he also mentions that “a pregnant
woman was swallowed by one of these animals.” +

Till recently such tales have been considered fabulous, and yet
there can be no doubt but those who have lived much in torrid cli-
mates must frequently have witnessed corresponding facts. The
description I shall presently give of the habits of a large Java snake,
which I saw alive at Batavia, and afterwards examined both alive and
dead on board the Caesar, will be sufficiently illustrative of its power
of destroying large quadrupeds. That it is equally capable of de-
stroying and prone to attack a human being, I could gain no certain
evidence in Java. It will appear, however, from the following state-
ment, that man himself is not always secure against his formidable
power. '

Captain Ross (whom I have just mentioned), while in his ship off
the island of Celebes, was visited by a canoe from the shore, con-
taining two Malays, and the mangled body of a man, the bones of
which were mostly broken: the arms especially being dreadfully
crushed. The eyes appeared to be starting from the head, in conse-
quence of its having been violently compressed. On enquiring the
cause of these appearances, the Malays informed Captain Ross,
that having landed to fish along shore, they had left the canoe in

* Andreus Cleyerus, quoted by Lacépéde. Hist. Natur. des Serpens. Tom. ii. p. 360.
t ¢ Dans lisle &’ Amboigne une femme grosse fut un jour avalée toute entiére par un
de ces serpens.” Ektrait d’une lettre d’André Cleyerus, ecrite de Batavia, & Menzélius,
Ephémérides des Curieux de la Nature. Nuremburg, 1684. Decade 2. an. 2. 1688, p. 18.
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charge of the poor fellow whose body he saw; that they had told
him to be on his guard against:the large snakes which are often
seen on the skirts of the wood near the sea; that they had not
left him long before they were alarmed by his cries, and on hasten-
ing to his assistance, found him' enveloped in the folds of a large
serpent; that he was dead before they could destroy ‘the snake,
which did not quit its hold on their approach. They then produced
the' head of the snake, which Captain Ross examined. It was very
small when considered in relation to the extraordinary power of the
animal, and capability of swallowing; for it would doubtless have
gorged the body of the man, unless prevented by the appearance of
his companions. It did not measure more than eight inches in its
greatest diameter. The man had evidently been seized by one of
the wrists, as it bore the impressions of the snake’s teeth.

That the size of the head of a snake bears no proportion to the
magnitude of an animal which it is: capable of swallowing, will be
evident from an account that I shall now give of a specimen, whose
head measured in its greatest longitudinal diameter five inches, and
in its greatest transverse ‘diameter four inches and a half. The
internal width between the two portions of the lower jaw, within
which its prey must have passed to its stomach, was rather more
than an inch and a half. This animal, which the drawing correctly
represents, measured eighteen feet in length, and eighteen inches
in its largest circumference. Its predominant colours were greenish
brewn, with a purplish tinge, and yellow and black. Greenish
brown, - speckled with a brownish yellow, was the colour of its back,
and bright yellow, speckled with black, the colour of its belly. It
was & male.. ‘

This animal, although permitted, when I saw him at Batavia, to
leave his cage, and go into an open space, was seldom disposed to
avail himself of this liberty, and it was often necessary to drag him
out, and to irritate him repeatedly, before he could be induced to
move. He would then stretch himself to his greatest extent, and
without throwing his body into any curve, glide so closely, slowly,
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and silently along the ground, and so exactly harmonised in colour
with the soil ¥ over which he was passing, that unless watched, he
might easily have been overlooked. Whilst at full length, he might
be approached with safety, as he had not then the power of darting ;
but when he reared himself on his folds, and put his head into a vibra-
tory motion, he had the greatest command of his powers, and exhibited
- the most threatening aspect. This attitude he usually assumed . after
he had been some time from his cage, and all who were near him invo-
luntarily drew back. A live duck being brought to him, he felt it for
a moment with his forked tongue, and then seizing it by the breast,
endeavoured to wind his folds about its body, which being too small
to suffer from their compression, he threw the weight of one of his
folds upon its neck, and strangled it. When it was dead, he gra-
dually withdrew himself, and taking it head foremost into his mouth,
sucked it down his throat. But a duck was only a mouthful to him
a goat being his usual meal. On board the Caesar he swallowed
two, which were given to him in his cage, at the interval of a
month from each other. As soon as the geat was. within his reach,
he raised his head above his coils, and having contemplated his prey
a few seconds, felt it with his tongue. The goat did not appear to be
much alarmed, as he examined the snake closely, smelling him over
with great deliberation. The snake having withdrawn his head a
short distance, made a sudden dart at the throat of the goat, which
received him on its horns, and obliged him for an. instant to retreat.
He then made a second dart, and seizing the goat by the leg, pulled it
violently down, and insinuated his folds with momentary rapidity
about its body, squeezing it at the same time with all the force he
could bring to bear. But even in this instance, the animal was too
small to suffer their whole compressing effect, and he was obliged to

* An author has stated, that eighteen Spaniards, when in the woods of Coro, in
the province of Venezuela, seated themselves on a snake, which they mistook for an old
trunk of a tree, and which to their great astonishment began to move ! | | Hist. Natur
de I'Orenoque, par le P. Gumilla, Vol. iii. p. 77.
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destroy the goat much in the same manner as he had the duck, by
throwing the weight of his body on its neck. The goat was eight
minutes dying, but was so entirely overwhelmed by the power of the
snake, that it could not even struggle.

The snake did not attempt to change his posture for some minutes
after the goat was dead. At length he gradually slackened his
folds, and then disengaged them one by one, with great caution
and slowness, as if to ascertain whether the goat retained any power
of motion; and having entirely disentangled himself, prepared to
swallow it by placing himself opposite to its head, and feeling it with
his mouth. While doing this, saliva flowed abundantly over his jaws,
but he made no attempt to besmear his prey. In a few minutes he
took its nose into his mouth, and endeavoured to draw the head after
it: but this appeared to be no easy task. The dilatation of his throat
seemed to begin with difficulty, as he was at least one-third of the
time consumed in gorging the goat, in getting down the head and
horns. These diverged at a considerable angle, and were four inches
in length. Having conquered them, he grappled with the shoulders,
which he was some time in mastering ; but readily overcame the
remainder of the body. In drawing the goat into his swallow, he
appeared to work himself unto it, opening his mouth as wide as
possible, and forcing it onwards. Whatever progress he thus made,
was preserved by strong recurved teeth which permitted the animal
to pass down his throat, but prevented its regurgitation without his
will. The act of swallowing was also much aided, I suspect, by the
pressure of the air on the goat’s body, as a deep inspiration accom-
panied every successive attempt to draw it down his throat. * He
was two hours and five minutes in gorging the whole animal.

The appearance of the snake, when in the act of swallowing the
shoulders of the goat, was very hideous. He seemed to be suf-
fering strangulation. His cheeks, immensely dilated, appeared to

* That inspiration assists the deglutition of snakes, is also mentioned by Lacépéde, in
his Histoire Naturelle des Serpens. Tom. ii. p. 362.
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be bursting, and his windpipe projected three inches beyond his
jaws. The horns of the goat, which had advanced only a few inches
down his swallow, protruded so much, that I expected them every
instant to penetrate through the intervening membrane of the scales,
which they separated from each other. After the goat was down, he
scarcely moved from the posture he was in during his last act of
deglutition, but fell into a semi-torpid state, from which no irri-
tation could rouse him for several days. At this time he mea-
sured three feet in his greatest circumference, having doubled
his ordinary diameter. The ‘goat’s body underwent no visible dimi-
nution of bulk or consistence by the action of the snake’s folds, but
seemed to pass down his throat in an entire state.

This snake having died on his way to England, forty days after
swallowing a second goat, I opened him with the view of observing his
internal structure, and of ascertaining, if possible, the cause of his
death. On the deck of a ship, and surrounded by a number of eager,
but restless observers, I could not make the examination with all the
precision I wished, but succeded in obtaining the dimensions of some of
the principal viscera, and found that their magnitude generally
corresponded with the external proportions of the body. The
lungs consisted of two lobes, closely attached to his ribs; the left
being threc feet three inches, and the right one foot ten inches in
length. The heart was about the size of a goose’s egg. The asopha-
gus was six feet six inches long, and the stomach one foot nine
inches : the breadth of the latter when opened, and gently expanded,
was one foot. The intestines measured five feet six inches in length.
The liver consisted of two lobes, each lobe being three feet long.
The gall-bladder was the size of the heart, and full of a green viscid
bile. Each of the kidnies was a foot in length. The spleen consisted
of a large number of loosely-connected dark-coloured conglobate
glands.

The coats of the stomach were very thick and muscular, and thrown
into a variety of folds. Its cesophageal and intestinal orifices were
very contracted, and the latter would scarcely allow the introduc-

H



50 JAVA SNAKE.

tion of my little finger. The coats of the intestines, in a contracted
state, near their communication with the stomach, were an inch in
thickness. -

On opening the stomach, the cause of death at once appeared,
in myriads of worms which had destroyed its internal coats in
several places. These, of a dark red-colour, and varying from two to
four inches in length, were about the twentieth part of an inch .in
their greatest diameter, and tapered to both extremities. They had
colleeted in throngs of ten or twenty, in different parts of the sto-
mach, and having attacked together particular spots, had formed several
round holes. These, after penetrating to the peritoneal coat, took
an oblique direction; and in some places were situated in the
centre of tubercles formed by the deposition of coagulated lymph.

Of the goat I only found the shells of the horns full of hair, and
a portion of the bone of one of the fore legs. The lower part of
the intestines contained a light yellowish excrement, which had very -
little odour, and resembled chalk in consistence.

This animal evidently belongs to that subdivision of the genus Boa
which has been named Pytho by Daudin. The arrangement of the
scales on the under part of the tail, is accurately represented in the
lower figure of the annexed engraving. In the Appendixt, I have
attempted a description of him, which I hope will fix his species.

In addition to the foregoing description, taken from my own
observation, 1 obtained the following facts respecting his habits, from
the politeness of Capt. Heyland, who possessed him for several
months in Java, and which I cannot do better than give nearly in
his own words.” “ The animal was brought to me early in January,
1813, and did not from that time taste food till the July following.
During this period, he generally drank a quart of water daily, and
frequently passed a thick yellow excrement. The man who brought
him stated, that he had been seen to eat a hog-deer* the day
before he had been taken. He was allowed to be at liberty in the

* Cervus porcinus of Linnseus + Appendix, C.
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grounds about my house. One evening early in July, hearing a noise, I
went out, and discovered that the snake had left his harbour under the
boards of a stable where he generally kept, and havingentered-a small
shed in which some fowls were at roost, had contrived to sweep eleven
from the perch, which he afterwards destroyed by pressing them
between his folds. Then taking them one by one, head foremost
into his mouth, swallowed the whole in twenty minutes. The largest
animal that he ate while in my possession was'a calf, which he. killed
and gorged in two hours and twenty minutes. .' He preferred. goats
to any other animals, but was also fond of calves, sheep, and fowls;
he never attacked dogs, cats, or pigs. Of these last, indeed, he
seemed to be in dread, for whenever one was presented to him, he
retired to a corner, and coiled himself up with his head undermest.
If regularly fed with animals not larger than a duck, he ate readily
every day ; but after the meal of a goat, refused food for a month.”.
In the different accounts given by authors of the destruction of large
animals by serpents, much discrepancy of statement exists respecting
the breaking of their bones. Whilst some have declared that their
cracking has been heard at a considerable distance ¥, others have pro-
duced instances of the bodies of large animals in which no * ossifrac-
tion” had taken place, having been found in the stomachs-of serpents.
The bones of the animals swallowed by Capt. Heyland’s snake were
- not fractured, as far as * a looker-on could discover ;” and although
many of the by-standers conceived that they heard the breaking of
the bones of the goat which he swallowed on board the Ceesar, I am
disposed to attribute-much to the force of their imagination. I lis-
tened attentively, and heard only the snapping of his scales as they
slipped over each other during his manifold movements. - On opening
him after death, I found indeed a portion of one of the goat’s
legs which seemed to have been fractured ; but as the same kind of
appearance might have been the consequence of its partial digestion,
it is not to be depended on. The truth perhaps is, that the bones of

* Cleyerus de Serpente urobubulum deglutiente.
+ Mr. Corse Scott, in the Transactions of the Edinburgh Royal Society, Vol. vi. p. 230.
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those animals only are broken which are very disproportionate to the
size of the serpent which destroys them.
- The statements made by different writers respecting the bulk and
form of many of the animals destroyed and swallowed by snakes,
have been received with more incredulity than they perhaps deserve.
So frightful a spectacle as that exhibited by a buffalo or a tiger strug-
gling with an enormous serpent, may have exalted the imagination of
its beholders, and have led them into hyperbolical description; but
there is nothing in the mere fact which is contrary to our knowledge
of animal power and function. Without going into an elaborate
argument to show that the quantity and kind of muscular fibre pos-
sessed by a snake twenty or thirty feet in length, must necessarily
enable it to perform the feats which have been related of it, I may
remark, that the power of the snake, in fracturing the bones of ani-
mals by its muscular folds, gives less occasion for astonishment than
the removal of the limb of a man by one effort of the-maxillary
muscles of a shark. And whoever has considered the dilatable powers
of a living muscular and membranous bag, will feel no surprise that a
. goat was swallowed by a snake whose gullet measured six feet six
“ihches, and stomach one foot nine inches, in length; nor will he
hesitate to believe, that such a cavity was capable of containing a
much larger animal, or that the corresponding organ in a snake of
greater dimensions might contain one equal in bulk to any of those
which according to some writers have been ingulfed in the entrails of
serpents. The difficulty lies in conceiving, how large animals pass
the narrow orifice between the jaws, which confine the entrance of
the swallow ; but this vanishes when the structure of the part is care-
fully examined. The two bones composing the lower jaw (I take my
description from the great snake of Java) are not in contact in
front, nor united by an unyielding medium, but are separated by
a loose dilatable membrane, and connected with the upper jaw
by intermaxillary bones *, which permit an enlargement of the cavity

* This structure is also pointed out by Mr. Corse Scott, in the Edinburgh Philosophical
Transactions.
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of the mauth by yielding laterally during deglutition. The scales of
the throat also admit of considerable dilation, as they are much more
remote from each other than any others in the body, and immediately
under the mouth are separated by a naked expansible membrane.

I cannot take leave of Java and its animals without saying a few
words respecting some of the lizard tribe, which, although very inter-
esting in their habits, have not undergone a very close investigation,
and have been very seldom and very slightly described. They press
however, more frequently than is always agreeable, even upon the
notice of a mere passing visitor in Java. At the approach of even-
ing, a small species which feed on insects, cover the walls, and pillars
of houses, and may be seen after their prey in all directions. A
stranger cannot at first behold them without some degree of aversion,
but soon looks on them with favour when he finds in them the ene-
mies of the musquitoes. This species of Lizard, which seldom
grows beyond the length of five or six inches, may be called the
house Gecko of Java, and is perhaps the Chickak of* Sumatra.
It belongs to the subdivision of the genus Gecko, which the cele-
brated Cuvier has called Hemi-dactyles, in having the disk which
covers the base of its toes divided into a double row of imbricated
plates, and in the position of their second phalanges.  But it differs
from the described species of this subdivision in wanting a claw to
the great toe. 1 It is of a light brownish grey colour, and is covered,
excepting under the tail, with very small scales, and is without tu-
bercles:: under the tail the scales are large and imbricated. The
scales when examined with a lens, are found to owe their brownish
colour to very minute dark-coloured points. It has a rank of pores ex-
tending down the inside of each thigh as low as the knee.

* Marsden’s Sumatra, p. 119.

+ Hemi-dactyles ont la base des doigts garnie d’un disque ovale, formé en dessous
par un double rang d’écailles en chevron; du milieu de ce disque s’éléve la deuxiéme
phalange. . , ‘

3 Les espéces connues ont toutes cing ongles. Régne Animal, tom. ii. p. 47.
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Geckos of this species possess something of the property of the
Cameleon. One of them, which dropped from the ceiling on a table
before me, was immediately imprisoned in an inverted tumbler. On
falling, it was nearly white, but assumed in a few minutes a deeper
hue, and at length almost took the colour of the mahogany on whlch
it rested.

This lizard is very different from the large gecko of Java, of whlch
I have a specimen now in my possession. And the latter does not,
as has been supposed, correspond in its characters with the Tokaie of
authors, also arranged by Cuvier under his subdivision Hemi-dactyles ;
as it has only one row of transverse imbricated plates covering the
base of its spreading toes, and w1ll therefore fall under the sublelslon
Platy-dactyles. * '

The following characters are taken from one of the specnes, whlch
measures eleven inches in length, and weighs 1420 grains. It is
of a lead colour marbled with red, on the back and tail, and is
of a bluish white tinged with red, on the belly. Its back to the
end of the tail is covered with conical tubercles in longitudinal
series. These are prominent, acute, and nearly erect on the hin-
der part of the head, but on the back and upper part of the tail
are compressed and directed backwards. Its scales on the head and
back .are small, round, and disseminated ; on the belly are small,
oval, and imbricated ; under the tail are large, square, and imbri-
cated in a band-like manner. It has a row of large pores before the
anus. Its great toes are without claws. These characters bring it
very near,- if they do not identify it with the gecko of Ceylon, the
gecko @ goutteélettes of Daudin, figured in Seba. |-

Bontius has stated, that an animal answering in all its characters to

the one which I have described, is notorious for its poisonous touch
and deadly bite.

* Platy-dactyles ont les doigts étargis sur toute leur longueur, ct garnis en dessous
d’écailles transversales.” Régne Animal, tom. ii. p. 45.
+ Tom. . .pl. cviii.
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¢ Seeva Lacerta rubris stellata in tergore guttis,

¢ Contactuque nocens, viridi vomit ore venenum

¢« Mortiferum, superans quee dant Aconita novercee
“ Hoc tabo inficiunt, metuéndi cuspide Javee

¢ Tela sua, et certum qua dant hastilia mortem.” *

¢ Some lizards fierce with bloody spots o’erspread, -
. K Noxious in touch, and i in their bite more dread,
< Envenom’d slime from lurid j jaws distil,
* ¢¢ Deadlier than aconite, of swifter ill,
¢ To Javan arms a certain death impart,

. % And give the arrow’s wound a keener smart.” -
Y

The.same author tells a fearful tale of the eﬁ'ects produced by
its feet upon the chest of a sailor, over whom it walked whilst he
slept; the skin becoming covered with blisters- like those occa-
sioned by boiling water, and speedily mortifying.+ He also declares,
seemingly from his personal knowledge, that the Javanese, whom he
denounces as * scelesti veneni propmatores, poison their arrows by
besmearlng them with the blood and saliva of the gecko, and ob-
tain the latter by a method which would suit the rites of a
Shakespearean witch. He states, that having suspended the enraged
animal by the tail, they collect a yellow viscid liquor which it pours
from its jaws, and having dried it in the sun, use it as a deadly
poison ; and by daily feeding the animal in this situation, keep ‘it
alive, and excite it to secrete its peculiar venom for several months. {

* Bomlus, Hist. Natur. et Medic. p. 57.

+ Hoc de solo hujus insecti attactu expenentla didici, in decumbente quodam socio
navali, in Nosocomio nostro Batavico, cujus pectori, dum denudatus dormivit, supercurrerat
Lacerta heec, et, solo contactu, vesicam per transversum in musculis thoracis excitaverat,
qualem in cute oriri videmus, a fervente aqué; ......... subtus vero caro, jam livida erat
ct ad gangreenam tendens, &c. Bontius, Hist. Nat.. et Medic., p. 57.

1 Javani sanguine, et sanie hujus lacertze, tela sua tingunt. Tum scelesti isti veneni
propinatores, qui hic utriusque sexus plurimi sunt, hoc animalculum ¢é laquearibus fune
cauda alligato suspendunt, quod tum pree ira glutinosum et flavum liquorum assiduo é
gutture destillat, quem exceptum fictili subtus apposito colligunt, et soli expositum, in

. *o 4
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Whether any of the formidable properties attributed to this animal
be really possessed by it, I took some pains to ascertain, and found
that they were generally discredited amongst Europeans; but ob-
tained no facts that could place the question at rest: it is said
to be seldom caught and with great difficulty.

Like the house gecko, it has the power of walking, by a pecu-
liar structure of its feet, against its gravity in an inverted posi-
tion upon the smoothest surface. * It usually inhabits the hollows
of decayed trees, and seldom comes forth till dark, when it oc-
casionally enters the interior of houses, spreading alarm by its pe-
culiar note amongst those who believe in its venomous powers. To
every one indeed, and especially to a stranger, it is a disgusting animal.
Its large head, capacious mouth, projecting eyes, and tuberculated
body, give it a hideous aspect, and occurring to the recollection when
its shrill voice is heard in the stillness of the night, excites no agree-
able sensations. The first time that I slept at Sirang I was awakened
by a singular guttural sound, followed by the loud enunciation of the
ayllables g&ck-66, repeated three or four times, and which having
ceased for a few minutes, were again and again renewed. It was
in vain to seek for the intruder. The animal, although seeming to
be within a few feet, was probably without the house on an old tree,
or if in the room, he fled before light and naise, but renewed his
interruption when all was again quiet.

Another gecko, about eight inches long, also from Java, and of
which I received a specimen, with many other obligations, from
Professor Reinwardt, differs from the large gecko in being of a
lead colour marbled with white, but resembles it in the form and

massam cogunt, tali modo in vivis hoc insectum alendo quotidie servant ad aliquot menses.
Hoc veneno nulluin magis praesentaneum reperiri certum est. Bontius, p. 58.

* See Sir Everard Home’s account of the organization by which some animals support
themselves in progressive motion against their gravity. Philosophical Transactions for
1817. In the same work may be found an admirable engraving of the large Gecko.
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distribution of its scales and tubercles. It is a common species, and
is considered as perfectly innoxious to man. It sometimes preys
upon the house gecko. One of its species which I now possess
was knocked off a ceiling whilst holding the smaller animal in its
mouth.
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'CHAPTER IIL

ONn the 21st of June, the Ambassador and his suite having again em-
barked on board the Alceste, she got under weigh from Batavia Roads
accompanied by the General Hewitt, (the Lyra having sailed some
days before,) and prosecuting her voyage, fell in, on the 9th of July,
with the Orlando frigate, Capt. Clavill.

From this vessel, which had carried out from England intel-
ligence of the Embassy to China, we expected to receive some
interesting information respecting the disposition of the Chinese
towards us; and were glad to learn that tidings of the Embassy
had been favourably received by them. Capt. Clavill also informed
us, that Sir George Staunton* and some gentlemen who were to
accompany him on the Embassy had embarked on board the Discovery,
one of the East-India Company’s cruisers, and in company with the
Investigator, a similar description of vessel, and the Lyrzi, had sailed
for the Lemma Islands, there to wait for the Alceste. On receiving
this information we steered for the place of rendezvous.

- For some days before we fell in with the Orlando, we had been
sailing on seas liable to those tremendous gales called by the Chinese
Typhoons, and had therefore watched with great anxiety every change
“in the appearance of the sky, and every variation of the barometer.
But we experienced nothing to excite our apprehension till the evening
of the 9th of July, when the sky exhibited such novel though brilliant
appearances, as led us to fear that they would be followed by formid-
able changes of weather. The course of the sun, as it sunk beneath
the horizon, was marked by a vivid glory expanding into paths of
light of the most beautiful hues. They did not in the least resemble
the pencils of rays which are often seen streaking the sky at sun-set,
but were composed of sheets of glowing pink, which diverging at

* For the list of the persons of the Embassy, see Appendix.



(-3

p.:ruiv
E»

.
.?la..a L Jwaglon
.

(-]
NANKIN | ﬂﬂ'”?aéa..r... e
Y
Gt t..:.s..v;a
!

¥ e oo | _OR A...w

. f’\w}-ﬁ.ﬁ\
e XA
S 18% ) p 29,77,
¢ 8 Unee-san .M.»a%. .
e e
Yean I. :ASTERN SEA,
. h&go E%,.-Jq <

tirg
d han 9
re

Turtle I! bN







LEMMA ISLANDS. 59

equal distances from the sun’s disk, darted upwards from the horizon,
diminishing in intensity of colour, till they vanished in the azure of
the surrounding atmosphere. In the intervals between these, the
sky was of a clear green, spotted with small masses of dark cloud.
Our alarm was increased by a slight fall of the barometer, but it was
groundless ; the wind continued steady, and the sails-which had
been furled were again spread to a favourable breeze, that enabled
us to join Sir George Staunton off the Great Lemma Island on the
following morning.

The Lemma Islands appeared to possess sufﬁc1ent botanical and
geological interest, to make me very desirous of an opportunity of
examining them; but as they afforded no shelter or convenient
watering place for the squadron, our stay was too short to admit of
my landing. I was enabled, however, to form some opinion of their
structure through the kindness of my friend Capt. Hall of the Lyra,
who sent me specimens of coarse granite, approaching to sienite, and
quartz that he had taken from them, and which he mformed me
entered largely into their composition.

But although unable to explore the productions of the land,
I was rather unpleasantly convinced of the reputed property of
one of those of the sea.- Whilst employed in collecting some sea-
weed floating about the ship, I observed a species of Physalia,
so small and transparent that I at first mistook it for an air-bubble;
but on catching it in my hand was soon convinced of ‘my error, for
wrapping its long tendrils round one of my fingers it stung like a
nettle, but with much more severe effect. In about five minutes the
pain in my finger abated, but an uneasy sensation extended up the
inside of my arm, which soon terminated in an aching pain ‘in the
arm-pit, accompanied by a sense of restriction in my chest : within
fifteen minutes all uneasiness ceased. The manner in which the
animal produces these effects is; I believe, unexplained; but it is
not improbable that they are occasioned by a peculiar poison, secreted
by it, and contained in a glutinous matter which covers its tendrils ;
as this, when applied to the skin, apart from the animal, excites a
smarting pain.

12
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The inhabitants of the Lemma Islands who came off to us in
their. boats: were of a light copper. colour, and very athletic: they
managed their well constructed - bamboo vessels with great dexterity.
In the evening the squadron weighed and stood for Hong-kong, one
of the Ladrone Islands, distant from the Great Lemma sixteen
miles in a N. E. direction, off which it anchored at ten o’clock in the-
evening.

Looking from the deck of the Alceste early on' the following
morning, I found that we were in a sound formed by some small
islands, by which it was land-locked in every direction, and of which
Hong-kong is the principal. As seen from the ship, this island was
chiefly remarkable for its high conical mountains, rising in the centre,
and for a beautiful cascade which rolled over a fine blue rock into the
sea. I took advantage of the first watering boat to visit the shore,
and made one of these mountains and the waterfall the principal
objects of my visit. '

This mountain, the highest on the 1sland is, accordmg to Capt.
Ross, who has measured it, about one thousand five hundred feet
above the level of the sea, and is composed of trap approaching to
basalt in the compactness of its structure. In ascending it, I followed
the course of a delightful stream which rises near its summit, and
found by its side a number of interesting plants; amongst them the
Beckia chinensis, Myrtus tomenlosus, in abundance, and in full flower,
Melastoma quinquenervia, two other species of the same genus, several
orchideous plants, of which I could only determine the Limodorum
striatum ; the Rubus moluccus of Rumphius, moluccanus of Wildenow ;
a variety of ferns, but not a single moss of any description. The
general surface of the mountain, and indeed of every part of the island
of Hong-kong that I was able to visit, is.remarkably barren, although
in the distance it appears fertile, from a fern which I believe to be
the Polypodium trichotomum of Kesempfer *, which supplies the place

* Icones Kempferi. Banks.
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of other ‘plants. I was unable to reach the summit of the mountain
in consequence of the excessive heat, which at eight o’clock in the
morning raised the thermometer in the shade to 83°, whilst the sun’s
rays, to which I necessarily exposed myself, darted through an un-
clouded atmosphere with an almost intolerable effect, and raised the
quicksilver to 120°. Tascended about one thousand feet, and returned
by a path which passed over a small hill, or rather mound, differing
in structure from all the rocks in its neighbourhood, being composed
of a very friable stone of a reddish white colour, much resembling
disintegrated felspar.

On reaching the shore, I examined the rocks by the water-fall,
where they are exposed in large surfaces, and found them com-
posed of basaltic trap, exhibiting in some places a distinct stratifi-
cation, in others a confused columnar arrangement. It is also
divided into distinct, well defined rhomboidal masses, separated from
each other by very obvious seams, im which I frequently found cubic
crystals of iron pyrites. Having'} laden myself with all the specimens
of plants and rocks, which I had the means of carrying, I returned
on board the Alceste. - . ‘

At day-light the followmg mormng, I again visited the land, and
directed my researches to a small island separated from Hong-kong
by a channel not more than a hundred yards wide. It afforded
me very few plants except the Polypodium trichotomum, but it
presented several geological facts of much interest. This island,
which has no name on charts, rises not more than forty feet above
the sea, does not exceed three hundred yards in its largest, or one
hundred in its smallest diameter, and is entirely composed of two kinds
of rock, granite and basalt. Their junction exhibits some curious
facts. On the north side of the island, where this is most obvious,
it is occasioned by a dyke of basalt passing upwards through the
granite, and spreading over it. This dyke rises from a body of basalt
which stretches beneath the granite in a north-westerly direction, and
vanishes beneath the surface of the sea. It is not in immediate con-
tact with the granite, but is separated from'it by three narrow veins’
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which interpose between them, and follow the dyke through its whole
extent. The width of each of these veins does not exceed four inches ;
that of the basaltic dyke is as many feet. The veins are of three kinds :
1st, a compound of granite and basalt mixed together in an indeter-
minate and confused manner ; 2dly, pure felspar ; and 3dly, a sort
of porphytry, composed of very perfect crystals of felspar in a basaltic
base. The veins of pure felspar and of porphyry were separated
with ease from each other, and from the neighbouring rocks; but
the felspar and basalt in ‘mass, which was intimately combined with
the basaltic dyke, could only be separated from it with great force,
Near the line of junction of the granite with the basalt, I found
masses of the latter imbedded in the former.* I lamented much
that I could spend but two hours in the investigation of these facts,
but it would have been hazardous to have given more time to them,
as the Alceste was expected to sail early that morning.

I may now be expected to give some description of the scenery
and inhabitants of Hong-kong, but of either I have little to say.
Its scenery is composed of barren rocks, deep ravines, and moun-
tain-torrents, but presents few characters of a very picturesque
description. _Of its inhabitants none were seen but some poor and
weather-beaten fishermen, spreading their nets, and drying the pro-
duce of their toils on the rocks which supported their miserable
mud-huts. Its cultivation corresponded with the apparent state and

* When at the Cape, I saw veins of granite passing through killas, but masses of
killas were imbedded in the granite.
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number of its population. Patches of rice, small plantations of yams,
and a little buck-wheat, were all their visible means of v'egetable
support.

Hong-kong sound is represented by my nava.l friends as aﬂ'ordmg
admirable shelter for ships of any burden ; but its description in this
point of view does not fall within my province. :

His Excellency, during our stay here, received despatches from
Macao, with the Emperor of China’s reply to a report made by the
Viceroy of Canton, relating to the expected arrival of the British
Embassy, from which he learnt that orders had been issued to the
Viceroy of Pe-tchee-lee, and other high Mandarins who were likely
to have any communication with the mission, to receive us “ in a
liberal, gracious, safe, and suitable manner.” *

Elated with this auspicious intelligence, we sailed from Hong-kong
on the 13th of July for the Yellow Sea. The south-west monsoon
favoured our progress till the 20th, when, being off the coast of Corea,
the wind shifted to the northward, and brought with it large flights
of Libellule. 1t continued variable, but not unfavourable, during the
remainder of the voyage to the gulf of Pe-tchee-lee; and although
we frequently experienced severe thunder and lightning, nothing ap-
proaching to a gale of wind interrupted our agreeable progress
through a smooth sea. Neither did we meet with any of those thick
fogs described by the historians of the former Embassy, whose tract
we followed as far as the streights of Formosa. These we entered
on the 15th, and on the 16th passed a small island not correctly
laid down in any chart, and which was ascertained to be in latitude
25°N., and in longitude 119° 32 E. On the 17th we cleared these
streights, shaping our course well off the land, and on the 18th passed
the Chusan Islands. On the 21st we made some islands off the coast

Corea, and on the 26th anchored for the night amidst the Mee-
a-tau Islands, which exhibited a distinct stratification, and appeared

* See Edict L. in Appendix, E.
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to be of a schistose structure. I examined the soil brought .up by
the anchor in their neighbourhood, and found it to contain ten per
cent. of lime; the residue was clay coloured with iron. Early in the
morning of the 27th, we passed between two of them in twelve
fathom water, entered the gulf of Pe-tchee-lee, and anchored on
the 28th in five fathoms, fifieen miles from the mouth of the Pei-ho. -
The Lyra, which had been sent a-head on the 25th, to announce our
approach, had anchored in three fathoms, only six miles from the shore.

The height of the barometer varied very little during our voyage
from Hong-kong, but the thermometer and hygrometer underwent
frequent changes. The former, which generally stood at noon in the
bay of Hong-kong at 85°, fell gradually by the 27th to 74°, but rose
after our entrance into the bay of Pe-tchee-lee to 83°. The hygro-
meter whilst the S. W. monsoon prevailed, indicated a saturated state
of the atmosphere, but suddenly marked a diminution of moisture
whenever the wind changed to the north. This was strikingly exem-
plified on the morning of the 26th, when I observed Leslie’s hygro-
meter, which for three days had stood at zero, rise to 30°, and on
looking at the direction of the wind, I found that it had changed
from south-west to north. A similar change in the hygrometer also
took place, even when the northerly wind was accompanied by a
heavy fall of rain. Thus, at noon on the 24th, the wind being S. W. a
) lhrge mass of clouds came up with wind from the northward, and dis-
charged themselves in heavy rain. * During its fall the hygrometer,
which had previously been below zero, rose to 6°. 1 can perhaps give
no better notion of the excessive moisture of the atiosphere in the
China seas.during the S. W. monsoon, than by stating that Leslie’s
hygrometer is not graduated to a sufficient extent to mark its degree,
that our clothes were as wet as if they had beén exposed to ‘a smart
shower of rain, and that no metallic instraments, however packed
were .secure against its penetrating influence.

* The barometer at the same time rose eight lincs.
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A change of weather also followed the variations of the baro-
meter, however inconsiderable. Its rise like that of the hygrometer
usually indicated northerly ‘winds ; a fall of four lines was followed by
rain ; and a fall of a tenth of an inch, by thunder and lightning.

The many accounts I had heard of the dreadful effects of Typhoons,
induced me to collect such particulars respecting them, as I could ob-
tain from some gentlemen of the East-India Company’s service, who
had witnessed them. My enquiries were directed to the state of the
barometer, and of the atmosphere, previous to their approach, and
" during their continuance; to the influence which the moon might
exercise over them, during her changes; to the extent of latitude
and longitude through which they have been known to occur; and
to the seasons of the year in which they were most frequent. I
gathered the following information from the answers I received.
The mercury in the barometer falls slowly for several hours before the
commencement of the Typhoon, descends during its continuance below’
27 inches, and its re-ascension is a sure indication that the storm is
subsiding. These barometrical movements are not accompanied by
any constant atmospherical changes. The storms occur more fre-
quently during the changes of the moon than at her full. They
seldom prevail below 10° N. Lat. or beyond the- tropic of Cancer.
They are felt as far as 130° E. Lon., and are most violent in the
China seas during the S. W. monsoon, especially in the month of
July. Itisalso stated that the wind is most violent when it blows in
the direction of the monsoon, but that it also blows strong from all
points of the compass, through which it is continually shifting;
but before the commencement of the gale is generally light.

The state of the thermometer has been little attended to either
before or during its continuance, and that of the hygrometer still
less ; it appears, however, that the air feels very cold during its preva-
lence, and that it is frequently accompanied by storms of thunder and
lightning, with heavy falls of rain impelled in a horizontal direction.

It is much to be regretted that a full account of the phanomena
of Typhoons has not yet been given by those who have often expe-

K
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rienced their violence, from which some or other of our ships,
. especially Indiamen, yearly suffer. It is also to be lamented that the
hygrometer, especially Leslie’s, is not more' used as a meteorological
instrument. During my voyage I repeatedly experienced the pecu~
liar delicacy of this instrument in indicating changes in the humidity
of the atmosphere; and as all winds are probably charged with their
peculiar moisture, this instrument would express their slightest vari-
ations. And I have no doubt that by repeated observations a
hygrometrical scale might be formed which would be of great utility
to the mariner.* Mr. Leslie’s instrument requires, however, a little
modification before it can be applied with effect in those latitudes in
which the air is saturated with moisture. At present its scale is
graduated to about 120° marking the point of greatest dryness, and
zero the point of greatest moisture : this last point is placed at the
extremity of the scale near the bulb. In using this instrument in
the China seas during the S.W. monsoon, I found that the fluid of
the instrument remained in that part of the tube which is between
" the bulb and zero. Might not this part of the instrument be length-
ened, and zero marked higher up ?

Whenever this instrument indicates a saturated state of the atmo-
sphere at periods when changes of wind are probable, such change
may be expected to be sudden and violent. For if a large body of very
humid air come in contact with a wind colder than itself, its moisture
will suddenly be precipitated, which producing a comparative
vacuum, either the wind which occasioned it will blow with great
violence, or if the subversion of the equilibrium has been exten-
sive, every point of the compass will contribute to its restoration.
That something of this kind occurs in the Typhoons of the China
seas, and in the hurricanes of-the East and West Indies, appears
very probable from the consideration of the circumstances attend-
ing them. These storms are generally most severe near the land,
and in narrow seas between the tropics, and during the hottest

" * See on this subject the Observations of Krusenstern, Péron, and Humboldt.
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seasons of the year when the air is most rarefied and contains
the greatest quantity of moisture. They are more general also
at those periods when a change of wind is expected, as when the
moon enters her different quarters, and at the change of. the
monsoons. : .

During our voyage up the Yellow Sea, I made many experiments
on the temperature of the water at different depths. The statement
of the greater part of them I lost in the shipwreck of the Alceste,
with many of my other papers. I have exhibited the results of those
which I preserved an account of in the annexed table.

a' T Difference of
= emp:'umre Temperature
Date. North East C ,:" between
1816, Latitude. | Longitude. urrent. P —
'g_ Air. | Surface. | Battom. | Air and ::);cc
a Surface. | B,itom.
| I B | .
1.July 23, 8 A.M.| 85. 1. | 128. 46. |11 Miles.' 40.| 76° | 74° | 65° | 2° | ©°
2.|——24. 12 M. | 36. 24. 122. 59. — . 15.| 75° 71° 67° 4° 4°
8.|—25. 8 A.M." 87. 80. | 122. 40. — 1 20.| 72° | 67° 62° 5° 5°
4. 8 P. M. —_ 15.1 74° | 69° | 66° 5° 8°
5.|—26. 6 M. 37.58. | 191.84. | — |15.| 74° | 67° | 66° | 7° | 1°
6. ——27.11 P.M.| 88. 12. | 120. 20. |7 Miles. | 15.| 75° 74° 72° 1° 2°
|

They were made with a hollow brass cylinder capable of containing-
about ten ounces of water. Valves at the top and bottom permitted
the ingress of the water as the instrument descended, but prevented
its egress when drawn up. A thermometer with Fahrenheit’s scale
graduated to degrees was attached to it. Kach experiment was re-
peated several times, and the instrument allowed to remain at the
given depths for unequal periods, with the view to ascertain if any
difference of temperature would be the consequence. These periods
varied from five to ten minutes, but in no instance did any alteration
of temperature occur. The water was drawn each time from the
bottom ; soundings always having been taken before the experiment
was made.

The four first experiments were made in open sea, the fifth in

K 2
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the midst of the Mee-a-tau Islands, and the sixth in the Gulf of
Pe-tchee-lee.

From these experiments it appears that the sea diminishes in tem-
perature in proportion to its depth, and that the difference of the
temperature of the surface, and any given depth within a certain
range, is greater at sea than near the land, and that the difference of
the temperature at the surface and bottom is greatest when that of
the air and surface is least.

But these experiments are not in themselves sufficiently numerous
to warrant positive results to be drawn from them. In reference to
those of others they are more important, and in the Appendix * I have
compared them with many which have been made by different
observers on the temperature of the sea at different depths.

The Lyra not being able to communicate with the Alceste by
signal in consequence of the haziness of the weather, changed her
birth and anchored close to us during the night of the twenty-ninth.
On the following morning, Captain Hall came on board the Alceste,
with information that he had been visited the evening before by two
Mandarins, who stated that the Viceroy of Pe-tchee-lee might be daily
expected at the mouth of the Pei-ho to receive the Embassy.

On the first of August, the same Mandarins waited on His Excel-
lency with intelligence of this Viceroy’s disgrace, and of another
having been appointed to succeed him. They added that a mes-
senger had been despatched to the latter with the news of our arrival,
and that three officers of high rank appointed to take charge of the
Embassy were already at Ta-koo, and they requested that two of the
gentlemen of the Embassy might be sent to compliment them on
their arrival.

The bearers of this information were of low rank ; one wore a
crystal, one an ivory, and two of them gold buttons. They were tall,
robust, and stately men, of very impudent deportment, endeavour-
ing to pass themselves off for Ta-Gin, (great men:) a title only given
to those of their countrymen who are much their superiors in rank.

* See Appendix, F.
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They were received in somestate by His Excellency, who, dressed
in his robes, and attended by Sir George Staunton and Mr. Ellis,
waited for them in his cabin, to which they were conducted by
Mr. Morrison through a passage formed by the other gentlemen of
the Ambassador’s suite. Having remained a few minutes in confe-
rence with the éommissioners, and having partook of cherry* brandy,
they left the ship, accompanied by Mr. Morrison and Captain
Cooke.

These gentlemen returned to the ship the next morning, having
seen the Imperial Legate and two other officers of high rank, who
were to possess the chief conduct of the Embassay. Quang was the
name of the Legate. Chang and Yin the names of his coadjutors.
The two latter, when Mr. Morrison and Captain Cooke left the shore,
were intending a visit to the Ambassador as soon as the wind, which
was then high, should moderate. The weather, however, for two
days disappointed our curiosity to see them. But the morning of
the fourth of August proving fine, we began at an early hour to look
for their approach, and by ten o’clock in the forenoon observed some
large junks with the insignia of high mandarins standing towards the
ship. They contained Chang and Yin. Two officers of inferior’
rank were despatched a-head in a small vessel to announce their
coming, and were the bearers of their cards of compliment. Chang
and Yin arrived in less than an hour after them, and were saluted by
seven guns. Captain Maxwell, Captain Hall, the other commanders
of the squadron, and the officers of the Alceste in their full dress
uniforms, received them on the quarter deck ; the marines presenting
arms, and the band playing, as they passed below to the state cabin,
to which they were conducted by Sir George Staunton and M. Ellis,
and were received at the door by His Excellency in his robes.

- These Mandarins were in appearance much above the middle age.
Chang, the elder, wore the opaque blue button ; Yin, the opaque red

* The Embassy found, in every part of China, cherry brandy the most seducing
cordial that they could offer to a Chinese palate.
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button. Chang was a civil and Yin a military Mandarin. They had
intelligent ¢ountenances and easy engaging manners. But Chang was
graver than Yin, who had already ingratiated himself by his smiles.
They gave me no very exalted notions of Chinese magnificence ;
being both very plainly dressed, and attended by a train of very
shabby looking fellows. Yin was accompanied by several soldiers,
who did not add to the dignity of his cortége. Indeed the appear-
ance of the whole party was strikingly contrasted with the very taste-
ful and imposing splendour which surrounded them on board the
Alceste. Her clear and ample decks, her well arranged rigging,
her formidable artillery, her men prompt and orderly, and her officers
in full uniform, formed a picture of propriety and order, of magnifi-
cence and power.

- When Chang and Yin entered the Ambassador’s presence, their
attendants who attempted to follow them were detained in an anti-
room. They expressed the greatest curiosity to obtain a sight of His
Excellency, often attempting to open the door of his cabin, and
looking much displeased at being prevented. The persons of these
men threw off a most disagreeable odour, arising in some measure
from their use of garlic and assafcetida, but more from their want of
cleanliness. It was some time before I could bear this repulsive
atmosphere with sufficient composure to examine the various parts of
their dress, which had much in novelty at least to attract my attention.
Each man wore by his side a variety of accoutrements, which on a
first glance seemed to be intended for warlike purposes, but on a close
examination dwindled into very peaceful appendages. A worked
silk sheath, in shape like the blade of a dagger, enclosed a harmless
fan. A small leather bag, studded with brass, and 1esemb]1ng a
cartouche box, supplied flint and steel for lighting their pipes.
These hung sometimes from their girdles by the side of their chop-
sticks, but were frequently in their mouths, pouring forth volumes of
smoke, and giving rise to a flow of saliva which was discharged
without any attention to place.

Both mandarins and attendants wore girdles fastened with clasps
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formed of different kinds of stone. Of these a coarse green agabe,
lapis lazuli, and a stone called Yu, were the most general. Of
the agate I could learn nothing; the lapis laguli was said to be
common on the island of Hai-nan ; the Yu I shall have occasion to
mention hereafter.

The audience having terminated, Chang and Yin left the shlp
under the same honours with which they had been received. As
soon as they were gone, a junk came alongside with a present of
bullocks, sheep, pigs, bags of rice, chests of tea, sugar, candles,
and numerous other articles, intended as a supply to the squadron.
But they were not proportionate, especially in bullocks, to the number
of ships. The Chinese explained the deficiency, by stating that ten
oxen had been drowned in attempting to embark them during rough
weather ; but they showed no disposition to replace them. With
the provision was brought a large quantity of fuel, consisting of
charcoal and of coal. The former, as far as I could judge from some
partially charred branches not deprived of their bark, was made
chiefly from the oak. The latter contained little bitumen resembling
plumbago rather than coal, and had been brought according to report
from the neighbourhood of Pekin.

‘The junks which conveyed these supplies were the most clumsy
looking vessels imaginable, but were skilfully managed by the Chinese
sailors. Although their fall masts, each of one entire tree taper-
ing upwards, frequently surpassed our main mast in height, and
were conse.quently liable to injure our yards, no accident occurred.
They were provided with excellent cordage made from the fibre of
a plant which grows on the banks of the Pei-ho. Their anchors
were of wood and of iron ; the former had only one fluke, the latter
several, and were formed like the grapnels of our boats. * They

* De Guignes describes a similar anchor used by his boatmen on the Grand Canal to
fasten their vessels to the shore. ¢ Dans le cas ot le bateau s elmgne trop du rivage un
matelot porte alors une ancre & terre, et I'on vire dessus pour s’en rapprocher: ces
ancres, ou plutot ces grapplns ont quatre branches, dont trois sont pomtues, et la
quatriéme a un anneau auquel est attachée une chaine de fer qui sert a deraper I'ancre.”

Voy. & Pek.
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differed, however, from them in having a rope fastened to a ring in
one of the flukes by which they could be drawn up with great ease.

The men who navigate and probably live in these junks, subsist
chiefly on millet rendered gelatinous by immersion in hot water.
With this they eat a savoury preparation of vegetables cut into small
stripes, and preserved in a kind of soy. At their meals each takes a
basin of millet to himself, but the savoury dish is common to many.
In eating they bring the basin close to the lips, and shovel its contents
by means of their chop-sticks into their mouths till they are fully
crammed ; then wedging in a morsel of the piquant vegetable, mas-
ticate the whole together. Having finished their repast, they wash
their mouth with the water in which the millet had been steeped.

The visit of Chang and Yin led to the arrival, on the following
day, of junks for the reception of the presents intended for the
Emperor of China, and of the baggage of the Embassy. The
greatest activity being immediately used in trans-shipping them, it
was reported on the evening of the next day, that the whole of the
presents, and a considerable portion of our stores were safely on board
the Chinese vessels. Mr. Davis and Mr. Cooke visited the shore on
the morning of the 6th of August, to ascertain whether the boats
intended for our conveyance through the country were in readiness,
and returned in the evening with the information that every thing
was prepared for our reception. Junks came off at an early hour
the next morning for the residue of our equipage, but were obliged
by rough weather to make for the shore after receiving a part of it
only. The whole of the 8th proved so stormy as to prevent all
communication with the land. But the next morning being fine and
calm, it was announced by nine o’clock that all our baggage had been
embarked, and that junks were in readiness to convey us to the
shore. These having received the servants, band, and guard, waited
for His Excellency at a short distance from the ship.

At 12 o’clock at noon of the 12th of August, Lord Amherst and
the gentlemen of his suite left the Alceste in his barge. The yards
of the squadron were manned on the occasion, and successive salutes
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and cheers bade us farewell from every ship. On reaching the junk
intended for our conveyance to the mouth of the Pei-ho, it was found
very inadequate to the accommodation of the whole party, unless
they stood exposed on its deck to a burning sun. A few, therefore,
took refuge under the awning of the Ambassador’s barge, which was
towed alongside. '

Having in this manner arrived within a short distance of the
mouth of the Pei-ho, Capt. Cooke was despatched a-head in a
small boat to announce our approach to the Legate. The Am-
bassador and his train at the same time changed their situation
from the junks to the boats of the squadron which had accompanied
us ; and were now arranged, under the direction of Capt. Maxwell,
into a picturesque order, in which they proceeded up the river.

The entrance into China by the mouth of the Pei-ho is entirely
destitute of interest. The shores are flat, barren, and marshy:
a few reeds alone giving them an appearance of verdure. Some
mud forts situated on the banks, saluted the Embassy repeatedly.
‘with three guns. A band of gaudy troops also met us at the
mouth of the river, and having been passed, moved off to re-
appear higher up.

About an hour after leaving the junks, we arrived at Ta-koo, the
first collection of huts that deserves the name of a village on the
banks of the Pei-ho. It was here that the boats prepared for our
reception were arranged along the right bank of the river; each
vessel carrying at the mast-head a flag, on which was inscribed, in
large Chinese characters, Koong-Tsou, Tribute Bearers! The Am-
bassador’s yacht communicated with the shore by a bridge of bamboo
and painted matting. The Legate paid his respects to His Excellency
soon after our arrival, and expressed great anxiety that we should com-
mence our voyage as soon as possible ; but as no part of our personal
baggage had been landed, our departure was necessarily delayed till
the next morning. He however immediately set out by-land to
prepare for our reception at Tlen-smg

We found the banks of the river covered on our arrival with a

L
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crowd of people assembled to see the Embassy; and forming a
most motley group. In front were mandarins and soldiers, tawdrily
dressed and variously armed; behind, the mob of all classes and
complexions, séome in white robes, others quite naked, some in
immense hats, others with parasols, many bare-headed, and all with
long tails. This diversified mass was suddenly thrown into con-
fusion by a party of soldiers, who, flourishing whips on all sides,
opened ‘a passage for a number of servants, carrying trays laden
with all kinds of provision in profuse abundance. These formed a
present from the Legate to the Ambassador and his train, and were
placed in order in the fronts of the boats of the three commissioners.
It woyld be impossible to particularise the different parts of this
ostentatious supply. It comprised all sorts of dressed meat, of
sheep roasted in halves and quarters, pigs and fowls in abundance,
innumerable Chinese made dishes, amongst others, stewed sharks’ fins;
stags’ sinews, birds’ nests, and sea-slugs ¥, pyramids of cakes and
sweetmeats, a large quantity of pickle, and several jars of wine. A
part of these formed our dinner ; and as it was the first time of partaking
of Chinese fare, curiosity induced us to taste the made dishes, but
their flavour did not tempt us to do more. The joints of mutton,
pigs, and fowls, were so besmeared with a kind of varnish, that they
exhibited a perfect metallic polish, and seemed so much more
adapted to please the eye than gratify the palate, that we did not
attempt to injure the brilliancy of their surface.

At the close of day we went in search of our boats, and on finding
them, discovered that no part of our personal baggage had been landed,

* These animals, the bitch de mer of the Portuguese, are in the greatest estimation
among the Chinese, who purchase them of the Malays, by whom they are collected
in large quantities from the coast of New Holland. They frequent especially the Gulf of
Carpentaria, where they find these animals in abundance. Mr. Brown observes, Annals
of Botany, Vol. 1. p. 395., ¢ They collect two kinds of this animal: the one black, called
by the Chinese batoo, of double the value of the other, which is white, and called by
them roro. A hundred pikol are a load for a prao: the price of the better kind is
forty dollars the pikol, of the inferior, twenty.” Mr. B. supposes the animal to be a
species of Doris.
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and we in vain endeavoured to persuade the Chinese to take our cots
from the junks: bare boards formed our resting places: for the night.
The novelty of our situation would alone have prevented our obtaining
any sleep, had not myriads of musquitoes kept us perpetually on the
watch. These tormenting insects were more virulent on the banks of
the Pei-ho near the sea, than I had elsewhere found them ; their sting
indeed was so intolerable, that it was impossible to remain quiet in
any place where they abounded, and no place was free from them.
In vain 1 endeavoured to escape them: wherever I went, they either
followed or received me ; and whatever change of situation I made,
seemed to be a change for the worse.

Early the next morning we took possession of our respective boats,
but found them very defective in their accommodation for the number
of persons whom they were intended to convey. As however we ex-
pected to obtain others in a few days at Tien-sing, and were anxious at
starting not to disoblige the Chinese, we made ourselves as comfortable
in them as they would permit, and prepared, though not without a
murmur, for our voyage. We had little cause to look forward with
much pleasurable anticipation to the liberty which we were likely to
enjoy during our passage through China. Whilst we remained at
Ta-koo, a piece of ground, not a hundred yards square, was divided
off for our perambulations, and kept by soldiers, who would on no
account suffer us to pass beyond it. It was therefore with no very
pleasing expectation that we heard the gong give the signal for
departure at ten o’clock in the morning of the tenth of August.

And now my reader is perhaps as anxious to learn, as I was to see,
all that is worth observation between Ta-koo and Tien-sing; but let
me prepare him for disappointment. No country in the world can
afford, I imagine, fewer objects of interest to any species of traveller,
than the banks of the Pei-ho between those places. The land is
marshy and sterile, the inhabitants are poor and squalid, - their
habitations mean, dirty, and dilapidated, and the native productions
of the soil are few and unattractive. The scenery had only novelty
and strangeness to recommend it ; but had it possessed the attractions

L 2
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of Arcadia, they would have been polluted by miserable objects
of wretched and naked men, tracking our boats and toiling often
through a deep mire under a burning sun. These poor fellows were
attended by overseers, who kept them to their work, and prevented
their desertion, but did not, as far as I could observe, exert their
authority with cruelty. Scarcely had our eyes become in some
degree familiarised with their appearance, when they were offended
by the sight of a dead body frightfully swollen, lying on its back,
and floating down the river. Our boatmen passed it without regard.
I must confess, that in turning from the contemplation of such objects,
I recovered with some difficulty that state of mind which was neces-
sary to an unprejudiced examination of the country through which I
was passing.

The banks of the river during our first day’s journey were not much
above its level, and seemed to be formed partly by its depositions,
and partly by soil scraped from its bottom, and frequently contained
long beds of shells, which gave them a stratified appearance. The
country beyond them was low, and could seldom be distinguished
from the boats, but when seen exhibited a dreary waste, unbroken
by marks of cultivation. Patches of millet, interspersed with a species
of bean, occasionally surrounded mud-huts, on the immediate margin
of the river; but their produce could scarcely be considered equal to
the support, even of those people who assembled to see the Embassy
pass. Of these, much the greater number were men miserably clad,
having little else than a thin covering to their loins, and many were
without even this essential to decency. The few women who
mingled with them appeared to be quite insensible to the nudity of
their neighbours ; who were so far from considering it offensive that
they frequently applied the only article of clothmg, which they
possessed, to their shoulders.

The dwellings of these people were built of mud, had no windows,
but were exposed to the weather by a hundred apertures. When they
were in sufficient numbers to form a village, the house of a mandarin
of- low rank was generally seen in their neighbourhood. This was
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usually of a squai'e form, and built of sun-dried brick of a blue colour,
and covered with a shining roof. Around it was a wall, in front of
which stood a high upright pole bearing a flag, inscribed with large
Chinese characters. - Over the enclosure I often observed a row of
female heads, which looked as if separated from their bodies, and
planted upon it : they always disappeared, however, when attentively
gazed on. ‘ .

Amongst the objects which attracted our attention during the day,
the large stacks of salt described by Sir George Staunton and
Mr. Barrow were most conspicuous. These were not however
composed of bags, but of loose salt, which in most instances was
covered with bamboo matting, under a coating of clay. In others,
it was partially or wholly exposed. In the last case, men were
_ turning it over with shovels, and exposing it to the sun. It was
stated by some of our Chinese attendants, that it was formed in pits,
near the spot on which we saw it.

During our second day’s journey, we were often amused by ob-
serving a man or a boy floating down the stream astride on a
bundle of rushes, and directing his course by a single paddle. That
the Chinese should be dexterous in supporting and guiding them-
selves in water, was little surprising to me when I contemplated the
many children who inhabited the banks of the river, and were con-
stantly sporting in its stream.

As we advanced, the country gradually, though slowly, improved.-
The patches of millet became of greater extent; and we saw a
greater number of people perfectly clothed. This alteration of cha-
racter was still more apparent when we approached within a few
miles of Tien-sing. Large fields of corn and pulse were now frequently
contiguous, the dwellings more substantial, and the inhabitants more
healthy and robust than any we had before observed. The number
of people indeed who lined the banks of the river, and the nume-
rous boats which blockaded our passage, for the last two or three
miles before we reached this city, was incalculably great. But it
- must not be supposed that they formed its own population only,
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since their amount was unquestionably swelled by the inhabitants
of the country for miles around. And even of the multitude whom
we saw, an inaccurate judgment was liable to be formed. It was not
a fixed body of people. Those Chinese who had taken their stations
most .remote from the city were the first to obtain a view of the
Embassy, but not satisfied with a single glance, moved with us, in-
creasing successively the numbers before whom we passed. But as.
they were obliged to go behind their countrymen, who would not
relinquish their posts on the margin of the bank, their change of
situation was not readily observable. ’

The appearance of the people, who were of all classes, was
rather that of inhabitants of different climates than of the same
district. The dark copper colour of those who were naked contrasted
so strongly with the paleness of those who were clothed, that it was
difficult to conceive such distinct hues could be the consequence of
greater or less exposure to the same degree of solar and atmospheric
influence: * but all conjecture on this subject was set at rest by re-
peated illustrations of their effects. Several individuals, who were
naked only from their waist upwards, stripped themselves entirely for-
the purpose of going into the water, to obtain a nearer view of the
Embassy. When thus exposed, they appeared, in the distance, to
have on a light-coloured pair of pantaloons. But difference of
“colour was not the only variety of character observable in them.-
The eyes of those whose complexion was dark, had less of the de-
pressed curve in their internal angles, so remarkable in the Chinese
in general, than of those who were of a lighter tint. Indeed in some

* De Guignes makes the following observations on the complexion of the Chinese:
Le teint des Chinois est d'un brun-clair; mais cette couleur varie suivant la qualité des
individus et leur profession. Les coulis, les matelots, les ouvriers, et les laboureurs, plus
exposés par état a Pardeur du soleil, sont plus bruns, et méme d’un brun-foncé; tandis que
Phomme en place a le teint plus clair, plus blanc, et quelquefois fleuri. Voy. i Peking,
Tome ii. p.159.
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instances, as I especially observed in my boatmen, this peculiarity
entirely disappeared. Can these modifications of physical character
depend on varied circumstances of individual habits in the same
climate ? :

The land along the banks of the Pei-ho, from Ta-koo to Tlen-smg,
bears the strongest marks of recent formation ; consisting of clay and
sand, in nearly equal proportions, and being free from the smallest
pebble. The beds of shells alternating with strata of earth, of unequal
thickness, mark its periodical but unequal accumulation by the soil
which is brought down by the river at different seasons. The debris
of the Tartar Mountains afford no doubt the materials of its com-
position. Whilst the larger fragments of rocks are retained near
their base, to exhibit perhaps in other times the phenomena of
breccial formations, their comminuted parts are rolled on and deposited
near the mouth of the river, and may at some distant period constltute
rocks of uniform stratification and structure.

The Embassy arrived at Tien-sing, at 4 o’clock in the afternoon of the
12th of August, the third day after leaving the mouth of the Pei-ho.
Soon after our arrival, it was announced that Lord Amherst would
have a conference with the Legate and Soo-ta-jin, a Mandarin of high
rank, on the following day, and partake at-its close of an imperial
feast, to which the gentlemen of his suite were also invited. We
therefore set out the next momlng at ten o’clock, in procession, for
the hall of audience: the commissioners and suite travelling in
sedans, preceded by the servants, guard, and band on foot.

We traversed several narrow streets lined on both sides with shops
much ornamented ; having large and high boards painted of a red
colour, and inscribed with Chinese characters in black and gold, stand-
ing in their front, and forming a gay, and rather pleasing vista. Their -
various articles for sale were indicated by a number of curiously-
shaped emblems hanging in rows before them. Great crowds had
planted themselves in every direction to see us pass, amongst whom
the utmost silence and order prevailed ; and although they exhibited
an anxious curiosity to obtain a peep at the inmates of the sedans,
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not a single instance of troublesome importunity occurred. Very few
women were observed amongst them. Those of whom we caught a
passing glimpse, were peeping from behind the men, and withdrew
their heads the instant they perceived themselves noticed. A great
many well-dressed and interesting-looking children were held up to
see the procession pass: many of them had so little of the Chinese
character in their faces, that they would scarcely have attracted atten-
tion in an English crowd. The men were generally well made, and
frequently tall; and I did not observe in them that uniformity of coun-
tenance which I had been led to look for in the Chinese. In different
parts of the city, we passed through archways of considerable width,
serving as entrances to principal streets. In these hung swords,
shields, bows and arrows, and other arms.

Having been carried about for nearly an hour, we arrived at our place
of destination, and were immediately shown into a spacious apartment,
formed of bamboo and painted matting, and erected for the occasion.
It is difficult to describe the glittering and tawdry magnificence
which now suddenly opened upon us. An immense number of
painted lamps, pictures, and other ornaments, in all the colours of
the rainbow, hung about us on every side ; whilst a crowd of Man-
darins, in their dresses of ceremony, rendered the animated part of
the scene n less striking.

Lord Antherst, Sir Gedrge Staunton, Mr. Ellis, and Mr. Morrison,
having been shown into an inner apartment, to confer with the Legate
and some other Mandarins, the gentlemen of the suite were left to
contemplate at their leisure the objects around them. The room was
of a broad oblong, approaching to an oval. At one extremity, a
projecting canopy decorated with scarlet silk overhung a long range
of tables covered with scarlet cloth. On these were placed rolls of
silk and cotton of the most dazzling colours, intended as presents for
the Embassy. The floor of this division of the room was raised above
its general level. Immediately in front of it, two rows of small low
tables were placed on the right and left hand for the feast, having by
their side carpets and silk cushions for the accommodation of the
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guests. Beyond them was a screen of curious workmanship, repre-
senting a vine in full fruit. The whole was worked in relief. The
fruit was imitated in glass (the Chinese said gems) of different colours,
with which the artist had expressed, with great effect, its different
degrees of ripeness, transparency, and bloom. The leaves and ten-

drils, formed of the same material, were equally well executed ; and
the trunk carved from the wood of the screen in every respect
resembled what it was intended to represent. A table covered with
yellow cloth, and supporting a vessel of smoking incense, stood
before it : the whole was symbolical of the presence of His Chinese
Majesty. All around this sacred emblem, carpets were laid in regular
approach for the accommodation of its faithful votaries. Beyond
these, an open space was terminated by a stage, gay with all the
colours that Chinese fancy could suggest. Pots of flowers and dwarf
trees were distributed over the room, and were often ‘mingled with
pieces of limestone. Along its sides tables and benches were arranged
for the use of the Mandarins in waiting, who regaled themselves with
M
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tea, ice, and fruit. The Mandarins were rather gorgeously dressed,
although their external garment was plain; being a loose crape robe,
with no other ornament than a stork or a tiger, denoting their civi
or military order, worked on the back or breast. Beneath this, and
disclosed by its movements, appeared a silk petticoat, beautifully
interwoven with gold and silk, in the forms of dragons and flowers.
Their boots were of satin, and served them for pockets. Their caps
were small and conieal; covered with long red hair, and surmounted
with a globe, whose tolour indicated their rank. Fans, pipes, and
chop-sticks, hung by their sides; and English watches, in embossed
cases, were suspended from many of their girdles. These were
highly prized by the wearers, who anxiously enquired our opinion
of their value.* Their fans were not costly in their materials or
construction, and in no respect resembled those elegant specimens
of Chinese workmanship which are imported into Europe from
Canton; being formed of paper and Japanned wood, with a few
devices faintly sketched upon them. A supply of these was distri-

* In every part of China, through which the Embassy passed, watches were considered
as objects of the greatest curiosity. The attendants of the Embassy were perpetually
requested to dispose of their’s. I was not, however, able to ascertain, whether they valued
them as markers of time, or simply as curious baubles. That they use them, however,
as horaries, is probable, as the division of the Chinese day nearly resembles our own. The
Chinese reckon twelve hours to each day. The first hour begins at eleven at night, and
finishes at one in the morning. Each hour is divided into two Poen-chy, (half hour);
each Poen-chy into four quarters, named Chy-ke. The hours are generally named accord-
ing to their succession, as Tse-chy, first hour; Tcheou-chy, second hour. They also
receive the names of animals; as,

1. Chy, Rat. 7. Ma, Horse.
2. Nieou, Ox. 8. Yang, Sheep.
‘8. Hou, Tiger. 9. Heou, Monkey.
4, Tou, Hare. 10. Ky, Fowl.

5. Long, Dragon. 11. Keou, Dog.

6, Che, Serpent. 12. Tchy, Hog.

See De Guignes’ Voyage a Peking, Tom. ii. p. 425.
There can be no doubt, as far as the experience of the members of Lord Amherst’s

Embassy goes, that watches are the most aoceptable presents, on a small scale, that can be
offered to the Chinese of all ranks,



CEREMONY. 83

buted to the gentlemen of the Embassy, and were rendered very
acceptable by the excessive heat of the day.

Nearly two hours had elapsed before His Excellency re-appeared
in the banquetting-room. It was impossible to doubt the cause of
his delay : he was arguing the question of prostration. . We lobked
at the screen with unpleasant anticipations, as the Chinese pointed to
the carpets, and most significantly acquainted us, that on them we
must knock our heads. At length the Ambassador came and informed
us of the nature of the ceremony that he intended to go through. 1t
was of the same kind, he observed, as that which he sometimes per-
formed before the empty throne of his own sovereign : he should bow
as often as the Mandarins prostrated themselves. He then advanced
towards the screen, and was placed, with Sir George Staunton, Mr.
Ellis, and Mr. Morrison, immediately before it, having six- Man-
darins of high rank on his right-hand, and the gentlemen of his’ suite
behind him. At a signal given by an officer, who uttered a few
words * in an exalted and singing tone, the Mandarins fell on their
knees, -and, inclining their heads, knocked them three times against
the ground, and then arose. A second and a third time: the signal
was repeated, and a second and a third time they knelt and knocked
their heads thrice against the earth. The: Commissioners and the
gentlemen of the suite bowed respectfully nine times.

When the ceremony was completed, His Excellency, Sir George
Staunton, and Mr. Ellis, were ¢onducted to the tables prepared for
them on the right, whilst the principal Mandarins seated themselves
at others on the left, assuming to themselves the place of honour.

* Mr. Bell, in speaking of the ceremony performed by the Russian Ambassador before
the Emperor, at Pekin, states, that < The Master of the Ceremonies stood by and deli-
vered his orders in the Tartar language, by pronouncing the words morgu and boss : the
first meaning to bow, and the other to stand.” ¢ Two words,” he adds, ¢1 shall never
forget.”

f De Guignes states, that ¢ the place of honour amongst the Chinese is on the right;
amongst the Tartars, on the left;” an observation we had no opportunity of verifying. . In
every instance of ceremonial observance which we saw in China, the left was the sltuatlon
of honour. :

M 2
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A crowd of servants immediately entered, bringing trays containing
part of the feast, which they placed on the tables. Four courses
were served : the first consisting of soup, said to be composed of
mares’ milk and blood; the second, of sixteen dishes of fruits and
dried meats ; the third, of eight basins of stewed sharks’ fins, birds’
nests, harts’ sinews, and other viands used by the Chinese for their
supposed aphrodisial virtues ; and the fourth, of twelve bowls of dif-
ferent kinds of meat cut into small pieces, and floating in gravy. In
addition to the usual Chinese table apparatus of chop-sticks and por-
celain spoons, we were supplied with four pronged silver forks, curved
like a scymetar. The wine, made from rice, was contained in small
earthen kettles, from which it was poured into porcelain cups, by
servants bending on one knee, and was drunk warm.

During the feast, a play was performed; and, at its close, feats of
tumbling were exhibited. The dresses of the performers were very
gorgeous, and were said to resemble those worn by the Chinese
before the Tartar conquest. Confusion and noise were the only cir-
cumstances of the performance which impressed themselves upon
me, for I could understand no part of the story. The tumbling was
more expressive of strength and agility. After continuing at table
about an hour, we rose, and the performance ceased. The back part
of the theatre was then thrown open, and disclosed a long passage of
painted matting, terminated by a rude drawing of a ]arge dragon.

Having returned to our boats in the same order in which we had
left them, we received presents of silk, cotton, and the remains of the
feast. Each gentleman was presented with four pieces of coloured
silk ; and each of the servants, guard and band, with four of coloured
cotton. His Excellency, Sir George Staunton, and Mr. Ellis, re-
ceived separate presents.

At day-light the next morning we left our anchorage, and again
proceeded on our route up the Pei-ho. My companions were some
way a-head when I discovered that my boat was still at anchor, and
on going out to enquire the reason, found that my trackers had ab-
sconded and that others had not yet been provided. Whilst waiting
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for their arrival, my attention was attracted by several -Mandarins
sitting along the bank of the river, smoking their pipes. Whethe
they were indulging in a morning habit, or whether they were officers
who had been superintending the departure of the Embassy, I could
not learn. They were of high rank, and received from a number of
Chinese who had occasion to pass them numerous and profound salu-
tations. These were always very ludicrous, and often very servile.
Where the difference of rank was small, the inferior contented him-
self with a slight curtsey, and the usual chin-chin, which is performed
by clasping the hands, and moving them quickly two or three times
up and down before the breast ; but where it was great, he made a
succession of what might be called running curtseys ; moving rapidly
towards his superior, he performed as many genuflexions as possible
in a given time. These were sometimes so low, that I was surprised
how he could keep his legs whilst making them. A great number of
peasants were at this time carrying into the city, or depositing on
stalls in its vicinity, a great variety of vegetables, and large masses
of ice ; who, although they passed close to the Mandarins, did not
salute them. In China, a salutation from an inferior, to one very
much his superior, is considered a mark of impudent familiarity, and
subjects the former to the paternal punishment of the bamboo.

The thickness of the ice which I here saw sufficiently testified the -
severity of the cold which must prevail in these parts during the
winter. Two large lumps, about the size of an oyster-barrel, fastened
to shallow baskets, and suspended from the end of a bamboo sup-
ported across the shoulders of the bearer, were carrying about in
all directions. No people understand better, or use more, the refresh-
ing qualities of ice during hot weather, than the Chinese. Every poor
fruiterer whom we met with in the environs of towns or cities in the
north of China, either vended masses of it at the lowest price, or used
it for cooling his articles of sale. Nothing was more common in the
. precincts of Tien-sing and Tong-Tchow, than to see Chinese sucking
fragments of it, or carrying it about in their hands. The steward of
the Embassy was supplied with it in profusion, for cooling wine.
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The .Chinese preserve it in the usual way, by burying it deep in the
glaound during the summer. -

- Trackers being at length supplied to my boat, I soon reJomed my
companions. - We passed, during the day, many of the junks which
convey .corn to Pekin, answering, in number and magnitude, to the
description given of them by the writers of the former Embassy ;
and having, from the manner and order of their arrangement, a very
imposing appearance : they were moored in regular succession along
shore, their lofty and highly-ornamented square sterns meeting us as
we ascended the river.

- Immediately after quitting Tien-sing, the country exhibited much
of the same characters of wildness and flatness which they possessed
from Ta-koo to that place. The chief difference consisted in an
addition to the kinds of cultivated plants. Besides millet and beans,
the Sida tiliefolia, one of the hemp plants of the Chinese, the Sesamum
Orientale, from which they extract an esculent oil, and the Ricinus
* communis, castor-oil plant, continually occurred in patches, or in fields.
. Our progress up the river was slow, in consequence of the repeated
visits paid by the Mandarins to His Excellency, in order to press his
performance of the ceremony of prostration.

On the morning of the 16th of August, at the termination of a con-
ference which the Ambassador had held with the Legate, the boats,
ingtead of advancing, dropped down the stream, and anchored before
a village called Tsai-tsun. Lord Ambherst informed the gentlemen
of his suite, at breakfast, that there was great probability of the
immediate return of the Mission, in consequence of his refusal to
perform the ceremony. We therefore concluded, that this retrograde
movement was preparatory to our going back ; but were glad to learn
that intelligence had been received of the departure of our ships from
the Gulf of Pe-tchee-lee, as the Chinese would consequently be obliged
to conduct us through the country to Canton.

During the delay of .the boats, I visited the shore, and penetrated
into the. country to some distance beyond the banks of the river in
search of plants, but was not well rewarded for my trouble. The
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Polyganum lapathifolium, and aviculare, two species of . Cliengpodiumi
the T'ribulus cistoides, Statice limontum, and Hibiscus trionum, were thé
only uncultivated plants which I met with. In my walk, I was taught
not to trust to the appearance of cultivation on the banks of d river
as an indication of the general fertility of a country. . In the imme-
diate vicinity of Tsai-tsun, the Holcus Serghum, the Kow. Leang, or
tall corn of the Chinese, clothed the margin of the river. Its high and
thickly planted stems had prevented our seeing the country beyond
them whilst we remained in the boats, and had led us to suppose that
it was generally well cultivated. I now found it to consist of a sterile
marsh, extending to an undefinable distance. The soil collected from
the river, and sometimes deposited: by its overflow, frequently ren-
dered its immediate precincts productive, whilst all beyond was
untouched by the hand of the cultivator. At this early period, I was
enabled to observe, that much as the Chinese may excel in obtaining
abundant products from land naturally fertile, they are much behind
other nations in the art of improving that which is naturally barreh.

On my return, I passed through the village, and was presently
surrounded by its male inhabitants. Dirt, squalidness, and extreme
poverty, were as usual their leading characteristics. . Their habitations
were miserable beyond any thing which England can exemplify.
Built of mud, and divided into unfurnished rooms, ventilated by
several apertures, they looked more like the dens of beasts than the
habitations of men. The state of these huts, and the want of clothing,
may produce little human suffering during the summer; but as the
winter of this part of China is long and severe, its inhabitants must,
without better provision against cold, endure great misery. In the
midst of so much poverty, I was astonished at meeting with three
women not only decently, but handsomely clothed, whom I sur-
prised in turning suddenly the corner of a house. They were standing
in an angle formed by the projection of two walls, and could not
well escape me; indeed they showed little inclination to do so, but
appeared much pleased with an opportunity of examining one of the



88 CHINESE VILLAGERS.

horse-faced men. * These women were of low stature, had faces
longer in proportion than those of the men, but so covered with a
flesh-coloured paste, that I could not distinguish the tint of their
complexions. There was a general air of languor about them, which
was especially marked by the drooping of their upper eyelids, the
interval between which and the lower ones was so narrow, as scarcely
to appear sufficient for the purposes of distinct vision. Their inter-
nal angles were more deflexed and lengthened than in the eyes
of the men. Their hair was black, and neatly rolled up on the crown
of the head, and ornamented with flowers. Their dress consisied of a
loose blue cotton robe with long sleeves, and a pair of loose trowsers
of the same material, but of a pinkish colour. The robe was fastened
before by several buttons from the chin downwards, and fell below
the calf of the leg. Its sleeves covered the hands. The trowsers were
fastened about the ancle, and almost covered with their folds the
small and tight shoe which ‘peeped from beneath them. I had con-
templated these curious objects for some time, when our mutual admi-
ration was broken in upon by the appearance of some soldiers, who
caused the fair ones to hobble off as fast as their crippled and stunted
feet could carry them. _

No manners could be more simple and obliging than those of the
villagers, when they were satisfied that there was nothing mis-
chievous in- my disposition ; for, in their first deportment towards
me, they evinced the same sort of feeling which is sometimes expe-
rienced in approaching an animal whose temper is unknown. " This
was strikingly displayed by the children, who, observing me much
employed in collecting plants, immediately began to gather them.
They then approached with caution, step by step, holding their
offérings at arms’ length, and running off the instant I attempted to’
take them. When, however, I had once received any part of them,

- * By this appellation we were frequently known in China, in consequence of our com-
paratively long faces and large noses.
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all restraint ceased, and I was presently laden with bundles of flowers,
which although of no great variety, I could seldom refuse ; as, in
doing so, I occasioned very evident chagrin to my young friends. f
- On the morning of the 17th, the Ambassador having had another
conference with the Legate, the boats quitted their anchorage, and
again proceeded with their heads towards Pekin. In the evening,
I walked along the banks of the river, accompanied: by Mr. Amherst
and Mr. Poole, till we were very disagreeably pressed by a crowd of’
Chinese who collected about us. We then stopped before the boat
of a Mandarin, and being invited in, went on board. This gen-
tleman, a Colonel in the Chinese army, was sitting, when we first
saw him, on the bow of his boat, naked to his waist, reclining on
a chair with a sloping back, and smoking his pipe. He quitted
both on our entrance, and immediately clothed himself. We were
hospitably entertained, and treated with fruits and wine. The wine
was heated in a small kettle over a basin of boiling water, and
drunk from small porcelain cups, not much larger than 4 thimble.
Having remained as long as we wished, I proposed rejoining our
companions ; but on rising, we were rudely, the Chinese would say
politely, replaced on our seats, and now found that our boats were
not in sight. The vessel in which we were, had moved from the shore
without our knowledge, and was now very far ahead of the barges of
the Embassy. It was eight o’clock, and very dark. I began to fear
that His Excellency would be alarmed at the absence of his son ; but
in vain endeavoured to impress the same apprehension on the mind
of the Mandarin : he insisted that we should remain, and ordered
his servants more than once to lead me back to the cabin, which
I had left to ascertain if the lamps of the Ambassador’s barge
were visible. It was ten o’clock before we again anchored, and
twelve before the boats of the Embassy arrived, which had been
delayed by the grounding of several, in consequence of the shallow-
ness of the river. As soon as the Mandarin was informed of their
near approach, he ordered his servants, dressed in their costume of
ceremony, to conduct us to the Ambassador’s yacht; on reaching
N
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which, I was glad to find that no alarm had been excited, as we had
been seen to enter the Chinese boat.

On the following day, we arrived within fifteen miles of Tung-
Chow. The face of the country varied much during the last few
miles of our progress, the banks of the river becoming higher, more
" sandy, and less fertile. The millet disappeared, and no cultivation
was to be seen but in the distance. In the back ground, on both sides,
small houses, surrounded by trees, were frequently distinguished,
and were more numerous in proportion to our advance. No village
was near the place of anchorage for the night, but a great number
of Chinese formed a kind of encampment about us, having a variety
of provisions for sale. These consisted chiefly of small round flat
cakes, - hard-boiled eggs, walnuts, areca-nuts, and tobacco. The
venders of these articles carried them about on small wooden stands,
suspended from the ends of bamboo, which they bore across their
shoulders. Our boatmen, who bought nothing that was not repeat-
edly weighed, gave us no very high opinion of the honesty of their
countrymen. Different kinds of refreshment were also to be obtained
in a large booth erected within a few yards of our boats. This was
formed of matting, and divided into two unequal partitions: the
larger served as a room of general accommodation, -and was fitted up
with tables and benches ; the smaller was used as a kitchen. Our
trackers occupied this building, partaking largely of their favourite
Sam-tchoo and hot millet cakes. The tout ensemble had so much, the
appearance of a resort of gypsies, that I did not look for much clean-
liness in its culinary arrangements; but on visiting the interior of
the kitchen, found the different utensils for cooking arranged with
great neatness and order. The cook, a plump and sleek old man,
naked to the waist, seemed from his complexion to have passed all his
life within the influence of a furnace. =~ He had supplied himself with
an ample store of charcoal, with which he kept up fires in small stoves
of baked brick placed on a table before him. Over these were set
large iron bowls, in which he baked, and preserved hot, cakes formed
of flour, sugar, and the oil of Sesamum : these materials were kept

\
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ready mixed by his side. He was much pleased by my visit ; showed
me all the secrets of his art, and begged me to partake of its produce;
but this was too much impregnated with the oil of Sesamum to be
at all agreeable to my palate. This favourite ingredient in Chinese
dishes, is expressed from the baked seed of the plant, and has a
highly empyreumatic flavour.

Leaving this place, I passed, on the way to my boat, the tents of
our Chinese soldiers, arranged along the shore, and forming a scene
of much interest. Each was lighted by a blood-red lamp suspended
from three sticks set up in a triangle in front of its opening. Groups
of soldiers were sitting around them, either smoking their pipes or
playing at dominos. 1 placed myself in the midst of one of them,
and at once drew their attention towards me. They examined every
part of my dress, and seemed especially struck by the fineness of my
linen, and the apparent richness of my gilt buttons. Not satisfied
with a superficial examination, they pressed me to take off my coat
and other parts of my dress, and did not appear altogether contented
at my non-compliance with their wishes.. They were less fastidious
on their part; not only removing any part of their “clothes which
they thought me desirous to examine, but urging me to keep it; and
would not be satisfied until I had accepted a white linen badge
inscribed with large Chinese characters, which was worn by each
soldier about his neck. The largeness and length of my hands also
occasioned them some surprise and amusement : theirs, like those of
all the Chinese, when compared with the hands of Europeans, are
very small. When placed in mine, (which are not excessively large,)
wrist against wrist, the ends of their fore-fingers scarcely extended
beyond the first joints of mine. :

At an early hour on the following morning, we were again in pro-
gress towards Pekin, and reached Tung-Chow, twelve miles from
Pekin, at four o’clock in the afternoon. Crowds of people on the
shore, and in boats, assembled to witness our approach, exhibiting
the same general characters as those whom we had seen at Tien-sing :
but a greater number of them bore the marks of extreme poverty.

N 2
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CHAPTER 1V.

Thue quarters prepared for the British Embassy at Tung-Chow were
scarcely capacious enough for the pccommodation of its principal
members, consisting chiefly of a small suite of apartments, composing
a long building of one story, having a colonnade before it, and situated
at one end of an enclosed yard, which was entered by a gate at its
other extremity. These were occupied by the Ambassador and one
or two of the principal members of the Mission: the others pre-
ferred sleeping in their boats, but assembled at meals in the Ambas-

sador’s house.

Report having informed the unofficial part of the Mission, that at
Tung-Chow the question respecting prostration was to be finally
determined, they looked anxiously for events which should speedily
decide their fate. On the afternoon of the 21st, the arrival of Impe-
rial Commissioners of very high rank was announced by some Man-
darins who waited on His Excellency. We were at dinner when
the coming of these persons was made known, but the Ambassador
immediately prepared to receive them. The guard was turned out,
and the band ordered to play on their entrance. Sir George Staun-
ton, Mr. Ellis, and Mr. Hayne, waited for them at the gate of the
court-yard, while His Excellency remained a few steps in advance
of the door of his apartment. They did not keep us long in expect-
ation. Six Mandarins, all of whom wore either the clear or opaque
blue button, and three of them peacocks’ feathers, soon entered, with
an air of haughtiness that it is impossible to describe. They pushed
rudely past the gentlemen at the gate, without returning their salu-
tation ; scarcely noticed His Lordship, and hastening into his apart-
ment, took the seats of honour before he entered. Such a prelude
to a conference predicted the shortness of its continuance. It did
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not last ten minutes; and at its termination, the Mandarins were
dismissed with every mark of contempt. The band was silenced ;
and the guard, which had been drawn out, was ordered to withhold
the intended salute on their return. The despicable presumption of
these men gave a foretaste of the treatment that His British Majesty’s
Representative afterwards experienced from their superiors.

The Imperial Commissioners proved to be very exalted personages :
their names Ho* and Muh. Ho was brother-in-law to the Emperor,
had distinguished himself by his personal bravery in a late rebellion
which had shaken the Chinese throne, was now one of the chief
ministers of state, and might be considered in rank equal to a Duke,
by which title he was usually distinguished in the Embassy. Muh
was the President T of the Le-poo, or Tribunal of Rites and Cere-
monies. They differed from each other in age, person, and manners,
but were both Tartars. Ho, in appearance between thirty and forty
years of age, was in stature about the middle height, of a robust form,
and dark ruddy complexion. In his deportment he was strikingly
frank, but impetuous and overbearing. Muh, on the contrary,
venerable in years and in person, was gentle in manner, and chiefly
remarkable for unyielding taciturnity. . These men had come: to
instruct the Ambassador in the correct mode of performing the Tartar
ceremony, not only in the presence of the Emperor, but before every
piece of yellow rag which they might choose to consider as emble-
matical of the presence of His Chinese Majesty. The Duke seemed
disposed to carry his point by a violent and threatening manner ; the

* Ho’s name at full length, according to Mr. Morrison, was Ho-she-tae; which trans-
lated is ¢ Ho great in his generation.” He held several important situations, the prin-
cipal of which was the Presidency of the Board of Forcign Affairs.

+ Mr. Morrison has observed, that in China there are only seven persons who hold
the office of Shang-Shoo, or Presidents Three of these were now with the Embassy :
"Ho, le-far-yuen shang-shoo, President of the Board for Foreign Affairs; Muh, le-poo
shang-shoo, President of the Board of Rites; and Soo, (who had met the Ambassador
at Tien-sing,) kung-poo shang-shoo, President of the Board of Public Works.
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President had been too often drilled into the habits of passive obe-
dience, to support his colleague otherwise than by silent acquiescence.
The morning following the impudent visit of their envoys, His
Excellency, accompanied by the other Commissioners and his suite,
visited them both at a small public building in the middle of the
city of Tung-Chow, at the distance of rather more than a mile from
. his residence. The Commissioners went in sedan-chairs ; the suite
in carts. The sedans were not uncomfortable conveyances ; but the
carts fully merited the character given of them by different European
writers, who have experienced the effects of their motion ; being in
fact the most execrable machines imaginable. They were made of
very strong materials, firmly fastened together. The wheels, fre-
quently without spokes, were low, and fixed to very short axletrees.
The bodies, covered with tilts of matting, open only in front, were
just wide enough to admit two persons wedged close together ; had
no raised seats, and were in contact with the axles. Such a construc-
tion, in no way lessening the force of the shocks to which they are
petpetually liable from the nature of Chinese roads, although of little
consequence to the Chinese, who through habit readily accommo-
date themselves to their motion, was to us a serious evil. The only
method used to render these vehicles at all tolerable, is in moving
the wheels so far back as to throw the weight between them and the
horse ; but of this contrivance we had no opportunity of expe-
riencing the comfort. Yet, however inconvenient, they were well
defended’ from the weather by coverings of mats; and a screen,
extending from the top, defended the mules which drew them.

The road through which we passed, on our way to the place of
audience, was cut into deep and unequal ruts, filled with fluid mud,
which threw off, when agitated by the passage of the carts, an offen-
sive exhalation nearly equalling that of the fish-market of St. Sebas-
tian. We were obliged to bear it, being unable to cover our nostrils
with our hands, which were employed in supporting us against the
concussions that our machines every instant received. We were indeed
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so bruised, as to feel no desire for a repetition of the same discipline.
Little did we expect what was awaiting us in our Yuen-Mlng-Yuen
expedition. ,

The Duke received the Commlssmners and Mr. Morrison in &
small hall, in front of which was a court-yard. As usual, no accom-
modation was provided for the other members, who were permitted
to take their choice between a drenching in a heavy rain, and suffo-
cation in a crowded room of ill-savoured and importunate Chinese.
Fortunately for us, the audience soon terminated. The Duke had
insisted on the performance of the ceremony of prostration, and the
Ambassador had peremptorily refused to comply with it. The Duke
had threatened to send him from the empire without seeing the
celestial face of the Emperor, and His Excellency had declared his
readiness to depart. The latter, however, put into the hands of
the former a letter addressed to His Chinese Majesty, containing
his reasons for declining to perform the ceremony. This letter
was readily received by the Duke, who appeared glad of a plea for
moderating the high tone he had assumed. “On this letter now
seemed to depend our only chance of visiting Pekin, During the
conference; the voice of the Duke was heard very high and decisive
in all parts of the court-yard. . A

We returned from the hall of audience in the same manner as we
went to it, again undergoing the cart exercise, but were unable to
observe much order in starting. The Chinese muleteers hurried us
into the vehicles; and as soon as they saw their respective passengers
fairly seated, carried them off without waiting for their companions.
On this, and on every other occasion in which the British Embassy
appeared in public, the Chinese seemed to imagine, that the only
persons necessary to accommodate or oblige, were the heads of the
Mission. When they were induced to attend to the convenience of
its other members, they were generally influenced either by fear or
interest.

In returning to the Ambassador’s house, we were obliged to con-
tent ourselves with a mere passing glance at the city and its inhabitants.



96 TUNG-CHOW.

Shut up in our tomb-like vehicles, we could see little that was not
straight before us, but that little in a good measure satisfied our
curiosity. The interior of the city, of all the places which I ever
beheld, was the most filthy. The rain, which fell in torrents on the
morning of our visit, had perhaps rendered it more so than usual ;
but heaps of dirt, which every where strewed its streets, marked
their usual uncleanliness. . In one lane the horses were knee-deep in
mud, and the bottoms of the Commissioners’ chairs touched its sur-
face. The smells which arose from these sources were sufficiently
noisome in themselves, but received an increase of offensiveness from
-the peculiar odours which were thrown off by numerous cook-shops
that lined our road, aided perhaps by the dead animals, too closely
resembling cats and dogs, which hung in their front. 4

- Tung-Chow is similar in the general arrangement of its streets to
Tien-sing ; but in the cleanliness of the houses, and the appearance
of its inhabitants, is much inferior to it. To Captain Cooke, who was
on horseback, and had better opportunities of observation than
those who travelled in carts, I am indebted for the following remarks
on-its walls and gates. ¢ To reach the outer wall we passed over a
bridge thrown across a ditch of sufficient width and depth, if kept
clear, to form a considerable obstacle to besiegers. The wall appeared
to be from sixty to seventy feet high, and judging from the length of
its arched gateway, fifty feet thick. = When beyond this, we passed
another at right angles to it, in a second wall of about thirty feet in
thickness. 'The gates were of wood, seven or eight inches thick.
There were numberless embrasures in the walls and gateways for -
arrows or musquetry : I saw no great guns.”

For two or three days after our visit, communications took place
between His Excellency and the Duke, the result of which was only
known to the diplomatic part of the Embassy. But the movements
of the Chinese soldiers, and the report of a person in the Embassy
being obnoxious to the Chinese government, kept us in a state of
uneasy feeling. The guards round our quarters were doubled, and a
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caution published that the Chinese should avoid conversation with
the strangers. These measures were adopted by the Chinese in the
hope of.influencing His. Lordship’s decision, respecting the per-
formance -of the ceremony of prostration, in their favour. It is
almost needless to remark, that they were ineffectual.

On the morning. of the 27th, His Excellency sent a note to the
Duke, definitively declaring his - intention not to perform the cere-
mony ; and requesting that the necessary arrangements might be made
for his departure. We therefore looked for our immediate return;
and it was with equal surprise and satisfaction that we' witnessed' a
visit from the Duke to the Ambassador in the afternoon of the same
day, to acquaint him with the Emperor’s intention' to .wave:the
ceremony of prostration, and to receive him on his .own, terms,
at the palace of Yuen-Ming-Yuen. The Duke was now all. smiles
and graces, and- seemed as urgent for our instant departure for the
Imperial Presence, as he had before been to keep us.from it. Orders
were immediately given. for landing the presents and baggage, and
the next day was named for our journey.

So much expedition was used by the Chinese, in providing the ne-
cessary means of transport, that by three o’clock in the afternoon of
the 27th, every article had been put into waggons, or on machines to
be carried by hand. An elegant barouche was at the same time un-
packed for the conveyance of the Ambassador, his son, Sir George
Staunton, and Mr. Ellis. To .draw.this, four mules were provided,
but so small, that they.were almost lost in the splendid harness
brought from England for their equipment; the collars especially being
so large, as to require considerable ingenuity to fit them to their
necks. Four sedans were directed to follow, to be in readiness ‘in
case of accident, a circumstance not unlikely to occur, as coach, mules,
and roads, were unadapted to each other. The whole equipage, how-
ever, exhibited a good appearance, and excited great astonishment
in a crowd of Chinese who assembled to see it. )

Carts .and saddle-horses were provided for the. conveyance of the
gentlemen of the suite, and waggons for the servants, band and guard.

o
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The carts, drawn each by one mule, resembled those which I have
already described. The horses were miserable looking animals, both
in themselves and in their caparisons. That on which I rode was
about thirteen hands and a half high, of a bay colour, having all his
bony points extremely prominent. Accustomed to follow en train,
and of an obstinate temper, he would seldom pass any of his kind ;
and always chose his own pace, which was something between a trot
and an amble. His equipment perfectly harmonised with his personal
properties. Two pieces of board forming the saddle, met at so
acute an angle, that his bare spine would have afforded a more
pleasant support. Behind and before it had two high projections,
on the former of which I occasionally sat, to relieve myself from the
effects of its central portion. A piece of scarlet cloth was indeed
thrown over ; but as this was continually slipping, it rather increased
than remedied the inconvenience arising from the bare boards. A
piece of old cord formed the girt, and permitted the saddle to turn,
when I endeavoured to mount. The stirrups were suspended by
strings, so short, that they scarcely hung beneath the animal’s body,
occasioning some danger of collision between my knees and nose.
The bridle was of no better materials, and had a bit which the animal
totally disregarded. A piece of cord attached to the reins served as
a whip. Such an outfit would not have excited dissatisfaction, had it
been similar to that of equestrians of respectability in the country ;
but I did not witness an instance of the poorest Chinese being more
miserably mounted. Remonstrance was in vain ; the mandarins in-
sisted that no better means of conveyance were to be obtained, and
many of the gentlemen preferred any other mode of travelling to
that of the carts. ’

One of the servants and one of the guard being too ill to travel
~ without the means of more convenient transport, application was made
to the Chinese for litters. = Two were brought, but of a description
that it was impossible to use. They were nothing more than two
straw or wicker baskets, three feet and a half long and two broad,
having the half of their bottoms out, and the remainder so rotten,
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that there was every probability of its giving way. In these machines
the Chinese proposed to place the invalids, unsheltered from the
weather. On their being pointed out to His Excellency, he de-
clared that he would not quit Tung-Chow till others of a better
description were provided. Several of our Chinese attendants im-
mediately pretended to seek them; but in their peculiar spirit re-
turned with a cart, appointed to convey one of the gentlemen, but
of which they had taken possession during his absence. Lord
Ambherst now directed that two of the sedans intended to follow
his carriage, should be given up to the sick, and thus secured
to them more easy vehicles than any which the Chinese seemed
disposed to afford. '
Every thing being at length ready, our journey commenced at
four o’clock in the afternoon. The gentlemen on: horseback went in
advance of the carriage, the sedan chairs followed immediately
behind it, then the carts, next the servants, band and guard in
waggons, whilst the rear was closed by our baggage.. Every point of
the procession was surrounded by mandarins and soldiers in chairs
and carts, on horseback and on foot : the whole moved at a foot-pace.
We soon reached the gates of Tung-Chow, through which we ex-
pected to pass; but the ways proving too narrow for His Lordship’s
carriage, we took a road under its walls. These are of an: oblong
square, as stated by Du Halde, and are built of an ill-burnt brick of a
blue colour. No masonry could be less expressive of strength, or
in a state of greater dilapidation. Leaving the city, we soon
reached a handsome bridge of one arch, built of a granular lime-
stone, and ornamented with figures of lions. Having left this, we
came to the paved road which extends from Tung-Chow to. Pekin.
The pavement consisted of large blocks of granite, so irregularly laid,
that large chasms from long wear had intervened between them
sufficiently deep for the overturn of carriages. These coutinually
occurred through its whole extent, and occasioned the greatest an-
noyance to those who travelled in carts. That part of-the country
through which we passed whilst day-light continued, was on each side
o2
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of. the road well cultivated with millet; but. exlnblted no scemery -
with' ény claim to descrlptlon

We .travelled so slow, ‘that night ‘tame on before we had
advanced five miles. My horse I very soon abandoned ; and having
with no unintelligible marks of contempt yieldled him up to:.a
soldier, endeavoured to prosecute my journey on foot, and was
instantly. surrounded by a crowd of Chinese soldiers and porters, who
accompanied us, and peasants who had assembled from the neighbour-
hood. Their usual importunity was growing exceedingly trouble-
some, when the coming up of the black drummer of the band
suddenly relieved me. " This man, of a fine figure, six feet in height,
of a jet black complexion, was an object of irresistible curiosity with
the Chinese. Wherever he went, crowds followed, and left every
other person of the embassy to gaze upon him. To feel his hands,
and to compare their colour with that of their own; to endeavour by
signs to ascertain from what part of the world he came, was their fre-
‘quent and eager employment. We always thought ourselves fortunate
in our excursions when he had preceded us, and carried off the
mob. I continued my walk till after dark, when having suffered two
or three severe falls from the holes in the road, I took refuge in the
cart of a friend. .

About nine o’clock the procession halted at & smiall village distant
five miles from Pekin. The Ambassador was conducted to a building
more  resembling a shed than a house, and ushered into a large
apartment  intended for the accommodation of all the persons
of the Embassy, and some of their horses. At its further- extre-
mity, a long table was spread for the Ambassador and gentlemen: of
his suite; in the centre, benches and tables were placed for the ser-
vants, guard and band ; and at a short distance beyond these, horses
received their fodder. Our repast consisted of fowls served up whole,
but without any instruments to carve them. We were consequently
obliged, much to the amusement of the bye-standers, to separate the
limbs with our fingers.. Water, and ‘spirits in taste and strength like
-alcohol, were given us to drink. The room was filled by Chinese, who
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were present for any purpose, ‘rather than that of attending on the
Embassy. In short, a more disagreeable entertainment cannot be
imagined. But all fared atike ; for'in this instance, the Chinese made .
no distinction in the accommodation of the Ambassador ‘and: the
lowest of his train. After the delay of about an hour, His Excel-
lency readily yielded to the solicitation of the attendant Mandarins
to hasten our departure for Pekin. These gentlemen, of whom
Quang -and Soo were the principal, urged Lord Ambherst to de-
party with much anxiety of manner, alleging as an excuse for their
_ importunity, that the Governor of Pekin was waiting his arrival at
the gates of the city.

When preparing to leave, I found that the sick had suffered much
from the journey, and that their number had been increased by
one of the band who had fallen ill on the route. For these, who
were all suffering from acute disease, and liable to severe pain from
slight motion, application was again made to the Chinese for
comfortable litters, but without effect. The only relief that could
be afforded to them was in large doses of opium, larger indeed
than, under ordinary circumstances, it would have been prudent to
administer, but which fortunately diminished their sensibility so
much as to enable them to complete the remainder of the journey
without severe suffering.

The Ambassador having again taken possession of his carriage,
the different "persons of his suite went in search of their respective
carts, but had the greatest difficulty in finding them. They had
been removed from the neighbourhood of the shed in which we. had
supped, into a sort of stable yard, in its neighbourhood. Not being
acquainted with this circumstance, the gentlemen in vain wandered
about for some time in the dark, without receiving any assistance
in their search from the numerous Chinese who surrounded them,
and who only grinned on witnessing their dilemma. Accident at
length relieved them from'their embarrassment ; but few I believe
re-possessed . themselves of the same carts that had brought them
thus far on their journey.

i
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- I was more fortunate than many of my companions. The manner
in which I had relinquished my horse on the road induced the
Chinese, who always watched minutely the actions of the persons
of the Embassy, to replace him at our halting-place by another of a
very different character. He was respectable both in condition and
equipment, and soon enabled me to overtake the Ambassador, leaving
the carts with the other gentlemen far behind. *

Havmg given my horse to a servant, I mounted the box of the
carriage, which was now escorted by men carrying large flambeaux, a
precaution necessary to prevent its overturn by the inequalities of
the road. The carts were lighted by small paper lanterns of
a red colour, which in a long line produced a singular effect.
About twelve o’clock we reached the suburbs of the city of Pekin,
and found even at this late hour Chinese curiosity fully awake.
Thousands of people crowded the road, holding up their small oval
lanterns to gain a view of the procession. The light of these was
sufficient to discover the faces of the crowd and the style of the
buildings by which we were-passing. It was a strange scene. The
eye, after wandering over numberless naked and illuminated heads,
rested on gilded Piazzas stretching in front of the houses, and reflect-
ing the light of the torches. :

We were in constant apprehension of driving-over the people ;
but were saved from this misfortune by a band of Chinese soldiers,
who flourishing whips on all sides, cleared the way with great dex-
terity. After proceeding some time, we became anxious to reach
the city gates ; but were soon mortified, by observing that the car-
riage’ was quitting their direction, and that our conductors’ tale
of the Governor of Pekin waiting our arrival, was only an instance
of Chinese falsehood. The carriage being now directed to the

_ * There can be little doubt from our subsequent experience, that the confusion and
difficulties which embarrassed the suite, after the departure of His Lordship, were planned
by the Chinese to separate them from each other.
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outside of the walls, all the skill of the coachman was required
to prevent its overturn. The danger arose from the narrowness
of the ways, being only suited to the short axles of the Chinese
carts. We first passed through a lane having a high bank on
one side and a deep ditch on the other, and when clear of this,
entered upon a succession of bridges, overhanging deep ravines,
and formed of planks without parapets, and with scarcely sufficient
width to admit the wheels of the carriage. =~ Beyond these, we gained
a road passing between the walls and a ditch, which seemingly en-
circled the city. This road being rather good, we were congratu-
lating ourselves upon a termination of our difficulties, when the carri-
age became fixed in a deep mire. All the efforts of the mules could
not for some time move it, although assisted by several Chinese,
who put their shoulders to the wheels. Whilst we were thus circum-
stanced, Mandarins continually went by, without paying any attention
to our unpleasant situation. The Commissioners having alighted,
the carriage was at length drawn out, and proceeded without further
obstacle, till it reached at the dawn of day the celebrated gardens of
Yuen-Mmg-Yuen

The morning was fine, and opened to us a scene of novelty and
beauty. After travelling, since leaving Ta-koo, through an uninter-
rupted flat of two hundred miles, remarkable neither for its pro-
ductions or cultivation, we beheld unusual charms in the hills,
trees, and flowers which surrounded us. Fields of Nelumbo rearing
high its glossy leaves and gorgeous flowers, edged by trees with
the foliage of the Cassia, spread at our feet, whilst the Tartar
mountains approximated by the haze of the morning rose in the
distance. ~All the descriptions which I had ever read of the
paradisiacal delight of Chinese Gardens occurred to my imagination;-
but in imagination only was I allowed to enjoy them. Aects of
fraud, tyranny, and violence speedily effaced the first rising of
pleasurable emotion.

Arrived within a short dlstance of the imperial palace, the
Ambassador’s carriage was stopped by some Mandarins in their
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dresses .of ceremony, who from a crowd: of. others advanced to
meet.it.  Several of these, amongst whom .were Soo-ta-jin and
our conductor Quang, immediately requested His Excellency to
enter the.imperial place. His Lordship at first refused, plead-
ing fatigue and illness, and begging to be led to the quarters-
prepared for him; but after repeated solicitations and assurances
that he would only be detained to partake of refreshment, he
alighted, and, accompanied by his son, Sir G. Staunton, Mr. Ellis,
and a few of the gentlemen of his suite who chanced to be about his
person, passed through a multitude of Mandarins to the palace.
Repeated attempts appeared now to be made to separate His Lordship
from his attendants, by carrying him rapidly forward ; obliging them to
use considerable exertion to keep up with him, by pressing through a
host of opposing Chinese.. At length the whole party reached the
palace, and were pushed into a room, which, if a fair specimen of
“other parts, might induce the supposition that His Chinese .Majesty
was ‘king of the beggars. On entering, it was impossible not to
be reminded  of Van Braam’s exclamation under similar circum-
stances, Nous wvoila donc @ notre arrivée dans la célébre residence
impériale logis dans une espéce d’'écurie. Nous serions nous attendus
@ ‘une . pareille aventure. - This room was perhaps twelve feet in
length and seven in breadth, and was surrounded on all sides by win-
dows, or rather openings furnished with shuttersin the same manner,
as- the port-holes of a ship. Its roof was a tattered paper sky-light.
The shutters were thrown open, to gratify the curiosity of the lower
class .of Chinese, whilst crowds of Mandarins and Princes of the
blood :satisfied their’s by filling the room almost to suffocation.
As soon as. His Excellency entered, he threw himself upon a
‘bench, much exhausted by fatigue, watching, and agitation of mind.
All followed his example, and pretended to sleep in the hope of
avoiding the ceaseless importunity of the Chinese. But they would
in no respect suffer our repose. In a few minutes after our arrival,
came Soo-ta-jin, stating to the Ambassador the desire of the Emperor
to see him and the other Commissioners. Lord Ambherst replied, that
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fatigue, illness, and the want of the necessary attire, rendered his com-
pliance with the Emperor’s desire almost impossible ; and requested
that His Majesty would allow him that day to recover himself, beg-
ging at the same time to be conducted to the dwelling appointed for
him. His Lordship’s excuses were not received. The Emperor’s
wish was again and again urged, as not to be rejected ; but His
Excellency adhered to his former remonstrance. Soo-ta-jin was
strongly supported in his solicitations by the legate, Quang. Find-
ing, however, that their entreaties’ were unavailing, they retired;
but were immediately succeeded by the Duke, who entered the
room with a determined air, and. going up to the Ambassador,
repeated the Emperor’s desire to see the Commissioners; adding,
that they would only be required to perform the English ceremony.
On receiving the same answer that had been given to Soo and
Quang, he caught His Lordship rudely by the arm, beckoning at
the same time to some surrounding Mandarins te assist him. They
obeyed the signal, and stepped forward; but before they reached
the Ambassador, we started up, and advanced towards him, when in
the act of shaking off his unmannerly assailant. This sudden move- -
ment stopped the Duke, and alarmed his attendants ; the former
quitted his hold, and the latter fell back, with countenances full of
astonishment. His Lordship, freed from the grasp of the Duke,
protested, with great firmness and dignity of manner, against the
insult which he had received, and claimed to be treated as the
representative of a great and independent Sovereign; declaring,
that force alone should carry him into the Imperial presence. The
Duke at once altered his tone, endeavouring to make it appear,
that what we had considered as an attempt to force the Ambassador
from" the ‘room, was only the Chinese mode’ of assisting a person
unable to walk ; -adding, that a sick man had no will of his own;
anid in the most persuasive' manner, "entreated His- Lordship to
wait on the Emperor, who, he said, merely wished to see him on
his arrival, and would not detain him. Persuasion, if it could have
P
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availed at first, was now too late. Defeated in  his purpose, the
Duke left the room in high displeasure.

It was now that His Excellency appealed to us, as witnesses of
the violence which he had suffered ; and looking to the probability
of its recurrence, cautioned those who were armed, against using
their weapons in resisting it. Our reflections at this period were
not of the most pleasing nature. We could not but be sensible,
that we were in the hands of a despotic and capricious government,
whose ministers had been repulsed in an attempt to carry a point of
the deepest interest to themselves, and who were obviously free
from the restraint of courteous feeling. Indignation, however, was
our predominant emotion ; and was in no small degree increased by
the annoyance that we experienced from the number of eunuchs,
mandarins, and princes who infested the apartment. Notwith-
standing the strongest appeals made by Mr. Morrison to their sense
of propriety and civility, they continually pressed upon us ; examin-
ing our persons with the most unceremonious closeness. They
even wished the Ambassador, who was reclined on the bench, to
rise, that they might the better view his person. It was plain that
they looked upon us as a strange species of animal, whom it was
curious to observe, but as beings without the pale of civilised
treatment. They also seemed to suspect that we might not be
perfectly harmless. Had they again attempted to carry their first
intention into effect, they would probably have discovered that
Englishmen had not been trained in the habits of non-resistance
to tyrannical insult.

Our speculations were soon interrupted by the arrival of a mes-
senger from the Duke; who acquainted His Lordship, that his visit
to the Emperor would be dispensed with, and invited him to the
Duke’s apartments, that he might be free from the pressure of
the crowd. His Lordship, looking at this invitation as a mere feint
to draw him into the Imperial presence, at once refused it ; observ-
ing, that if he were well enough to visit the Duke, he could have
no reason for refusing to see the Emperor. On receiving this reply,
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Ho became again impatient, and again waited on His Excellency.
In this visit he was all civility, and used every motive that he could
imagine to induce the Ambassador to meet his wishes. His impor-
tunity being too suspicious to be complied with, he again left the
room without attaining his object; but only to harass His Excellency
with message after message, to which he always received the answer,
that «the Ambassador wished to be led to the house prepared for
him.” After some time the messages became less frequent, and
then altogether ceased. Mandarins and soldiers, who had been drawn
up in the front of the palace, were observed to disperse; and intelli-
gence was soon after brought to the Ambassador, that he was at
liberty to go to his own apartments, and that he would be attended
by the Emperor’s physician.

His Lordship 1mmedlate1y quitted the palace, and endeavoured
to reach the carriage, which had remained in the place where we
had left it. At first, great difficulty was experienced in getting
through the Chinese who surrounded us. Several soldiers, armed
with whips, attempted to open a passage; but as they only struck
the ground, their efforts were unavailing. We had, however, more
effectual aid at hand. The Duke, who had followed us closely,
seeing our impediment, seized a whip, and striking furiously all
the Chinese who did not fly before him, speedily cleared our path;
the nobles of all ranks, in their dresses of ceremony, sprawling over
each other in their efforts to escape him. We now soon reached
the quarters prepared for the Embassy, in the village of Hai-tcen,
and found our companions, who had been purposely separated from
us, perplexed at our absence, and overcome with fatigue.

The Ambassador was immediately visited by the promised physi-
cian. This gentleman, who appeared to be something beyond the
middle age, was dressed as a Mandarin. He felt His Lordship’s
pulse in both wrists ; and having observed that his stomach was pro-
bably disordered from the use of a Chinese diet, recommended
repose and an emetic, and retired. The report of this person to the
Emperor, materially influenced, as it afterwards appeared, our subse-
quent treatment.

P2
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The house intended for the accommodation of the Commissioners
was sufficiently comfortable, both. in itself and its situation,. and had
been the residence of Chou-ta-jin, one of the worthy conductors of
Lord Macartney’s Embassy, who was now on the frontiers of Russia.
It consisted of apartments communicating. by door-ways covered
with rolling screens formed of rattan. Its furniture, exclusive of
tables and chairs highly varnished, consisted of large couches covered
with embroidered scarlet silk. It stood in an enclosed space of some
extent, laid out in a tasteful manner, and ornamented with showy and
interesting plants. Suites of rooms for the accommodation of the
other members of the Embassy were comprised in detached build-
ings in its neighbourhood. These had not much to recommend
them, being little better than counterparts of our reception-room in
the palace. We passed to them through archways and circular open-
ings * in walls surroundmg small gardens. In one of these, a large
building, open in front, and supported by pillars covered with yellow
silk, was prepared for the reception of the presents.

Having partaken of a splendid breakfast, consisting of the chmcest
Chinese fare, we retired in search of the repose which should enable
us to enjoy the inviting scenes in our neighbourhood. We were
too much fatigued by the journey of the preceding night, to wait the
unlading of our cots, but throwing ourselves on benches or chairs, were
soon in a deep sleep. But scarcely had we begun our dreams of all the
beauties of Yuen-Ming-Yuen, when we were roused by the noise of
preparation. It was the preparation for our instant return to Tung-
Chow. The Emperor, incensed at the Ambassador’s refusal to visit
him, had commanded our immediate departure. Chang brought
the order, and was soon followed by a Mandarin, who, in a loud

* It is very common 'in China to see the apartments of dwelling-houses and temples,
and the out-door enclosures, communicating with each other by round door-ways De
Guignes observes, ¢ La porte du bonheur est celle de forme ronde, celle ci a la vertu,
suivant les idées Chmmses, d’arréter les gémes malfaisans et de garanter le propriétaire du

logis de leur malignes influences.”
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voice and imperative gesture, called for the principal interpreter.
Mr. Morrison appeared. I am a messenger,” said this pompous
gentleman, ¢ from the Keu-mun-te-tuh, governor of the nine gates
of Pekin, the greatest military officer of the empire; commniander
of a million of men. He orders the Ambassador instantly to quit
the limits of his command.” * Such a mandate was not to be
entirely disobeyed ; we therefore prepared to depart, but not with
all the expedition that the Chinese wished. They proposed sending
our baggage after us, but could not induce His Excellency to set out
till he was satisfied that every article which had been removed from
the carts was replaced. ‘

- Although now in circumstances the most disgraceful in Chinese
estimation, being under the displeasure of the Emperor, we experi-
enced some sympathy in our misfortunes. Yin, the military Mandarin
who had accompanied us from the Gulf of Pe-tchee-lee, walked from
person to person, condoling with each as well as he could, and attri-
buting . our difficulties to the will of heaven. Many of the inferior
Chinese attendants had also more of compassion than of triumph in
- their countenances, and endeavoured by signs to induce us to eat,
before we undertook our troublesome journey. - And let me not
here pass over the humane conduct of a poor Chinese towards myself.
He was a young man who belonged to Mr. Morrison’s boat, and
acting as that gentleman’s servant, had been often employed for me
in collecting plants, for which he received a small recompense. See-
ing me at this time in search of a cart, he led me to the best he could

* This gentleman did not confine himself to the strict purport of his message, but took
occasion to give his opinion of the conduct of the Ambassador. ¢ The Ambassador,” he
said, ¢ has behaved rudely. Your King is respectful and obedient, but your Ambassador
isnot: he has used disrespectful language. The Emperor will write to the King, and
complain of him.” On being told that the Ambassador had only begged His Chinese
Majesty graciously to defer thauaudience, he exclaimed, *The ceremonies of the Celestia)
Empire are unalterable.” "¢ This is no time to talk of ceremonies,” observed Mr. Mor-
rison. “ Nor am I sent for any other purpose than to order 'your departure,” rejoined
the other, and went away. :
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find, recommended me strongly to the care of its driver, and during
the journey brought me refreshments, when no exertion of my own
could have procured them.

Before leaving Yuen-Ming-Yuen, a request was once more made
in behalf of the sick, whom it appeared quite hazardous to subject to
the inconveniences of another night-journey, that they might remain
behind under the care of their medical attendant till the next day.
This application being made to our conductor Chang, he readily
answered, that ¢ as they would only have to travel twenty lees, less
than seven miles, that night, they had better go with the other
persons of the Embassy.” This answer is a good illustration of
the falsifying disposition of the Chinese. They seldom directly
refuse a request which they do not intend to grant, but evade it by a
lie which is not immediately palpable. Chang knew that the Em-
bassy were to be hurried as fast as possible to Tung-Chow ; but by -
speaking the truth, he could not have freed himself so easily from
our importunity. Another attempt to obtain litters having no better
success than that made at Tung-Chow, the invalids were put in pos-
session of the carriage of His Lordship, who determined to return
to Tung-Chow in a chair.

As soon as the Ambassador entered his sedan, the dlﬁ'erent vehi-
cles containing the persons of his train were hurried off at a rapid
pace. The pomp of imperial favour no longer attended us. The
confusion and haste of a forced journey took place of the slow move-
ment and orderly arrangement of a procession. .The crowd of Man-
darins and soldiers that had hitherto attended us, disappeared, and
were not replaced by a single responsible person.

We reached the city of Pekin at the close of day, stepped from
our carts to steal a piece of its walls, had just time to observe that
they were built of a sun-dried brick of a blue colour, resting on
a foundation of blocks of granite, and were hurried round ‘them
to its suburbs. It was dark when we emtered them. A num-
berless mob again surrounded us, thrusting their lanterns, hanging
from the ends of short staves, into the carts, to obtain a view of our
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faces. As we were not in a humour to indulge their curiosity, many
of their lanterns coming in contact with our feet, were sacrificed to
our irritability. Beyond the suburbs, we again got upon the paved
road, and travelling along it at a fast trot, felt the sensation of conti-
nual dislocation and replacement in every joint of our bodies. About
twelve o’clock many of the Embassy halted in a heavy rain at the
house in which we had received our strange entertainment the night
before. Neither shelter nor refreshment being now provided, we took
refuge in our carts; and during their telay of an hour, obtained some
sleep, and then proceeded on our journey. At four in the morning
we reached Tung-Chow, and gladly entered the boats ; which, in our
present circumstances, had the attraction of homes. The buildings
that had been occupied by the Commissioners were closed against us.

The boatmen were much surprised at our sudden return, but
received us joyfully and kindly. These men, who, in their ordinary
habits of life, often suffer from hunger, and at all times feed on a
meagre diet, had fared sumptuously on the redundant supplies of the .
Embassy. They had also experienced the liberality of individuals, and
were for these reasons glad to see their benefactors so soon in a situa-
tion to renew their services. They did not, however, fail to speculate
amongst themselves on the cause of our sudden appearance, and to
express their surprise at our escaping the wholesome correction of
the bamboo, for our insolence in opposing the will of their mighty
Emperor. Lord Amherst, Sir George Staunton, and the other gen-
tlemen who travelled in chairs, did not arrive till some hours after the
carts. The carriage with the sick was obliged to stop all night on the
road, near Pekin, in consequence of not being supplied with either
guides or torch-bearers. Many casualties had occurred on the journey.
Several of the baggage-waggons had been upset, and much of the bag-
gage wasinjured. But this was a slight grievance. One of His Lord-
ship’s servants was nearly killed by the overturning of his cart, through
the carelessness of his driver; receiving in the fall a severe coneus-
sion of the brain, the effect of which still incapacitates him for his
usual avocations.
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When we. were somewhat recovered from our fatigues, and looked
back on the occurrences of the last two days, we seemed rather to
have awakened from a dream, than to have experienced any circum-
stances of real existence. It was impossible to link them together
in any probable chain of cause and effect. We could only conjecture
that we had been hurried to and from Yuen-Ming-Yuen, and sub-
jected to all kinds of indignity and .inconvenience, to suit the will of
a capricious despot.. It would have been in vain to calculate on the
next events. The same will might load us with fresh insults, or again
call us to the imperial presence. _

Before night, our suspense was in some deoree relieved by reports;
from authentic sources, that-the. Emperor had been deceived by his
ministers respecting the real cause of the Ambassador’s refusal- to
visit him, and lamented his hasty dismissal. Early the next morning
these rumours were.-confirmed by the -arrival of Soo and Quang,
with presents from the Emperor to the Prince Regent, consisting
of a sceptre cut from a siliceous stone, of a greenish white colour,
and called by the Chinese Yu; a necklace of agate, and other
‘beads;: and several embossed silk purses. In return for these, they
selected from the British presents portraits of the King and Queen,
a painting of Doncaster horse-races, several engravings, and some
maps of China; manifesting, as an Imperial Edict afterwards ex-
pressed it, ¢ the idea of giving much and receiving little ! !

- It was about this time verbally communicated to Mr. Morrison,
that the Emperor had been kept in ignorance of the circumstance
of our having travelled all night, or being without the costume neces-
sary to appear in before him ; and that the only plea-that had been
alleged for the Commissioners’ refusal to enter the presence, was
the Ambassador’s illness ;. which there was reason to suppose the
Chinese physician had declared to be feigned. It was also stated,
that all the Chinese officers who had been connected with the Em-
bassy, were degraded. . It was, in fact, afterwards. ascertained, that
Seo had been condemned to lose his situation of President to- the
Board of Works, together with his peacock’s feather, and to- be
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reduced to a button of the third order; Ho to relinquish his title of
Kung-Yay or Duke, to be mulcted in a heavy penalty, and to lose
his privilege of wearing a yellow riding-jacket: Muh to lose his Pre-
sidency ; and Quang his situation of Salt Commissioner. After the
interchange of presents, no doubt remained that our early departure
was decided on.

'~ Having now given an account of the most interesting public
transactions of the Embassy, as far as they fell under my own ob-
servation, up to the period of its leaving Tung-Chow, I shall conclude
this chapter with a few remarks on the environs of this place, and
their inhabitants.

It has been remarked, by the author of an Essay entitled, «Idée
générale de la Chine,” that it might be concluded, from the rela-
tions of travellers who have only visited the sea-ports of China, that
in this country, as in Lacedsemon, theft was permitted, if successfully
practised. If giving false weight, charging centuple prices, and
substituting bad articles for good, form a species of theft, it is not
confined to the sea-coast, but is practised all over the empire of
China, and is not only tolerated but applauded, especially when
foreigners are its victims.* It was constantly practised upon us in the
most barefaced manner at Tung-Chow, and indeed every where else in

* I might readily show, that in this statement I only accord with the generality of
writers who have had occasion to consider the general character of the Chinese. They
are too numerous to be all quoted; but the opinions of Le Comte and Du Halde, two
writers best able to appreciate them, I cannot avoid giving: —=¢ Leur qualité essent}
c’est de tromper quand ils peuvent. Ils falsifient presque tout ce qu’ils vendent. 11 est
sur qu’un étranger sera toujours trompé, s’il achete par lui-méme, quelque précaution
qu’il prenne.” — Nouveaux Mémoires sur la Chine, par Louis Le Comte, tom. i. p. 362.

¢ Quoique généralement parlaut, ils ne soient pas aussi fourbes et aussi trompeurs que
le P. le Comte les dépeint, il est néamoins vrai que la bonne foi n’est pas leur vertu
favorite, sur tout lorsqu’ils ont & traiter avec les étrangers; ils ne manquent guéres de les
tromper s’ils le peuvest, et ils s’en font un mérite; il y en a méme qui étant surpris en
faute sont assez impudens pour s’excuser sur leur peu d’habilité.

¢ Cette adresse 4 tromper se remarque principalement parmi les gens du peuple, qui
ont recours & mille ruses pour falsifier tout ce qu'ils vendent; il y en a qui ont le secret
d’ouvrir I'estomac d’un chapon, et d’en tirer toute la chair, de remplir ensuite le vuide,
et de fermer I'ouverture si adroitement, qu’on ne s’en appercoit que dans le temps que l’on
veut le manger.”— From p. 77. tom. ii. par le P. du Halde.

Q
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China. A kind of balance is used by the Chinese in weighing that
enables them readily to deceive the unsuspicious; and gave us many
opportunities of witnessing their frauds. It is formed of a long rod
or beam, of wood or ivory, with a scale at one end and a moveable
weight at the other. The rod is intended to be suspended in equi-
librium by a piece of string passing through it. The Chinese, by
‘having two strings at some distance from each other, can alter at
'pleasure the length of the lever, proportionably increasing or dimi-
nishing the weight. Of this construction they never failed to take
advantage, at our expense, whenever an opportunity presented itself.
I ought, however, to observe, that the soldiers, who accompanied
us in our excursions, would have obliged them to act thus, if they
had not been prompted by their own disposition. These harpies
followed us in all our rambles, and, entering the shops, desired
the tradesmen to overcharge us; and when a bargain was com-
pleted, received the whole of the extra profit.

Nothing could better illustrate the contemptible and pusillani-
mous policy of the Chinese towards the Embassy, than the jealous
manner in which they watched our visits to some stalls on which
arms were exposed for sale. They had so great an objection to
our purchasing any weapon of the country, as to seize a sword,
bought by a gentleman, at the moment when he was carrying it
openly into the Ambassador’s quarters.

European silver coins were much sought after at Tung-Chow,
but less for their intrinsic value than as curiosities. English
eighteen-penny and three-shilling pieces were particularly in
request, and seemed to be as highly prized as the Spanish dollar.
Indeed, so far did the inhabitants carry their anxiety to possess a coin
with a perfect device, as to offer me handful after handful of their
small copper money, called Tchen *, for a few silver Java coin with

* This coin, the only figured money in China, is of a round form, has a square hole in
the centre for the convenience of stringing, and has the name of the Emperor in Chinese
on the face, and two Tartar words on the reverse. This coin is melted, not struck.—
Vide Mem. concern, les Chinois, tom. iv. p, 307.
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the figure of a horse on one side. The same coin was valued by
their money-changers at seven Tchen. This estimation of- the
value of small silver pieces could only be the consequence of their
rarity, as all silver passes with the Chinese by weight. The
smallest portion of a dollar goes for its relative worth, as readily
as the whole coin. Silver, for a medium of circulation in China,
is melted into conical masses, having the form of the crucible in
which they have been formed. For large payments, the entire
masses are used; for smaller, bits of these are cut off, and weighed
on the spot. For this purpose, a Chinese usually carries about
with him a pair of scissars and a small balance, of the nature just
described, and very sensible, the rod of which is-usually of ivory.*
Gold, in China, is purely an article of merchandise.

Whilst the Embassy remained at Tung-Chow, we were not per-
mitted to enter the city, but to visit its suburbs at pleasure. These
afforded, however, little that was worth the labour of toiling for, un-
der a hot sun, through a crowd of Chinese, being composed of long
dirty streets, lined with paltry shops and houses of public enter-
tainment. Much the greater number of the former were filled with
the winter dresses of the Chinese. The skins of every species of
animal within their reach, from the ermine to the mouse, had
been converted into apparel. The most common were deer, dog,
goat, and squirrel skins. Rat and mouse skins sewn together, and
formed into long cloaks, were also frequent, and had in the eyes
of a stranger a very singular effect. Indeed, there was nothing that
gave so peculiar a character to the streets, as the fur cloaks with

* Cette sorte de balance est assez semblable 4 la balance Romaine : elle est composée d’un
petit plat, d’un bras d’yvoire ou d’ébenne, et d’un poids courant. Ce bras qui est divisé en
de trés-petites parties sur trois faces différentes, est suspendu par des fils de soye a I'un
des bouts en trois différens points, afin de peser plus aisément toutes sortes de poids. Ces
balances sont d’une grande précision. Ils pesent depuis 15 et 20 taels jusqu'a un sol et
au-dels, et avec tant de justesse, que la milliéme partie d’un écu fait pancher la balance
d’une maniére sensible. — Du Halde, tom. ii. p. 163.

Q2



116 TUNG-CHOW.

long sleeves hanging up before the doors, and looking like so many
decapitated Chinese. Many of these dresses had been handsome ;
the ermine cloaks having sometimes collars of sable, and linings
of silk richly figured. They were all, however, second-hand,
and possessed the true Chinese smell. It was impossible to obtain
their common prices, as the salesmen, through the influence of our
attendant soldiers, always asked of us more than their real value.
I gave fourteen Spanish dollars for a deer-skin cloak.

These furs were formerly chiefly brought from Siberia, in caravans.
These, according to Mr. Bell ¥, were allowed by the Emperor’s favour
to remain in free quarters during their stay at Pekin, and have
the liberty to dispose of their goods, and buy others, without the
exaction of any -impost. The value of one of them was reck-
oned to amount to four or five hundred thousand roubles, and
yielded a return of at least double that sum. The Chinese also
obtained a large supply of sables from the Tonguese, who inhabit the
southern branch of the river Amoor. T They still derive them from
these sources, but also obtain a large supply from North America. {

Next in number to the fur-shops, were those of the druggists.
These were remarkable for their superior cleanliness; and, in the
arrangement of their various drawers and jars, greatly resembled

* Journey to Pekin, vol. i, p. 326.

+ The river Amoor is one of the largest rivers in Asia; it takes its rise in the country
of the Mongalls near the river Selinga, and running from thence eastward, it makes the
frontier of these parts between Eastern Siberia, and the Oriental Mongalls; and after a
course of more than 300 German leagues, it discharges itself into the sea of Japan, in
long. 144 degrees. — Bell’s Travels.

1 In the season of 1811 and 1812, the Americans imported into Canton,

Beaver and Land Otter Skins - - 29,995
Sea Otter - - - - 6,403
Seal . . - - - 35,002
Neuter - - - - 142,000
Minx - - - - - 6,151
Fox - - - - - 2,532

222,083
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those of Europe. The medicines vended in them appeared to be
all from the vegetable kingdom.

The public houses were large open sheds, fitted up with tables
and benches, and afforded the means of gambling and drinking to
the lower class of the Chinese; and were generally filled with
players at dominos or cards, who seemed to enter with intense
earnestness into their game. . The cards were small pieces of paste-
board, about two inches in length and half an inch in width, having
black and red characters painted upon them. The beverage most
largely partaken of in these houses was tea and wine; but sam-tchoo
was also drunk. This liquor, which, from the quantity we met
with in China, must be in general use, more resembles alcohol in
flavour and strength than any other spirit with which I am ac-
quainted. It sometimes, indeed, has a smoky flavour, resembling
that of whiskey. It is distilled from rice or millet, and flavoured,
the Chinese said, by the seeds of the bamboo. The wine, according
to De Guignes#, is nothing more than water in which rice or millet
has been fermented. All the guests in these houses were smoking
from pipes of various length, from two to five feet, formed of the
young and slender twigs of bamboo, fitted with bowls of white
copper, about the size of a thimble.
~ Having seen so many people on the banks of the Pei-ho ex-
hibiting all the exterior marks of sordid poverty, we felt no surprise
that many of them should be driven to mendicity for the means of
existence. At Tung-Chow we met with the first of the many proofs
which occurred to us in China, that it extensively prevails in that
country. Beggars frequented the suburbs, some of whom were
miserable objects of deformity, and all exhibited the marks of
extreme penury. One man, who occasionally crossed my path,
was withered in his thighs and legs, which he writhed about for the
purpose of extorting charity. Those who were not prevented by

* Voyage a Peking, tom. ii. p.278.
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disability of body, followed us through the streets and into shops,
not quitting us till they were relieved or driven back by the soldiers.
On some occasions they prostrated themselves before us, exhibiting
vile examples of human degradation, and knocking their heads to the
earth, exemplified the nature of the kofow.

My observation on the extent of mendicity in China is, I am
aware, at variance with the remark of the learned author of ¢ Tra-
vels in China,” that he « did not observe a single beggar from
one extremity of China to the other, except in the streets of Canton.”
Our opportunities of visiting the cities of China being more frequent
than those possessed by that gentleman, may perhaps explain the
contrariety of experience; or the opposite characters of Kien-Lung
and Kea-king, the emperors who filled the Chinese throne at the re-
spective periods of Lord Macartney’s and Lord Amherst’s embassies,
may have occasioned a very different management of the internal
affairs of their empire. Kien-Lung, of an active mind and enlarged
policy, making frequent journeys through his empire, examining in
his own person the state of his people, or employed in his palace in
scrutinizing the reports and actions of his ministers, would be infinitely
more competent to prevent the extremes of poverty among his sub-
jects, than Kea-king, the victim of jealous fear, struggling against
rebellion*, and unacquainted with the condition of his. people, except

* Kea-king, the present Emperor of China, a man of atimid and vacillating temper, suf-
ficiently proved by his conduct to the British Embassy, was almost shaken from his throne
by a conspiracy which broke out in his capital, and penetrated to his palace, in the year
1818. It was subdued in a great measure by the personal bravery of his brother-in-law
Ho-she-ta, who slew several of the principal ringleaders with his own hand. Seven-
teen persons were ordered for execution as rebels, at Pekin, in the following year, some
to be cut into minute pieces, others beheaded. Thirty-five were by the tribunal sen-
tenced to transportation ; but His Majesty changed their sentence to strangling, after a
certain period of imprisonment.

The year following the rebellion, an imperial edict was published in Pekin, a trans-
Jation of which, made at Macao, affords so excellent a specimen of the style of these royal
compositions, for they are supposed to be written by the Emperor’s own hand, that
I have given it, with others of a similar nature, in the Appendix.
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through the representation of his favourites, whose falsehood or truth
he is from all accounts too weak to estimate.

But whatever be the true explanation, there can, I apprehend, be
little doubt that mendicity has been common in China, at various
periods, from the earliest ages of the Christian era. In the reign of the
Emperor Tay-tsoung, of the dynasty Chong, occupying a part of the
fourth century, it was formally reported to the Emperor by one of his
counsellors, that “ men were found in the country and in cities who
could only obtain the means of existence by begging.”* From Nieu-
hoff we learn, that at the time of his visit to China, beggars, “bold and
troublesome,” ¢ ill-featured and mis-shapen,” ¢ covered with sores,
mangled, and deformed,” frequented the towns and cities of the em-
pire. + Mr. Bell’s work { affords similar evidence ; and De Guignes,
who attended the Dutch Embassy, declares, that in his journey he met
with them in towns and cities; and Huttner, according to the same
author, affirms that the city of Pekin is filled with them.§ Such are
the benefits of the boasted patriarchal government of China.

The reader will readily imagine, that my visits to streets displaying
no other objects than those which I have just described, were
not very frequent. I should have been glad to direct them to
the neighbouring country, but it was forbidden ground; whenever I
was tempted to penetrate only a short distance beyond the space
covered with houses, I was hurried back by the soldiers who attended
me. It was not till after we lefR Tung-Chow that our conductors
thought it proper to bring us into good humour, by giving greater
latitude to our researches. I therefore restricted myself to forming
acquaintances with the occupiers of houses which stretched along that
bank of the river by which our boats were anchored. These people
being all timber-sellers, with whom I could not deal, had no self-

* Memoires concernant les Chinois, tom. v. p. 163.
1 Nieuhoff, Embassy to China, 2d edition, page 163.
1 Bell’s Journey to Pekin,vol. ii. p. 48.

[§ De Guignes, Voyage a Peking, tom. iii. p. 185.
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interested motive, the main spring of Chinese actions, to abuse my con~
fidence, and proved, in fact, a most civil race. They dwelt in small,
neat houses, surrounded by enclosed yards, ornamented in the
Chinese taste with gay rather than fragrant plants. The enclosures,
whilst they gave the advantages of privacy, were of sufficient extent
to admit the freest circulation of air. They opened towards the
river by a gate in a fence at right angles with the houses, which
looked towards the south. The inmates of these dwellings,
whenever they saw us at the entrance-gate, invited us in. We
frequently found them at meals in the open air, and were always
on these occasions pressed to partake of their fare, and on all
others, supplied with tea. They permitted me freely to examine
the yards and outer apartments of their houses; but never allowed
me to enter those of the interior, which were probably appropriated to
their women. Those which I had an opportunity of seeing, formed
the front of the house, and consisted of two of unequal size.
The larger, of twice the size of the other, served for general pur-
poses ; it was an apartment for the reception of company, a tem-
ple, and a sleeping room. Its walls were covered with white
paper, on which hung some rude sketches of mountain-scenery,
and some moral sentences written on silk, in large Chinese cha-
racters. The bed places at one end of the room were large
massive benches of brick-work, having a small furnace beneath
them, by which they are warmed during winter. On these, with
no other defence from their hardness than a felt mat, the Chinese
sleep. But the most striking piece of furniture, if it may be-so
called, was a temple in miniature. It much resembled at-first sight
cases of shell-work, which are sometimes seen in houses in England,
and are called grottos. It was seldom more than two or three
feet square, and was generally placed against the wall a few feet
from the ground, nearly opposite to the entrance-door. In its
centre was a figure of an ill-proportioned, corpulent old man, plen-
tifully besmeared with gilding, and red and white paint, and sur-
rounded with strings of round pieces of tinfoil, which the Chinese
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burn in their sacrifices. Chairs and tables of varnished wood
clumsy in form and materials, completed the furniture of the
apartment. .

. The smaller room was a kitchen, which did not display a very
" complicated apparatus, having only a square brick furnace sup-
porting two large iron bowls, that served for baking, boiling, or
any other similar purpose.

The Chinese appeared to have confined their attempts at orna-
ment to their yards, which contained plants of various species.
The elegant Ipomea quamoclet, trained on small frames of trellis
work, was, from its frequent culture, obviously a favourite. The Be-
gonia Evansiana*, Largerstremia indica, Hemorocallis japonica, Punica
granatum dwarfed, Cassia sophora, Nerium oleander, Lychnis coronata,
Tradescantia cristata, were abundantly cultivated in pots, together
with a species of Dianella, with purple flowers, of Hibiscus, and of
Plumbago, which I could not determine. But cultivated and prized
above all others, appeared the Nelumbium speciosum, the Lien-wha
of the Chinese. This splendid flower, celebrated. for its beauty by the
Chinese poets, and ranked for its virtues among the plants which, ac-
according to Chinese theology, enter into the beverage{ of immortality,
flourished in the greatest vigour in the gardens of Tung-Chow. It
was raised in capacious vases of water, containing gold and silver
fish, supported on stands a few feet from the ground. These were
surrounded by steps of different elevation, supporting other plants
mingled with artificial rocks, representing a hilly country and
covered with diminutive houses, pagodas, and gardens. In this situ-
ation the Nelumbium was certainly an object of exceeding beauty. Its
tulip-like blossoms of many petals tinted with the most delicate
pink, hung over its fan-like leaves, floated on .the surface of the
water, or rising on long footstalks of unequal height, bent them

* Plantes rares. + Memoires concernant les Chinois, tom. iii 437.
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into elegant curves, and shaded with graceful festoons the plants
‘beneath.

The Nelumbium is used by the Chinese to decorate lakes and
other ornamental water, and to give a charm and productiveness to
marshes otherwise unsightly and barren. Near Yuen-Ming-Yuen,
and under the walls of Pekin, I saw it covering with pink and
yellow blossoms large tracts of land, and could sympathise with
the enthusiasm of the Chinese bards, who have sung of the delight
of moonlight excursions on rivers covered with the flowering
Lien-wha.* Its seeds, in size and form like a small acorn without
its cup, are eaten green or dried as nuts, and are often preserved
as sweetmeats : they have a nut-like flavour. Its roots, sometimes
as thick as the arm, of a pale green without and whitish within,
in a raw state are eaten as fruit, being juicy and of a sweetish and
refreshing flavour ; and when boiled, are served as vegetables. Both
seeds and roots were frequently sent with the dessert to the Ambas-
sador’s table: the former were relished by us, but the latter were
too fibrous to be eaten with pleasure. The leaves are said to
possess a strengthening quality ; the seed vessel to cure the colic,
to facilitate parturition, and to counteract the effects of poison.

The Nelumbium is readily raised by the Chinese in all parts of
the empire through which we passed, but seemed to flourish better
in the northern than the southern provinces; and, according to
the Missionaries, grows most luxuriantly beyond the great wall.
I was unable to obtain much information respecting its culture,
and none that was new. It does not appear that much art is used.
Its leaves are watered in the summer, and cut down close to
the roots on the approach of winter.

The inhabitants were very liberal in their gifts of cultivated plants,
allowing me to select specimens for drying; and whenever I ex-
pressed a wish to possess living ones, they readily gave them to me.

* Memoires concernant les Chinois, tom. iii. 437.
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Presents in return were always acceptable, and sometimes expected ;
and of these, black-lead pencils, and common English wrltmg-paper, :
were much valued.

From the gardens I obtained the greater number of the botanical
specimens that I collected in the neighbourhood of Tung-Chow.
No country could be more barren in uncultivated plants. The
species of Polyganum, before-mentioned as growing on the banks of
the Pei-ho, were here also common, together with the Hibiscus trionum,
Lycium Chinense*, Tribulus terrestrist, and a species of Artemesia. -
The Sophora japonicat, growing to a large size, was seen in the
gardens, and often by the road-side, and was obviously prized for its -
beauty.

. The plants cultivated for their esculent or other useful properties,
were numerous in proportion to those which were wild. As Chinese
corn, the Holcus sorghum, and a species of Panicum, were the most
abundant. The former frequently grew to sixteen feet in height. -
Its large bunchy panicles were ripening fast whilst we remained at
Tung-Chow. The seed of this plant is sown in rows on the margin
of rivers, in a stiff soil ; and when it begins to rise through the ground,
the more humble Panicum, which ripens after its tall neighbour is
cut down, is sown between them. Its seeds are fully developed

* I have called this plant Chinense because it appears to be the same which has received
that specific appellation from botanists; but I was entirely unable to observe any difference,
except in the occasignal size of the leaves, between it and Lycium burbarum of Linneeus,
It is a most abundant plant on the banks of the rivers in the province of Pe-tchee-lee.

+ This plant is equally abundant on the banks of the Pei-ho and Eu-ho, in the pro-
vince of Pe-tchee lee. The character, * foliola sex-jugata,” given to this plant by its
describers, does not at all apply to it as found by me in the north of China. Like 7.
cistoides, it has always “ foliola octo-jugata,” and only differs from that plant in the small-
ness of its corolla. -

1 Most of the trees which I observed in the precincts of Yuen-Ming-Yuen, had
pinnated leaves, and were, I suspect, chiefly the Sopkora japonica. 1 may here observe,
that in giving some account of the plants which I found in China, I by no means wish it
to be understood that I mention all that I either saw or collected. I only name those of
which I have some memorandum, which I distinctly recollect, or of which I have re-
covered specimens.

R 2
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before the tall corn is reaped, and only requires the solar light and
heat, till then excluded, to ripen. The Polygonum fagopyrum is also
cultivated as grain, but generally occurred in patches in the neighbour-
hood of cottages. These three plants seemed to afford the principal
farinaceous support to the people inhabiting the banks of the Pei-ho.
The Sesamum orientale, and the Ricinus communis, or Castor oil plant,
were much cultivated for the esculent oils extracted from their seeds.
The Chinese use, I suspect, some means of depriving the-oil of this
plant of its purgative properties; but that they do not entirely suc-
ceed, Chinese habits enabled me to observe, in every field or pathway
that I entered between Tien-sing and Tung-Chow. The seeds,
which are also eaten, occasion, no doubt, the same effects as the oil
extracted from them. -

Of the plants cultivated as vegetables, the principal were the So-
lanum melongena, two species of Capsicum*, the Sweet Potatoe, several
species of Gourds and Cucumbers, one or two species of Phaseolus,
or kidney-bean, of which they boil the young plants, and above all,
the vegetable called by the Chinese Petsait, a species of cabbage.

The Petsai is quite a national plant. The quantity consumed
of it all over the Chinese empire, but in Pekin especially, is im-
mense; the nine gates of this city, according to some authors,
being frequently choked by various vchicles laden with it, which
pass through them daily from morning till night during the months
of October and November. This vegetable may in fact be con-
sidered in relation to the Chinese what the potatoe is to the Irish. It
is prized by all classes, and esteemed by them as a necessary of
life. It is cultivated all over the empire, and receives a greater share
of horticultural labour and skill than any other plant. In rearing
it, the Chinese consume an enormous quantity of their celebrated

. * The Capsicum Sinense, and Capsicum Annuun, the latter quite as commonly as the
former.

"t Pe, white, #sai, vegetable; so named, probably, because the Chinese blanch the plant,
naturally green.
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marure, called by them" Ta Few*, composed chiefly of human
ordure.

This plant, which I have eaten as a salad, and found equal to-any
lettuce, has somewhat the flavour, when boiled, of asparagus. It
often weighs from fifteen to twenty pounds, and reaches the height
of two or three feet. The Chinese preserve it during the winter
by different methods: many pickle it in salt and vinegar; others keep
it fresh, either by planting it in large quantities in wet sand, at the
bottom of trenches cut for the purpose, or after drying it in the
sun, by burying it deep in the earth. Those who wish to preserve
it for a short time only, place it two or three feet beneath the sur-
face, covering it with a layer of straw and earth. ¥ '

_Of the many species of fruit brought to the Ambassador’s table
at Tung-Chow, I saw very few growing. Indeed, I can only mention
a very fine white grape, generally cultivated in the gardens, water
and other melons, the Lien-wha, and peach. We were, however,
amply supplied with apples and chesnuts, an esculent seed of a
pine said to come from Tartary, and the seed of the Taxus nucifera.

Among the plants raised for other purposes than those yet named,
the Sida tiliefolia {, the Xing ma § of the Chinese, was the most con-
spicuous. This plant is extensively cultivated on the banks of the
Pei-ho, in the neighbourhood of Tung-chow, for the manufacture of
cordage formed of its fibre. It is not indeed the universal cordage-

_* Of this manure and its application I shall elsewhere glve some account.

t A full account of the manner of rearmg and preserving this vegetable is given in
Mémoires concernant les Chinois, tom. iv.

- 1 Willdenow has described the Stda tiiliefolia under the division of the genus * pedunculis
unifloris,” a character not at first sight belonging to it, since the peduncles often divide
into several others, cach bearing a flower; but each subdivision has a small leaf, which,
in a more advanced age of the plant, renders the character strictly applicable.

§ Xing ma. The character ma signifies any plant whose seed is esculent, and whose
fibre can be made into rope.

*RrR 3
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plant of the Chinese, but seems to be chiefly confined to the northérn
provinces. They have another plant also used for the manufac-
ture of rope, called by them G¥ ma, which is, I believe, _the
Cannabis sativa. The cordage made from the Cannabis is most
prized by Europeans, but that formed from the Sida is, I suspect,
preferred by the Chinese. I-am led to this conclusion by having ob-
served the two plants cultivated together at Tung-Chow, the Sida in
long ridges or in fields, like the millet, and the Cannabis in small
patches. . I had no opportunity of seeing the manufacture of the Sida;
but the rope made from it, in colour, softness, and fineness, re-
sembles the dressed fibre of several West Indian Sidas prepared by
Dr. Wright, and placed, with their respective plants, in the herbarium
of Sir Joseph Banks. The root of the Sida is used according to
the Missionaries*, as a powerful sudorific ; but as their information
is derived from the Chinese, who attribute medicinal properties to
almost all plants, it cannot in this instance be much relied on.
"From the number of plants cultivated at Tung-Chow, my readers
may be disposed to imagine that every foot of ground was rendered
productive.  This, however, would be an erroneous conclusion.
Variety seemed to have taken place of quantity. It appeared as if
the soil was capable of bearing no extensive crop of any one kind,
but was of a different quality in different spots, and adapted to
the growth of different kinds. Thus, on the borders of the river, I
often found millet ; and not a hundred yards beyond, the Sida; and,
still farther, the Gossipium, and then a barren marsh; but this series
had no fixed law except with respect to the millet, which always
lined the banks of the river when not of a sandy nature. In this
mode of cultivation the Chinese had shown some ingenuity and
-industry; but I could never find, here or elsewhere, thatthey
throw extensive tracts of land into general cultivation ; still less, that

* Lettres Edifiantes et Curieuscs, tom. xxi. p. 30.
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they modify its surface by any complicated process of a durable
result. In short, whatever observations I have been able to make on
the state of their land, lead me to the conclusion, that, ¢ as horticul-
turists, they may perhaps be allowed a considerable share of merit;
but, on the great scale of agriculture, they are not to be mentioned
with many European nations.”

Circumstances have deprived me of the power of giving any de-

tailed account of many insects which I had an opportunity of col-
lecting at Tung-Chow. My memory only permits me to state,
generally, that the Scarabeus molossus, Cerambyx farinosus, frequented
the corn-fields ; and that the mole cricket Gryllus gryllotalpha of a
large size, entered the windows of our boats as soon as candles
were lighted in the evening, and was occasionally found in our
beds. .
During our stay at Tung-Chow, much sickness occurred in the
Embassy, but its severe forms were confined to the band and
guard. The complaints were chiefly dysenteric and inflammatory ;
the former arising, I apprehend, in a good measure, from the nature
of the waters of the Pei-ho; the latter, from the habits of the men
and the nature of their situation on board the boats.

The water of the river had, from the time of leaving Ta-koo, given
unequivocal proofs of its noxious effects on the digestive organs of
every one, but especially of those who were at all prone to their dis-
orders. To its effects in this respect I attribute, in some measure,.
the death of one of the men of His Lordship’s band, whose name was
Pybus, and who was remarkable for a mild and grateful disposition.
He had been attacked with dysentery on board the Alceste, had been
in great danger, but had so far recovered as to join his companions
with eagerness on His Lordship’s disembarkation. After entering the
Pei-ho all his symptoms returned with increased severity, and ter-
minated his existence on the day previous to our departure for Yuen-
Ming-Yuen. He was buried with military honours in a Chinese
burial ground, which had received the remains of his countryman -
Eade, one of the followers of Lord Macartney.
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The difference of temperature and moisture of the day and night,
which was considerable whilst we remained at Tung-Chow, had a -
direct tendency to induce inflammatory disease ; and, aided by impru-
dence in bathing at mid-day under a hot sun, and too great, though
by no means intemperate potation, of the ardent spirits of the Chinese,
occasioned two or three severe cases of inflammation of the bowels
and lungs in the guard and band. Should any circumstances ever
again carry an Embassy to Tung-Chow, it would be better for all its
members to sleep, if possible, on shore. The exhalations of the
river, charged with all kinds of efluvia produced by the uncleanly
habits of a large population living on the water, and the decomposing
vegetable and animal matter ejected from the boats, will thus be
avoided. Those also who are too ignorant correctly. to estimate the
effect of any particular habit will be thus within the reach of persons
who may be able to control them. No sufficient accommodation
having, on our arrival at Tung-Chow, been provided for the whole
-of His Lordship’s guard and band, many of them were obliged to
live in their beats, and were in consequence enabled to indulge their
propensities to what they considered enjoyment, without fully bene-
fiting from the intelligent regulations of their commanding officer.
His Lordship’s guard deserve, however, this tribute of praise, that
they conducted themselves, from the time of entering the Chinese
empire to that of leaving it, with undeviating propriety in every duty
connected with their particular situation ; and were only untractable
in what concerned their own health.

The water of the Pei-ho, when first taken up, is of a milky colour,
and holds a considerable quantity of earthy matter in suspension. - The
Chinese precipitated this, in some degree, by agitating the water
with a piece of alum enclosed in the end of a bamboo, but did not
deprive it entirely of its noxious properties. Drip stones, under
these and similar circumstances, would have been invaluable to us.
We often considered a draught of pure water, in the interior of China,

as great a luxury as it usually is to those who have been some weeks
at sea.
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Fahrenheit’s thermometer, whilst we remained at Tung-Chow,
from the 20th of August to the 2d of September, stood frequently
in the shade during the day at 88°, once rose to 93°, and never
fell below 83°. In the night it generally sunk to 72° and 70°, giving
rise to a sensation of cold quite inexplicable by a reference to the
absolute temperature,
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CHAPTER V.

On the morning of the 2d of September, the boats of the Embassy
having quitted their anchorage before Tung-Chow, we commenced a
four months’ journey through the Empire of-China to Canton. On
retracing our way to Tien-sing, we had few motives and little inclin-
ation to keep within' the bounds prescribed to our rambles by the
Chinese, and soon found, in exceeding them, that they quietly ac-
quiesced in what they could not, without some trouble, prevent. But
we met with little novelty by extending the range of our investigation.
The same description of inhabitants, dwellings, and produce that I had
occasion to describe on our route to Tung-Chow, was found equally on
the banks of the river and beyond them, when all was not marsh.
I added but very few plants to my former meagre collection, and of
these I am only able to mention the Ulmus pumila, growing in dry
barren places; a species of Orobanche* ; and the Viola tricolor.

The apprehension of the junior part of the crowds, who as usual
assembled about me from the huts or villages in the vicinity of my
walks, was in a great degree worn off; but their anxiety to assist me
in my pursuits was undiminished. Their elders, especially when
they were peasants, afforded a pleasing contrast in their simple man-
ners- and civil treatment of strangers, to the cunning designs of the
salesmen of Tung-Chow, and the brutal importunity of the courtiers
of Yuen-Ming-Yuen. When they have accompanied me along the
banks of the river, far in advance of my boat, and have beheld me
overcome by fatigue and heat, they have always appeared anxious to
relieve my distress. One has hastened to the nearest house for a seat,

" * 1 had no doubt at the time of gathering this plant that it was the Orobancke carulea,
but I have since had no opportunity of verifying the specific name.
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another has brought me water, and a third has held an umbrella over
my head to defend me from the sun, whilst their companions have at
some distance formed a circle around me. We were to these people as
the inhabitants of another world. Our features, dress, and habits were
so opposed to theirs, as to induce them to infer that our country, in
all its natural characters, must equally differ from their own. ¢« Have
you a moon, and rain, and rivers in your country ?” were their occa-
sional questions. Comprehending no other rational object for the
collecting of plants than their useful qualities, and seeing me gather
all indiscriminately, they at once supposed that I sought them merely
as objects of curiosity, and laughed heartily at my eagerness to obtain
them. They pitied my ignorance, and endeavoured to teach me
their relative worth, and were anxious for me to learn the important
truth, that from one seed many might be obtained. A young man
having shaken some ripe seeds from the capsules of the Sesamum
and the Sida, described to me, with much minuteness, that if I took
them to my own country, and put them into the ground, they would -
produce many plants, and I might thus in time obtain the blessing
of good rope and oil.

We arrived ‘at Tien-sing on the 6th. During the delay of the
Embassy for two days at this city, Mr. Griffith and myself obtained
permission from our conductor Chang to enter a part of it, from
which, during our former visit to this place, we had been excluded.
An officer who superintended our boats was appointed to attend us,
to guard against the imposition of tradesmen; but he gave us great
reason to suspect that he either wished to partake of the profits re-
sulting from our bargains, or to prevent our purchasing altogether,
by inducing the people to put an exorbitant price on their goods.*

* The conduct of the Chinese soldiers, in enhancing the price of goods to a stranger,
resembles that of the Janissaries in Turkey. Dr. Clarke tells us, that strangers visiting
the shops of Constantinople, attended by a Janissary, pays for every article a price
augmented in the proportion of the sum  privately exacted by the Janissary as his share
of the profit.”—Travels in various Countries of Europe, Asia, and Africa. Part the
Second, p. 34.
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It appeared, indeed, as if the people of Tien-sing, having observed
us carrying scarcely any other money about than dollars, supposed
them of as little value to us as their copper coin ; for they offered
no article to our purchase whose price was not given in dollars,
although its real value was only a few Tchen. This circum-
stance was the more provoking, as we met with several specimens
of Chinese ingenuity which we were not likely to obtam else-
where. Those contained in the shops of the lapidaries tempted
us the most, and raised our admiration the highest. In these we
found a variety of the hardest stones, cut into singular and some-
times rather beautiful forms. The stone called by the Chinese Yu
was, in their estimation, the most precious. It has been famed in
China from the earliest ages, having, according to the antiquarians
of the country, been distinctly described a thousand years before the
Christian era.* It is of various colours, passing from white, with
the slightest tinge of green, through green of every degree of in-
tensity ; and also occurs, according to the Chinese, of a clear blue,
sky-blue, an indigo-blue, and of a citron-yellow and orange-yellow
colour. But I suspect that they confound several species of stone
under the name Yu. Their blue stone may be lapis lazuli, and
their yellow, varieties of chalcedony and carnelian, all which I
have frequently met with in China.

The Missionaries tell us, and I received precisely the same account
of its green varieties, that the Yu is found in the form of nodules in
the bottoms of ravines, and in the beds of torrents, in mountainous
-countries, and in larger masses in the mountains themselves, espe-
cially in Yu-nan. The nodules are more prized by the Chinese than
the large masses, which have the coarsest grain. Whatever specimens
are found must be subjected to the selection of the Emperor before
they are carried to the market. Of the green, the Chinese prize that

* Mémoires concernant les Chinois, vol. vi. p. 258.

t One of the most northern provinces of the empire. According to Du Halde, it is
one of the richest and most extensive; containing twenty-one cities of the first order, and
fifty-five of the second and of the third. Du Halde, Fol. tom. i. p. 243.
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most which is whitest : of this was formed the sceptre sent from the
Emperor to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent.

The Yu, although of the hardness of rock crystal, is worked
into an endless variety of forms; into beautifully carved rings,
worn on the thumbs of archers to defend them from the friction
of the bow-string ; into fine chains, cups, and vases. Yet so re-
fractory is this substance to the tools used in its manufacture by the
Yu-tsiang, or workers in Yu, who succeed each other in their
labours night and day in the imperial palace, that many of the forms
into which it is wrought require, according to the Missionaries, ten
years for their completion. That much time, infinite patience, and
great ingenuity are sometimes expended in working it, I could not
doubt, when I held in my hand a small vase which I found in a shop
at Tien-sing. It was formed from one entire mass of greenish white
Yu. * The handle represented a lizard, with all its characters mi-
nutely displayed. Figures of the same animal were sculptured in
high relief on its sides, some crawling up, and others overlooking
the rim of the vessel.. Whatever part of the exterior surface they left
unoccupied, was filled with ancient Chinese characters deeply engraved.
Its price was one hundred and twenty Spanish dollars ; or, according
to the value of silver in China, upwards of thirty guineas. The
partiality of the Chinese for this stone seemed to me quite unac-
countable, from any quality that it exhibited to my observation. It
is generally of a dull, sometimes of a muddy colour, and does not
admit so high a polish as agate. :

The greenish white variety of the Yu has long been known in this
country under the name of Chinese Jade or Nephrite, but has lately
been classed with Prehnite. + I am disposed, however, to believe that
it will be found an undescribed species, but closely allied to axestone.
Its analysis, which can alone determine its nature, I have had no

* Of their manner of working this stone I could obtain no information in Cbina; but
‘there can be little doubt that they use largely the powder of the Corundum, or Adamantine
-Spar, which they employ in Canton in cutting lenses for spectacles from rock crystal.

+ Jameson’s Mineralogy, 2d edition, vol.i. p. 505. note.
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opportunity of making ; but such ‘of its characters as I have been
able to mark, are given in a note at the foot of this page. *

The other stones which I observed in Tien-sing were chiefly agate
and pudding-stone, worked into large rings for the wrists, orna-
ments for the women’s hair in shape like a skewer, and snuff-bottles.
These last, formed also of amber, porcelain, and imitations of stone,
resemble in shape the smelling-bottles of the ladies of England ; but
have a small spoon, like that of a Cayenne pepper-bottle, fastened to
the stopples, for the purpose of taking out the snuff.

The curiosity of the people of Tien-sing seemed to have been in
no degree diminished by their first opportunity of seeing the Enghsh
tribute-bearers, and was manifested, much to our annoyance, in our
visit to the city. The crowds who had been so orderly and silent
during our procession to partake of the imperial banquet, being now
unrestrained by authority, flocked about us, and were not more
forbearing than others of their countrymen.

No circumstance arrests the eye of a stranger in the cities of
China more than the great number of barbers, who are met with in
its streets and form a considerable proportion of every crowd. Why
they are so numerous, is readily explained by a reference to the uni-
versal custom amongst the Chinese, of shaving all but the crown

* Its colour is greenish white passing into greyish green, and dark grass-green. In-
ternally, it is scarcely glimmering. Its fracture is splintery : splinters white. It is semi-
transparent and cloudy. It scratches glass strongly ; and is not scratched by, or scratches,
rock-crystal. Before the blow-pipe, it is infusible without addition.

Specific Gravity.
1. Whitish green, marbled with dark-green vanety, - - - 833
2. Dark-green variety, - - - - - 8:19
3. Whitish green variety, off the same specimen as No.1. - - 34
4. Light-coloured greenish-white variety, - - - - - 2:858

The specimens of which the specific gravities are as above, were all, except the last, fur-
nished to me by the kindness of Sir George Staunton. The last is precisely of the same
nature as the sceptre sent to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, and was put into
my possession, for the purpose of examination, by the Honourable,Mr. Amherst, to whom
it was presented by one of our attendant Mandarins.
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of the head, and of eradicating every straggling hair from the
face, especially from the ears, eyes, and nostrils ; and to their prac-
tice of shampooing : a single operation, consequently, occupying so °
much time, that one man cannot serve many employers in a day.
The barbers carry about with them all the necessary implements of
their avocation ; a stool, a small furnace, water, razors, and brushes,
comprised in two small stands, suspended from the two ends of a
bamboo, supported across the shoulders. Besides these, they have
a variety of small instruments made of white copper, the forms of
which tell little of their appropriate uses. My readers may amuse
themselves in conjecturing them, from their fac-simile repre-
sentation in the annexed engraving. I could only observe that
they were flourished with great rapidity about the face of the
patient. They were probably used in the process of shampooing,
of which the following curious account is given by one who under-
went it : “ Shampooing is an operation not known in Europe, and is
peculiar to the Chinese, which I had once the curiosity to go through,
and for which I paid but a trifle. However, had I not seen several
China merchants shampooed before me, I should have been very-
apprehensive-of danger, even at the sight of all the different instru-
ments that were arranged in proper order on the table before the
operator began. He first placed me in a large chair; then began to -
beat, with both his hands, very fast upon all parts of my body. He
next stretched out my arms and legs, and gave them several sudden
pulls that racked my joints ; then got my arm upon his shoulder, and
hauled me sideways a good way over the chair, and as suddenly gave
my head a twitch or jerk round, that I thought he should have put
my neck out of joint. Next, he beat, with the ends of his fingers,
very softly, but very quickly, all over my head, body,‘'and legs, every
now and then cracking his fingers with an air; then he stroaked up
my ears, temples, and eye-lashes ; and again racked my joints. After
he had gone through this process, he proceeded with his instruments
to scrape, 'pick, and syringe my ears, every now and then tinkling
with an instrument close to my-ears. The next thing was my eyes,
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into which I patiently suffered several small instruments to be thrust
and turned about, by which operation he brought away half a tea-cup-
full of hot, waterish stuff. He next proceeded to scraping, paring,
and cleaning the nails of my fingers and toes ; and then to cutting my
corns. I only wanted to have had a lock of hair plaited, to complete
the operation. But after he had spent half an hour with me, it ended
here, for which I gave him to the value of a penny. He departed
well satisfied, and afterwards called several mornings.” *

Their razors looked clumsy and inconvenient; but I can state
from experience, that their edge is keen, and that they are used
by expert manipulators. At the commencement of an illness that
required the shaving of my head, I was induced by curiosity to com-
mit myself to the hands of a Chinese barber ; and at a more advanced
period of my disorder, put myself for the same purpose under another
of the fraternity, after suffering from the inferior skill of one of my
countrymen. ‘

* Voyage to the East Indies. 1762. 8vo. p.226.
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Leaving Tien-sing on the morning of the 8th of September, we
quitted the Pei-ho and entered the Eu-ho or imperial river, called also
the Yun-Leang-ho, or the grain-bearing river. The stream running two
miles an hour against us, made our progress very slow for several
days. We were forced against it by trackers who were often deserting,
and replaced by any passing Chinese whose situation of life did not
absolutely exempt them from the authority of our attendant Man-
darins.

The country on the banks of the river varied much in character,
but generally exhibited a greater number of highly fertile spots than
in the same space we had seen on the Pei-ho. The  tall corn” no
longer skirted their margin, but was chiefly seen in the back ground.
Fields of petsai, garlic, and capsicum, gently sloped to the water’s
edge, in front of houses built of brick, and covered with a root of clay.
Buildings half-buried in the shade of trees occasiona.lly variegated
the distant prospect.

In visiting the cottages within the reach of my rambles, I was
w.uch interested by the appearance of the means. of independent
support possessed by many of their inhabitants. Millet, petsai,
and the oil of sesamum, constitute in a good measure the ordinary
fare of the lower classes in the north of China. All these were
frequently growing around small huts, containing a mill for grinding
the corn and expressing the oil, with all the subsidiary apparatus.
The mill was put in motion by an ass, yoked to the end of a long
arm fixed in the uppermost of the two circular stones of which it
was composed. :

I witnessed the different processes necessary to the preparation of
the oil going on in different parts of the same cottage at the same
time. A large quantity of the seed of the sesamum having been put into
an iron pan, over a small brick furnace, was constantly stirred with an
iron shovel till the whole had been sufficiently roasted. It was
then transferred into a conical basket, placed in the centre of the
upper stone. Shaken from a hole in the side of the basket by the
motion of the mill, it passed through an aperture in the middle of
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the upper stone to the surface of the lower one, where, being ground,
it gave out the oil. This flowed over the lower stone into a reservoir
below it. - Here ended the process of expression; but another com-
‘menced, the intention of which I could not so well understand: it
was probably connected with some mode of purifying the oil. I men-
tion it chiefly as an example of the simple, and what may perhaps be
called, domestic methods, sometimes in use with the Chinese, to
diminish the degree of manual labour. A quantity of oil recently
taken from the mill, and contained in a wide shallow vessel, was
continually agitated by a large copper pestle, with which a lad gently
struck its surface. The fatigue that would otherwise have arisen
from the weight of the pestle and uniform motion of the arm in using
it, was prevented by the following very simple contrivance : A small
bow of ‘bamboo being fastened to the ceiling immediately over the
vessel containing the oil, the pestle' was fastened to its string in the
manner shown in the wood engraving. Thus suspended, it received
from the slightest touch an adequate impulse ; whilst the elasticity of

the bamboo gave it the necessary recoil. e
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Near the same cottage, chance led me to the shop of a black-
smith, the manufacturer of various iron instruments, from a sword to
a hoe. This man well understood the modifying properties of heat,
and took the fullest advantage of them in all the practical concerns of
his business. He was forming a reaping-hook at the time of my
visit. A large pair of shears, having one blade fixed in a heavy block
of wood, and the other furnished with a long handle to act as a lever,
stood beside him. Bringing a piece of metal of the necessary dimen-
sions from the forge, at a white heat, he placed it between the blades
of this instrument, and cut it into shape with equal ease and despatch.
This blacksmith, like all other Chinese manufacturers whom I saw at
work, seemed proud of displaying his art to a stranger.

The desire of testifying my sense of the civilities I received by
the offer of small presents, was sometimes an irksome feeling, from
the dlﬂiculty of selecting those which.were proper. Silver coin
“would, in every instance, have been the most acceptable; but the
number of claimants rendered it too expensive a medium of
general remuneration. Our small articles of hardware did not

seem to be much valued. Our pen-knives, especially, were ridi-
culed as very useless toys. Razors were not much esteemed. Our
polished scissars were, however, eagerly recewed. These were,
in general form, like their own, and -could be used for similar
‘purposes, but were infinitely more elegantly shaped and finished.
I cannot describe the delight of an old woman, an inmate of my
boat, on my puttigg a pair into her hands. She saluted me with
the chin-chin for many days afterwards whenever she saw me.* But
my scissars were soon exhausted; and I should have been puzzled
to substitute any adequate form of donation, if I had not fortunately

* I can have no doubt that the Chinese would much more highly prize instruments
made from their own models, but of more durable materials, and of better construction,
than any made for European use. They would speak at once to their understanding. The
use of our instruments, on the contrary, they cannot comprebend; and what they do not
comprehend, they always believe to be absurd.
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ascertained the excessive fondness of all classes of the Chinese for snuff.
Sir George Staunton having put in my possession several bottles
of Brasil snuff, which they prefer to any other, I always started on
my excursions furnished with a good supply, in small packets, and
found them accepted as a sufficient and grateful reward for any ser-
vice. It was highly amusing to see the eagerness with which any
one who had just obtained a packet was assaulted by those about him.
The instant the paper was opened, thumbs and fingers from all quar-
ters speedily emptied its contents. .Although the Chinese would in
this way take it from their companions, I could never persuade
them to do so with me. They would shake it into their hands from
the paper or box, but would never take it out of either with their
fingers.

It was necessary, in giving any thing to the common class of
people, té watch our opportunity when the soldiers who attended us
were off their guard. Whenever they observed us offering any thing
to their countrymen, they, by some sign or other, informed them that
it was their property; and when once their basilisk look had taken
effect, the victim durst not attempt to appropriate the gift. Of this
influence I had several striking proofs. In passing from one
bank of the river to the other, I often employed any poor waterman
whose boat 1 chanced to meet with ; but I do not recollect an instance
of his being able to secure the slight payment he received from the
rapacity of my guard. In one instance I obliged the soldier who
crossed with me to land before me, and then gave poor Charon his
fare, and made signs for him to push his boat from the shore. I
thought he had done so, and walked off, keeping the soldier before
me; but had not proceeded far, when my attention having been for a
few minutes attracted by some plants, I missed the soldier; and on
looking for him, saw him robbing the poor wretch, who had not
dared to quit the spot on which I had landed. I could with all my
heart have sent the soldier to the bottom of the river. But any
violent expression of rage, on such an occasion, would only have
been repaid tenfold on the unfortunate object for whose sake it had
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been exerted. There could be no doubt, from the resigned manner in
which the exactions of the soldiers were endured, and the public
manner in which they were committed, that these infamous acts
were sanctioned by their paternal government.

- I have now reached that part of my narrative at which I must
cease, for some time, to depend on my own journal for an account
of the progress of the Embassy, and the nature of the country
through which it passed.

On the 12th of September, after a long walk in an ardent sun, I
was attacked with a sudden affection of the brain, which confined
me to bed for several weeks. My suffering was great, but received
all the alleviation that friendship and benevolence could bestow.
I must not here pause to tell how much I owe to the skill of my
medical attendants, my friend Mr. Pearson and Dr. Lynn; or to the
numberless kind attentions of His Excellency, and all the gentlemen
of his suite; but I must be allowed to declare, that all the purposes
of my appointment as naturalist were largely answered during my
illness through the exertion of my friends. I may venture to affirm,
that no vegetable or mineral production of China occurred within
their reach that was not placed in my collection, with such notices
as were sufficient to determine their habits and localities. Indeed
such was the amount of my collections through these means, that I
looked forward to giving a full account of the geological and bota-
‘nical characters of the soil gone over by the Embassy during my
illness, as well as in other parts of its progress. This hope was
blasted by the shipwreck of the Alceste. I must now confine myself
to such notices of the plants and rocks of China, as are afforded
by the memoranda remaining to me, and the few duplicates I have
recovered through the kindness of Sir George Staunton and my friend
Captain Basil Hall.

With respect to the history of the progress of the Embassy during
my incapacity to observe, my readers will have little to regret, if 1
do justice to the materials which the liberality of my friends has
placed in my hands. To Mr. Morrison and Mr. Cook I shall be
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chiefly indebted for my facts from the period of my illness to that of
my recovery.

The Embassy having continued to pass through a country uniformly
flat, but becoming more and more marshy, arrived on the borders of
Shan-tung on the evening of the 16th, and anchored at the town of
Sang-yuen.

In quitting the province of Pe-tchee-lee, I had added very few speci-
mens to my former collection of plants. * The Salsola altissima,
Euphorbia tithymaloides, Lepidium latifolium, Hedysarum striatum,
Lonicera caprifolia, Pontederia vaginata, Menyanthes nymphoides, con-
stituted the greater number of the plants brought to me after leaving
Tien-sing.

Our conductors, Chang and Yin, left us at Sang-yuen, relinquish-
ing their charge to other officers. They had both ingratiated them-
selves so far in our good opinion, that we parted from them with
regret. They were men of different characters. Chang, under an
appearance of indifference for every thing European, was anxious to
become acquainted with some of our most useful manufactures. He
particularly admired our glass and plated goods ; and in a conversation
with me, through the medium of Mr. Morrison, asked many questions
respecting them. After satisfying him on these points, I took advan-
tage of this opportunity to tell him that we had metals which, on
coming in contact with water, burst into flame. I had some potas-
sium with me, and was desirous of showing its properties to him.
He immediately inquired respecting its uses ; and when these could
not be very satisfactorily explained to him, looked too contemptuously
to induce me to venture an experiment.

In return for my answers to his questions, Chang freely gave me
true or false statements on any subject that excited my curiosity.
After his evasion respecting the sick, I could not avoid receiving his
information with much suspicion, and soon found fresh reason to
suppose him fallacious from principle. Having put many questions
to him about the localities of several stones, amongst others, the Yu
which he wore in his girdle, he rightly concluded that I should con-
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sider any specimen of the kind a very interesting present ; and sent
me, the next day, what he wished me to suppose a stone snuff-bottle,
but which was only a very rude imitation of blood-stone in glass.

Yin, an old soldier, with ruddy complexion and laughing eyes, cared
very little about the arts or sciences of his own or any other country.
The only produce of Europe that seemed to interest his attention was
port-wine or cherry-brandy ; differing, in his taste for the former, from
most of his countrymen.

The judge of Pe-tchee-lee, who had accompanied the Embassy from
Tung-Chow, also left it at Sang-yuen. This man, a Tartar by birth,
professed a great knowledge of Europe, obtained from books pub-
lished in the Chinese language by the Missionaries; and took an
opportunity of displaying it, in a conversation with Mr. Morrison,
the day before he took leave of the Embassy. England, he said, was
divided into four parts; and wished to know if it had four kings.
He was rather supercilious in his remarks on the small extent of
Great Britain, compared with other countries; and especially with
China. “ Your country is very small; our’s (appealing to Chang,
who was present,) is too large; it is very difficult to govern: my civil
jurisdiction alone extends to the Gourkas.” Wishing to impress his
auditors with his intimate acquaintance with the domestic affairs of
England, he observed, “ All your teachers of religion wear beards ;
and you have loaves of bread three or four cubits in diameter.” My
reader will require no further illustration of the soundness and extent
of this gentleman’s information. He was, however, better informed
respecting the geography and history of European states, than any
other Chinese with whom the Embassy became acquainted.

Several gentlemen, in walking through the streets at Sang-yuen,
fell in with three blind men playing on a dulcimer, a guitar, and a
violin. Two of them accompanied the instruments with their voice,
singing a duet, and keeping exact time with the tune. The harmony
was pleasing. The performers were rewarded with a small gratuity ;
and on some soldiers crying out “ Ko-tow,” prostrated themselves,
and bowed their heads nine times to the ground.
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The 'Embassy left Sang-yuen before day-light the next morning,
and entered a country generally swampy, but occasionally relieved
by small houses surrounded with plots of cultivated ground, on which
the tobacco began generally to appear. The boats anchored, at night,
at a village within a short distance of a large lake on the east bank of
the river. ' ‘

On the 19th and 20th, the country assumed a more picturesque
character from the quantity of a cypress-like trée, Thuja orientalis,
which surrounded the houses and villages within view from the river.
Willows of large size also broke the monotony of the scene.

On the 21st, the Embassy passed the city of Woo-chang-hien, the
suburbs of which were remarkable for a handsome temple; and
halted, on the 22d, at the pagoda of Lin-tsing. This pagoda is situ-
ated a mile to the north-east of Lin-tsing, and four miles from the
entrance to the grand canal. It is called, by the Chinese, Shay-le-:
paou-ta *, or ¢ a precious monument to Shay-le,” or « the reliques of
Foo.” This building has been restored since it was visited by Lord
Macartney’s Embassy. At that period, the gentlemen who endea-
voured to examine it, *“ mounted with some difficulty upon the first of
its nine stages or roofs (for the little door on a level with the ground
was walled up with bricks) ; but it contained only the bare walls ; not
even a staircase remained, nor any possible means of ascending to the
top ; and the lower part was choked up with rubbish.” + The gen-
tlemen of Lord Ambherst’s Mission ascended it by a winding staircase
of one hundred and eighty polished stone steps, leading through its
different stories. Each of these had eight windows, corresponding
with its eight sides. Their floors projected two or three feet beyond
the body of the building, forming a platform for walking above, and
a roof to the compartment beneath. The architraves and angles of

* ¢« Les ¢a, espece de tour sépulchrale ou superstitieuse qui est massive, pour Pordinaire,
comme une pyramide.” Mémoires des Chin., tom.ii. p.565.

+ Barrqw’s China, p.508. »
U
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the roofs were ornamented with wood richly carved. Idols were
placed in niches of the walls; but were in a state of decay. Its height
was estimated at one huridred and twenty feet. From an inscription
on s tablet aver the door of the building, -Mr. Morrison ascertained
the date of its erection to be the 13th year of the Emperor Wan-lech,
of the Ming dynasty, answering to the year 1584 of the Christian era.

In the vicinity of the pagoda some buildings were seen, of a dif-
ferent style of architecturé to any before met with. They were of a
quadrangular form. The sides were equal, supporting a sloping roof.
This was somewhat cone-shaped ; -had also equal sides going off from
the corresponding walls, and rising in a point, surmounted by a round
ball.  They proved to be Mahommedan mosques, called, by the Chi-
nese, Le-pee-tze. *

The Embassy passed the pagoda at two in the afternoon, and
anchored at the entrance of'the canal about four o’clock, leaving Lin-
tsing to the north-east.. The Eu-ho continued its course southward
dcross the mouth of the canal.

On the 23d, the boats entered the canal, or Cha-ho, *“ river of
floodgates,” which at first took an easterly direction, but gradually
swept towards the southi; in this respect corresponding with the
course given to it on the map of the Jesuits. It was wide at its
entrance, but after a few miles; became covered with rushes, whlch
closed the prospect.on both sides.

On the 24th, .the Embassy passed through several floodgates, often
eontracting the width of the canal to twenty-two feet ; and, occasion-
ally, scarcely permitting the passage of His Excellency’s boat, whose
greatest breadth was about nineteen feet. All these were of the
simple construction described by former writers, being formed of
« planks sliding in grooves that aré cut into the sides of two stone
. abutments.” In the evening, the boats anchored under the suburbs
of Tang-chang-foo, distinguished by its handsome gates, square

* For a notice respecting the Mahommedans in China, see Appendix.
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towers and great extent. Eazly the next morning, the first hills that
had - been seen since the Embassy left Tung-Chow, were observed
rising in the south-east, and bounding an uminteresting plain of great
extent. .Continuing their progress, the boats passed, on the morning
of the 28th, the mouth of the principal river. which.feeds the canal.
The name of this river, called by the writers of the former Embassy
Luen, is, according to Mr. Morrison, Wan ; and is said to arise
from seventy-two springs in the mountain called Tae-shan, in the
province of Chan-tong. ¢ It falls into the canal with a rapid stream,
in a line which is perpendicular to the course of the canal. A strong
bulwark of stone supports the opposite western bank ; and the waters of
the river striking with force against it, part of them follow the northern
and part the southern course of the canal.” This last circumstance has
given the name of Fan-shang-Meaou, « the temple of the division of
waters,” to a religious edifice erected near the bulwark. It is also
dedicated to Lung-Wang, the dragon king, and god of seas and rivers,
From this point, as has been conjectured by Sir George Staunton*,
whose supposition is borne out by Du Haldet, the canal was pro-
bably commenced. Whether the Wan-ho originally wound towards
the north or south;, or in a line with- its present direction, cannot per-
haps now be determined ; but there can be no doubt that the natural
course of its waters has been altered and directed northward through
a channel cut to the Eu-ho, and southward, through a succession of
swamps, (in rainy seasons, lakes,) to the Yellow River. Previous to
crossing the stream of the Wan-ho, the boatmen prostrated them-
selves in the temple before a table covered with yellow silk, ornamented
with the figures of dragons.

¢ Embassy to China, vol.ii. p.387.

+ Dans la province de Chan-tong est une médiocre riviére nommée Ouen-ho, dont on_
a sch diviser les eaux...... La plus grande quantité a été conduite dans la partie du
canal, qui va vers le septentrion, ou, aprés avoir regu la riviére Ouen-ho (Eu-ho), il se
Jette prés de la ville de Tien-tsing de la province de Pe-tche-li, dans la riviére de Peking,
qui passe le long de ses murailles. L’autre partie de I'eau, qui n’est guéres que le tiérs,
en coulant au midi vers le fleuve Hoang-ho, ou fleuye jaune, &. Du Halde, tom. i. p. 83.

U2
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Having entered the southern division of the canal, the Embassy
proceeded, with the stream in its favour, through a succession of what
the Chinese call Hoo, or « lakes.” These, which in ordinary seasons
are little else than swamps, had. been swelled and united, by late
heavy rains, into a waste of water, bounded in one direction by the
horizon, in another by distant mountains. The embankments of the
canal, supported, in the time of the former Embassy, by ¢ retaining
walls  of coarse grey marble, cut into large blocks, bound together
with clamps of iron,” no longer giving it the appearance of an aque-
duct much elevated above the adjoining country, were broken down
by the inundation.

Cottages half submerged, or raised on little platforms of soil, occa-

sionally interrupted the uniformity of the scene, which derived a very
peculiar character from the Nelumbium in fruit, which every where
appeared. Inhabitants of all ages were seen paddling about in search
of it, in small machines, more like baskets than boats. Here and
there, indeed, a more picturesque view was obtained, and enabled
Mr. Cook to take the accompanying characteristic sketch of the lake
Nan-wang. :
- The Embassy crossed a corner of the province of Kiang-nan on the
30th of September, and re-entering the province of Shan-tong, they
next day crossed the mouth of the Shé&h-tze-ho or « letter ten
river;” the Chinese characters for ten being two crossing lines.

Leaving the inundated country, and passing the mouth of the
river Koo-shan-yin, whose waters accelerated the current of the
canal, we reached, on the 3d, the borders of the province of Kiang-nan.
The country now, for some distance, altered its character. Fields
hlghly cultivated, and interspersed with innumerable hamlets buried
in the shade of trees, covered undulating ground on both sides of the
canal. ,

- On the 5th, the masts and sails of vessels were seen, at no great,
distance, navigating the Yellow river, parallel with the course of the
canal. . This being the day of Chung-tswe-Tsee, or ¢ full harvest
moon,” the boatmen made propitiatory sacrifices to their idols. . Mr.
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Cook has described the ceremony that took place on board his boat.
“ The Captain having placed two portraits of his deities, in wooden
frames, on the forecastle, and arranged three cups of tea and.two
bundles of lighted sandal-wood before them, fell upon his knees,
and after thrice bowing, bent his head three times to the ground:
He then arose, and taking a lighted torch in his hand, walked round
the bow of his boat, exorcising all evil spirits. Returning to the
idols, he took up the cups, and emptied them over the side of the
vessel. He then placed his deities on a small pile of paper, and
having set the whole on fire, beat the gong till they were consumed ;
an assistant at the same time discharging a volley of crackers. Re-
suming his torch, he again traversed the bow of his boat; and thus
terminated the ceremony '

On the morning of the 6th, the Embassy anchored within half a
mile of the junction of the canal with the Yellow river, mtendmg to
cross the latter on the following morning. But a favourable breeze
having sprung up soon after mid-day, the boats got under weigh, and
entering the Yellow river on the north-east side, crossed its stream
in an oblique direction, and gained the mouth of the channel destined
to receive them on the opposite shore. That part of the river crossed
‘by the boats was calculated to be about a mile broad, and flowed at
the rate of three miles an hour. It had its characteristic colour and
proverbial turbidness. *

The boats advanced up the charmel called by the Chmese boatmen
Tae-ping-ho, about four miles, passing a large sluice-gate on their
right, through which the waters of the lake Hung-tse were rush-
ing with great violence, and anchored for the night. On the fol-
lowing morning His Excellency and the gentlemen of his suite
landed, during the passage of the boats through a floodgate with a
dangerous fall. This floodgate was a short distance beyond a pro-

" * « When they (the Chmese) speak of things that are never hkely to happen, they ..ay,
-When the Yellow river shall become bright.” Ogilby’s China, p. 617.
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jecting bulwark that divided the river at right angles; one branch
going to the eastward, the other directly south, and forming the canal
on which thé Embassy proceeded. The sluice was formed of very
compact masonry, and was called Tean-fei-Chi, « the lock of the'
celestial lady.” The fall was not more than three or four feet. The
larger boats were gradually let down by ropes, the smaller darted
down, and rushing over the opposing water, dashed up a milk-white
foam to the height of several feet. The boats advanced only six or
seven miles during the day, being delayed by the passage of thelocks.

~ On the 8th, the Embassy passed a large town called Tsing-Keang-
poo. Near the middle. of the town was- a large floodgate, with an
impetrial pavilion on each side of the abutment. Over their gates,
Mr. Morrison read, ¢ The pavilion of the imperial ode;” and sup-
posed it probable that some of Kien-Lung’s odes, made during his
journies to the -south, had been cut in stone and deposited in
them. They were now used as store-houses for ropes employed
in repairing the floodgates.

Below the town, the banks of the canal were so high, and the sur-
rounding' country so low, that the tops of houses and trees seemed
to be on a level with the eye of the spectator. The land . in its
neighbourhood was well cultivated with a red. and white species of
rice, millet, wheat, and vegetables, and was often variegated with
groves of beautiful trees. The population seemed.to be crowded.
A military mandarin observed to Mr. Morrison, that the wars which
had preceded and determined the ascendancy of the reigning family
thinned the population s6 much that the earth produced for some
time great abundance for the remaining people ; but that their num-
bers had since increased to-a degree producing scarcity and peverty.
The officer seemed of oplmon that -another war would be beneﬁcnal
to the country:. Lo '

About two o’clock the Embassy passed the city of Hwae-gan-foo,
whose walls stretched about three miles along the banks of the canal.
They were not above the level of the water, and were in some places
in a miserable state of decay. It was impossible not to shudder at
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the consequences that would ensue by the giving way of the banks of
the canal.

On the 9th the Embassy arrived, early in the mommg, at the
suburbs of Kaou-yen-chow: . Several gentlemen with some difficulty
obtained an entrance to a large temple, and found two or three
hundred miserable wretches who had been confined in it all night.
An attendant mandatin stated, that the boats having been expected
the night before, these poor fellows had been pressed to track them ;
and from the apprehension that they would not come back if per-
mitted to return to their homes, had been put in confinement the
preceding evening.

The temple is dedicated to the Mmg—keen-shlp-wang, or “ ten judges
in Hades,” consisted of ten apartments; a Judge presided in each,
surrounded by the ministers of punishment in the form of demons
made of clay, variously coloured and distorted into hideous forms.
Before him appeared the former inhabitants of this world, awaiting
their doom. The visit was too hasty to permit a more minute exa-
mination of this interesting edifice. - -

On the night of the 10th, the Embassy passed the city of Yang-
chou-fou, and anchored, on the morning of the 11th, before the
pagoda of Kao-ming-tsee. From the top of this pagoda a delightful
prospect was obtained of the surrounding country. To the north-
ward was seen the walls and pagodas of Yang-tchoo-foo, and the
canal winding in one place through a fertile country, in another
- through a succession of lakes; to the southward appeared the city
of Kwa-tchow, and the celebrated Yang-tse-kiang stretching from
east to west, covered with a multitude of vessels, and receiving the -
waters of numerous streams.

The Embassy remained at Kao-ming-tsee till the 14th, when,
having changed the boats in which they had navigated the still surface
of the canal, for others more adapted to the sea-like waves of the
Yang-tse-kiang, dropped down to the city of Qua-tchow, situated
at the entrance of that river.

A short distance above Qua-tchow, Mr. Cook and other gentlemen



152 - WOO-YUEN.

visited the Weoo-yuen, or ¢ the five gardens,” formerly a favourite
imperial residence, and found them much in the state described by
De Guignes. * -« They covered a large space of ground, one part of
which was filled with pavilions, either grouped or isolated, and com-
municating together by an infinite number of corridors and smaller
buildings. These were all in a ruined state. The roofs had fallen in,
and the window-frames and floors were rotten. One apartment alone
contained any thing to interest curiosity. In this a pedestal of white
marble supported a white slab inscribed with a sentence composed by
the Emperor Kien-Lung. A serpentine river had in former times
meandered through the gardens, but its bed alone remained. The
remains of several bridges still existed, one of which had been of a
curved form. Factitious rocks, of grotesque forms, the delight of the
Chinese, were sc¢attered about in all directions, and were still in a
state of good preservation. These gardens, when in perfection, must
have exhibited a good example of Chinese pleasure-grounds.”
Surpassing the gardens in beauty and interest was a view obtained
of a part of the Yang-tse-kiang, in the neighbourhood of Qua-tchow.
Standing on a point of land projecting into the river, you see the
Kin-shan, or ¢ golden hill,” rising like the summit of a mountain
above the waters of the Yang-tse-kiang. Its appearance verifies the
fidelity of those singular landscapes, given in Chinese books, of moun-
tains insulated in the midst of rivers or lakes, and covered with houses
and terples, and trees and flowers. The sides of the Kin-shan were
clothed with trees shading houses and temples of light and fantastic
forms. On the summit a grove of pines surrounded a magni-
ficent pagoda which rose above them. Beyond the Golden hill
is seen the city of Chin-Keang, situated at the foot of hills stretching
away southward. Their dark-green declivities, when seen by the
Embassy, formed a beautiful contrast to a camp of white tents
scattered among them, and reflecting the rays of an unclouded sun.

~T

* De Guignes, tom.ii.
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The Yang-tse-kiang, a league in breadth, covered with numerous
vessels of every shape and size, some laying at anchor, others plying
in all directions, forms the fore-ground of the picture.

The city of Qua-tchow did not answer the expectations raised by
its advantageous situation. Its streets exhibited no characters of opu-
lence, and its walls were in ruins. In the days of Kien-Lung, it
flourished under imperial favour; being situated between the Five
gardens and the Golden hill; which were places of his frequent resort.
A canal had been cut through the city to the point of land opposite
and nearest to the Kin-shan, to facilitate his visits. A bridge also, if
Chinese vanity could be believed, was in former times thrown from
this point to the hill itself, but had left no remains as a monument of
its existence. Since these golden days in the history of Qua-tchow,
as its governor informed Mr. Morrison, the Tung-shway, or ¢ fortune
of the place,” had gradually declined.

At Qua-tchow, the Embassy ceased to navigate the imperial canal.
The descriptions given by Sir George Staunton and Mr. Barrow of its
extent and structure, and of the characters of the country through
which it passes, correspond so well with the observations of the per-
sons of Lord Amherst’s Mission, that I have not thought it necessary
to use the details on these points given in the Journals submitted to-
my inspection. :

This famous monument of industry, considered simply as a channel
of communication between different parts of the empire, appears to
me to have been somewhat overrated as an example of the immense
power of human labour and of human art. In every part of its course
it passes through alluvial soil, readily penetrated by the tools of
workmen, and is intersected by numerous streams. It would be
difficult to find any part of it carried through twenty miles of country,
unaided by tributary rivers. The sluices which keep its necessary
level, are of the rudest construction: buttresses formed of blocks
of stone, with grooves fitted with thick planks, are the only locks of

< ‘
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the imperial canal. It is neither carried through any mountain or
over any valley. *

As a vast drain to marshes and lakes, and to the destructive over-
flowings of the Yellow river, it has higher claims to our admiration.
Previous to its construction, the greater part of the provinces of Shan-
tong and Kiang-nan, filled with lakes and marshes, from the Wan-ho
to the Yang-tse-kiang, must at all seasons have been an uninhabitable
swamp ; and during the inundations of the Yellow river, one enor-
mous lake. The canal being carried through their lowest part, and
communicating by numerous floodgates with the surrounding water,
has rendered them more or less subservient to the purposes of man.

During our route from Tien-sing to Qua-tchow, the banks of the
canal had exhibited no production of much interest, excepting the
peculiar aquatic vegetables afforded by the swamps to their almost
amphibious inhabitants. Besides the Nelumbium, the T'rapa bicornis,
resembling in most respects the European plant of the same generic
name, was extensively cultivated, and afforded a considerable vege-
table support to the Chinese peasants. Its roots are sold in the
markets as nuts are in Europe, and were constantly supplied to our
tables. The root of the Scirpus tuberosus was also sold in this part
of China, and was more highly esteemed than the T'rapa; but the
plant was not seen growing.

The rice fields on the banks of the canal had in some places
sbounded with snakes of two species, the largest of which resembled
very closely the common snake of this country. It was found from
three to six feet in length. The smaller one was transversely striped

* Ce canal quon appelle Yu-leang-ko, c’est & dire, canal & porter les denrées, ou bien
Yu-ko, qui signifie Canal Royal, est sans doute merveilleux par sa longueur, qui est de plus
de 160 de nos grandes lieués, et encore plus par egalité du terrain ou il a &té fait. . Dans
une si grande étendué de pays il n’y a ni montagne qu'il ait fallu applanir ou percer ; m
carriéres de pierres, ou de rochers, quon ait été obligé de couper ou de creuer
Du Halde, tom.i. p.33.
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with black and white, and did not exceed eighteen inches in length.
Shells in considerable quantities were also found on the banks. These
were chiefly of a species of Paludina, which, Dr. Leach has observed,
is allied to P. tentaculata of Lamark, or Helix tentaculata of Lin-
neus; and which he has proposed to name Paludina sinensis. For
specimens of these shells, I am indebted to their collector, Sir
George Staunton.

The latitude of Qua-tchow Dr. Lynn determined by observation to
be 39° 40’ north. The same gentleman found the mean temperature
at noon, whilst he remained at this place, to be about 67°5.
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CHAPTER VL

O~ the morning of the 19th of October, the Embassy entered
the Yang-tse-kiang, and took leave for some time of the route
pursued by Lord Macartney. Keeping close to the left bank,
which was covered with high rushes used for fuel, the boats
proceeded up the river with a scanty breeze, and anchored on
the morning of the twentieth, after a progress of not more than
twenty miles, in one of the many creeks which afford shelter to
vessels navigating this river. In the evening the boats again
moved with a favourable breeze, and passed on the following
morning two hills, connected by a stone arch, called Quan-yin-
mun, “ The Gate of the Goddess Quan-Yin.” On one side was
a picturesque rock, overhung with shrubs, and crowned with trees
surrounding a pavilion; on the other was a romantic temple, built
against a perpendicular rock, called the ¢ Iron-bound solitary
Hill.,’

At six o'clock the Embassy reached the suburbs of Nankin,
and anchored opposite the western gate of the city, at the dis-
tance of two or three miles. This city, so famed for its extent,
that the Chinese declare, if two horsemen start at break of day from
any point of its walls, in opposite directions, and gallop round
them, they will not meet till sun-set, is, according to authors of
definite language, enclosed by a wall fourteen * leagues in circum-
ference. In earlier ages the sovereigns of China made it the capital
of the empire; but when they transferred their residence to Pekin,

* Mémoires concernant les Chinois, tom. ix. p. 437.
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they changed its name of Nankin, or the southern court, for Kiang-
ning-foo. Its older name is still retained in common discourse, but
its later one appears in all the public acts of the empire.

Known to Europeans by the writings of the Missionaries, and
more generally by the peculiar manufacture which bears its name, the
city of Nankin was an object of much interest to the members of
the Embassy. On approaching it, every eye endeavoured to obtain
a general view of its more elevated buildings, but could only trace
the appearance of a wall skirting a distant hill. The lateness of
the hour when the boats anchored, prevented any attempt to reach
it that evening.

Early the next morning a party entered the suburbs, and fol-
lowing the direction of a paved road which led through them,
reached the desired gate, and entered, not a city thronged with
people, but a thick coppice bounding their view on all sides.
Turning to the left, they ascended a hill three or four hundred feet
in height, and overlooked an extensive space intersected with paved
roads, probably the remains of streets, now leading through planta-
tions of bamboo surrounding detached buildings and cultivated fields,
interspersed with hills of different elevations; the whole being en-
closed by a wall whose limits they could not precisely define. Its form
seemed to be an irregular polygon of the computed area of thirty
miles.* Near one of its angles appeared what might be the inha-
bited part of the city; but, seen at the distance of five miles, was only
marked by confused buildings surrounded by a wall, and the cele-
brated porcelain pagoda which stood in its immediate vicinity.

The following morning four gentlemen reached, by a paved
road, a hill that overlooked the inhabited part of the city; and
commanded a view of a common Chinese town, surrounded by an

* « The arca under our view could not be less than thirty miles, throughout diversified
with groves, houses, cultivation, and hills; this expanse might be said to be enclosed within
the extensive wall, and formed an irregular polygon.” — Ellis’s Embassy, page 304.
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inner wall, but exhibiting no characters of any peculiarity. They
were prevented entering it, partly by the representation of the
soldiers, but chiefly by a numberless crowd that assembled about
them. Their disappointment was the greater, as they had hoped
to reach the porcelain tower, which was not more than two miles
off. Its appearance, at this distance, accorded with the description
given of it by different writers. ,

Of all the describers of the Porcelain Pagoda, Le Comte, copied by
Du Halde, and referred to by other. authors, is the most authentic.*
From his account, it appears that it is an octagonal tower two hun-
dred feet high, divided into nine stories, the base resting on a massy
foundation of brick-work raised ten feet from the ground, and sur-
rounded by a flight of twelve steps; that the lowest story, which
is the largest, has a circumference of one hundred and twenty feet,
giving to each face fifteen feet ; that the other stories are of smaller
dimensions, and decrease in breadth as they ascend, but are of
equal height throughout; that the whole building is terminated by
a large pole, which, rising from the centre of the eighth story,
passes through the ninth, which it exceeds thirty feet ; that this is sur-
rounded at the distance of three or four feet by the convolutions of
an immense iron hoop, sufficiently remote to appear in the distance
like rings, diminishing as they ascend, in the manner of a cone, and
surmounted by a gilded ball; that each story has projecting roofs,
with tiles of a green colour highly varnished; that the walls are
faced with coarse porcelain slabs; that in the interior, one hun-
dred and ninety steps lead through its different compartments,
which are filled with gilded idols, placed in niches of the walls.
Drawings of the Pagoda, with descriptions annexed, were sold in
the suburbs of the city. These state that it was begun in the
sixteenth year of the reign of Yung-lo, of the last dynasty, and

* See Le Comte.
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finished in the sixth year of Scun-tih, having been nineteen years in
building ; and that it cost more than two millions, four hundred thou-
sand of taels of silver, or above eight hundred thousand pounds.
They add a legend, that the God of Thunder, in pursuing demons
to the Pagoda and there destroying them, has injured the fabric:
it has probably suffered by lightning.

In visiting the suburbs of Nankin, the Embassy found little to
interest their attention, excepting some public hot baths near the
gates of the city. To Mr. Poole, whose journal has often been of
great use to me, I am indebted for the following description —
“ We entered a square building divided into three compartments ;
the outermost lined with closets for the reception of the clothes
of the bathers who undressed in this division of the establishment.
The closets were all ticketed, perhaps with the names of their
proprietors, or with some recommendatory sentence: Mr. Morrison
read on one, ¢ The Bath of fragrant Waters.” The two other divi-
sions of the building were beyond the first: the large, on the right
hand, containing three baths, about six feet in length, and
three in width and depth. At the time of our visit, they were filled
with Chinese, who, rather washing than bathing themselves, stood
upright in the water, which was only a few inches deep, and
threw it by turns over each other’s backs. There appeared no inten-
tion of renewing the water thus become saturated with dirt, for the
use of many other Chinese who waited their turn in the outer
apartment. The steam arising from it, however fragrant to the
senses of the Chinese, was to mine really intolerable, and drove me
away before I could ascertain in what manner the baths were heated.
I just looked into the adjoining room, and found it furnished with
matted benches, and that it was used by the bathers to dry them-
selves in before going to dress in the outer apartment.”

Baths, it would appear, are by no means in common use amongst
the Chinese, as we met with no others in our journey through the
empire. Neither are they often mentioned in the accounts published
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of China by the Jesuits. Du Halde¥, indeed, says, that there is a
large establishment of them in the neighbourhood of Pekin, re-
sorted to by the Emperor; and Mr. Bell - states generally that they
are used as a remedy; but neither writer induces the belief that
they are used as a means of cleanliness.

In the suburbs of Nankin, the cloth which bears its name was
exposed for sale. The raw yellow cotton, from which it is supposed
to be made, was in vain looked for ; but the white, was seen dressing
in several places.

Amongst many other plants that grew on the walls of Nankin, the
Rosa Banksiana, Cotyledon spinosa, of Linnseus and Murrayi, Ha-
mamelis Chinensis of Sir Joseph Banks’ herbarium, and the Ficus
repens, were the most abundant. The Ficus repens almost hid the
walls by its profusion. The Hamamelis, which much resembled it in
habit, was in less quantity, but also grew in the enclosure. A descrip-
tion of this plant, by Mr. Brown, accompanied by a figure, enriches
the Appendix to this work. The expressed juice of the Cotyledon
spinosa is said to be used by the Chinese women for dying their
hair of a black colour, and preventing baldness.

Amongst the larger plants, the Pinus Massoniana of Mr. Lambert,
and the Ginko of Ksempfer, Qua-tchow of the Chinese, and Salis-
buria adiantifolia of Smith, were found in the enclosure and with-
out the walls; but in no great number. The fruit of the Salisburia,
however, was exposed for sale in such quantities as to prove its

* L’Empereur logea dans une maison qu’il a fait faire exprés: cette maison n’a que
trois petits pavillons fort simples; dans chacun de ces pavillons il y a des bains, outre
deux grands bassins quarrés qui sont dans la cour assez proprement bitis; Peau qui est
dans ces bassins, a quatre a cinq pieds de profondeur: la chaleur en est modérée: on
m’a dit que ces bains étoient fort fréquentés.—Du Halde, tome quatriéme, . 288.

+ Bell’s Travels, vol. ii. p. 128.

1 Nov. Comm. Gott. tom. vii. p. 33. 1 venture to adopt Murray’s name in preference
to the last Linnsean one of Crassula, because I find my specimens not only possessing
ten stamina, but a monopetalous corolla, although its divisions are very deep.
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extensive use amongst the Chinese; but whether as a fruit, a vegetable,
or a medicine, could not be ascertained. *

The walls of Nankin, judging from a specimen now in my pos-
session, are built of a grey compact limestone which frequently
occurs in quarries in its neighbourhood.

Leaving this city on the twenty-fourth, the Embassy proceeded
on their route through a country becoming every day more interest-
ing from the approach of mountains to the banks of the river,
and arrived on the 380th at the city of Woo-hoo-shien, remarkable
for its cleanliness, the size of its shops, and for a temple lately
erected. The entrance to this was through a succession of arches,
supported on columns of solid marble highly polished. Their
vaults were richly carved into figures of the same form as those
seen in temples established for ages. The building was dedicatedi
to the god Fo.

On the first of November, the Embassy halted at the village of
Tung—llngfhlen, and first gathered the tallow tree, Croton sebiferum of
Linneeus, which here seemed to be used merely as fire-wood.

The banks of the river near the village were very high, and
exhibited a remarkable stratification. Close to the water was a bed
of pudding-stone, above this was a bed of red gravel, then a dyke
of solid rock four or five feet in thickness, and then the soil com-
posing the surface, also of red gravel.

On the third, the Embassy arrived at the small town of Ta-tung,
and remained there in consequence of unfavourable winds till the
seventh. During this delay, they were much annoyed by a great
number of public retiring houses, which lined the outskirts of the
town, by which the boats anchored. These, which we .saw in
most cities in China, seem constructed rather for exposure than

. Kmmpfer tells us, that the kernel of the fruit is supposed to assist digestion :  Nuclei
d prandio adsumpti, coctionem promovere, ac tumentem ex cibo ventrem laxare di-
cuntur: inde nunquam ex mensé secunda solennis convivii omittuntur.”— Amcenitates
Exoticee, p. 812.

Y
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concealment, being merely open sheds, with a rail-way over the
necessary reservoir, and seldom without several occupiers.
. The proprietors of these establishments derive great profit from
the sale of their contents, called by them fa-few, which they use
extensively as a manure. It is prepared in several ways. Some-
times.it is mixed with a large quantity of mould, and made into
cakes. .In forming these, a layer of a few inches in thickness is
spread out in the open air on an even surface, and, when dry, is
divided into pieces of the requisite dimensions, generally about a
foot square. . These, which it is asserted not only lose the odour
of their principal ingredient, but acquire that of the violet, are
conveyed- all aver the empire, and find a ready sale. Before
being used, they are dissolved in large quantities of water, or broken
into small pieces, and are then applied to the land. When, however,
the ta-few is to be employed near the place in which it is accumulated,
a different mode of preparing it is pursued and generally preferred.
In pits lined with plaster, it is diluted with a large proportion of
water, and suffered to remain several days before it is used. It
is then either poured into small channels that traverse the fields
in every direction, or applied directly to the roots of the plants, or
scattered over them with a small bucket. For its more convenient
distribution, the peasantry have usually a tub for its' reception sunk
in the centre of their small gardens, in the neighbourhood of their
cottages. To the use of this manure is in a good measure to be
attributed the surprising productiveness of small plots of ground
about Chinese huts, especially in their favourite vegetable the
Petsai. It is not, however, confined to this plant, but largely
used in their cotton fields, to young plants of which it is applied
in considerable quantities. That it is used also in their rice-
grounds, and -in all cases in which manure is required, there can
be little doubt.

A writer* has observed respecting the latter mode of preparing

* Mémoires concernant les Chinois, tom. ii. p. 618. .
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~the ta-few, that as it is the most offensive, we are justified in:sups
posing that it is the most efficacious; and adds generally, ‘with
regard to the kind of manure, that it is- demonstrated by expe-
rience that the fa-few is the most useful and the most efficacious
of all manure, especially upon wet and greasy lands. Its extensive
use by the Chinese may perhaps be the consequence of much fewer
animals being used in the cultivation of the lands in China than in
other countries, and of the poorer ‘class living not more on corn than
on vegetables; for the cultivators of these are generally small cot-
tagers, who are obliged to employ the means most wnthm reach for
raising, their. crops. - '

.. In the village of Ta-tung, many workmen were employed in
freeing the white cotton of its seed. The mill used for this purpose
was very simple in its construction, and resembled in most respects
that employed in the same operation in the East Iudies, which has
been described and figured by Dr. Buchanan. * - It consisted of two
wooden cylinders, placed horizontally one above the other, on a
stand a few feet from the ground. The cylinders, very nearly
touching, were put in motion by a wheel acted upon by the foot.
The cotton, being - brought to one side -of the crevice, intervening
between them during their revolution, was turned over to the
opposite, whilst the seeds, being too large to enter, fell at the feet
of the workmen. The instrument used in freeing it from knots and
dirt, is equally simple, and is the same as that used, I believe, in most
countries for the same or a similar purpose. It is a very elastic bow
with a tight string. In using it, the carder places it in a heap of the
material, -and, having pulled down the string ‘with some foree, he
suddenly allows the bow to recoil: the vibration of the string scatters

*A Journey from Madras through the countries of Mysore, Canara, and Mahbar,
vol. iii. p. 817. : :
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the cotton about, and separates it into fibres freed from all knots
and impurities. *

- The country about Ta-tung was hilly and picturesque, and pro-
ductive in rare plants. It was here that some of the trees and
shrubs, peculiar to China, were first met with. A small plantation
of tea, from its extent, seeming rather to be cultivated for
experiment than for the purpose of manufacturing, was seen on
the side of a hill. It was of the large-leaved variety.

The plants most interesting to the finders, were several species
of oak, occurring in large plantations. This tree, equally prized
and used in China as in other countries, has been described and
eulogised in the ancient books of the empire, and is designated
by the appellation of the Tree of Inheritance.t The same works
assert, that oaks, upwards of a hundred feet in height and twenty-
four in circumference, are frequent in China; and that others have
existed whose foliage covered an acre of ground. That for building,
dyeing, and fuel, they are in general use. That their various parts
used in medicine in other countries, are employed with similar views
in China. That acorns are in some provinces an efficient article of
food; that some are esculent without preparation; that others must
be deprived of their crudeness, after being denuded of their husks,
by grinding them in a mill, and subsequent immersion in water for
several days; and that both afford a farinaceous paste, which, mixed
with the flour or corn, or by itself, is made into cakes.

Such is the history of the Oak given by those who had the
best means of arriving at information about it. I cannot learn that
the gentlemen who visited the plantations of the tree near Ta-tung
met with any circumstances either confirming or contradicting it.

* This instrument scarcely at all differs from that figured in Sonnerat.—Voyage aux
Indes Orientales, tom. i. p. 108.

+ Mémoires concernant les Chinois, tom. xiii. p. 484—490. This work contains a very
interesting account of the oaks of China.
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Of the oaks seen at this place, many were remarkable .for their
beauty, few for their size. The largest seen did not exceed the
height of fifty feet. They seemed to be used chiefly as pollards;
considerable quantitiés of their branches being accumulated for fire-
wood, or perhaps for charring. - :

‘One of the largest and most interesting of these trees, which
I have called Quercus densifolia, was an. evergreen, closely allied to
the Quercus glabra of Thunberg, and resembled a laurel in the
shining green of its foliage. It bore its branches and leaves in a
thick head, crowning a naked and straight stem. Its fruit grew in
long upright spikes, terminating the branches. Another species,
Quercus Chinensis *, growing to the height of fifty feet, bore them in
long pendulous spikes. Of this I have fortunately preserved a good
specimen, through Sir George Staunton, and have given the accom-
panying figure. The leaves of some were distinguished by red
prominent veins on the under surface; others by their size, and some
by the hair, like processes, which fringed their margin. Five distinct.
species were found in a short walk. '
." Growing with the oaks, were some dwarf chesnuts; the fruit of
which was exposed for sale at the village, and were not larger than
the common bon-nut of this country. '

From the shops of the same place I received several species of
fern, which are used as vegetables, infused as tea and administered
as medicine. The most general was the Pteris piloselloides. Ginger
was also much grown among the hills, and sold in the shops in a
green state as a common vegetable.

The country in the vicinity of Ta-tung owed its chief interest to
its plants. The people continued to display the same curiosity in
observing the strangers as elsewhere, but exhibited few traits of
character worth recording. The only interesting circumstance that

* See Appendix.



166 HWA-YUEN-CHIN.

seemns t0 have. been observed. is told by Mr. Morrison, who, in one
of his walks, fell in with a family of four generations, amounting to
about twenty persons, in the same house. At the feet of the Patri-
arch,” who was only seventy years of age, stdod his great grand-
child, whilst at one end of the room his son was working at his
father’s coffin. The old man, on being asked why he now prepared
his coffin? answered, that he felt his health declining, and wished
to have a resting-place prepared for him after death. When asked
if the sight of the coffin did not excite mournful ideas, he replied,
¢ No.”” A mandarin, who was by, remarked, “ His mouth says
no, but it does not speak the language of his heart.”

. The Embassy left the village of Ta-tung on the morning of the
seventh, and, continuing their route, arrived on the eleventh at the
village of Hwa~yuen-chin, no otherwise remarkable than as being the
scene of a fatal accident to one of the Embassy. William Millidge,
one of the guard attached to Mr. Morrison’s boat, in passing along
its gang-way, fell into the water, and, in spite of every exertion
.made to save him, was swept under the boat by the current and was
drowned. The Legate halted the boats till his remains were interred,
and a tomb-stone placed at the head of his grave with the follow-
ing inscription in Chinese characters :— The Tomb of Millidge,
one of the Body Guard of the British Ambassador, November 12th,

1816.”

The boats havmg qultted Hwa-yuen-chm immediately after the
interment of the body, passed in.the afternoon of the twelfth a
conical rock, two hundred feet in height, called Seaou-koo-shan,
or the little orphan hill, rising in the middle of the river. This
rock is composed of pudding-stone, and resembles in most respects
the Kin-shan.

Ear]y on the 13th, the Embassy reached the borders of the
province of Kiang-si, and entered it on the following morning.

By noon the next day, the Embassy quitted the Yang-tse-kiang,
whose broad expanse was seen far away to the westward, and
entered the Po-yang lake.
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The entrance to this lake: was grand, from the -immense chain of
mountains forming its western beundary, the most, conspienous of
which was distinguished by its five peaks. On entering the lake, the
Embassy passed the Ta-koo-shan, or great orphan rock, less interest-
ing in all its characters than the smaller one of the same name.

On the 14th, the boats reached the small town of Ta-koo-tang,
and were detained there by boisterous weather till the sixteenth.
During this delay, parties visited the neighbouring country, and
found it abounding in seweral plantations of oaks and firs; to
which were now added occasional plants of the Pinus lanceolatus,
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